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CLOSING SESSION.

"Wednesday, April 6, 2 p. m.

The choir and congregation sang:

"We thank thee, O God, for a Prophet,,
To guide us in these latter days."

The invocation was offered by Elder
Andrew Jenson.

The choir then sang:

"Though in the outward Church below
The wheat and tares together grow."

ELDER JOSEPH W. McMURRIN.
In standing before you, my brethren

and sisters, this afternoon, to bear my
testimony to the Gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ as it has been revealed in

the age of the world in which we are
living, I sincerely pray that I may be
supported by the inspiration of the

Spirit of the Lord, that the
#
few words

I speak upon this occasion may be
words of truth, directed by the Spirit

of Truth, for the benefit, advantage,
and encouragement of this vast congre-
gation. My heart has been filled with
exceeding great joy in listening to the
testimonies that have been borne by
the various speakers who have ad-
dressed the people from day to day in
our Conference meetings. My soul has
been filled with thankfulness, not only
during this Conference, but in travel-
ing from place to place among the peo-
ple, in attending stake conferences, in
meeting with the quorums of Seventy,
in observing, as we have no doubt ob-
served in this Conference, that there are
many young men occupying responsible
positions in the midst of the people of
the Lord. I have noted that many of
the brethren who have stood here to
make reports concerning the stakes of
Zion, and to speak about other matters,
are the sons of men who have been vali-
ant for the truth in days gone by. In
the organization of the new Stakes of
Zion, recently effected in this city, many
of the brethren who have been called to
positions of responsibility in these
stakes are the sons of men who in their
time have been faithful to the Lord.

I believe we all find happiness in wit-
nessing conditions of this character,
and in having the truth burned into our
souls that our Father in heaven is

blessing the children of the pioneers,

and of other men and women who re-

ceived the Gospel a long time ago, and.

gathered from the nations of the earth,

and that He is establishing them in

the faith. I rejoice in the testimonies of

the brethren in relation to this mat-
ter. Some of the speakers have ex-

pressed very great confidence that the

youth of the Latter-day Saints would
be found in the future true to the Gospel

of Jesus Christ, and to the faith of

their fathers, and that they were not,

and could not, be- weaned away from
the truth. I believe this with all my
heart. I believe it is the decree of the
Almighty that this condition shall con-

tinue to prevail in the midst of His peo-

ple, and that there will always be found
in the Church the seed of the founders,
and of others who have been valiant for
the testimony of Jesus—children who
will properly represent their parents
before the people and before the Lord;
and that it is not the intention for thi^

work to be taken from them and given
to another people. I have felt impressed
myself with the promise of God in re-

lation to the continuation of His work
with the people who were called in the

beginning. In that promise, as it ap-
peals to me, there is an understanding
that there would be raised up, from
the loins of those to whom the promise
was made in the beginning, sons and
daughters who would be true and faith-

ful. It is true that power is not given
to man to reveal a knowledge of the

plan of salvation to his own offspring.

The President of the Church, the Apos-
tles, let them be ever so faithful, do
not possess the power to reveal unto
their children the truth of the everlast-

ing Gospel. I suppose if this power1

were vested in them there would be

danger of the time coming when the

children might be recreant to the faith

of their fathers. But when the truth of

the Gospel is> revealed to any soul, it

does not come from man, it comes
through the operation of the Holy Ghost
from our Father in heaven. It comes
with almierhty power; it dispels all

doubt; it establishes the one who re-

ceives the evidence in an understanding
of the truth of the things of God. In
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this way the testimony of the Gospel
has come to the Latter-day Saints. In
the beginning, when the Prophet Jo-
seph Smith bore the wonderful record
that he did to the people concerning the
visitation of holy beings, it was by the
power of the Holy Ghost and not by the
wisdom or logic of the Prophet that the

truth of his testimony was impressed
upon the minds of the men who accept-
ed it, and who remained true all the
days of their lives. "We cannot believe

that it was by a mere chance that the

Prophet Joseph Smith in the early rise

of the Church was brought in contact

with such men as Brigham Young, John
Taylor, Wilford Woodruff, Lorenzo
Snow, Heber C. Kimball, Daniel H.
Wells, Parley P. Pratt, Orson Pratt,

and other great men who were raised

up by the power of God to assist in the

establishment of His purposes. We be-

lieve, as a people, that our Father un-

derstands the end from the beginning.

"We believe that He is in very deed our

Father in heaven; that we existed with

Him in a spiritual condition before we
were born naturally upon the earth,

and that He knew us, and all His other

children, before we came to this earth.

"We believe He was acquainted with

the spirits of the great men who as-

sisted in laying the foundations of His

grand latter-day work, and that by
His decree and appointment they were

born into the world at the time when
their services were needed in the estab-

lishment of His purposes. They were

brought by the same overruling provi-

dence into contact with the noble man
who had been raised from the ranks of

the people to bear divine authority, and
to represent the Lord God of heaven

in the midst of the nations, and they

gladly received the testimony which

was delivered to them concerning the

faith. "While we believe this of the

Prophet Joseph Smith and of his as-

sociates, we believe that the same
power is in operation today. We be-

lieve that the spirits of men are being

born into the world by divine appoint-

ment, and not by accident. Because

of this belief, I feel in my heart that,

through the faithfulness of the fathers

and mothers in the Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints, there will

continue to come to them choice spirits,

who will accept the truth with all their

hearts, and who will bear the respon-

sibilities of this work in which we are

engaged in all time to come. I do not

believe that the names of the valiant

and faithful men of this Church of

either high or low degree are to become
extinct from among the people of God.

I believe with all my soul that they
will be perpetuated forever, just as we
see the sons of men whom we have
known in past history stand upon this

platform, filled with the Spirit of the

living God, bearing testimony to the

truth of the everlasting Gospel, so in

a time to come will their sons and
daughters, from generation to genera-

tion stand up in the midst of the con-

gregations of Israel and bear record of

the truth as it has been revealed. God
has not brought us through the trying

experiences of the past; He has not

tested our fathers and our mothers in

the manner in which they have been
tested, with a view of rewarding them
with offspring that will not be true to

Him. There may be wayward boys and
girls; there may be some who cannot
be controlled; but I believe there will

be but few who will be lost. "We dis-

cover among the people who have gath-

ered from the nations of the world that

there is within them a love for the land

that gave them birth. From whatever
land they have come, though they have
been led to forsake all and gather up
to Zion, because of the Gospel, never-

theless there is a love in their hearts

for their native country, which does

not die out. In like manner I believe,

from the experiences that have come
to me, that there is a love for Zion

and for the things of the kingdom of

God planted in the hearts of those

who are born in the Church that is very

much stronger than this love of coun-

try, and that it is almost impossible

for men to divest themselves of it. In

many places young men and young
women are found who have strayed

away from the truth to some extent;

who have gone from their father's

home and from the organized wards of

the Church; but wherever they are
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they have a warm feeling toward the

work of God. It is a rare thing to

find a young1 man or a young- woman
who has been born in the Church so

cold in their feelings that they turn
entirely away from the people of the

Lord. It is a rare thing to find any
so hardened that they will not open
their doors to receive the representa-

tives of the Lord. Because of this feel-

ing, and because of the valiant young
men who are constantly rising up in the

midst of Israel, I believe that we will

always have representatives of the

founders of the Church of Christ to

bear the authority of the Holy Priest-

hood, and to bear it in honor. The
glorious example that has been set by
good and godly parents is destined to

bear good fruit forever. I believe that
there is something in being born in

Zion. It has been stated by at least
one of the prophets that the time was
to come when it should be said of in-

dividuals born in Zion, that "this man
was born in Zion." I think we have
occasion as parents to be comforted
and encouraged, and that we have
reason to have confidence in our chil-
dren. I believe that, by the blessing of
the Lord and our own example and
training, our children will be so estab-
lished in the faith that they will follow
in our footsteps just as we are follow-
ing in the footsteps of our parents.

Let us take to heart the counsels
that have been imparted unto us. Let
us set gtoodly examples before our
offspring. Let us live the religion we
have espoused, and let our light shine
among men. Let them see that we feel
the responsibility which rests upon ua
in the revelation of the Gospel;
that we propose, not only to send
missionaries abroad to preach the
Gospel, but that we propose to live
our religion at home just as well
as our representatives do abroad; and
men and women who come into our bor-
ders, as has often been the case al-
ready, will be so impressed with our so-
briety, our industry, our good example
and the godly lives we lead that they
will be constrained to bear record that
there is a splendid people in the midst

of these mountains—a people who fear

God and keep His commandments. In

a time to come we will be better under-
stood. The clouds that have hung over

us, caused by misrepresentation, will be
banished away. There is no power that

can prevent this; for God Himself has
decreed He will lift His people up;

that they shall be like unto a. light set

upon a hill, which cannot be hid; and
we will be known as we are. "When we
are known as we are, then the reputa-

tion that has gone abroad concerning

us through misrepresentation will pass
away forever, and we will be recognized

as the people of the Lord, as a people

who love their fellowmen, and who
have had the message of truth commit-
ted to them, even the power of the

everlasting Gospel which can save to

the uttermost all men in every land

and clime.

I bear record to the truth of the Gos-
pel. I bear record to the integrity, the

honor, the uprightness and the nobility

of the men who preside over us. I

bear testimony to the glorious fact that

with us there is divine authority. Let

the world say what it may, truth is

truth, and the truth in relation to this

matter is that God has spoken, and
has given to man His authority, and
in the exercise of that power we will

cry, "peace on earth, good will to men,"
and we will preach the doctrines of the

Gospel, administer its holy ordinances

to those who believe, and save the chil-

dren of men in the way appointed of

the Father. May God help us to be

true and faithful, is my prayer in the

name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER RULON S. WELLS.

My brethren and sisters, I rejoice in

the Gospel of Jesus Christ and in the

splendid testimonies that have been

borne of its divine truth during this

conference. I am sure that the Latter-

day Saints must feel greatly strength-

ened in their testimonies by naving at-

tended the meetings of this conference,

for truly there has been an outpouring

of the Spirit of God upon His people.

As I look before me upon this vast con-

gregation, gathered here upon this


