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they have a warm feeling toward the

work of God. It is a rare thing to

find a young1 man or a young- woman
who has been born in the Church so

cold in their feelings that they turn
entirely away from the people of the

Lord. It is a rare thing to find any
so hardened that they will not open
their doors to receive the representa-

tives of the Lord. Because of this feel-

ing, and because of the valiant young
men who are constantly rising up in the

midst of Israel, I believe that we will

always have representatives of the

founders of the Church of Christ to

bear the authority of the Holy Priest-

hood, and to bear it in honor. The
glorious example that has been set by
good and godly parents is destined to

bear good fruit forever. I believe that
there is something in being born in

Zion. It has been stated by at least
one of the prophets that the time was
to come when it should be said of in-

dividuals born in Zion, that "this man
was born in Zion." I think we have
occasion as parents to be comforted
and encouraged, and that we have
reason to have confidence in our chil-
dren. I believe that, by the blessing of
the Lord and our own example and
training, our children will be so estab-
lished in the faith that they will follow
in our footsteps just as we are follow-
ing in the footsteps of our parents.

Let us take to heart the counsels
that have been imparted unto us. Let
us set gtoodly examples before our
offspring. Let us live the religion we
have espoused, and let our light shine
among men. Let them see that we feel
the responsibility which rests upon ua
in the revelation of the Gospel;
that we propose, not only to send
missionaries abroad to preach the
Gospel, but that we propose to live
our religion at home just as well
as our representatives do abroad; and
men and women who come into our bor-
ders, as has often been the case al-
ready, will be so impressed with our so-
briety, our industry, our good example
and the godly lives we lead that they
will be constrained to bear record that
there is a splendid people in the midst

of these mountains—a people who fear

God and keep His commandments. In

a time to come we will be better under-
stood. The clouds that have hung over

us, caused by misrepresentation, will be
banished away. There is no power that

can prevent this; for God Himself has
decreed He will lift His people up;

that they shall be like unto a. light set

upon a hill, which cannot be hid; and
we will be known as we are. "When we
are known as we are, then the reputa-

tion that has gone abroad concerning

us through misrepresentation will pass
away forever, and we will be recognized

as the people of the Lord, as a people

who love their fellowmen, and who
have had the message of truth commit-
ted to them, even the power of the

everlasting Gospel which can save to

the uttermost all men in every land

and clime.

I bear record to the truth of the Gos-
pel. I bear record to the integrity, the

honor, the uprightness and the nobility

of the men who preside over us. I

bear testimony to the glorious fact that

with us there is divine authority. Let

the world say what it may, truth is

truth, and the truth in relation to this

matter is that God has spoken, and
has given to man His authority, and
in the exercise of that power we will

cry, "peace on earth, good will to men,"
and we will preach the doctrines of the

Gospel, administer its holy ordinances

to those who believe, and save the chil-

dren of men in the way appointed of

the Father. May God help us to be

true and faithful, is my prayer in the

name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER RULON S. WELLS.

My brethren and sisters, I rejoice in

the Gospel of Jesus Christ and in the

splendid testimonies that have been

borne of its divine truth during this

conference. I am sure that the Latter-

day Saints must feel greatly strength-

ened in their testimonies by naving at-

tended the meetings of this conference,

for truly there has been an outpouring

of the Spirit of God upon His people.

As I look before me upon this vast con-

gregation, gathered here upon this
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"Wednesday afternoon, it is almost mar-
velous to see so many faces, and all in-

tent upon receiving the word of God
as it shall be spoken* unto them. I

have prayed earnestly in my neart that
the people might be fed the bread of

life, that their testimonies might be
strengthened, and that they might
come to an absolute knowledge of the

truthfulness of this work in which we
are engaged. I do not think it possi-
ble for us to pay too much attention

to the importance of having an individ-

ual testimony of the Gospel. Every Lat-
ter-day Saint has the utmost need to

know for himself that this is the work
of the Lord, and to know that God has
spoken again in this day and conferred

upon men His divine authority. We
read in the scriptures, and have been
told from time to time, that the Lord
will have a tried people. The only thing

that will enable the people to withstand
the trials that may come upon them will

be the knowledge which they have that

this is the work of God. When that

knowledge has taken root in their

hearts, the storms of adversity and
great calamities may come, but

they will stand firm and im-

movable because their, faith will

be founded upon the rock of reve-

lation. We have just been told that no
father or mother can reveal to their

children the truthfulness of the Gos-
pel. That is true; but there is a Father,

whom we all adore, that can and will

reveal it to us, if we will seek after it

and do what is necessary to obtain it.

God is .uove. He loves the souls of the

children of men, and we are His child-

ren and have inherited from Him His

divine attributes. There should be born
in us a love for our heavenly Father.

The great commandment, which in-

cludes all others, is this: "Thou shalt

love the Lord, thy God, with all thy

heart, with all thy might, and with all

thy soul." And there is another

like unto it: "Thou shalt love

thy neighbor as thyself." If the

love of God has taken root in

our hearts, and if we are de-

monstrating in our lives that love, it

will bear fruit and will cause us to come
to a knowledge of God, whom to

know is life eternal. There are many
people professing to believe in Christ,

the Redeemer of the world, who, never-
theless, do not believe in this vital prin-

ciple of His Gospel—the principle by
which Peter knew that Jesus was the
Christ. They have rejected that prin-

ciple, and have said in their hearts and
with their lips that God does not re-

veal Himself from heaven. They do
not believe in the principle of revela-

tion; and yet it is the principle which
gives life and force, and without it

the Church of Christ cannot exist upon
the earth. Not only does this principle

pertain to the leaders of the people, but
it extends to all the sons and daughters
of God who will seek to obtain a knowl-
edge of His divine will. We can all have
the right to communication with
our Father, and the Scriptures are full

of promise! that if we will ask we shall

receive, if we will knock the door shall

be opened unto us, and if we will seek

we shall find. This can only be done
through the operation of that vital

principle of revelation. "For no man
knoweth the things of God, but by the

Spirit of God, which is in him;" and

the Spirit of God is the spirit of reve-

lation, which issues forth from the

presence of the Father and the Son

and enters into the being of all those

who diligently seek them. If we come

to the knowledge of the truth it must

be through the principle of revelation.

We must know that God will listen to

our prayers; and then when we have

trials we can approach Him and ask

of Him wisdom, with the full assurance

that He will not upbraid or censure us,

but will hearken to our prayers and

answer them upon our heads. I know

that this principle is true, and it de-

volves upon us to gain the favor of

God. Men and women in the world

are seeking more the favor of their fel-

low creatures, and if they can obtain

that to the extent that they can be

exalted in the eyes of the people, that

seems to be more their ambition than

the gaining of the favor of God. They

are more ambitious to be well spoken

of by their fellow men than they are to

be beloved of God their eternal Father.
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Hence the importance of learning to

keep that great commandment of lov-

ing the Lord, with all our hearts. What
do we understand by loving the Lord
with all our hearts? Is it the function

of the heart to love? This may perhaps

be only a figure. The heart is an or-

gan of the body, the special office of

which is to pump the blood in the

body, causing it to circulate and to im-

part life and vitality to every part

thereof. The hands and feet are gov-
erned by muscles, and they, with other

members of the body, yield implicit

.obedience to the will of man. We go
here and there, from one place to an-

other, at the dictation of the mind, the

intelligent part of man, and there is

perfect harmony in the operations of

the body in obedience to the will of

man. But not so with the heart. Al-

though governed by muscles as the

hands and feet are, yet it is not sub-

ject to the will of man. We labor with
our hands, and we may employ the

muscles of the body in various activi-

ties, and as the night comes on and we
lay our bodies down to rest, the mus-
cles relax and the body lies dormant.
No so with the heart. It beats on, and
on, throughout the night as the day;
and when that heart ceases to beat,

then life is gone. The mind does not
control the heart. It does not say to

the heart, 'beat thou on," or 'cease

thou now to beat." The heart is gov-
erned by a higher intelligence, and
when the voice comes from Him, "Cease
thou to beat," that son or daughter is

called to God. So that when the Lord
says, "Son, give me thine heart," He
asks for that which belongs to Him;
and when He requires us to love Him
with all our hearts it means simply
this: that we should love Him with all

our life. The life-giving power of man
should be devoted to the service of

God. Whatever may be our occupation,

everything must come secondary to our
allegiance and devotion to God, who
gave us life and being upon earth, and
by whom that life is maintained. It

seems to me, my brethren and sisters,

that if we would keep that great com-
mandment and love the Lord with all

our hearts, then would our feet be

planted in the paths of safety and then,

let come what may, we are founded

upon the rock and we will be able to

stand.
,

I have a testimony that this is the

work of the Lord that we are engaged
in, and that the men who stand at the

head, and whom we will have the pleas-

ure and privilege this afternoon of sus-

taining by the raising of our hands,

are men of God, called of Him to lead

this people. The prayers of the Latter-

day Saints should be united in asking

our Father in heaven to endow them
with the revelations of His will, that

they.may receive the mind and will of

God concerning His people, and that

we may be ready and willing at all

times to receive their counsels and to be
guided in our lives by the will of the

Father. This is my prayer in the name
of Jesus. Amen.

Sister Lottie Owen, with excellent

effect, then sang, "Entreat Me Not to

Leave Thee."

ELDER C. W. PENROSE.

My brethren and sisters, I esteem it a
privilege and a blessing to have the

opportunity of bearing my testimony in

association with by brethren who have
spoken, for truly I can say I know this

is the work of God. I know it in every
part of my being. I feel it in my
physical nature; I see it in my intel-

lectual nature; I realize it in my spirit-

ual nature; for I have been baptized

by the spirit of this work, not only in

water, but by the Holy. Ghost and by
the fire of the Lord, and God has borne
witness to my soul that He is the au-

thor of this latter-day work. The
sentiment expressed by the song which
our sister has just sung for us is the

sentiment of my heart. All my inter-

ests are identified with the Latter-day
Saints. This people shall be my people;

their God shall be my God; where they
go I want to go, whether it be in this

world or the world to come. With
these my brethren whom I love, and
whose labors I recognize, and whose
virtues I venerate. I want to be as-

sociated in time and in eternity. My
heart has rejoiced with a fulness of
joy during this conference. From the


