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gress of it, but it will go right on

;
nevertheless; while they who try to

stay its progress will die and be for-

gotten.

As has been said by some of the

brethren, many people in the world are

becoming converted to the correctness

of the principles of the gospel, and
are adapting them to their own be-

liefs and teachings. Many people per-

secute us with honest hearts. Not over

three weeks ago I was standing on
the streets of one of the largest cities

of the south when a young man, who
is being educated for the ministry,

came up to me and told me that a pro-

fessor of theology—the man who was
training him to be a minister of the

gospel—had stated that he had been to

Salt Lake and that "Mormon" Elders
always referred to their wives as
cows; and, said the young man, "I

know that he spoke the truth, because
he is a good man." I replied, "he is

a monumental liar." Some of these
ministers may be opposing us with
an honest purpose, but I tell you there

are lots of them that are opposing us
because they are naturally as mean as

the devil. Sometimes the Irish blood in-

my veins makes me feel like breaking

loose long enough to tell such detainers

of the truth to go where they belong;

but there is no necessity for me to do
that, they will go there anyhow.

I bear witness unto you that I know
that God lives. I know that this is

His truth. I know that the man who
stands at the head of this Church is

a prophet, seer and revelator, and
those who stand with him are the same.
I hope that God will continue to

whisper to them, no matter whether
it is commercialism or not. I hope they
will be wise enough to place us in a
position sometime so that if a temple
is needed in Jackson County we will

know where the money is to build it,

and not be compelled to go begging for

it; or if temples are wanted in other
places, that there will be funds on
hand to build them, and that they will

not have to be started without a dol-

lar in sight. Don't you be afraid of

anything they are doing; they can
not go very far astray, God will not

let them. I bear witness unto you
that the gospel is true, and that it will

prevail, no matter how much the

wolves may howl. "Whether they come
from the world or go from us out into

the world, they cannot stay the pro-

gress of God's work. It is His eternal

plan of life and salvation, and will

save and exalt those who are faithful

to it. Amen.
The choir sang the anthem, "Let

the mountains shout for joy."

Benediction by Bishop "William 13.

Preston.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Singing by the choir and congrega-

tion:

"Now let us rejoice in the day of sal-

vation,
No longer as strangers on earth nee 1

we roam;
Good tidings are sounding for us and

each nation,
And shortly the hour of redemption

will come."

Prayer was offered by Elder Joseph
E. Taylor.

The choir sang the hymn -which be-
gins:

"Ye simple souls who stray
Far from the path of peace,

That lonely, unfrequented way
To life and happiness."
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Remarkable Development and Numerous
Changes in Church Affair?.—Young
People Should be Prepared for Future
Responsibilties.—Predictions of An-
cient Prophets Now Being Fulfilled.

Brethren and sisters, I have greatly

rejoiced in the spirit of this conference

and in the great gatherings of the Lat-

ter-day Saints within this building.

There was a time when the Latter-day

Saints were weak in numbers. That

time was the 6th day of April, 1830,

Today, however, the people of the Lord

are strong—strong in faith, strong in

experience, and reasonably strong in

numbers. Today we have 55 stakes of

Zion, with 629 wards, and 14 missions

in the world; and there is no ward in

Zion but has a larger membership than

the whole Church had 75 years ago. I

remember the Time, although I was but

a boy, when a great canvas was
stretched across the center of this
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building, because at that time the place

was too large and it was difficult even

to fill one half of the building with Lat-

ter-day Saints. Today the Tabernacle

is not adequate. I do not remember to

have witnessed so large a gathering at

the first session of our conference as

we had yesterday morning, and we
have today a vast congregation of Lat-

ter-day Saints, numbering perhaps be-

tween 8,000 and 10,000. This is a very

remarkable showing. It is encouraging

to witness the growth and progress of

the work of God.
Some very wonderful changes have

occurred since the organization of the

Church. I call your attention to the

fact that there are but few people with-

in the sound of my voice today who
were acquainted with the Prophet Jo-

seph Smith, or who saw him in life.

Most of his eontemporariss have passed
away. I call your attention to some
oiher changes that have taken place,

suggested to my mind by the remarks
of President Lund when he alluded to

the fact that this was the seventy-fifth

annual conference of the Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. Since

our organization as a Church five Presi-

, dents have passed away; six counselors

to the Presidents, 11 Apostles—nearly a
full quorum of those who were faithful

—have passed into the spirit world; 11

members of the First Council of Seven-
ties, and three Presiding Bishops have
also gone. But this change is not so

remarkable, in my opinion, as what has
occurred in our own time, within the

brief period of 13 years. Since the year
1892, two Presidents of the Church have
passed beyond—Presidents Wilford
Woodruff and Lorenzo Snow; one coun-
selor in the Presidency, President
George Q. Cannon; the following Apos-
tles: Franklin D. Richards, Abraham
H. Cannon, Brigham Young, Jr., and
Abraham O. Woodruff; three of the
First Council of Seventies: Jacob Gates,
John Morgan and Edward Stevenson;
and of the other general authorities,

Brother Karl G. Maeser, general sup-
erintendent of Church schools, and
Brother George Goddard, first assistant
general superintendent of the Sunday

schools of the Church, and John ia^ues,

assistant Church historian. Thirteen

years ago there were 33 stakes of Zion;

today there are 55 stakes, or an. in-

crease of 22 in 13 years. Of the 33 Pres-

idents of stakes then living 11, or one-

third of the number, have passed away.
So that in all 21 of the general authori-

ties of the Church out of the 26 have
closed their labors here and passed into

the spirit world. To me this is very

remarkable, and it shows that great

changes are going on, almost without

notice. What may we expect, breth-

ren and sisters, in the course of 20 or

30 or 50 years to come? Whether we dis-

guise it or not, the fact still remains

that the boys and girls of today will

be the men and women of tomorrow.

The authority resting upon the men
of today will speedily descend to their

children; and this emphasizes the need
and the importance of the quorums of

the Holy Priesthood and the auxiliary

organizations of the Church. Many
parents among us are very busy men
and women; they are engaged in the

various avocations of life, in order to

provide for their families, and they do

not seem to have very much time to de-

vote to the teaching of their children.

But a way is provided in the quorums
of the Priesthood and in these organ-

izations whereby the children may be

taught in the things of the Lord. We
have various grades of the Priesthood

in the Church, from the Deacon up to

the High Priest. There is no principle

in this Church of so great importance
and consequence to us as the authority

of the Priesthood. This authority

sl.ould be fostered and nourished, and
the quorums should be strengthened

and supported by the Latter-day Saints.

Every man, every young man, and
every boy who holds the Priesthood
should do his duty. We should also

foster and encourage the auxiliary or-

ganizations of the Church. The Relief

society, the Sunday school, the Mu-
tual Improvement association, the Pri-

mary and the Religion class, all

should have our support; and
parents should see to it that their

children are sent to these places
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of instruction, that they may be pre-
pared and fitted for the great responsi-
bility that will rest upon them in the
near future. And notwithstanding,
brethren and sisters, that prominent
men and women, pillars of the Church,
men and women of power, of strength
and of faith, are passing away, still

the Church goes on. That is charac-
teristic of this work. I call your at-

tention to the fact that some very re-

markable predictions have been made
concerning the work in which we are
engaged. It was known of old. Even
Daniel the prophet saw this work. You
will remember, doubtless, the great
vision of Nebuchadnezzar, which he
could not call to mind. He had had a
vision in the night time, in which he
beheld wonderful things; but it was
taken from his mind. He sent for the

astrologers and wise men of Babylon,

and he wanted to know from them
what his vision was, and also the in-

terpretation; but the wise men could

not help him. If he could only re-

call the vision, why then they might
give to him the interpretation; but he
could not do it. Then Daniel, of the

despised Hebrew people, was called in

to make known the vision of the king;

and Daniel used these very remark-
able words—words that I consider re-

markable in view of the present atti-

tude of the world on the question of

revelation:

"There is a God in heaven that re-
vealeth secrets, and maketh known to

the king Nebuchadnezzar what shall

be in the latter days."

Here was declared a God who reveal-

eth secrets and speaketh to the chil-

dren of men, a God of revelation. That
was the God that Daniel worshiped,

and that was the God who would make
known to the king what he had seen

in the vision of the night. Daniel

thereupon interpreted the vision. The
king had seen a great image of gold,

of silver, of brass, of iron, and of iron

and clay mixed together. The image
represented kingdoms of the world
that should reach from Nebuchadnez-
zar's reign down to the end of time,

the head being typical of Babylon as

it existed in those ancient days. Other

kingdoms were to follow Babylon, until

the feet and the toes were reached,

which were typical of kingdoms which
should be established in the latter

days. And Daniel said:

"In the days of these kings shall
the God of heaven set up a kingdom,
which shall never be destroyed; and
the kingdom shall not be left to other
people, but it shall break in pieces and
consume all these kingdoms, and it

shall stand forever."

The Prophet Isaiah had his eye upon
the same event, and if he had been
here yesterday and written the things

that are published in King James'
translation of the Bible, and which
were inscribed thousands of years aer

he could not have set forth the condi-

tion of this people more clearly than
he did. If I remember correctly, the

words of Isaiah were something like

this:

"And it shall come to pass in the
last days, that the mountain of the
Lord's house shall be established in

the top of the mountains, and shall
be exalted above the hills; and all

nations shall flow unto it.

"And many people shall go and say.
Come ye, and let us go up to the
mountain of the Lord, to the house of
the God of Jacob; and he will teach us
of his ways, and we will walk in his
paths; for out of Zion shall go forth
the law, and the word of the Lord from
Jerusalem."

And again Isaiah says:

"O Zion, that bringest good tidings
get thee up into the high mountain."

And again:

"For the Lord shall comfort Zion:
he will comfort all her waste places;
and he will make her wilderness like
Eden, and her desert like the garden of
the Lord; joy and gladness shall be
found therein, thanksgiving, and the
voice of melody."

This vast congregation are living

witnesses of the literal fulfillment of

these words of the prophet. Was not

this land a veritable wilderness in the

year 1847? Has it not been trans-

formed into a garden like Eden? This

land has become choice above all

other lands. We want no better. And
I am inclined to think that the Lord
can lead us to no better land than we
have at the present time, unless a
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special blessing is conferred upon the

land beyond what we have received.

And in this conference we have seen

the joy of the people; we have wit-

nessed their gladness. We have heard

the voice of thanksgiving from this

stand, from the lips of the Elders of

Israel. Here in this choir we have
heard the voice of melody. Isaiah

must have had his eye upon these oc-

casions; and in the great visions that

were given to him he must have wit-

nessed the gatherings of the people of

the Lord. Oh, how our hearts have
been made to rejoice upon this occa-

sion!

Brethren and sisters, I testify that

this is the work of the Lord. I testi-

fy to you that I have witnessed with
my own eyes that Isaiah was a proph-
et of God, and that Daniel was a true

prophet. Their words are finding ful-

fillment. This is the work of God, and
not of man; and any man, in the

Church or out of it, who pits himself

against this work is measuring arms
with the Almighty, and his effort will

be futile, his folly will be manifest in

the eyes of the people. You will re-

member, brethren and sisters, that the

Prophet Joseph obtained a promise
from the Lord as he went forth to

preach the Gospel of repentance unto
this generation. The Lord said to

him:
"Wherefore, let them bring forth

their strong reasons against the Lord
[not against Joseph and his brethren,
for they were but the representatives
of the Lord]. Verily, thus saith the
Lord unto you, no weapon that iS

formed against you shall prosper; and
if any man shall lift his voice against
you, he shall be confounded in due
time."

Mark you, these are not the words of

Joseph Smith the Prophet, but the

revelation of God to him. This is the
work of Jesus Christ, and not the

work of Joseph Smith, nor of any of

his successors, nor of any man upon
the earth. I rejoice in this testimony.
I rejoice in the teachings of this con-
ference, and in the blessed words of

comfort and consolation which we have
received. I rejoice in the union of the

Latter-day Saints. They begin to

show forth the fruits of seventy-five

years of experience in the work. The
words of President Lyman sank deep

into my heart when he referred to-

the experience and to the faith and

faithfulness of the Latter-day Saints.

That is my testimony and it has been

confirmed in my visits to the Stakes

of Zion. I rejoice in my fellowship

with the Latter-day Saints, and in my
acquaintance and association with the

authorities of the Church, with the

Presidencies of the Stakes, and with

all the brethren and sisters. May the

Lord bless us, and may He sustain His

work, and bring us off victorious and
triumphant, is my prayer in the name
of Jesus. Amen.

Sister Olea Shipp sang, "Be with me,

O Lord."

ELDER J. G. McQUARRIE.

(President of Eastern States Mission.)-

Yesterday afternoon I had the pleas-

ure of sitting shoulder to shoulder with

six other Presidents, co-laborers in

the mission fields of the United States,

and I wish I could explain the feeling

of strength and sympathy that passed
through my being in thus associating

with my fellow-laborers. Ella Wheeler
Wilcox expressed in a poetic way a

truth intensely felt by the Latter-day

Saints, when she said:

"There is an unseen cord which binds
the whole wide world together;

Through every human heart it winds
its one mysterious tether.

It links all races and all minds within
their span allotted,

And death alone unties the strand
which God Himself hath knotted."

But I would like to change the last

part of that, and say that even death

does not sever these cords of brother-

hood and fellowship that God ties in

our hearts and in our souls. We cannot
overestimate the strength of sympathy.
The idea of government in the Church
is the voice of God and the consent of

the people, and hence those who offici-

ate in any of the offices of the Church-
must look for their strength, not only

in the favor of God but also in the con-
fidence of their brothers and sisters-


