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I have listened with great pleasure

to the remarks that have been made
this morning, and I thank the Lord

from the bottom of my heart I have

a testimony that that which has been

said is true. I thank Him sincerely

that I know Joseph F. Smith is a Pro-

phet of the Almighty, and that he was
called by revelation to stand in the

place which he now occupies. I was
taught from my earliest infancy to re-

vere and love President Smith. My
father was associated with him and
loved and honored him, and he taught

me to love, honor and respect this man.
I thank my Heavenly Father that I

know of a surety that this work will

triumph. History repeats itself; the

same cause will always have the same
effect; and if we look back over the

75 years that this Church has been in

existence, and note the history of those

who have raised their hands against

this work, we will find they have been

failures, that they never have succeed-

ed in their designs, and that the Gos-

pel has gone on and on. I can bear

testimony, as President Smith did, that

it will triumph, and that it will even-

tually fill the whole earth. If I did not

have an absolute assurance of this I

would be filled with misgivings at the

present time. If I did not know that

the Lord, and not man, is at the head

of this work, I would be filled with

fear; but, having that testimony, the

only fear I need to have is that I may
not be able to endure unto the end. I

pray God that I may. I pray for my
brethren and for my sisters, that all

may retain the faith and prove true

unto the end. I ask these bleissings

for all of us in the name of Jesus
Christ. Amen.

ELDER RULON S. WELLS.
!It affords me great pleasure, my

brethren and sisters, to add my testi-

mony to those which have already been
borne in this meeting and to express

the faith I have in the ultimate tri-

umph of the work of God upon the

earth. I have been deeply interested

and impressed by the remarks at the

opening of this conference, and by the
evidences of the great work which
our Father is accomplishing among
the children of men. In reviewing the
conditions which prevail at the present
time I have been led to remark, What
a great and wonderful work it is that
we are engaged in, and how the Lat-
ter-day Saints who have been carrying
on this work, under the inspiration of
the Lord, have attracted toward them
the attention of the whole world. To
me it is something marvelous that a
little band of people—only a few hun-
dred thousand—should be so conspicu-
ous in the history of this world and be-
come so universally known. We have
traveled as missionaries into many
parts of the world, and I doubt if

there is any community or any peo-
ple that has not heard of the Latter-day
Saints and of this work with which
we are identified. Of course, they have
not been informed in all cases as to
the true standing of this people; they
have not received correct information
regarding us; but we have been spoken
of and heard of in the remotest parts
of the world. It is astonishing, too,

what a great amount of hatred has
been engendered among the people of
the world towards the Latter-day
Saints. We are generally regarded in

the world as being a very wicked peo-
ple, and have the reputation among the
children of men of being the worst
people upon the face of the earth. I

have wondered at this myself. I have
not only been familiar with the opinions
of men in the world, but it has been
my lot to be acquainted with the Lat-
ter-day Saints, having been born in

this community and having spent near-
ly all my life here, and I have ob-
served that they will compare favor-
ably with any people on the earth.

There is nothing in the lives of the
Latter-day Saints to warrant the opin-

ion that prevails in the world. In
many places we are regarded as a
band of cut-throats, an evil and a
licentious people; but we know that
this is not the condition that prevails

among us. When I was in England a
few years ago we held a conference
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in the city of Nottingham, and while

we were there literature was scattered

among the people containing illustra-

tions supposed to represent life 'in

Utah, and this literature was published

by a well known anti-"Mormon," Mr.

Jarman. The Latter-day Saints were

depicted there in the vilest terms.

On the front page was a picture repre-

senting a "Mormon," sitting on a pole

fence with a wide sombrero hat on his

head, in shirt sleeves, a vile expression

on his face, and in his hand a black-

snake whip. Out in the field before

him were five or six women working

With pick and shovel, and plough,

while he, presumably /he husband of

these women, was directing them, and

making them work as slaves. It is

this kind of misrepresentation that is

inflaming the minds of people against

us. Even many good honorable men

and women have been taught to be-

lieve us wicked and degraded. While

Brother McMurrin and I were cross-

ing the ocean a few years ago we hap-

pened to be in company with a number

of school teachers of the city of Phil-

adelphia who were going upon an ex-

cursion to Europe. We became ac-

quainted with them, and explaining our

religion to them. We gave them some

idea of the character of the people out

here, and they looked upon us as repre-

sentatives of the people. As we were

about to disembark, one of the pro-

fessors came up to me and said, "I

never knew, Mr. Wells, until I met

you gentlemen here, that there was

such a thing as a "Mormon" gentle-

man. I never knew but that the

"Mormons" were the vilest kind of peo-

ple, without any culture whatever. I

was taught to believe them wicked and

vile from the days of my infancy. Not

only that, but I wish to make a further

confession: I am a teacher in one of

the public schools of Philadelphia, and

I have taught my pupils to believe that,

too. But I give you my word that

when I return to my school I will try

to undo the mischief I have done."

Is it any wonder, my brethren and

sisters, that many good people have

been deluded and led astray, and
that we have become hated by the

people of the world? It may not be very
pleasant for us to contemplate the
fact that the world do not like. us. I

regret that that is the condition. 1

do not, however, regret that I am iden-

tified with this people, nor have I any
regrets for the Latter-day Saints them-
selves. No; it is the heritage of the
saints to be hated of the world; and
I find consolation in the words which
were quoted by Prest. Smith: "If ye
were of the world, the world would
love its own; but because ye are not
of the world, but I have chosen you
out of the world, therefore the world
hate you." Neither should we feel sad
and discouraged on account -of these
conditions which prevail in the world;
for the Savior said further: "Blessed
are ye, when men shall revile you, and
persecute you, and shall say all manner
of evil against you falsely, for my sake.

Rejoice and be exceeding glad: for

great is your reward in heaven: for so

persecuted they the prophets which
were before you."

My brethren and sisters, those are

feelings that fill my bosom with regard
to the attitude of the world toward us.

I feel sorry for them, not for us. Rath-
er I feel to rejoice that I am identified

with the people of God, notwithstand-
ing the enmity of the world toward us.

They do not love the. leaders of this

people; but we, who know them best,

know them to be men of God. We
know that there is nothing in their

lives that will warrant the attacks that

are being made upon them by the

world. Let us uphold and sustain them
by our faith and prayers, and by our
obedience to the will of God, that we
may be faithful and true to the cov-

enants we have made with the Lord.

Let us not be discouraged or concerned

about the ultimate triumph of this

work; for God is at the helm, and He
will lead us triumphantly into His
rest. We have no cause to fear. Let
them oppose this work as they will,

they will utterly fail in every attempt.

That they may be fustrated in all their

evil machinations, that they may be
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defeated in all that they undertake to

do against the cause of Zion, is my
prayer in the name of Jesus Christ,

Amen.
The choir sang the anthem, "Lift

up the' voice in singing."

Benediction by Elder John B. Maiben,
of the Manti Temple.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

The choir and congregation sang:

"How firm a foundation ye Saints of

the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent

word

!

What more can He say than to you He
hath said,

You who unto Jesus for refuge have
fled."

Prayer was offered by Elder Angus
M. Cannon.
Singing by the choir:

"Though deep'ning trials throng the

way,
Presa on, press on, ye Saints of God;

Ere long the resurrection day
Will spread its life and truth

abroad,"

PRESIDENT ANTHON H. LUND.
The Tithing Used Only for Legitimate

Purposes.—Establishment and Won-
derful Growth of the Church.—Doc-
trines Taught by Joseph Smith Har-
monize With the Scriptures.—Religion
and Rights of Non-"Mormons" Re-
spected by Us.

I will read a few verses of the hymn
that we have .iust been singing:

What though our rights have been as-
sailed ?

What though by foes we've been de-
spoiled?

Jehovah's promise has not failed,

Jehovah's purpose is not foiled.

His work is moving on apace,
And great events are rolling forth;

The kingdom of the latter days

—

The "little stone"—must fill the earth.

Though Satan rage, 'tis all in vain;
The words the ancient Prophet spoke,

Sure as the throne of God remain,
Nor men nor devils can revoke.

All glory to His holy name,
Who sends His faithful servants forth,

To prove the nations—to proclaim
Salvation's tidings through the earth.

I am pleased to see this large congre-

gation. I enjoyed the forenoon services

very much. I enjoyed the glorious tes-

timonies borne and the good instruc-

tions given. I hope that while I shall

address you the same spirit may direct

me that inspired my brethren who
spoke to us this forenoon.

Like Brother Winder, I feel to bear

my testimony to the truth of the state-

ments made by President Smith in re-

gard to the tithing. I know that the

tithing is used for the purpose of build-

ing up the Church of Christ upon the

earth, and only for that purpose. Presi-

dent Smith does not expend any of the

money of the Church without sharing

the responsibility of doing so with his

brethren. The accounts and books are
kept, as has been stated, in such a way
that not one cent could be diverted for

any selfish purpose without it being

known. The books are open for the

inspection of the Saints. All the means
that come into the Church are ac-

counted for, and an auditing committee
looks over the accounts and they cer-

tify that the books are correctly kept.

In addition to the things mentioned by
the president this morning for which
the tithing has been expended, I will

say that during the last year more has
been spent to help build meetinghouses
both at home and abroad than in any
other year that I remember. A great

deal of Church means has gone to the

various missions, and also to the poor

of the Church; and besides that, more
ITas been paid to our Church schools

than ever before. I believe that all the

Latter-day Saints approve and sanc-

tion this way of spending the tithing.

Our Church schools are progressing
nicely. We do for them all that we
can. We feel that they are a necessity

in Zion, and that the Saints cannot do
without them. We are proud of them,
and we wish we were more able to help
them, because we believe that much
good is being done through them.
In establishing our Church schools it

was not the design to have them an-
tagonistic to the state schools. When
strangers travel through our communi-
ties they are struck with the beautiful

schoolhouses we have erected. When I

say "we," 1 include all citizens of the
state; but as the Latter-day Saints are
in the majority they can share at least


