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and breadth of the land, and stir up the

souls of the people of Zion unto faith-

fulness, to seek God and keep His com-

mandments. Amen.

ELDER J. GOLDEN KIMBALL.

I very much desire to say the right

thing- at the right time. I may pos-

sibly speak by parable. Now, I intend

to say just what the Lord will help

me say. One parable is that I do not

want a rosewood casket. I am willing

to be buried among the people in a

plain casket, and all I want inscribed

on the headboard of my grave is that

I have been true to this Church and to

the Priesthood of God, and have walk-

ed in the footsteps of my father.

I once read a beautiful article about

anvils and hammers and I copied some
of its sayings; but I have never used

them, although I have carried the copy
until it is nearly worn out. I now
quote as follows: "Every man in the

world who gives blows must take

blows, and until a man becomes as

good an anvil as he is a hammer he
fails to be thoroughly fitted for his

work."
I was born in this. Church, and if

there is any one thing that I am proud
of it is that I am a member of this

Church. You Latter-day Saints know
well how proud I am of my parentage.

When I stop believing in my father

and mother, I will stop believing in the

human family; for where they go I

want to go. I love this work. I may
not love it quite so well as some men
•do, but I hope I will always be given
the credit of having integrity, and sup-
port and sustain the Priesthood of
God.

I will tell you how I was brought up,
and then you can make some excuse
for my general makeup. A lot of us
boys used to meet up in the Eighteenth
ward, right where now stands the La-
fayette school—that beautiful building
which cost over $170,000. I was educated
in a very small building on the
same block. We had a brother that

was somewhat of a general, and he
trained us boys—that is, when father
was away. He would get us behind

the barn, where no one could see us;
then he would put a chip upon one of

our shoulders and tell one of the other
boys to knock it off, then we would
fight. That was part of the training
he gave us, and when we asked why he
did it, he said it makes you tough. My
father had a great garden and it was
fenced in by a six or eight foot stone

wall. Father told us we couldn't have
any of the fruit, so we got it anyhow,
and I will tell you how we got it. This

same brother of ours, took one of the

boys and dangled him over the wall

with a rope, and he loaded his shirt

bosom and pockets with apples. One
time, Father Tucker, the gardener, got

after him with a willow, and lambasted
him. Brother said that would make
him tough. Now, I have a little boy—
my oldest son—and when he was a
child we always made him give up to

every neighbor's boy that came in our
home. These are parables that I am
telling you now. We kept that up until

he thought he had to give up everything
in the world, and it made rather a

coward out of him. He went to school,

and the boys found out they could

v/hip him; and they did so, until I told

him that if he didn't take his own part
and fight, I would whip him. Not
long ago he came home with his

thumb out of joint, and, forgetting all

about my religion, I said, Did you whip
him? He said, yes. Then I gave him
some fatherly counsel.

New I grant, my brethren and sisters,

that sometimes we have to endure, and
I presume that if we live the Gospel of

the Lord Jesus Christ we have to en-

dure all things; but it requires a very

prayerful heart to enable us to endure
some things. I realize that the Con-

gress of the United States, the presi-

dent of the United States, and the com-
mittee on privileges and elections, have
their duty to perform. I do not object

to those things, for it is a doctrine of

the Church that we sustain the law of

the land, and we have done it, although
we have fought valiantly for the prin-

ciples that were revealed to the Proph-
et Joseph Smith; and I am proud that

the people fought it out until it was
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decided that some parts of our religion

were unconstitutional and would not

be permitted. But the thing that I ob-

ject to is, for every little gutter-snipe

that comes into the country to think

that he can kick and maul and abuse

us. I occasionally feel a little like Joe

Rich did once when they abused his

father, Apostle Charles C. Rich, who

spend a great part of his life as a

pioneer in that hard country of Bear

Lake, who used to come over the moun-

tains on snow shoes in order to attend

conference, -who used to grind his wheat

in a little coffee mill in order to have

bread, and whose wives and children

lived in log houses with dirt roofs, for

many years. Joe went down to a cer"v

tain newspaper office and demanded re-

traction. He told them if they didn't

retract he would turn the whole family

loose on them, and that he was the

smallest one in the family and the big-

gest coward. The retraction came. I

am not saying this to be sensational; I

tell you, if it were not for that man of

God, Joseph P. Smith, restraining his

children, and they being obedient unto

him. there would be some men horse-

wipped today. But, he is a servant o£

God. I have known him all my life. I

have known every man who has pre-

sided over this Church from President

Brigham Young down, and I know they

have been men of God.
Now, I realize that every man who

strikes blows for power, for influence,

for institutions, for the right, must be

just as good an anvil as he is a ham-
mer. If he is not, he may properly con-

clude that he has no very important

mission in the improvement and prog-

ress of the race. If private and insti-

tuted sin, error, prejudice and wrong
would stand quietly and let us batte?

in their sides, or knock them down, re-

form would be easy; but they always
object to this mode of treatment, and
any man who attacks them must calcu-

late on his powers of resistance, or his

power to bear without flinching the

blows he will receive in return.

We have no small mission to perform.

I honor Joseph Smith the Prophet for

his bravery, for his courage, for his

manliness. He had a message to de-

liver that was in conflict with sin and
wickedness, and it came in contact also
with all the man-made religious organ-
izations of the world. But God had re-

vealed it to him, and he would not deny
it, though it cost his life. Do you thin*
we can continue proclaiming this mes-
sage—can we Elders continue telling

the world that God did appear to Joseph
Smith, and that He did reveal these

things, and expect they will receive us
with open arms? Never. But not-

withstanding it is our mission to treat

them kindly, to carry the olive branch
in our hands, to preach the Gospel ana
to deliver this message. At the same
time, brethren and sisters, we must
have backbone. The people assemblea
here are those who generally attend to

their duties, who go to quarterly con-
ferences, and pay their tithing; but 1

tell you there are some people in this

Church who do not pay their tithing,

do not attend conference, do not listen

to the words of the Prophets, and do
not work for the salvation of the souls

of the children of men, and they are tho
ones that are shaking in their shoes at

this very time. I hope the ship will stop

just long enough for them to get off.

The door is wide open; and, as someone
has said, "when you want to go to hell,

black your boots and go like a gentle-

man." If I leave this Church I hope I

will have manhood enough to leave it

like a man, and not be a traitor and
fight the people. I said to one man
once, "You have a right to leave this

Church, and it is a very simple thine

to do. Just notify those in authority

that you desire to withdraw." It is

our business to treat all such kindly,

to sympathize with them, and if pos-

sible to uplift them; but I do not like

a traitor, and never did.

I am going to read some more to you:

"I think there is a contemptible, quiet

path for all those who are afraid of

the blows and hammers of opposing

forces. There is an honorable fighting

for any man who is not ready to for-

get that he has a head to be battered

and a name to be besmattered. Truth
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wants no champion who is not as ready
to be struck as to strike for her."

Any of these backboneless people, any
who are afraid that God's work will

not triumph, had better get in the

background, and let those that have
courage stand in the front of the bat-

tle. Of course, I might be the first

one to run; I have not been tried yet;

but I know I will be tried if I stay in

this Church. I know that I cannot live

on borrowed light. You can talk and
preach and expound until you are black

in the face, but if you do not know
that Jesus is the Christ you will never
stay in this Church.

I want to read one more quotation

and then I will quit:

"The more one reads of the newspa-
pers the less clearly one sees. There
are days when having read them and
admitting that one believes their word,
the reader will see himself obliged to
draw this conclusion: Decidedly, there
are none but tarnished men everywhere.
There are no men of integrity, but some
of these chroniclers. But that last
conclusion will fall in its turn! The
reader would have before his eyes a
spectacle analagous to that represented
in the caricature called the 'Combat of
the Serpent.' After having devoured
everything around them, two reptiles
attack each other and begin to swal-
low each other, so that there remains
in the battle field but two tails."

I guess we know where to apply this.

There is one morning paper in this city

that has treated us reasonably fair,

and they know how well they are suc-

ceeding in their fair treatment. As far

as I am concerned, I want to be broad-
minded enough to open my arms to tht

stranger, and to treat him kindly; but,

I will not sustain a man who will lie,

abuse, and deride this people. It is

our business to sustain this work, and
it is our business to uphold this State

and nation.

May God bless this people. May He
bless the authorities of the Church. It

is not often I bear my testimony, but
I want to tell you today that I know
this work is true. I know that Joseph
Smith is a Prophet of God. I honor
and love his memory, although I never

saw him. I have been acquainted with

all the Prophets of God from the days
of President Bl'igham Young down.

They have been kind to me in my childr

hood and in my manhood. It does not
matter much to me where the place is

that they have gone to, but I want to

tell you they are good enough company
for me, and I do not want to go with
any others, because I would be lone-

some. God bless you. Amen.

OVERFLOW MEETING.

Sunday forenoon an overflow session

was held in the Assembly Hall. It

commenced at 10:40 and was largely

attended. The presiding officer of the
occasion was Elder Rudger Clawson.
Singing "Redeemer of Israel." Prayer

by Elder Chas. B. Felt. Singing, "How
firm a foundation."

ELDER JOSEPH W. McMURRIN.

Elder Joseph W. McMurrin spoke of

the necessity for a speaker to enjoy the

Spirit of the Lord in order to accom-
plish good. He rejoiced over the in-

structions thus far given during the

Conference, and the testimonies borne
as to the divine principles of the Gos-
pel and calling of those who are direct-

ing the Church today. This is a day
of restoration and of warning—the call

is to repentance, the testimony to the

world is that the Redeemer's work has
again come to earth.

Referring to the dream interpreted

by Daniel, showing the setting up of

God's kingdom in the latter days, of its

perpetuity and that it should not be
given to another people—he called at-

tention to our duties; in view of our
having received a knowledge of the

restoration, that we treasure and cul-

tivate that knowledge and testimony,

live in accordance with it, and bear

that testimony to the world by word
and act.

There ;seems to be great anxiety
among those who are not of us, lest

this people are being led astray. The
enthusiasm and unanimity of the thou-

sands in attendance at this Conference
does not bear out such a theory, but
it proves that there never has been
more confidence in the servants of God
than exists now in the hearts of the

people.


