
SECOND DAY,
Friday, April 7, 10 a. m.

The meeting opened by the choir and
congregation singing the hymn:

Come, come ye saints, no toil nor la-
bor fear,

But with joy wend your way;
Though hard to you this journey may

appear,
Grace shall be as your day.

The opening prayer was offered by
John D. T. McAllister, President of
Manti Temple.
Singing by the choir:

"Earth, with her ten thousand flowers,
Air, with all its beams and showers,
Heaven's infinite expanse,
Sea's resplendent countenance,
All around and all above
Bear this record—God is love."

PRESIDENT FRANCIS. M. LYMAN.
The "Way Preparing for Further Proclam-

ation of the Gospel.—The Saints Giv3
Practical Evidence of Love for Man-
kind.—Leaders in the Church Deserve
Faith and Confidence.—Ignorant Oppo-
nents Not so Culpable as the Ma-
licious.—Our Religion Conforms to the
Law of the Land.

I feel very much this morning the
necessity of your, faith and prayers,

and the blessing and Spirit of the Lord
while I attempt to address you. My
heart was full of joy yesterday fn lis-

tening to the splendid reports of the
condition of the Latter-day Saints, and
what they have accomplished. It is

wonderful that we have been able in

seventy-five years to have brought to-

gether from so small a beginning such
a remarkable people, from so many dif-

ferent nations, so well established in

their faith, so completely organized,
and working so unitedly together to

carry the Gospel to the whole world.

From the first organization of the
Church, with six members, down to the
present time, with several hundred
thousand members, it is but a short
time. And every Latter-day Saint has
a testimony regarding the truth of this

work. The people of the Lord have ob-
tained forgiveness of sin through their

faith, repentance and baptism, and
they have received the Holy Ghost,
which bears record of the Father and of

the Son, and which enables us to un-

derstand the truth and the things of

God—things that none are able to com-
prehend without the aid of that spirit.

We see today a great multitude gather-

ed here to worship the Lord, represent-

ing all the various Stakes of Zion, and
all the missions of the United States.

We learned yesterday from the Pres-

idency what we have accomplished col-

lectively, and it is remarkable; for we
are carrying forward a very important
work among the nations of the earth.

We would be delighted if we could pen-

etrate those nations where we have not

yet found religious liberty; and we be-

lieve that the Lord will move among
the nations and control them until all

the world may enjoy the same liberty

that the English-speaking people and
some other races enjoy at the present
time. The Gospel makes us free; but

it is necessary that we should have a

measure of freedom among the children

of men, through the governments of

the earth, before we can move the cause

of Zion effectually among the nations.

I believe that the hand of the Lord is

manifest today, as it always has been,

among the nations, and that He is pre-

paring the way for the labor that we
have to perform. Though the world
have little faith in us, yet we will

demonstrate to them that we are true

men and women, that we love mankind
and that we do not hate them. We la-

bor to do them good, we work for their

salvation, and among the Latter-day

Saints there is a large percentage of

men and women who have sacrificed

years of their lives in preaching the

Gospel among the peoples of the earth;

and as a rule they have borne their

own expenses, have lived with the

people, and traveled without reward

—

without purse or scrip. And what has
been done, and what we see around us,

the Lord has enabled us to do it. He
has wrought by our hands. He has
planted our feet securely in these

mountain valleys, and has enabled us
to extend our borders. He has moved
upon our neighbors in the surrounding
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states and territories so that they have
wanted us, because we are a peculiar

people, leading out in practical lines,

and possibly a little more stable in our
ways than other peoflle. We have
gathered for the purpose of settling

down and occupying the land, and es-

tablishing a church wherein we may
learn of the ways of the Lord and
walk in His path. We have listened to

His counsel and have been led by it

from the beginning. We have not been
deserted. We have not been overlook-

ed. The Lord has been with His ser-

vants who have led us. He has been
with His people in their labors, at

home and abroad. He has enabled us

to build and develop a great and impor-
tant commonwealth in this State, and
we have helped materially in the estab-

lishment of the States around us. We
have led in home industry. We have
been driven to do so for our self-pres-

ervation. We have cultivated the earth.

We have not given quite so much at-

tention to mining as our neighbors have
done. We have not made fortunes like

our neighbors may have made in this

direction. But we have established our-

selves solidly upon the land, and have
built up cities and towns, houses of

worship, school houses, temples of

learning, such as any State could well

be proud of. In these respects we com-
pare very favorably with the other

States in the Union, although we
have labored under disadvantages
and have been a poor people,

gathered from among the poor.

Not many wealthy, not many great

and noble, reckoning after the

fashion of men; have come into our
ranks; but the souls that have gath-

ered with the Saints have been of

just as fine material, as splendid tex-

ture as the peoples of any other church
in the world. They have been men
and women who were willing to make
sacrifices for the Gospel's sake, and
to bear the ill-will and the hatred of

the world. They have been willing to

endure trials and hardships, to leave

their homes, their kindred, their

friends and neighbors in the various

nations, to gather with the Saints.

They have come here and have been

made one by the Spirit of the Lord.

What remarkable oneness we noticed

here yesterday in the voting! And we
are always united just about like that.

It is a rare thing to have opposition

votes among the Latter-day Saints,

for the reason that we see alike and
we believe alike. We have faith in our
leaders; not only in the men who lead

the Church, but in the men who lead

the wards, the stakes, the quorums,
the associations and the missions. For
these men have all been selected with

great care, with prayer and with sup-

plication to the Lord. As the officials

of the Church and as the people, we
have no object whatever but the ob-

taining of the very best men and wo-
men for the responsible positions. We
want men and women who are exem-
plary, who have faith, who are true

and upright, and whose integrity is

unquestioned. And today there is no
dearth of that class of people. We
find them in the stakes of Zion; we
find them in all the gatherings of the

people. In the Priesthood gatherings,

in the conference gatherings, in the

sacramental and fast meetings, we
find very choice men and women.
Though there may be, and there is,

carelessness among some of the Lat-
ter-day Saints, which grieves the

spirit of our good brethren and sis-

ters when they discover it, yet down
in the hearts of those people they know
that the Gospel is true, and they know
the men who preside over them locally

and generally; for we have dwelt to-

gether, we embraced the Gospel to-

gether in foreign lands, and then we
have been trying to live it here, after a
fashion. We have been doing pretty
well. Some have been weeded out.

They were not able to endure; they
weakened and lost the faith, and with-

drew from the Church, because it is

a very great undertaking to be a Lat-
ter-day Saint in the face of the feel-

ing of the world toward us. The world

feel ugly toward us, and as a rule,

honestly, I believe. There are some no
doubt that are not honest in it; but
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people that have not known anything-
of us, and all that has come to them
is what has been written by those
who have maligned and despitefully
used us, have honestly, conscientiously

entertained those falsehoods and be-
lieved them to be true, just as honest-
ly as men did in the days of the Sa-
vior, for there were men then who
honestly persecuted the Saints and
felt that they were really doing God's
service. Do you not think that dur-
ing our history many people have felt

that they were really doing a service
for the Lord when they persecuted
the Saints? Do you not believe that
they thought we were immoral, im-
pure, corrupt and dishonest?. Of
course, they believed that we were de-

luded. That was the most charitable

construction that they could put upon
it. But what a wonderful "delusion"
to come from a young man of the age
of the Prophet Joseph Smith, and to

have the effect it did upon men who
were much older than he, more ex-

perienced, better theologians, and men
who had acquaintance with the world
and who in some cases were educated
and scholarly! He was the junior of
most of those who associated with
him. He was only thirty-eight years

of age when he died, and he had then
led the Church in its organized capa-
city for fourteen years. And he had
always waded through a sea of trou-

ble; yet the Lord made his heart joy-

ous and light. He was filled with in-

spiration from on high, and he laid

the foundations of this work under the
direction of the Lord. It was not his

work. He had not the wisdom, the

judgment, the power, nor the under-
standing'. But the Lord made him a
Prophet and a law-giver, and he has
handed down to us the revelations

which the Lord gave to him. They
compose a very precious volume, for

they are the words of the Lord. This

book is a law to the Church. The
Prophet Joseph was especially raised

up for this work. He was
foreknown by the Father, who under-

stood him perfectly. He knew his in-

tegrity and his devotion, and He

made up to him for the loss of this

world's education, and brought him to

a profound understanding under the

inspiration of the Holy Ghost, so that
he was one of the best theologians,

learned in Scripture and the doctrines
of the Lord, that has lived upon the
earth. He laid down the doctrines of

the Gospel for us, and they are here at

our service.

Now then, have we been deceived?
Have we been led astray by this young
man? He comes to us and tells us, as
the Savior did in His day, that if any
man will receive the message and will

allow his heart to open and receive the
principles of faith, repentance and bap-
tism from the Lord, and th«n will do
the will of the Father,, he may know of

the doctrine. There is not a. man :n

the world but may know of the truth of

the doctrine laid down in the revela-

tions of the Lord to the Prophet Joseph
Smith. There is not a man so great,

so intelligent and so powerful in this

world but he can learn that lesson. He
can know that Joseph Smith was a

prophet of God just as well as he can
know anything on this earth; for all his

faculties and his very soul will be con-«

vinced. And if he is an honest man
like Paul he cannot deny it, provided

he does right. When Paul got his eyes

open and he heard the voice of the

Lord, he was willing to sacrifice his

life, because he had seen the light and
had heard the voice. The Spirit of the

Lord filled his soul and bore record to

him that he had met Jesus in the way.
Could he deny it? He could not. And
the Prophet Joseph could not deny it

when he saw the Lord and the angel.

He knew it, he saw it, he understood it

thoroughly. The Holy Ghost doth en-

velop and inspire the hearts of men
who serve the Lord, so that they are

as thoroughly convinced of the truth

as their natural senses are that there

is light and darkness, cold and heat,

pain and pleasure, taste and smell. By
our natural senses we comprehend the

things of the world; and just as infor-

mation and knowledge come to us by
hearing and feeling and seeing, so does

the inspiration of the Holy Ghost fill



PRESIDENT FRANCIS M. LYMAN. 27

the hearts and souls of all men who
sincerely repent. Of course, men will

not repent unless they have faith; but
all men who have faith in God and in

His Son Jesus Christ, who repent and
turn from their sins, who are baptized

for the remission of their sins in the

authority of the Lord Jesus, obtain this

light and inspiration. That is the spirit

that made us one yesterday; it makes
us one today, and it will unite us in

the future. It will clear our minds, and
we will not be troubled nor in the

dark; for the Lord will be with us and
will manifest His good pleasure to us

in answer to our prayers and our good
works. He will bring peace and joy

into our Souls, and establish us and
anchor our souls, that we shall not be
easily moved. Why, we have become
so numerous now, so well established

and experienced, that with all the agi-

tation that can be stirred up against

us you will hardly see anybody turn-

ing away from the truth. In early

times, before the brethren were well

seasoned and tried, while the material

was fresh and green, many fell by the

wayside, lost their footing, and wan-
dered from the Church. Some of them
returned and saw the light again, but

many never returned. Today, how-
ever, you cannot find a devoted and
faithful Latter-day Saint, not a chief,

not a leading spirit in the Church,

that is shaken in his faith, or that

feels uncertain in regard to his

standing and fellowship. I want to

say for the six hundred Bishops in

the Church, for the fifteen hundred
missionaries in the field preaching the

Gospel, for the Presidents of Stakes

and their counselors, for the High
Councilors, for the Bishops' counselo

one for the presiding councils of the

Seventies, you can hardly find one of

these presiding men that is shaken.

And Israel is larger today than he

has ever been in this dispensation, and
we are more numerous and better es-

tablished than ever before. Not one

of these officers but knows just exact-

ly where we are. The testimony

abides in every heart when the will of

God has been at all reasonably done.

If there be any who do not know; if

there be any who have question in

their hearts, it is because they have
not steered their course along the

proper lines, and they have need to

repent. We have need to repent if we
are a little off the straight line that

leads to eternal life.

The brethren who preside are labor-

ing constantly among the people, and
we are doing what we can reasonably.

And we will do more; we intend to do
more; we intend to be better, to work
righteousness better than we have done
and to grow in faith and in favo
with the Lord all the time. There is

room for improvement, no doubt, with

the very best of us. I believe that is

the feeling with the brethren who pre-

side. The care of the detailed affairs of

the Church rests with the presiding

brethren in the branches, the wards and
the stakes, and these men are entitled

to be filled with the inspiration of the

Lord. Men who stand at the head of

stakes and of wards, with their helps in

government, are expected to be pre-

pared to teach the people, to care for

the various departments and organiza-
tions, that none shall be neglected or

overlooked, and that all shall be cared
for, exercising sympathy and tender-

ness towards those who are at all weak.
And we all get "weak. There is not any-
one so strong but gets weak at times.

Let sickness and poverty come upon
us, let misfortune overtake us, and we
are weaklings. Man is like the worm
of the dust almost when his health and
strength and the favor of the Lord are

taken from him. The strongest anH
mightiest among the people need the

favor and blessing of the Lord and the

sympathy of their neighbors. We need
to help one another, sustain and uphold
one another, so that no one shall feel

neglected; for all their souls are pre-

cious. Though we be mortal, fallen,

frail, yet we are the sons of God, the

children of our Father who dwells in

heaven. Thank the Lord that we have
learned this through the Prophet Joseph
Smith. Thank the Lord that we know
who our Father is, that we knew wfio

the Savior is, and that we know that

they live; for we have the witness, the

word of the Lord through the Prophet,
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and in addition to that we have the
witness of the Holy Ghost. We have
demonstrated in our lives and in our
experience that we are not mistaken;
for the Lord has manifested Himself to

us in our visions and dreams and in

answering our prayers, and in a thou-
sand ways. He has redeemed us from
our fallen condition, and has saved us;

that is, we are preserved, we have not
been broken to pieces, and we are not
going to be broken to pieces. We are

going to be faithful, united, and at-

tend to the duties that pertain to trie

kingdom of God. We propose to d3
that, "with the Lord's help. Then wt
intend to feed and clothe ourselves, and
take -care of our farms, our flocks and
our herds, and build our temples, our
houses of worship and our temples of

learning. We expect to be men in this

world, like other men—manly men, hon-
orable, upright men, business men, fi-

nancial men, physical men, spiritual

men, pure men. We expect to do the

will of the Lord, and we intend to be as
loyal to the government of the United
States, and to our own state, as the

people of any other state can possibly

be. We will bear our share
of the responsibilities and bur-
dens of the state and the na-

tion, in peace and in war, and we will

do our duty faithfully and well. We
will love our neighbors, and we will

not wrong them. We will associate

•with them in business matters and
otherwise. We will bless them, and not

curse them. We will not rail against
them. We will not despise nor hato

them. We "will not do them injury, but

we will do them good. We have gone
out in the world to do mankind good.

Have not the Elders who have gone
out into the world done good service for

these hundreds of thousands of people

that are gathered together and that are

now settled upon the land of Zion in the

various states and territories surround-

ing us? Are we not a good, peaceable

element, prayerful and faithful? Are
we not doing our part and portion for

the state and for the government? We
are; and we are faithful and true, and
propose to be from this time henceforth.

The things that belong to the nation

and the state we will render equal to

anyone else in the world; and then we
will render to God the things that are
God's. We will honor and obey Hini
and keep His commandments, and He
•will not require us to wrong our state

or nation. We love the people of this
nation. We live with them. They are
made up, like we are, from all the na-
tions of the earth. This nation is al-

lowing the people to come from all the
nations of the earth. I wonder if they
ever think that they are gathering the
people together. We won't have to go-

away from home to preach to every-
body, because this great land of ours
will be filled with the people of all na-
tions. They come here and possess
the liberty which they cannot have in

the eastern world; then they can heir
the Gospel. This is to be a favored Held

for the preaching of the Gospel. The
Lord has prepared the way, and He is.

working the principle of gathering bet-

ter than we could do. True, we are
doing all we can in that direction, and
intend to do more; but the peoples of

the earth will gather themselves upon
this land of Zion, and here the word,

of the Lord will be taught. Here is

where the word of the Lord came in

this dispensation to the Prophet Joseph;

and upon this land of Zion the nations,

of the earth shall assemble, and th<»

Gospel will be preached to them. Thank
the Lord for the liberty that is allowed

us, and that we have the liberty of

talking, of living, of loving the truth,

working righteousness and doing the

will of God. I pray that this principle-

may always remain with us, and that

we will never be deprived of it;_ and.

that this nation of ours will be perpetu-

ated to do the 'work and will of the-

Lord among the children of men. I

hope that it will be preserved and sus-

tained, and that the power which the

Lord has granted unto it so marvelous-
ly shall be devoted for the accomplish-

ment of His purposes in the earth.

May the Lord bless you, my brethren,

and sisters. May His Spirit abide in.

your hearts. May we be united and
faithful. May we see our way clearly;

never be befogged! never get in the-

dark; never fall away from the truth,

but maintain our morality and our-
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purity among the children of men. You
know the leading men among you; you
know those that visit you in your own
homes; you know your neighbors; you
know one another; and you know that

they are honest, virtuous, upright men,
and they are not trespassing upon
you or yours, but they are conscien-

tious and true. It is not necessary,

therefore, for anyone to tell us we are
a bad people, because we knew to the

contrary. We are not wicked, and we
have no evil designs against anybody
in the world. We are working right-

eousness, and we are earnestly engage]
in a good cause, and we are bringing
ing to pass much righteousness for the
salvation of the children of men. May
God bless us, redeem us and save us In

His celestial kingdom and presence,
through Jesus Christ, the Lord. Amen.

A solo, "Oh, dry those tears," was
sung beautifully by Sister Edwardina
Parry.

ELDER J. G. DUFFIN.
<President of Central States Mission.)

I feel grateful in my soul to mv
Heavenly Father for the privilege of

meeting with you in this conference to

worship the Lord, and to have the
pleasure of listening to the testimonies
that are borne of the goodness of God
and of the power of His Holy Soirit

which is among His chosen people in

this goodly land. I stand before you
to represent one of the missions which,
by the authority of God, has been es-

tablished in these United States, cover-
ing; five of the States and two of the
Territories of this great Union. The
work in the Central States mission is

in good condition. The people are in-

creasing in faith and in their devotion

to the work of our Father in Heaven.
While I was listening yesterday to the

testimonies of our brethren, and to the

statements of our beloved President

Joseph F. Smith concerning the tithes

and offerings of the people, I thought
if the payment of tithes and offerings

by the people of the Church is likened

unto a barometer, registering the con-

dition that exists, then certainly that

register in the Central States mission
must be encouraging. Within the last

five years the tithes of the members
of the Church in the Central States

mission have increased nearly six hun-
dred per cent. The tithes paid last

year showed an increase of more than
fitly per cent over the tithes of the

previous year. The poor in the mis-
sion—whom we have also with us, as

the Savior said—were supported largely

from the offerings of the people. A
year ago last January we set out to

make that mission self-supporting, so

far as help for the poor is concerned,

and we were nearly successful. We hope
in the future to be entirely successful.

Through the teaching of this law of

offerings for the support of the poor

we have learned that the people are

increasing in faith and in their love

for the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

In that mission we are doing a little

in the way of colonizing. In the state

of Texas we have a colony of sixty-

three families, with a membership of

three or four hundred people. In the

eastern part of the State of Kansas we
have another nice little colony, where a

number of people have gathered to-

gether, and they have built a house of

worship and are now beautifying the

grounds. During the past few vfears

six or eight houses' of worship have
been erected in the mission, by the do-

nations of the people; and we have not

as yet found it necessary to call upon
our brethren for contributions from the

tjlhes for this purpose. The people in

that part of the Lord's vineyard have
manifested their faith in putting up
these buildings for their own conveni- •

ence. Doubtless in the future some
help will be required from the Church
in the erection of our mission building,

for which we are now collecting means,
and which will probably be located in

that city around which cluster so many
memories that are dear to the Latter-
day Saints—the city of Independence,

in Jackson county, Missouri.

My brethren and sisters, in our as-

sociations with your husbands and
sons, and with a few of your daughters,

who have been sent out there to carry


