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servants of God, criticising those who
bear the Holy Priesthood who preside

over him, then the light begins to wane
again, and the Spirit of God withdraws
until he is left entirely to himself.

This work, my brethren and sisters,

is the work of God. He has revealed

it to bring mankind back into His pres->

ence. By strict obedience to its require-

ments we will have joy in our life and
labors; when we neglect to conform t%

its teachings, the reverse will be the re-

sult. Mav God enable us to compre-
hend properly the principles He has

revealed, and to live by every word that

proceedeth from His mouth, is my de-

sire, through Jesus Christ, our Re-
deemer. Amen.

ELDER JOSEPH W. McMURRIN.

I have very greatly rejoiced my
brethern and sisters, in listening to

the good words that have been spoken

to us by our brethern this afternoon;

I also rejoiced in listening to the tes-

timonies and counsel that were impart-

ed to us by the Presidency of the

Church in the opening session of our

conference. I have no doubt but what
there was a feeling of joy and satis-

faction in the hearts of all the Saints

who were assembled together, in listen-

ing to the words that were spoken by
President Smith and by his associates

in the Presidency. We ought to be able,

through the training we have received

in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, to know
the voice of the good shepherd and to

follow him, and not be carried away by
strange voices or by strange doctrines,

by the ideas that are presented to us,

from time to time, by those who are

not of us. I think we must all have

felt that we were listening to the voice

of the good shepherd, that the inspira-

tion of the Almighty actuated the

brethren who stand at the head of the

Church in the counsels that they im-

parted to us in our morning's ses-

sion of the conference. We have with-

in our own souls the understanding

and knowledge that we are engaged

in the work of our Father, a work that

has been revealed from the heavens
for the salvation of the human race, a
work that has been spoken of by the

mouths of all the holy prophets since

the beginning of time, a work that was
engaged in by the Redeemer of men
when He dwelt for a little season in

the flesh.

Every man who bears a testimony,

understandingly and truthfully, of the

Gospel of Jesus Christ, knows that the

knowledge he is in possession of has
come to him by the inspiration of the

Holy Ghost, that it has been given by
the revelations of the Father, and that

he is not dependent upon man for a
continuation of that knowledge. We
depend, my brethren and sisters, upon
the continuation of a knowledge of the

Gospel, that we are in possession of,

through keeping the commandments of

God. Through keeping these com-
mandments we can also depend upon
the fulfilment of the promises made
pertaining to the future. If we are to

have a realization of the glorious things

spoken of today it will be through at-

tending to the duties and responsibili-

ties that rest upon us as members of

the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints. We must live in the pres-

ent and attend to our duties as they
are made known to us, if we are to

have the approval of our Father in

Heaven, and if we desire to make our
calling and election sure. God has
pointed out the way whereby we can
make our calling and election sure.

Those who are not of us seem to

think, sometimes, that it is a dreadful

doctrine to teach that we should honor
the Priesthood, as spoken of by some
of the brethren today, that we should
be careful not to lift up our voices in

criticism of the authority of God, and
that there is danger in pursuing a
course of this character. It seems to

me, my brethren and sisters, that we
ought easily to understand that, if

God Almighty has spoken from the
heavens, and has clothed men with His
authority, and commanded them to

magnify that authority in the midst
of the peoples of the earth, He will ex-
pect the peoples of the earth to recog-
nize and honor that authority, and
especially require this of His Saints,
who have a knowledge of the truth.
That is a part of the responsibility
that has come to us through the Gos-
pel. While we do not believe we should
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worship men, or that there is any-
thing in the Gospel that requires any
man or woman to< give undue or improp-

er reverence to any man, we do be-

lieve the Gospel requires that every

soul shall recognize the authority God
has established, and that they shall

follow that authority. That has al-

ways been the case in every age of the

world. Whenever God has had His
authority upon the earth he has de-

manded this of the people; and He has
abundantly blessed those who have
hearkened to His counsel, and who
have been true to His representatives.

My brethren and sisters, let us take
warning from the words that have
been spoken. We should remember
that the mission of the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints is and al-

ways has been. "Peace on earth and
good will to man," as stated by one
of the First Presidency this morning.
It is the mission of this great people-
not the few men who are abroad in

the world preaching the Gospel, nor

just the few men who compose the

Council of the Twelve, nor any other

organization of the Priesthood alone

—

it is the mission of the entire people

that their lives, their conversations and
example shall declare to all the world
we love peace. We have received the

message of truth, and it is our mis-
sion to bear record to the divine will

of our Father in heaven and preach
the Gospel, that men may be saved.

Our Father revealed in the very begin-
ning of this work, as men became
anxious to know the will of God con-
cerning themselves, that the most im-
portant thing men could do was to cry
repentance to the people, to teach the
doctrines of the Gospel, and that if

they labored through their entire lives

and saved but one soul, great should
be their reward and their joy in the
kingdom of our Father. We need to

save souls at home; we need to be do-
ing things, to be laboring diligently,

that our skirts may be clear, and that
we may be justified. It is written in

the revelations that we are not to wait
to be commanded in all things. Some-
times we appear to think that the
Bishop, or some other authority, should

designate labor for us, and that we are

not to do anything unless we are in-

structed or appointed to do it. God
has said: It is given to man, by his

own agency, to seek to bring to pass
much righeousness, of his own voli-

tion and of his own will, without com-
mandment from any source; and he
that waiteth to be commanded in all

things is a slothful and an unwise
steward.

Now, we need to be doing the things
that have been suggested to us today,

and the things that will be suggested
in the counsels that may be imparted
to us in other meetings. By doing so

we shall be firmly established in the
everlasting Gospel, and no experiences
can ever come to us then that will

wrest us from the foundation upon
which we stand, if we stand upon the
foundation of obedience to the things of

God we will always see the light and
rejoice therein. There will be no fear

in our hearts; for the Spirit of the Lord
will be writh us, and the Spirit of

the Lord casteth out all fear. God
bless you, my brethren and sisters, and
may power be given unto us to be
true and faithful to our covenants, and
to each other, and to our Father in

heaven, is my prayer, through Jesus
Christ. Amen.
The choir sang, "Love Everlasting,"

after which the benediction was pro-
nounced by Elder Angus M. Cannon.

OPEN AIR MEETING

An open air meeting was held on the
Temple block Sunday afternoon, April
3, at 2 o'clock. Elder Gen. A. Smith,
presiding. Singing, "High on the
Mountain Top." Prayer was offered by
Elder Rulon S. Wells. Singing, "Guide
us O Thou Great Jehovah."

President Wm. T. Jack of the Cassia
stake, was the first speaker. He re-
ferred to the restoration of the Gospel
through the boy Prophet, Joseph Smith,
and showed the necessity for authority
to baptize and administer in the laws
and ordinances thereof, such authority
as was held by the Apostles and Saints
of old and which was taken from the
earth when they passed away. It was
necessary to be restored to prepare the

hearts of the people for the coming of


