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have not understood this work will un-
derstand it, and, thanks be to the tes-

timony that we have received, they
may yet have an opportunity to partake
of the blessings our Father has in store

for His children.

That the influence of this conference
may be disseminated throughout Israel

and the world, and that the Spirit of

love and peace may be with all our
Father's children, is my prayer in the

name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER C. W. PENROSE.
Praise for the Worthy—The voice of the true
Snepherd—Terms of Mission work— ItUht-
eousness the strength of the Saints—Their
Special Mission—Testimony of the Truth-
Treatment of Enemies.

My brethren and sisters, as this build-

ing is overflowing at this time with the

sons and daughters of the Lord anxi-

ous to hear His word and to worship
before Him in the beauty of holiness,

so my soul today is overflowing with
gratitude to our Heavenly Father and
with joy and thanksgiving that I have
the privilege of assembling with this

vast congregation to take part in the

exercises of this conference. I have
no language to express the feelings

that well up in my heart today. When
I look upon this congregation of Lat-
ter-day Saints and realize how many
they represent in the various parts of

the Church, in this and other lands,

I am led to exclaim like one when the

electric telegraph was first thoroughly

understood and utilized, "What hath
God wrought!" This is the work of

God, it is true, the Lord has had to call

to His aid on earth many of His sons

and daughters to assist in the establish-

ment of the latter-day kingdom, and
that He now has on Mount Zion many
who will be saviors of men. Yet the

kingdom is the Lord's, the work is His,

and to Him be the praise and the glory.

However, I would not detract in the

least from the praise that is due to the

faithful laborers in this cause. I can
join heartily in our popular hymn,
"Praise to the man who communed
with Jehovah: Jesus anointed that

prophet and seer." It is right to give

words of praise and to recognize the

labors of the faithful servants of God

who have lived for the truth and died

in its defense, and also to express our

faith in the men who have succeeded

the Prophet as the leaders of Israel in

the latter days. And I do not believe

that any man who ever stood at the

head of the Church had more of the

love, faith, confidence, prayers and sup-

port of the Latter-day Saints than our
present leader, President Joseph F.

Smith, who is of the blood of the

prophets, as well as being imbued with

the spirit of his calling. I believe that'

the Latter-day Saints have full confi-

dence in him as the leader of the

Church, and his Counselors, and in the

men who are associated intimately with
him in carrying on this great latter-day

work.

I have enjoyed every meeting of this

conference. I have watched carefully

the remarks that have been made by
those who have spoken, and I can bear

testimony to their truth, and in them I

recognize the voice of the Lord. When
Jesus was on earth He declared Him-
self to be "the good shepherd," and
He said: "My sheep hear my voice,

and they follow me; and a stranger

they will not follow, because they know
not the voice of a stranger." I hope

that the sheep of Israel who are here

today, and those whom they represent,

are able to distinguish between the

voice of the good shepherd and the

voice of the stranger, and that they

will never be led aside from the path

in which they should walk, but that

they will keep their eye upon the prize

of the mark of their high calling in

Christ Jesus, and press forward on the

strait and the narrow way that lead-

eth unto eternal lives, and that they

will not be turned to the right_hand

nor to the left by the voice of the

stranger. We have heard from several

of our brethren. The tones of their

voices, their complexions, their stature,

their physical development, their intel-

lectual powers, are all different; but the

one voice has been heard through this

conference, and that is the voice of

the Lord, the voice of the good shep-

herd, through His agents whom He has

appointed to carry on His work in
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these latter times. That voice has

found an echo in my heart. I rejoice

in it and praise the Lord. When I

look back upon my past life and labors

in this Church and behold what I do

today, I say in my soul, Blessed and
praised be the name of the Lord!

While our brethren were talking this

morning in regard to the terms and
times of missionary labor, I thought of

my first missionary labors in the old

world. More than fifty-three years

ago I was called to go out, as a boy, to

lift up my voice and proclaim the truth

of the everlasting Gospel; for God had
planted that truth in my soul and had
given me a witness that this is His
work. The Spirit of the Lord had
borne testimony to my spirit that God
had in very deed, in the last days, com-
menced the work spoken of by all the

holy prophets since the world began,
and that Joseph Smith, whom he had
raised up, was indeed a prophet of the
ilving God. I went out and labored
as a missionary in different parts of

Great Britain, and the Lord was with
me, and His power was upon me. I

did not think about laboring for a year,
or two years, or three years, but to la-

bor until I was released; and my labors
went on from year to year until I had
been in the ministry incessantly for
over ten yea'rs before I was privileged
to be released and come here to
the mountains to rejoice with the
saints in the blessings of the gospel
of peace. When I was sent on a mis-
sion again to the old world, I was
gone three years and a half, and there
was a talk about my staying another
year. When I went again, I did not
stay there quite a year. So there is

no particular term for a mission. The
brethren and sisters should not feel

that the presidents of missions are un-
der obligations to release their sons
or their daughters when two years
have elapsed from the time they leave
home.
The missionaries in the world are

imbued with this spirit that I have
been talking about, and they bear with
them the same voice. It has what we
call the proper "ring" to it. We could

not describe it exactly in words,

but there is something about the

preaching of the gospel by the

Elders of Israel, something

about the testimony that is

borne by the servants and handmaid-
ens of the Lord, something about their

praying, their singing, their harmony,
their melody, the glorious music which
comes from them, whether by choirs

or by single voices—something inex-

plicable, there is a tone and a ring to

it that enters into our souls, and there

is something within us that har-

monizes with it. It is the voice of the

Good Shepheard, Jesus of Nazareth, the

Savior of the world, who has come in

these last days, in company with the

Eternal Father, to establish the king-

dom and work of the latter times. His
voice has been heard in reality; His
voice is ringing in the testimony of

His servants, and the spirit which He
brought with Him from on high is

here in His Church, and it will remain
and abide and continue. The power,

the light, and the glory thereof will

go forth to the uttermost parts of the

earth, and the honest and upright in

heart will be attracted thereby, and
when they hear the sound of the gos-

pel there will be something within

them that will correspond to it, and
thev will embrace it.

Now, my brethren and sisters, the

Lord has brought us into these moun-
tain heights. What for? That we
may organize perfectly according to

the pattern which He has revealed.

The first meeting of this conference

brought forth a clear exposition of the

order of the Church. When President

Smith was declaring it I reioiced ex-

ceedingly in knowing that it was an

evidence that God laid the foundation

of this work, and that the organiza-

tion of the Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints is something be-

yond human wisdom. It was the pow-
er of God by which this organization

was given to mankind, and if we will

onW carry out the designs of the Lord,

it will go forth steadily to victory.

No weapon that is formed against it
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•will prevail, no obstacle placed in its

way will retard its progress. But we
are expected to do our part in this

great organization that God has set

up, that it may accomplish the work
for which it is designed. The Lord

has promised to us that if we will do

His will and keep His commandments
He will fight our battles. We are not

called upon to use carnal weapons;

we are called upon to clothe ourselves

with the armor of salvation, to carry

the sword of truth, to labor as the

soldiers of Christ, not with carnal

weapons or with the power of this

world, bvt with light and truth and
with the power of the Almighty, with

which He will encircle us and by

which we will overcome.

I want to say to my young friends

here today that their strength and

the strength of this work will be in

their virtue, in their honesty, in their

upright course of conduct in this life.

The gospel that we have received is

a gospel of libertv. but not of licence.

There is nobody in bondage in this

church. We are at perfect liberty to

do that which we desire to do, so far

as we have power. But we are not

permitted, if we are saints of the liv-

ing God, to go into corruption and
wickedness and into the evils of this

world. True, we have the power, but

the Lord has given us commandments
concerning these things, and He ex-

pects us to be a righteous people. Not
but what we are subject to the frailties

of humanity and to the ills of mortal

flesh; but we are called out of the world

to be the saints of the living God,

and the Lord has said in the

latter days, as in times of old,

"Be ye clean that bear the vessels of

the Lord." The Lord expects the

young men of Israel to be pure and
virtuous in their conduct, just as

much as he requires it of the daugh-
ters of Israel. Let that be understood.

In the world, if a woman goes wrong
she falls almost to rise no more; but

the man can steep himself in wicked-

ness and corruption and fall into vice

and folly, and he can be welcomed into

society. That is not according to the
gospel of Christ. It is not according
to what people call "Mormonism."
The Lord expects men to be pure as
well as women, and He has brought us
into these mountains that we may raise

up a holy generation, a peculiar people,

a nation of priests, who will afterwards,

some time in eternity, be kings as well

as priests, ruling and reigning in the

house of Israel forever. As I have said,

the strength of this people is in their

comparative purity, in their righteous-
ness, in their sincerity. They are not
a set of hypocrites.

The servants of God do not preach for

hire; they do not divine for money; but
they labor for the good of mankind,
and they have in their hearts a desire

for the salvation of the souls of men.
For this our Elders go out into the
world; for this the servants of God la-

bor at home; and I know as I know
that I live that the men who stand at

the head of affairs here are honorable,

upright, virtuous, kind-hearted, loving

men, and that their sole desire is to

build up the kingdom in righteousness

and to bless the people by disseminating
light and truth, giving counsel that is

wise and wholesome, correcting evils

when they find them, and 'watching

carefully over the interests of the Saints

of God. Now, my brethren and sisters,

we will sustain them by our faith and
prayers and by carrying out their coun-
sels. This kingdom is sure to prevail;

there is no question about that; and if

you and I want to prevail with it we
must live according to the principles

that the Lord has revealed for our guid-

ance. We must be His Saints in very

deed. We must keep His command-
ments, purify our lives, and live as

Saints, not merely in meeting and in

our public gatherings, but in the home,
on the farm, in the workshop. Wher-
ever we are we must remember that we
are called of God to be Saints; that He
has called us out of the world for this

special work. As we have been told in

this conference, we have a mission to

perform, and it is not simply to gather
around us the good things of this world.
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That is all right as far as it goes. No
matter how much we can get on right-

eous principles, the Lord is pleased with

us, and some day He will make this

people the richest in temporal things of

all the peoples of the earth. But we
have been called with this special mis-

sion, to carry the Gospel of Christ to

every nation, kindred, tongue and peo-

ple; and if we cannot go out ourselves,

we can send our sons and daughters

and sustain those that can go. We can

also help those that are gathered home.

When they come into our midst, look

after them; see that they are not al-

lowed to fall into the ways of the

stranger, or to be led astray by those

who would seek to deceive them; but

guide their footsteps in the path of

peace.

While we live we' have this mission

to perform, and when we depart hence

and go beyond the veil, we will be just

the same people,—having merely

dropped off the outer covering of the

flesh—and our labors will be continued

there. The Gospel will not only be

preached to every creature on the

earth, but to every son and daughter

of Adam who has dwelt in the flesh and
passed away into the other world with-

out hearing the truth. For God's tender

mercies are "over all His works," and
we are all His children, and He loves us

and desires our salvation. But He
knows that that cannot be accom-
plished unless we walk in the ways of

salvation, and an opportunity to receive

His word will be given to every soul

that has breathed the breath of life in

the body, either here on earth or in the

regions beyond. I rejoice in the knowl-

edge of this great truth—only one out

of many truths that have been brought

forth through the ministration of the

latter-day Prophet. I rejoice in the

knowledge that the Gospel of peace will

come to every creature.

I bear you my testimony that I know
as I know that I live, and have known
it for over fifty-four years, that this is

the work of God. I bear testimony be-

fore the heavens and the earth that God
in the last days has established the

work spoken of by the ancient prophets;

that the truth has been revealed in its

purity; that it will go on until the full-

ness thereof has been made known from
the heavens; that the spirit of revela-

tion from on high has been poured out;

that the holy Friesthood, held by men
of old, has been restored in the latter

days, and that it is here now and will

never be taken again from the earth.

When God commenced this work, as He
slated, He sent the authority and pow-
er of the holy apostleship "for the last

days and for the last time," and He
will not take it away again nor give it

to another people. This is His work,

His Church, the beginning of His King-
dom on the earth, and it will go forth

to victory. Zion is being built up in the

way that the Lord has appointed, and

the work of salvation is going on for

the living and for the dead. The Lord

said we were not to be afraid of

our enemies, and we are not to be

ashamed of His work, for He will

take care of it. I rejoice before the

Lord that I am in Zion. I am remind-

ed of the sayings of Isaiah the Prophet

concerning the Zion of the latter days:

"Arise, shine; for thy light is come,

and the glory of the Lord is risen up-

on thee. For, behold, the darkness shall

cover the earth, and gross darkness the

people; but the Lord shall arise upon
thee, and his glory shall be seen upon
thee. And the Gentiles shall come to

thy light, and kings to the brightness

of they rising. Lift up thine eyes

round about; and see: all they gather

themselves together, they come to thee;

thy sons shall come from far, and thy

daughters shall be nursed at thy side."

Every word spoken by the Prophets

of old and' by the Prophets of latter

times concerning this great work wiil

be fulfilled. I know it will prevail. It

cannot be overcome. I echo the senti-

ments of my brethren and say: Treat

our friends who appear to be our ene-

mies with kindness, with charity and
with brotherly love. Let us not get an-

gry with them. Sometimes that spirit

naturally arises in our hearts, and we
feel it is all very well to say, "Father,

forgive them, for they know not what
they do;" but how about those who do



ELDER B. H. ROBERTS, 71

know what they do? How about those

who willfully, intentionally and malici-

ously malign our brethren, distort the

truth, and seek to bring trouble and
injury upon the Latter-day Saints?

What about them? Just leave them in

the hands of the Lord, and do not allow

irritation to arise in your breasts for

that is what they desire, but let us in

patience possess our souls, as Christ

commanded. In the tribulations of the

latter days, when all men should speak

evil concerning His people; when they

should revile them and persecute

them, and say all manner of evil

against them falsely, for His name's

sake; "rejoice," paid He, "and he ex-

ceeding glad, for so persecuted they the

Prophets which were before you," and

"in patience possess ye your souls."

Now, my brethren and sisters, let us

continue in this good work. Let us be

proud of the things that God has given

unto us, proud of our homes, proud of

our State, proud of our glorious coun-

try, and of the Constitution of the

United States, which God inspired His
servants to bring forth, to establish

liberty, that every soul might have an

opportunity of worshiping God accord-

ing to the dictates of his conscience,

and that perfect liberty might prevail

throughout this loved land. Let us re-

joice in these things, and thank and
praise the name of the Lord, and show
our gratitude to Him by walking in the

straight way, turning neither to the

right nor to the left, but pressing on-

ward, that we may receive the crown
of eternal lives in the presence of our

Father. May God help us individually

to conquer and overcome, that we may
sit down with Him in His kingdom, as

Christ overcame and sat down upon the

Father's throne. Peace and the bless-

ings of God abide with all Israel,

through Jesus Christ. Amen.
The choir then sang an anthem, "God

of Israel hear our prayer," with

borthers Robinson and Phillips and
sisters Edward and Cooper as soloists,

the disciple whom Jesus loved—came
ELDER B. H. ROBERTS.

If from a distance you look upon the
dial of a clock, you may know that the

hands are moving, but you cannot see

them move. You may look upon the
grass, upon the trees, and upon other
fcrms of vegetation, and you may know
that the grass and the trees and the

other vegetation are growing; but you
cannot see the minute additions made
to them by which they grow. And so
it is in relation to a work of the char-
acter of this work in which we are en-
gaged, and which the world calls Mor-
rronism—a work that has grown to its

present proportions little by little;

whose doctrines have developed pre-
cept by precept, here a little and there
a little, line upon line. Its growth has
been so gradual, the development of

its doctrines so slow, that men, look-
ing upon it casually, or from a distance
may not possiblj- be able to discern its

growth. After the lapse of time, how-
ever, we may see that the hand upon
the dial has moved some distance; that
the grass has increased several inches,

and that the trees have grown several
feet taller and several inches larger in

diameter. So also, by looking upon
"Morrr.onism" after the -lapse of consid-
erable time, I think we may gather
very much of encouragement from the
amount of growth discernable in it.

If you count thel sending of the

prophet of this last dispensation to the

earth as the beginning of God's great

latter da3r work, we shall have nearly

a, century in which to consider its

growth; for on the twenty-third of next

December it will lack but one year of

being a century since the Prophet Jo-

seph Smith was born. At about fifteen,

you remember, in response to his beau-
tiful faith in God, he received his first

great revelation, in which he beheld the

Father and the Son as they communi-
cated to him the great truth that they
were about to begin a great and mar-
velous work in the earth that should

prepare the way for the glorious coming
of the Son of God in the clouds of

heaven with power and great glory, to

reign with his Saints in the earth not

or.ly as Lord of lords, but also as King
of kings. A few years later the knowl-
edge was revealed of the American
vclume of scripture—the Book of Mor-


