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prone, that they may come to the

marvelous light of the Gospel of Christ

and be made free from the law of sin

and death, in the glorious liberty of the

children of God. May He bless you,

and may peace abide in your hearts, is

my prayer, in the name of Jesus,

Amen

HYRUM M. SMITH.

Evils of internal dissension.—The insti-

gator of crime as dangerous as the
criminal.—President Roosevelt's courage,
and honest policy.—God will vindicate
His people.

My brothers and sisters, the meetings

of this Conference, so far should have
brought to the hearts of all present un-
limited joy and satisfaction, in seeing
the unity with which the Latter-day
Saints have come together and trans-

acted the business pertaining to the

Conference. In the opening remarks of

President Smith, he made use of that

simile of the Apostle Paul, wherein
the Church of Christ is likened to the

perfect body of a man—a, man in whom
the mental faculties and the physical

powers are in harmony; one without
blemish. You know that when a man
is at war with himself, when the flesh

wars against the spirit, when the

yearnings and the great desires of the

heart are denied by an inexorable will,

there is internal strife, and that indi-

vidual, if he be conscientous, suffers

the fiery pains of a living hell. And
as with a man, so with a family. If

in a family there is strife, quarreling,

false accusation, partiality, we know
what the inevitable result will be, un-
less it is checked. As in a man where
this internal strife exists, if it be not
checked, distress must follow, so if these

conditions are not checked in a family,

it means the disintegration of that fam-
ily, and the scattering of its members.
So in a community, or in an organiza-
tion, or in a church; if the members
thereof are at war one with another, if-

they are not in harmony, if they are
divided, if they are contentious, then,

unless these conditions are changed it

is but a short time until the organiza-
tion, or the community, or the church,
or the state, or the nation, is dismem-

bered and destroyed. It was this con-
dition which disrupted the French peo-
ple to such an extent. It was their
civil 3trife and fratricidal revolution,
wherein they fought and slew one an-
other, wherein the blood of noble and
peasant flowed until the people grew
weary with the bloodshed. The same
thing also distracted our own great
and glorious country during the civ-

il war, wherein citizens of
the same country, who had pre-
viously fought shoulder to shoulder
against a foreign power, were them-
selves found in deadly strife. There
is no telling what might have happen-
ed—worse than did happen—had it not
been that the eye and the hand of God
were over this goodly land, wherein
He raised up a man, whom I verily be-

lieve was impired to guide the ship of

state, that it might not be broken to

pieces on the shoals and rocks of slav-

ery and secession. I believe Abraham
Lincoln was raised up to do God's will.

I have rejoiced in hearing the patri-

otic sentiments of the brethren who
have spoken, showing forth their love

and loyalty to the country of which
we form a part. I, too, love my coun-
try. I know that the Latter-day Saints

love this nation. However, I see dan-
gers today in this land of freedom and
liberty, just as there have been dan-
gers in our midst in times past. There
are those who abuse the great privil-

eges of freedom and liberty, and who
prostitute the powers and talents

God has given them, and use
them to the hurt of their country and
its people, rather than to the good and
blessing of the land and its inhabitants.

Abraham Lincoln, the man who held

together our country, through whose
wisdom the men of the north and the

south were again united in the bonds of

brotherhood, was put to death by an
assassin. Of course, he who committed
the rash deed was put to death also;

but I ask you, were the ends of justice

met when the murderer was himself

put to death? Was the life of the one

equal to the life of the other? Not at

all. The ends of justice were no more
met when the slayer of Abraham Lin-.
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coin.was put to death than recompense

would he made if the combined debt of

the world were to be paid with a coun-

terfeit penny. Another of the noble sons

of America who stood at the head of the

nation, James A. Garfield, was likewise

slain by the hand of an assassin, and
this assassin also was put to death.

But was the country and the people

compensated for the loss of President

Garfield by the death of his slayer? No.

And in later times, so recently in fact

that it still brings sorrow to our minds
when we think of it, another presi-

dent of the United States has been

slain by the hand of an assassin, who
was promptly taken and executed for

the crime. But I ask you again, "Was
recompense made in the death of this

man? Put the life of this foreigner

anarchist, this man with the unpro-

nounceable name, in the scales with

the life of William McKinley, whom
he slew, and would the scales of jus-

tice be balanced? Not at all.

These men were the assassins, but, in

my estimation, they were not the real

murderers. The real murderers are

still at large, and still have influence

among the children of men. Who are

they? They are men who live in this

country of freedom, who have vouch-
safed to them every privilege of liber-

ty, and who pervert these privileges.

Some of them edit newspapers, some
occupy pulpits, and some speak from
public platforms; they are the artists

who picture noble men before the com-
munity as fiends incarnate; they are

writers who describe them as being
monsters, as being wicked, cruel, am-
bitious, as men reaching out to rob the

poor, to oppress mankind, and to have
flow into their own hands the proceeds

of the work of the laborers. Christ

said upon one occasion that he who
looketh upon a woman to lust after her

has committed adultery already in his

heart. I say that the man who looks

upon another with murder in his heart,

and who, by speaking and writing, in-

cites the feeble-minded and vicious to

strike the blow which takes from the

country her noble men whom they hate,

is in fact the murderer. Such men

commit murder in their hearts, and
they are no less murderers than they
would be if they committed the .deed it-

self. So with the man who covets that

which does not belong to him; in the

court of Almighty God, he will be
deemed a thief, just as though he put
forth his hand and took that which be-

longed to his neighbor. And when the

Lord, in His courts on high, dispenses

strict justice, these ignorant, foolish or

vicious individuals who have been in-

duced to take the lives of good men,
through the lies that have been circul-

ated about their victims, will be found
no more guilty than will those who
commit the murder in their hearts, and
whose writings, speaking or pictures

have incited the criminals to strike the

deadly blow. This is what I believe. To-

day, in our land of boasted freedom
and liberty, whenever the President of

the United States attends a public func-
tion, or goes abroad, he must needs be
surrounded by a corps of secret service

men, detectives and policemen, who
watch him and everyone who comes
in contact with him, and look for sus-

picious characters. Why? Is it be-

cause President Roosevelt is a coward,
that he dare not go abroad without be-

ing protected thus? No; no man will

say that the hero of San Juan hill is

a coward. No man will say that one
who boldly, and almost alone, stands

out against the oppression of the people

by wicked men and by trusts, is a cow-
ard. No man will say that President
Roosevelt is a coward when he dare
stand unswayed against the'Combined
cry of tens of thousands of men and
women incited by prejudice. He is not

a coward; he is a brave man. But be-

cause there are those in the land who,
enjoying the liberties of a free country,

describe and depict him as being ambi-
tious, desiring to be an emperor, and
wear a crown; because there are men
who use their talents in cartooning him
thus, representing him to be an op-

pressor of the people and criminal in

his desires—these men, through their

writing and speaking from the platform

and the pulpit, have made it necessary
that the President of the United States,
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brave though he be, must be surround-

ed by a corps of secret service men,
night and day, in order that his life

may be preserved. I say that those who
make this necessary are criminals. Why
do not men use the gifts God has given

them in portraying before the country

the virtues of their fellow men, in mag-
nifying their good deeds, and in imput-
ing to their honest purpose good instead

of evil? Why do they not magnify hon-
orable men in the eyes of their fellows,

rather than exaggerate imaginary
faults, and arouse hatred in the hearts

of the ignorant against men whose lives

are spent in behalf of the people and
in defense of righteous laws and
justice?

My brethren and sisters, there is but

little true justice done among men in

this day and age. The laws that men
make are necessarily human, and men
will err; but, in the day of God's judg-

ment absolute justice will be done.

Then it will not only be the acts' of

men that will be taken into account,

but it will be the thoughts and intents

of their hearts that will also be con-

sidered when they are judged. When
men in the court of Almighty God are

so judged and found unworthy, and
they are shut out from the presence

and love of their Father.there will be no

meed then to argue with them as to the

truth of hell Are; they will know it

without argument, you can depend up-
on it.

Well, we believe that in President

Rposevelt we have an unprejudiced
friend; and we know that in the Latter-1

-

day Saints President Roosevelt will find

.loyalty to the government and the
greatest friendship toward him. There
are no people in the nation more friend-

ly to him; and they will remain so just

so long as he remains true to the cause
of humanity. Furthermore, we will con-
tinue true to Old Glory, and to our glor.

ious country, even though all the world
should prove unjust to us. We are a true

people. I believe that President Roose-
velt is a man who has the courage of

his convictions. He is fairly well ac-
quainted with us, and he is not a man
that is moved by public clamor or pre-

judice. I believe that he will honest-
ly and truly stand by his great policy
of a "square deal to all men," and that
he will accord us our portion of the
"square deal." I do not believe he is

the weak and vacillating man that a
predecessor of his was who, knowing,
our condition, said, "Your cause is'

just, but I can do nothing for you." I

believe he is a man who, so long as he
believes our cause is just, will be will-

ing to do something for us. We as-

suredly will do all we can to sustain

him, and all other good men. I believe

these are the sentiments of the ten

thousand Latter-day Saints who are

gathered in this building today. I be-
lieve they are the true sentiments of

vevery member of the Church, and we
will demonstrate it in the future, as we
have done in the past.

May God bless us. May the Church
of Christ never be less united than it

is now. Like the nation of which we
are a part, we have gone through trials

of internal strife, but we do not have
them now. In early days, in our weak-
ness, we saw the witnesses to the Book
of Mormon, who had stood shoulder to

shoulder with the Prophet Joseph
Smith, turn away from him, and op-

pose him. We have seen his counsel-

ors leave him; we have seen members
of the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles

leave the Church and lead away many
others. That was our internal struggle,

but we have overcome it. It has been
proven that God is over us, and He
will not permit internal strife nor ex-

ternal persecution to destroy His work
in the earth, no more than He per-

mitted civil strife to destroy this great

country, over which He has had His
ail-seeing eye from the very beginning.

Let men do what they will; let those
whom Elder Rich dignified by com-
paring them to the wolf (to my mind
you could compare them more con-

sistently to the penny fice, which makes
only a noise) howl all they will, we will

go right straight along, doing the will

of Almighty God, and He will justify

and vindicate us in the eyes of men, in

His own due time. God bless you, my
brethren and sisters, and make you
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ever as faithful and even more faith-

ful than you are today, is my prayer in

the name of Jesus. Amen.

ELDER L. W. SHURTLIFF.
(President of Weber Stake.)

My beloved brothers and sisters, the

few moments I shall occupy this morn-
ing', I trust that I shall have the Spirit

of the Lord to direct me, as it has
directed all of the speakers during the

Conference. I have attended a great

many conferences of the Church, and I

feel that this is the best one I have
ever had the privilege of attending. I

rejoice exceedingly in the truths of the

Gospel, and in my association with the

people of God in the last days. It has

been my good fortune to be associated

with the Latter-day Saints all the days

of my life. I have been personally ac-

quainted with all of the Presidents of

the Church from President Young
down, and have served upon missions
under all of them, and I thank God
this morning that I can bear testimony

that they have all been men of God,

filled with light and intelligence and
the revelations of heaven to guide His
people on earth. I am thankful that

I live in this glorious republic, that I

was born in this nation, that my fore-

fathers fought in the Revolutionary

war. I am thankful for the liberty

that we have in this great nation; and
although my life has been spent with
the Latter-day Saints, sometimes in

darkness and difficulties, yet there has
always been brightness to those that

were filled with the love of truth. I

am thankful to see this vast assembly
come here to worship, and to hear the

word of the Lord. We have alreadv

heard it, we are hearing it from day
to day.

So far as the people are concerned
over whom I have the honor to ore-

side, in the Weber Stake of Zion, I will

say that we have union, fellowship and
love for one another and for those that

lead Israel. There may be a few, and
they are very few, that feel differently,

but I tell you that the Latter-dav

Saints do support the authorities of the

Church. They pray for them and sup-

port them in every way, and we are

united in this. We have no fear about
what shall be done with the tithes and
offerings that are placed in the hands
of the Trustee-in-trust. I believe that

the Latter-day Saints who pay their

tithes and offerings are not the ones

that are finding fault, but it is those

that have done little or nothing in this

direction. I trust that we will be

loyal to the servants of God. We know
that God has inspired them to lead Is-

rael, and we have full confidence in

them, it matters not what the

world may say concerning them
or the people of God. The Church
of Christ will go forth in great earnest-

ness in the earth, and there is no power

that can stay it. From time to time

men may rise up and think they can

do something that will retard the pro-

gress of the work of God, but thev

will fail, as they always have. Those

that have been long in the Church know
how freauently men have come for-

ward and said, "We will show you the

way;" but they have utterly failed.

God bless Israel, and especially our

leaders. I know that Joseph F. Smith

is a nrophet of God, I know that his

counselors are men of God also, and al-

so the Twelve Apostles, and the others

whom we have sustained, and we will

continue to sustain them whatever the

world may say regarding them. God

hei^ us to do so. May Zion rise and

shine. May we still feel able to main-

tain the right and build up and

strengthen the weak in all parts of the

land. God bless you and all Israel.

Amen.

ELDER JESSE N. SMITH.

(President of Snowflake Stake.)

Brothers and sisters, I feel that I am
one of the least among you; but not-

withstanding my humility and my
nothingness, I have received a witness

of the truth of this work. I can relate

how it happened that my lot was cast

among the Latter-day Saints. I do not

suppose there was any natural goodness

about me to boast of, but I had very

choice parents, and they had a great

interest for me, as I have discovered,


