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I pray that God will bless us all, that

we may open our hearts and desire to

know the will of God; that we may
gain from the many good things

said here that which shall comfort

our souls, that we may go

away built up in faith, and with

love toward our fellow men throughout

all the earth. We ought to teach our-

young men, all of them, to open their

hearts, for the young man who cannot

pray to his Father in heaven in earnest

will never convert a soul in the world.

He must love the souls of men, h&

must open his heart in prayer, in song,

and in earnest speech before he can

impress the people that he believes

what he is saying.

May God help us all to be true to the

covenants we have made to uphold

and sustain the laws of God upon the

earth, is my prayer, in the name of

Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER RULON S. WELLS.

I have rejoiced exceedingly, my
brethren and sisters, in the meetings

of this conference, and in the testimo-

nies that have been borne as to the di-

vinity of the work in which we are en-

gaged. I might say that I have teen

specially pleased with the reports that

have come from the mission fields. It

has brought to us the missionary spirit

that we all admire so much in our

young men when they return to our

midst. I also rejoice in the Gospel it-

self, the principles which have been re-

vealed by our Father in heaven for the

salvation of His children; and I feel a

deep interest in spreading abroad

among the nations of the earth a

knowledge of the Gospel that our Fath-
er has restored to the earth in the day

and age in which we live.

In the remarks of Brother Asahel
Woodruff, in the tabernacle, this morn-
ing, he stated that the people, or a

great many of them, had ceased to re-

gard the Bible as any particular au-
thority, and in presenting the Gospel it

was necessary to show them its philos-

ophy. They are no longer content to

accept of a faith because it harmonizes
with the revealed word of God, it must

be presented to them in a form that

will appeal to their reason. In other

words, they must have religion present-

ed to them scientifically before they will

accept it.

My brethren and sisters, the Gospel

of Jesus Christ is a scientific religion;

it is based upon eternal principles of

truth, and truth is science. I thought
while he was speaking this morning,
how natural it is that men and women
should be saved through the operations
of that only true Gospel, which our
Father has revealed; and how natural
are the principles that have been re-

vealed to us, and how they appeal to
the reason of intelligent men and wo-
men. There are many scientific truths
stated in the Bible, but none of them
any more scientific than this, that
"This is Eternal Life to know Thee,
the true and living God and Jesus
Christ whom Thou hast sent." It re-

quires only a little reflection to come to
the conclusion that it is so in very
deed. Every man and woman must
recognize the fact that we are sur-
rounded by influences that are abroad
in the world. There is one power and
influence that is endeavoring to elevate
and exalt mankind; it is the Spirit of

God that issues forth from His pres-
ence, and is bestowed upon all those
who diligently seek Him. If we lend a
willing ear to the whisperings of the
still small voice it will lead us to works
of righteousness.

There is also another influence that is

abroad in the land, and everywhere felt

among the children of men, that is

leading downward, and if we harken to
that voice it will lead us to destruc-
tion. Have you never felt the power
of these influences working upon you?
Does it need to be proven to you as in-
dividuals that these influences are
abroad in the world? Have they not
come under your own observation? Ev-
ery man and woman should say, Yes,
I have felt them for myself. On the
one hand we listen to the Spirit of God;
we hearken to His voice, and it leads
us to the doing of those things tJz&t
are in harmony with the will of the
Father; it causes our hearts to be filled
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with joy, it teaches us to love our

neighbor, to be honest, to be truthful,

tao live a godly life and to keep our-

selves unspotted from the sins of the

world. On the other hand, if we listen

to the evil power (which is just as much
a reality as the existence of that good
power and influence), if we hearken to

that, it will lead us to the doing of those

things that are evil, it will teach us to

cheat our neighbor, to lie and steal, and
will lead us down into' the depths of

misery; it will lead us into a life of de-

bauchery crime and sin. The reason
we find men both good and bad is be-

cause these influences are abroad in the

world.

There is another scientific statement
recorded in the Scripture, which says:

"There is a spirit in man, and the in-

spiration of the Almighty giveth him
understanding." The spirit that be-

longs to us, that gives animation to

our bodies, is subject to these in-

fluences, and the Spirit of God will

give unto us understanding; it will

give unto us knowledge; it will bring

us unto God. It is also true that the

evil spirit will darken our minds, and
rob us of the understanding we ought

to have. These are realities, my
brethren and sisters. We are in the

midst of them, for these powers and

these influences are operating upon the

minds of the children of men. Blessed

is he whose soul yearns to be guided

and directed by the Spirit of God. Hap-

py is he if he lends a willing ear to

the good influence that is trying to

purify and save his soul. But un-

fortunate and unhappy is he who yields

to the power and influence of the ad-

versary.

When Paul was preaching this Gos-

pel of the kingdom in Athens, he found

the people in ignorance. They had

been worshiping false gods. They had

been offering their devotions to Miner-

va, the goddess of wisdom, and to Nep-

tune, the god of the sea, to Mars, the

god of war, and many other false dei-

ties whom they were worshiping. But

among that people were some who be-

gan to yearn after the true and living

God. They knew that there was an-

other power. Their own observation

had convinced them of that, so they
undertook to erect an altar in His hon-
or, and upon that altar they inscribed

the words, "To the unknown God."
Paul took that inscription for his thema
and text, and he said, "Him whom ye
ignorantly worship, him declare I unto
you." Later on he admonished them
that they should "Seek the Lord if hap-
ly they mierht feel after Him and find

him, though he be not far distant from
every one of us, for in him we live

and move and have our being." He
proclaimed the existence of the Spirit

of God that issued forth from the pres-

ence of the Father, and is everywhere
to be found. I know that the passage
I quoted in the first place is pretty
thoroughly understood by the Latter-
day Saints, that this is eternal life,

this is salvation, that we may learn

to know the Lord. Then it ought to

be in a plan of salvation that is scienti-

fic in its nature, that men and women
may be brought to the knowledge of

God, because that is eternal life. The
way to obtain that knowledge, then, is

to get the Spirit of God, because no man
knoweth the things of God but by the
Spirit of God that is in him. Any plan
which has for its purpose the bringing
of men and women to that knowledge
must indeed be founded upon scientific

principles. The Gospel of Jesus Christ

is peculiarly adapted to the acquisi-

tion of that knowledge. Its foundation

is laid upon a knowledge of that theme,

upon an understanding of that princi-

ple. When you see a man or a woman
hearken to the still small voice, endeav-
oring io do right and to learn and lean

upon the influence that is uplifting,

and which is everywhere inducing men
and women to be better, their hearts

go out to that power and influence. And
what is it? It is faith in God, the true

and living God. Our hearts go out to

Him. It is a natural principle that

causes us to lean to the good influence,

to lend a willing ear and to seek after

Him, whom to know is life eternal.

Not satisfied with the false gods that

are in this world, our hearts yearned
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for the true and living God. That is

faith; a natural principle.

In order that we may come to a
knowledge of God, that the Lord may
he pleased to draw nigh unto us, and
that we may be qualified to receive an
additional outpouring of that Holy

Spirit, what are we to do? We must
set ourselves in order, forsake our evil

ways, and put ourselves in harmony
with the Good Spirit that is leading us

upward. That is repentance, another

natural law, without which we cannot

come to a full knowledge of God.

What else do we yearn for? Forgive-

ness of sin, that we might stand clean

before the throne of God, and be quali-

fied to receive additional light which

comes from the Spirit of God. Baptism

is natural, too. I thank God that He
established this ordinance, and put this

law in His Church, that we may be

washed free from sin, and be prepared

to receive His Holy Spirit.

What else is there in this Gospel that

is natural and scientific? Why, the ob-

taining of this Spirit; and God has in-

stituted an ordinance that it might be

conferred upon us by His divine author-

ity, the ordinance of laying on of hands,

that we might receive the Spirit of God.

These are some of the principles that

constitute truly scientific religion.

Some say, "I am not going to exercise

faith; I want to have things proven to

me first." You have got to manifest

faith in God, or you will give evidence

of being on the side of Satan, just

as sure as you live. You have got to

lend your ear to the Spirit of God, or

you will hearken to the spirit of the

adversary, who is trying to drag you

down. These are the influences that

are abroad in the world. They are

realities, and you know it, every one

of you. You cannot ignore the power

of God. The Spirit of God is striving

among the children of men, to lift them

up and bless those that will hearken.

And the spirit of evil is trying to drag

you down, striving with you and seek-

ing your destruction, just as sure as

you are living here today. Satan has

a very evil power, a very evil influence,

a very evil name, and his name Is

adapted to his character. Did you ever

stop to analyze it? Let me just point

out a few things to you about this evil

spirit that is abroad in the world, that

I may emphasise the character of the

being who is trying to destroy your
souls. We call him the devil. Just im-

agine his name as being written upon
the wall here. It is bad in all its parts:

Strike off the d, and it is evil, and that

is bad; strike off the e and it is vile;

strike of the v and it is il

(ill), and that is bad, too; then

strike off the i, and give it a little

English accent, and it is hell! And
that is just where he will take you, if

you listen to his voice. Let us then

seek the Spirit of God, and believe In

this natural religion which God has

revealed for the savation of the chil-

dren of men. Amen.

J. GOLDEN KIMBALL.
I feel a good deal, at this time, as the

chaplain did in one of the Utah Leg-

islative assemblies when my father put

him on oath. Father was a little ac-

quainted with him. They had crossed

the plains together, and father knew
what a long and tedious prayer he

usually offered, so father said,

"Will you pray briefly and to the

point." Well now, I feel that I will

have to talk briefly and to the point. I

trust that, through the inspiration of

the Holy Spirit, I may make myself

clear, for sometimes on these occasions

we go down on record, that is, what
we say is placed in print Now I am not

fearful to open my' mouth, and endea-

vor to use the time profitably which the

Lord has given me I have lived in this

Church long enough to know something
about it, and I don't have to go to

strangers to ask them anything about
this work, and I don't propose to accept

their statements, unless they are har-

monious with my views.

I was born in this Church, and I

thank God for it. It comprises every-
thing that is good, everything that is

pure, everything that is elevating, not-

withstanding all that is said against
it.

I can tell my history in a few min-
utes; if I stood before the bar of God
tomorrow, and the Lord asked we what


