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home, for we feel that they are accom-
plishing a great amount of good. In

some instances, while they may not be
accomplishing much good for others,

they are doing a great amount of good
to themselves. While they may not be
baptizing many, they are becoming
thoroughly imbued with the spirit of

the Gospel and receiving the testimony
of Jesus Christ for themselves, and
when they return to their homes they
will be in a position to do you and the

great work in which they are engaged
more good than if they were to return

at an earlier period. The Elders should
remain in the mission field until those

who preside over them feel that they

should return. This is the policy we
have been endeavoring to carry out.

We have tried to, show the Elders that

their mission is not for any stated peri-

od of time, but they are to remain until

they receive their release, and they will

receive their release just as soon as the

Spirit of the Lord indicates that it

should be given.

We who are laboring in the Colorado
mission, love the word of the Lord,

and we love to bear our testimony. The
Elders have borne testimony upon
many of the street corners of the cities

and towns of the Colorado mission. In

the little towns and hamlets they have
gone into the streets on Saturday af-

ternoon, when the people have gath-

ered to do their shopping, and they

have found there congregations of four

and five hundred people who have stood

and listened to them while they

preached the Gospel. It was rather a

new thing to some of the Elders to hold

meetings on the streets in the after-

noon, but we have found it has done a

great deal of good and has opened a
great many doors to the Elders. And
while the people in this mission were
hospitable before, and took the Elders

in and gave unto them everything

necessary to their comfort, we feel that

these street meetings have resulted in

much good, in allaying prejudice, and
in various other ways, May the Lord
bless us and help us to be faithful and

to do His will continually, is my prayer

in the name of Jesus. Amen.

Sister Eva Ward of Provo sang a solo

entitled, "The Redemption."

ELDER REED SMOOT.

A good word to the Young—Importance of
enlarging home ludustries.

It gives me great pleasure, my dear
brethren and sisters, to have the priv-

ilege of speaking a few minutes to this

vast congrgation of Latter-day Saints.

I am proud indeed to hear the reports

that have been given and the testi-

monies that have been borne this morn-
ing by three presidents of missions, and
to partake of the Spirit of this confer-

ence. I know they are interested in

your sons, and in the great missionary
work of the Church. I feel to say,

thank God for them and their labors.

Our enemies would very much appre-
ciate the claim, if it were true, that

many of our young people are asham-
ed of the Gospel of Jesus Cnrist. But
in my travels among our people, and
in coming in contact with the young
people in our meetings, I can testify

to you that instead of being ashamed
of the great work, they are proud of the

fact that they are members of the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. They are proud of their fath-

ers and of their mothers. I am not
ashamed of the Gospel of the Lord
Jesus Christ, for I do know that it is

the power of God unto salvation; and
I hope I may never live long enough
to be ashamed of the Gospel, or of the

devotion that my father and my moth-
er gave to this great work. I only hope
that I shall have that same fidelity,

that same love, and that same confi-

dence in the work of God that they

had; that I shall, at all times, have
sufficient of the Spirit of God to enable

me, if it became necessary, to give all

on earth for its advancement, as I

know that the father and mother who
gave me life would have done any min-
ute after they were baptized into this

church.

There are many things that the

Apostles of the Church speak of at the

iifferent quarterly conferences pertain-
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ing- to the welfare of the people and
properly so. As I visit the different

sections of our State, and see pros-

perity on all hands, I thank our heav-
enly Father that the people are so well

provided with comfortable homes,
happy surroundings, and loving- chil-

dren, and while I know that there is

very little suffering among the Saints

of God, yet, as I travel from one end of

the state to the other and mingle with
the people, I can plainly see in dif-

ferent localities that there are many

'

natural advantages that are not made
the best use of by our people. At the

earnest request of the presidency of the

St. George stake of Zion, I took a trip

rcently through that stake for the pur-
pose of seeing if the conditions.vere fa-

vorable for the re-establishment of an
industry by which a part of the woolen
goods used by the southern people could
be manufactured at "Washington, Utan,
This state had for its emblem
the beehive, which means in-

dustry, frugality gathering for

future need. Would that we
all might incorporate its meaning into

our lives. In years past that great
arostle of home manufacture, President
Brigham Young, taught very strongly
from one end of the land to the other,

the duty and principle of making what
we wear and raising what we eat. You
can go into many of our communities
and you will find the result of his

teachings in different kinds of factories

and mills, but I am sorry to say that

almost every woolen mill in the state

is closed today, with the machinery
not only lying idle, but going to rack
and ruin. Then again we can go into

the different counties of Utah and see

hundreds of car loads of fruit rotting

and going to waste.

It seems to me., for want of proper
care and lack of means to preserve the

same, we are neglecting one of the

great cardinal principles of prosperity,

that has been taught to us by President

Young and all of his successors, that of

loyalty to home manufactured gools.

The trouble is we have forgotten the

great principle of co-operation by which
the mill and factory in our early his-

tory were established. And why is

this? I rather think that one of the

causes is loss of confidence in one an-

other's ability to make money in manu-
facturing institutions. Perhaps one

reason is because there have been a few

failures and a loss of means in some of

these undertakings. But I believe that

if the people today would be as loyal to

the great principle of home manufacture
as they were when these institutions

were established, not only those which

we have in our midst would be running,

but many others would be started. If

the men associated with the institutions

that have been established in the past

ir. different parts of Utah, would only

get together, and if the men of means

would join with them and furnish

enough money to resuscitate these in-

dustries, and all work upon the princi-

ple of sustaining home institutions, I

am satisfied, that we would grow in our

material interests much faster than we
have in the past.

I also find in traveling around, that

there is a lack of interest among the

people in providing work for their chil-

dren, and many of them are idle. I

have noticed, too, that many of our

young people are becoming professional

idlers. If there is any one thing that

will bring trouble to the children of the

Latter-day Saints more than another it

is to raise them up in idleness; for an

idle brain is the devil's workshop. I

tell you, my brethren and sisters, we

ought to rrovide some means of em-

ployment for our young people, and

teach them in their youth to be indus-

trious and avoid the crime of idleness.

The proper time to correct this evil is

now. Upon the great face of the world's

time piece is only written one word,

and that is NOW. I hope and trust

that where we see the great blessings

which our Heavenly Father showers up-

on the people going to waste upon this

hand and upon the other, we will be in-

terested enough to get together, and

men who have been blessed of God with

means, utilize their means in starting

some kind of industry that will em-
ploy our young people. I know that if

we will do this and the people be loyal
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in their support, numerous industries

can be established and made a success.

It is almost a shame to think of the
number of factories that have, been
started in Utah in the shape of woolen
mills and only one running—a mill at

Provo, running night and day, and
ninety per cent of all its products go-

ing to eastern markets! It did not use

to be that way, and it should not be

now. Many of our people are restless,

.and some of the younger men, and some
of the older ones, too, are moving away
in search of new homes, claiming lack

of opportuntiy to make a liv-

ing. I tell you that there axe

just as good advantages and
as many of them right within the

borders of our own state, if they are

only utilized, as you will find most
anywhere in this country. Do not get

discouraged, and do not leave your
homes, but make use of the advantage?
around you. I have seen lately many
who have sold their homes to go to dif-

ferent localities, and they have spent

most of the money in trying to get

located, and now they are coming back
to where they went from, not as wei.

off as when they went, and without any
home, and most of the means gone.

I have in mind now many industries

that could be started in different parts

of the State, and should be by men who
have the interest of the people at heart.

I ask the leading men of our communi-
ties to take an interest in this par-

ticular direction, and see if they cannot

find something to do for all our boys,

and for the idle men, if there are any.

I suggested the other day to the Com-
mercial Club of Provo that it would be

a very good thing for them to appoint

a committee to visit every locality in

Utah, and even beyond the borders of

our own State, and see what was being

done in other localities by way of manu-
facturing industies, and returning

study the natural resources of our city,

and see if they could not be converted

into something that we must have and
for which we are now sending our

means out of the State. I believe it

would be a good thing, whenever men
travel from one place to another, to

learn of the successful manufacturing
establishments, and perhaps they might
find something that would be of ad-
vantage to the people where they are
located. If these things are looked
after, I believe greater prosperity will
be brought to the people than they
have enjoyed in the past.
My brethren and sisters, I ask God's

blessings upon us as a people, and upon
all that we undertake to do in right-
eousness, that we may be successful.
That His blessings may ever attend us,
is my prayer in the name of Jesus'.
Amen.
The choir sang the anthem, "Arous,c,O ye Mortals."

Eenediction was pronounced by Elder
Joseph W. McMurrin of the seven presi-
dents of Seventies.

OVERFLOW MEETING.

At the overflow meeting in the As-
sembly Hall Sunday afternoon, the au-
dience filled every available seat.
Apostle Rudger Clawson called the
meeting to order promptly at 2 o'clock,
after which the Temple choir and audi-
ence sang, "Now let us rejoice in the
day of Salvation." Prayer was offered
by President James E. Steele of Bing-
ham stake; followed by the Temple
choir singing the Harvest Anthem, "Te
shall dwell in the land."

ELDER NEPHI PRATT,

(President of Northwestern States Mis-
sion.)

My brethren and sisters, I am. very
grateful to be accounted worthy to oc-

cupy this position in this great assem-
blage this afternoon. I rise before

you, a? other Elders do, with much fear

and trembling; but I am grateful to

the Lord, nevertheless, that I am ac-

counted worthy to be a member in the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints. My spirit will, throughout the

endless ages of eternity, continue

thankful for the conditions which have
surrounded me in mortal life. I thought
this morning, while listening to certain

remarks of our brethren in this con-

ference, that if I could see my own
father and mother again, with the un-
derstanding that I have now, I could
almost bow down and worship them. I

am thankful that my father was a
seeker after truth, that he hungered af-


