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the sessions of this conference to have
a good attendance, and that we may
have a peaceable spirit of love un-

feigned in our hearts, one for another,

joy inexpressible for the opportunity

we have of meeting together in this

house that has been built for this pur-

pose and to attend to the duties that

devolve upon us as members of the

Church, and that we may go hence

at the close of this conference strength-

ened in the faith, encouraged in our

good endeavors, and with a renewed
determination that as for us and for

ours we will serve God and let the

world do its worst. May God bless

you is my prayer in the name of Jesus.
Amen."

A quartet, "When the swallows
homeward fly," was beautifully rend-

ered by Sisters Hadley, Owen, Jones

and Saunders.

PRESIDENT JOHN R. WINDER.

Satisfactory Condtions of Church Affairs.
—Interesting Incidents Connected
With the Work, Under God, of the
Prophet Joseph Smith.—Hardships ot
the People in Early Days.—Settlement
of the Saints in This Valley, Thffir
Temporary Exit and Return.—Unity
of Latter-day Saints in Relation to
Sustaining President Joseph F.
Smith, as Head of the Church.

My brethren and sisters, it affords me
a great deal of pleasure this morning
to have the opportunity of standing

before you to endorse every word that

I have heard spoken by President Jo-

seph F. Smith. Particularly am I

pleased to be able to endorse everything

he said in relation to the financial con-

dition of the Church, and everything
pertaining to the expenditures. I can
say to you, my brethren and sisters,

that your funds are perfectly safe in

'his hands. First of all, I wished to

make this statement.

When I look over this vast congrega-
tion of thousands of people, represent-

ing many nations, kindreds, tongues
and peoples, my mind goes back to the

day 'when the boy Joseph Smith, 1-s

years of age, went into the woods to

pray to the Father, and when the Fath-

er and the Son appeared to him ana
gave him some instructions as to how
he should proceed. The thought comes
to me that no sooner did he make
known what had taken place than per-

secution commenced. From that hour
his life was sought. In every way the
effort was made to destroy him and his

influence. Seventy-five years ago today
he was enabled to organize the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
with a very few members. Persecution
did not cease then. On the contrary,
it continued from year to year. Then
when I think of the trying circum-
stances in which he was placed, the
wonderful work that he accomplished
during the few years he was permitted
to live upon the earth, the translation
of the Book of Mormon and the pre-
senting of it to the people and to the
world; also the production of the Doc-
trine and Covenants, and the announce-
ment of many glorious principles in-
troduced for the salvation of the living
and the redemption of the dead, I mar-
vel at the great work that he accom-
plished in the short space of 14 years.
Then I thought of the time when the
people were compelled to leave Nauvoo
and come to this country, the hardships
they had to endure, the travels across
the plains, the many difficulties they
had to encounter, and after they had ar-
rived here the energies they put
forth to establish industries for
the good and benefit of the people,
including manufactures of vari-
ous kinds. Of necessity they constituted
the governments here—the city coun-
cils, the legislatures; in fact, they
were all that there were in the country.
This, however, did not continue for
many years. It was wonderful how the
Lord blessed the people in the com-
mencement of their labors.

I remember also how, just ten years
from the day when the pioneers arrived
in this valley, as we were celebrating
that event at the head of Big Cotton-
wood, the word came that a great
army of the United States was form-
ing to come up and attack the people
in these valleys of the mountains. I

remember what occurred during the
remainder of that summer and the
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following winter. We were very ousy

during- the winter manufacturing boxes

in which to store flour and secure what
provisions we could, because the word
was that we would have to leave this

beautiful city and sacrifice our homes.

The report was that it was the flower

of the United States army that was
coming out here to exterminate the

"Mormons." Not only did this army
threaten us, but the Indians around us

were excited, and were robbing the

people of horses and cattle. In this

condition we remained during the win-
' ter and until the next April. That was
48 years ago. The people were told

that it was necessary to leave this city,

and not an objection was raised. We
were of one heart and one mind. The

move seemed to be inevitable. Men
could be seen gathering up a yoke of

cattle or two or three horses and hitch-

ing them to an old wagon as best they

could, they would put into each wagon
a family and all of this world's goods

that they could collect, and then march
away.

The road from here to Utah county

was lined with teams passing from this

city, the people not knowing whether

they would be permitted to return

again. I remember that it was a seri-

ous condition with us at that time. It

should be remembered that all this

was brought about by misrepresenta-

tions that were made to the President

of the United States. He sent out a

certain gentleman to discover the par-

ticulars, and after he had learned the

facts a commission was sent here to

investigate. The matter was investi-

gated, conclusions were arrived at, and

the army, which had wintered at Fort

Bridger, was permitted to come

through the city and pass over the

Jordan river. But when that army

passed through the city, every house

was closed, and not a person was to he

seen; houses were shut, windows

boarded up, and everything apparent-

ly deserted. As the soldiers marched

through, the line was more like

a funeral procession than a conquering

army. A few of us were left to take

care of the city, but all the rest had

departed. Peace was afterward brought
about, and the people were permitted
to return to their homes.

I am referring to these things, my
brethren and sisters.to verify the state-

ment of President Smith this morning,
that this is the Lord's work, and that

He overrules all these conditions for

the good of His people, who will do His
will and keep His commandments. If

you will look back and reflect, you will

discover that every event I have men-
tioned led to one result—the Church
took on new life, new energy, and ad-
vanced, increased and multiplied the
more rapidly.

After the return of the people from
the south we had a season of prosper-

ity. Factories and all kinds of busi-

nesses were established, and the growth
and increase were wonderful. There are
many intervening events of a like

character that I will net have time to

mention, but they must be in the minds
of many of you. We had peace for a
time; but I remember that, just eigh-

teen years ago today, conditions were
such in this city that it was thought
advisable to hold the general confer-

ence in Provo. There are some inci-

dents which I remember that I do not

think it would be wise to mention, and
I do not care to do it; but I come
along down to the condition that we
are in now.
Last Sunday was the monthly fast

day. Monthly fast meetings are held

in the 620 wards throughout Zion, and
in the branches abroad as well, I be-

lieve. On such occasions every person

present has an opportunity to speak his

or her feelings.. The meetings are gen-
erally so conducted that all are invit-

ed to express their feelings, to bear

their testimonies, and to voice their

thankfulness to the Lord for His good-

ness and mercy toward them. I attend-

ed two meetings last Sunday—one in

the morning and one in the afternoon.

At these meetings I heard at least forty

persons speak and bear testimony, and

I think almost every person that spoke

testified that they sustained and pro-

posed to sustain President Joseph F.

Smith as the president of the Church
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of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Not a dissenting voice did I hear in re-

lation to this matter. And I believe,

brethren and sisters, if I were to call

upon this vast congregation and ask
the question, "Do you sustain Presi-

dent Joseph F. Smith as the President

of the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-
ter-day gaints?" I would hear the ex-
pression, "Yes, I do," from every
voice.

Well, brethren and sisters, let us do
it as well as say we will do it. If we
will do so, the Lord will continue to

bless and prosper us, no matter what
transpires. As has been said, this is

His work, and His hand is stretched
forth, and He will control all these
matters to bring about the best results.

May the Lord help us, brethren and
sisters. Don't you think I feel thank-
ful this morning for the health and
strength I enjoy and for the blessing

of the Lord in extending my life until I

am almost eighty-four years of age, and
enabling me to stand here and express

my feelings in relation to these mat-
ters? May the Lord help me to say
always, "As for me and my house, we
will serve the Lord." God bless you all

forever. Amen.

ELDER HUGH J. CANNON,
(President of Liberty Stake.)

My brethren and sisters, I feel that it

is impossible, for me to satisfactorily

express my feelings this morning, in

standing before this vast congrega-

tion. AH the speaking that I have done

during the time I have been away
has been in comparatively small

halls. I think the largest congregation

that I have been called upon to ad-

dress numbered, perhaps, 400 persons.

I, therefore, feel that it will be diffi-

cult for me to say anything interest-

ing, or instructive, unless I have the

Spirit of the Lord.

In reporting the work in the Swiss
and German mission, I am pleased to

be able to state that everything is go-

ing along very well there. We have
had a great deal of opposition. Some-
thing like one hundred of our mis-

mionaries were banished within one
year, mostly from Prussia; but we were
able to get an extension of time,

through an appeal made to the German
government by the U. S. Ambassador,
and during that period the work for-

merly attended to by our missionaries
was, to a very large extent, turned
over to the local Priesthood. I am
pleased to be able to state

that notwithstanding the missionaries

from Utah are not now accorded free-

dom in that land, still the work is go-

ing onward, many converts are being
baptized, and those who are coming in-

to the Church are firm in the faith I

believe. They do not accept the Gos-
pel unless they are sure that it is

true, exercising care on account of

the opposition. Hence the people are
better and stronger, and more able to

stand, in spite of all the opposition

they have to meet, than at any pre-

vious time in the history of that mis-

sion. I am happy to say that the seeds

of truth, the seeds of the Gospel, have
been planted in that land; and I pre-

dict that, in spite of all the opposition

of our enemies, that seed will grow and
will bring forth fruit. I have an abso-

lute assurance that this will bo the
case.
The area of the Swiss and German

mission at the present time is very
large. It covers Germany, Switzer-

land, Austria, Hungary, Roumania and
Servia, containing about one-<welfth of

all the people in the world. In Switzer-

land we have more freedom, and a
good work is being done there. In

Hungary and Austria we have very lit-

tle freedom; still we are able to preach

the Gospel to some extent, and are bap-
tizing in both those lands. In Servia

and Roumania nothing is being done
by our missionaries at the present time.

I expect in a very short time to hear

that missionaries have been sent into

the northern part of Italy, over the

Alps from the French part of Switzer-

land. Many people have been gathered
from that part of the country, and some
prominent families now in Utah ac-

cepted the Gospel there. I firmly be-

lieve that many more will embrace the

Gospel in that part of the world.


