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I love the work in which we are en-

gaged. I have faith in it and in its

final outcome. I believe in God the

Eternal Father, and I know that we
are able to approach Him. In His lov-

ing kindness He is mindful of us. We
have access to Him, and He answers
our prayers. I know that Jesus is the

Christ, the Savior of the world, and
that this is His work, and that it will

come out triumphant. I thank God
that I have faith in the leaders of this

people. I have faith and confidence in

Joseph F. Smith, the man who stands
at the head of this Church; I know him

.

to be inspired of God. The Lord is with
him, and with the help of God I want
to follow his leadership, observe his

counsels, and do the will of the Father
as it shall be expressed through him.
God grant that the spirit ,— of peace
which the Gospel brings may pervade
the homes of all the Latter-day Saints,

that we may not be filled with fear at

any time, except in regard to our own
condition, and lest we may not be keep-
ing the commandments of God. The
only reason that we have for fear is

that we are not living near enough to

the Lord; but if we are doing His will

we need not fear, for though all earth

and hell should assail His work, yet

will it prosper, because it has the stamp
of divinity upon it. It is the work of

God, not of man. This is my humble
testimony, my brethren and sisters, and
I rejoice in bearing it, in the name of

Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER SEYMOUR B. YOUNG.

My beloved brethren and sisters, I

desire very much that you will assist

me by your faith and prayers, that in

what I shall say I may be led and guid-

ed by the Spirit of the Lord. When I

look upon this congregation of friends

and brethren, my heart rejoices, and I

am led to a renewal of my faith, and to

greater confidence in the principles of

the Gospel and the outcome of the work
of the Lord. As the days and the years

advance, the evidences of faith in the

religion of Jesus Christ are manifested

by your coming together in these gen-

eral Conferences. When the first Con-

ference of the Church was held in the

State of New York on the ninth day of

June, 1830, I think there were only
twenty-six members in the Church at

that time. When the second Confer-
ence was held in September of that

same year.there were thirty-five or thir-

ty-six. Comparing that Conference with
the one we are holding at the present

time, there is certainly evidence that

the Lord is in this work, not only in

the increase of numbers, but in the liv-

ing faith that is in the hearts of the

Latter-day Saints today, prompting
them to faithful labor and to united

effort in pushing forward the work of

the Lord.

Reference was made yesterday to the

life of our Savior, and to the generally

accepted idea that yesterday was the

anniversary of the day on which He
rose from the tomb. However, whether
Easter Sunday is the proper day or not,

we have no objection to it. The great

underlying fact is that He rose from
the dead, after having suffered crucifix-

ion for the sins of the world, and that

He was the Son of God. After He arose

He ministered unto His disciples; but

we are told there was one doubting

Thomas, who would not believe though

his fellow disciples assured him they

had seen the risen Redeemer. After-

ward, when the Apostles were all to-

gether in a room, with the doors shut,

Jesus stood in their midst, and said,

"Peace be unto you." Turning to Thom-

as, He said unto him, "Reach hither

thy finger and behold my hands; and

reach hither thy hand, and thrust into

my side: and be not faithless, but be-

lieving."

We know today that in the ministry

of our Lord and Savior there

were but few who followed Him, as

compared with the great mass of the

people. His doctrine did not please

the multitude. Very few received His

word and believed that He was the

Savior of the world, the promised

Messiah, the expected King of the Jews.

We note, too, that the persecution

which came upon Him, His scourgings,

His buffetings, and His final crucifix-

ion, were not administered by the
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heathen, nor by those who had no pro-

mise in regard to the coming of the

Messiah. It was His own race, the

house of Judah, from which He sprang,

that inflicted upon Him these cruel tor-

tures, and finally put Him to death

upon the cross. So it seems to have
been all along the line of true Chris-

tian endeavor and work. Wherever
there has been the Spirit of truth,

wherever there has been an effort to

lead humanity into a better way, and
to mark out a righteous newness of

life, there has been intense opposition

exhibited against it by the many. The
truth has had but few followers, but

it has had many opposers.

When the Prophet Joseph Smith was
inspired by the Lord Almighty to es-

tablish this work in the earth, he gave
to it the best efforts of his life. Every
thought, every reflection of his soul,

and the love of his whole heart, were
enlisted in this great work. How great

it was he possibly did not realize when
the Lord first communicated to him;

and even after the Church was or-

ganized and began to assume a condi-

tion of some importance in the world,

even then, no doubt, he was not fully

aware of the greatness of the structure

he was instrumental in founding; but
as revelation was given to him, precept

upon precept, and line upon line, he
became more and more filled with the

Spirit of the Lord, and with enthusiasm
in regard to the work; and as his en-

thusiasm grew, and as he became more
and more endowed with power from
on high, the efforts of those who op-

posed him were renewed and redoubled.

We find that history repeated itself.

The opposition did not come from the
heathen, it did not come from non-
believers in Christ, nor from unbe-
lievers in ancient prophets and apos-
tles. It came from men who said they
believed in the mission of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ, and in the mission
of His apostles, and that they believed

He suffered death for the sins of the

world, and rose again on the third

day, thus becoming the first fruits

them that slept, He having the
key of the resurrection, with power to

unlock the tomb. So, as I say, we find

history repeating itself. Opposition to

this work has not come from those who
did not believe in Christ, but it has
come almost invariably from those who

.

have professed to be followers of Christ,

just as the opposition to the Savior
came from those who professed to be-
lieve in His Father. Singular as it

may appear, it is an everlasting truth
that there is always opposition to the
principles of life and salvation, and it

seems as if the more men profess to

be enlightened, and the greater their

professions of faith, the greater is their

opposition to those who introduce liv-

ing, saving truths. The fiercest op-
position to the Savior came from those
who professed to be the most devout
in their observance of the law of Mo-
ses, and who adhered most strictly

to the forms and rituals of the law.
And so opposition to the Gospel of

Jesus Christ to this day has come from
those who appeared the most devout.
Despite all this, we are moving along

in the even tenor of our way, and mak-
ing some progress. Testimonies are in-

creasing in the midst of the Saints, and
as our young people grow up to man-
hood and womanhood they are receiving

the testimony of the Gospel, and ar'i

willing to go forth and devote their lives

in proclaiming this Gospel. Our mis-
sionaries now have gone forth to the

principal nations of Christendom, and
are lifting up their voices fearlessly in

proclamation of the truth. Yet we are

not very popular that I know of in any
land. Nevertheless, the Gospel is ex-

tending, Zion is growing, the Saints of

God are spreading abroad, and todaj'

our testimonies are brighter than ever

before. We have deep down in our

hearts a stronger conviction of the

truth. We know that God lives, and
that Jesus Christ is our Savior, who
died for the sins of the world, that we
might live. When Easter Sunday
comes, or when any other Sunday
comes, it is the Lord's day and we
reverence His high and holy name.

We come together and worship Him.

Thus to us every Sunday, in a sense, is
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Easter Sunday, for we worship the

Lord on that day, and not only

on Sunday, but every day in the

week. We do not put off the feeling

of worship on the Monday, nor on

any other day. If we feel as we
should, we regard every day as the

Lord's day, and we feel that we ought

to serve Him and keep His command-
ments continuously.and not have a Sun-

day religion like a Sunday coat, to be

laid aside as soon as the Sabath day

is passed. The religion of the Latter-

day Saints is practical to a wonderful

degree. Hence, we see that during the

last four weeks, through the advice and

counsel of the leaders of the Church,

we have had four new Stakes of Zion

organized. Every organization thus

perfected will add strength to the work,

and will give greater power to the

brethern who preside and to the people

over whom they preside. Moreover, it

will add to the glory of God, because

the Saints will live nearer to Him and

keep His commandments better; for

where the Saints are thoroughly ad-

monished, and are in close touch with

their leaders, the spirit of union, and

the power to do good and to work

righteousness, is greatly increased. So

we rejoice whenever a new stake or a

new ward is organized. And all this

is in keeping with the progress of the

work. We realize, my brethern and

sisters, that we are not held in very

high esteem by our friends of the dif-

ferent Christian faiths of the world;

but this does not matter. We have our

work to perform, and if we act well

our part the Lord will see that His

work will spread abroad in the earth,

and that all the honest shall have the

chance to hear the gospel. I rejoice

today that we have leaders in our midst

who know and understand the mind

and will of the Lord, and who are will-

ing to devote all their energies and

their lives for the good of Israel. Un-

der the inspiration of the Spirit of the

Lord they prepare for these great Con-

ferences, and they give us the word of

the Lord, that we may be encouraged

from time to time by meeting together

and hearing their voices in no uncer-

tain sound proclaim the mind and will

of the Lord. They point the way in

which we should walk, and they ad-

monish us to follow them as they fol-

low Christ. We have confidence in our

leaders today, and the Lord has given

us inspiration to be able to say that

we know this is His work, and in this

we are determined to devote our lives

and the best talent He has given us,

That we may be faithful and true in

keeping the commandments of the Lord

is my prayer in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

ELDER J. G. McQUARRIE,
(President of Eastern States Mission.)

My brothers, sisters and friends, I

wish I could express the blissful con-

sciousness I feel thrilling and pulsating

through my soul in being surrounded

by thousands of my brothers and sis-

ters. One can hardly realize this feel-

ing unless he has been out separated

from the love that one feels in Zion—

cast upon the ocean, as it were, like a

cork amidst the waves, a stranger in

the community in which he sojourns,

and after a few years to return to be

surrounded by thousands of people

whose faces are lit up Dy the same

spirit, and to clasp the hands and feel

the throb of that pulse which beats in

harmony with his own. I am grateful

unto God for the blessings of the Gos-

pel and for this spirit which makes us

kindred with those in heaven, and

causes us to feel we are renlly and

truly brothers and sisters.

I preside, act as a kind of bishop, over

that portion of territory lying north of

Virginia and east of Ohio. It includes

about one-third of the population of

the United States. There are a great

many people there who have not yet

learned I am their "bishop," and I ex-

pect it will be a long while before they

find it out. When I was first asked to

preside over that district I felt the re-

sponsibility, in that vast throng of

God's children, to see that they were

warned of the fact that the Gospel has

been restored and that it is now being

preached to the world as a witness.

When I stood upon Brooklyn bridge.


