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mercies unto them, and with love for

one another and for all mankind: for it

is our mission to save the world from
sin and darkness and to lead all to a

knowledge of God and His truth.

May the Lord help us to consummate
the mission He has given unto us, is

my prayer in the name of Jesus Christ,

Amen.

The choir sang the anthem:

The Mountain of the Lord's house.

PRESIDENT JOHN R. WINDER.
Object of Missionary Work—Those \vh labor
in it iiiietmg w.th Success—Kedeuiptiou of
the Head.

My brethren and sisters, I feel very
thankful to my Heavenly Father that

He has spared my life to assemble once
more with you in conference. I have
listened with a great deal of pleasure

to the remarks that have been made
by President Smith. What a vast body
of men there is in this Church! and
what is their object in life? I under-
stand it to be the salvation of the hu-
man family. While President Smith was
speaking, I looked around here and I

saw a large number of presidents of

missions. Our Elders go out into the

world, leaving their homes and families,

and travel without purse or scrip, and
their object is to bring salvation to the

honest in heart. These presidents of

missions send the Elders from house to

house, bearing the message of salvation

and the printed word to all who will

receive it. In reflecting upon this, I

thought how strange it is that these

missionaries, going forth as they do

with the message of peace, offering the

people a book or a tract containing the

word of God, should be treated in the

way they are. Sometimes the doors are

closed in their faces, and the people

curtly tell them that they will not

receive their books or tracts; and in

many cases the Elders are treated with

contempt, though this is not always the

case. Supposing the minister of any
denomination was to present himself

at my house and respectfully offer me
a book setting forth his religious views.

I was wondering if I would slam the

door in his face and treat him with

contempt. No. I would at least be re-

spectful and say that I did not wish to
receive it. You, my brethren, who are
abroad in the world, know that you
have to meet these conditions; but your
object is. as we all know, to promote
peace and salvation wherever you go.

That is your mission, and I rejoice to

know that you are very successful in

that mission, and that many are receiv-

ing your message and obeying the Gos-
pel.

We rejoice that the work of the Lord
is growing and increasing, and we testi-

fy that its mission will be prospered
in the earth. This is the work of the

Lord. He is at the helm, and He will

certainly take care of it. It is our duty,

of course, to do the very best we can,

and as the President has said, we-

should so order our lives as to be above-

reproach. We should not only preach
the Gospel by precept, but we should

do so by our acts. Seeing that we are

devoting our lives to this cause, let our
lives be such that all men who come in

contact with us may see our good
works.

In addition to all that has been don.?

in the missionary fields, there are other
places where the great work of salvation
is being carried on. Thousands and tens
of thousands are being added to the
Church annually in the temples of the

Lord. Those who, during their life-

time, did not have the opportunity that
we have had of receiving the Gospel,

are now receiving the benefits of sal-

vation. This work is growing and mul-
tiplying in the temples, as well as the
work abroad. The object of those who
work in the temples is also to bring
salvation to the fullest extent, both to
the living and the dead. Notwithstand-
ing all that may be said in relation to
the work in the temple, you know, my
brethren and sisters, that when you go
to the house of the Lord and receive the
ordinances there administered, they are
all calculated to make you better men
and women, better fathers and moth-
ers; and everything that is done in

those houses is for salvation. The tes-

timony of all who go there is that it

makes them feel better prepared to bat-
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tie with life. They become better

fathers and mothers, and better citi-

zens of the United States or of any
other country. I can testify to this,

and thousands that are before me, who
have been through the house of the

Lord could bear me out in this testi-

mony, if called upon. There is noth-

ing done there in any manner that has

a tendency in the least to harm any
individual, but everything that is done

is for the best good and salvation of

the people.

I rejoice in these things, my brethren

and sisters. I am thankful to the Lord

that He has given me a testimony of

the truth of this Gospel. I know that

Joseph Smith was a prophet of God, and
that he laid the foundation for this

great work. He it was that laid the

foundation of all these organizations

that we have heard about this morning,

and this work will increase and multi-

ply upon the earth. May the Lord
help us all to be faithful and true al-

ways to the covenants that we have

made with the Lord, that we may keep

them faithfully and never do anything

that would bring His displeasure upon
us. God grant it to all of us. Again

I express my thanks and praise the

name of my Heavenly Father for His

continued mercies and goodness unto

me, and for extending my life until I am
now nearly eighty-three years of age.

I thank the Lord for all these blessings,

and dedicate myself unto Him with a

determination to serve Him as long as

I live upon the earth. I ask Him for

His blessing upon you all, in the name
of Jesus Christ. Amen.

PRESIDENT. ANTHON H. LUND.

The Char«c1er and Extent of the Priesthood
—Beneficial Results of Fast Offer! •

gs—
Uns lflsnness of M sslonaries to the World
—Intellectual aud Religious development
of the Cnildren.

"While our President was addressing

us these words came into my mind:

"But ye are a chosen generation, a

royal Priesthood, an holy nation, a pe-

culiar people; that ye should shew forth

the praises of Him nvho hath called you

out of darkness into His marvelous

light."

It occurred to me that the Apostle Pe-

ter, in addressing the Saints formerly,

looked upon a people who were simi-

larly organized to the Latter-day

Saints, and he called them "a chosen

generation, a royal Priesthood, an holy

nation." Those who contemplate the

organization of the Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints will be

struck with the number who hold the

Priesthood. The Priesthood is conferred

upon all male members who are worthy
to receive it. This is a great blessing

which the members of this Church en<-

joy, and it makes them a peculiar peo-

ple, a chosen generation, holding the

royal Priesthood. There is no priest-

ly caste in our Church. Contrary to

the opinion of many, such a thing does

not exist with us, unless you will call

the whole Church a priestly caste, be-

cause all participate in the blessing*

pertaining to the Priesthood.

There are in the Church two Priest-

hoods—the Aaronic and the Melchise-
dek. The Aaronic Priesthood is the les-

ser, an appendage to the higher. It

embraces the offices of Deacons,
Teachers and Priests. Those 'who hold
these offices are called to labor amongst
the people, to teach them, to serve

them, to watch over them, and to see

that there is no hardness of heart or
ill feelings among ihem. We call our
young men very early in .life to bear
the Priesthood. When they are 12 or IS

years old we ordain them Deacons or

Teachers, if they are worthy. We givw

them something to do in the Lord's

house. We call upon them to look after

the meeting-houses and to visit the

Saints. In some places Deacons look

after the widows, and see that they are
furnished with fuel, and attend to the

chopping of wood for them. Being
called to the Priesthood, they feel that

these services are honorary ones. They
are called on also to collect fast-day

offerings from the people, many of

whom may not have ready money to

give unto the poor. If they have not
the cash they give provisions and other
things which they can spare, and which
the poor need. In many stakes the
Deacons are called upon to perform


