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The congregation sang, "Now let us

rejoice in the day of salvation," etc.,

and the benediction was pronounced

by J. L. Home.
About 1,500 persons were present, and

the best of attention was given to the

speakers.

CLOSING SESSION.

In the Tabernacle, at 2 p. m.

The choir sang the anthem, "The
mountain of the Lord's house."

Prayer was offered by Elder Edwin
D. Woolley, president of Kanab stake.

"When Thou Comest to the Judg-
ment," was sung by Sister Lizzie
Thomas Edward and the choir.

ELDER GEORGE ALBERT SMITH.

A. Great Over-ruling Providence Comes
from God—Unimpeachable Evidence
of its Existence.

When I look at this large audience I

am reminded of something I read in a
paper sometime ago. A certain man
was driving down a road in the state of

Kansas, and he saw out in a field at
some distance, a man working in ma-
sonry. It was not near a house, and
he could not understand why the man
was building a fence in that particular
place. Finally, he went over to where
the man was and asked him what he
was building. The man said, "I am
building a fence." ."Well," said ihe,

"that is the most peculiar looking
fence I ever saw; you are building it

only three feet high, and you are mak-
ing it five feet wide, and building it of

stone. Now, can you tell .me why you
are doing that?" The man replied, "I

am doing it for a joke." He then ask-

ed what the joke was. "Well," he said,

"I have built quite a number of fences

in this country, and every time I get

one built in good shape, one of these

cyclones comes along and turns it over,

and I am building this fence so that

the next cyclone that comes along and
turns it over will be mightily sur-

prised to find that it is higher than it

was before." When I look into the

eager faces of this large audience, I am
reminded that the circumstances and

developments of the past few months
have turned over the fence of '•'Mor-

monisim" in some quarters, and this
audience, and the audience without,
and the one in the adjacent building
are evidence of the fact that it has
been a "joke" thus far. In other words,
the faith we have has not been weak-
ened or lessened.

I sometimes wonder if people realize
the purpose of their existence, and the
importance of the labor that men and
women are expected to perform
while on the earth. Some be-
lieve that when we pass from this
sphere of existence, that is the end. It

seems incredible to me, when we look
into the works of nature, when we in-
vestigate the organism of man, the per-
fection of.his body, the pulsation of his
heart, the building and strengthening
from childhood to manhood, then the
gradual decline until this life is ended—
that it is possible any of our father's
children can believe .that human beings
have been born into the world only to
live to manhood and womanhood, pass
to old age, and die, without some pur-
pose in their having lived here. We
should remember that while It is in

the power of man to take human life, it

is not in the province of any human
being or any, human agency to give life.

The spirit which Inhabits the body is

not the product of man, and when that

spirit leaves the body we believe that
it goes back to the source from whence
it came. When we look around us and
see the beautiful works of nature, we
find the sun giving us light and heat
from day to day ,the planets moving in

their regular orbits; we see the trees

as they grow up from the ground, and
the same sap that makes the bark and
the wood feeds the leaf "and the blos-

som; we plant in some spot of ground
the seed of a variety of vegetables, and
each comes forth- according to its kind,

although the earth is apparently the

same that has nourished each. We look

throughout space, and all the condi-

tions that exist give evidence to us that

there is a power that is greater than

that of man. I am grateful that I have
been born among the Latter-day Saints,
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and that I have been taught to revere

the power we call God. I am grateful

that I know there is a great and over-

ruling providence, and I have been

taught to believe, and do believe, that

it comes from God the Eternal Father.

We can look back upon the pages of

sacred history and find a reason for our

belief, though our brethren and sisters

who do not believe in God may feel they

cannot accept our teachings. We find

that Adam, our first parent in the

world, was not only given a sphere of

action in which to work, but was in-

structed by God the Father. He knew
he was created in the image of the

Father for he had seen Him face to

face. Adam taught those with whom
he was associated that there was a

God in heaven, and admonished them
to obey His laws. Down to the days of

Noah the thought that there is a here-

after and a home beyond the grave was
instilled into the hearts of men. But
there is in the world two powers—one
power for good, and the other for evil.

At the time of Noah the power of evil

had so taken possession of the hearts
of the children of men that it grieved
Noah that God had made man, and the

Lord in His wisdom sent the floods

from heaven and destroyed mankind
from the face of the earth, with the

exception of a few who listened to the

voice of His servant Noah. Then the
world began to 'be peopled again, and
great races inhabited many portions of

the earth. If we follow down through
the line of prophets we And that many
of them walked and talked with God.
that many received revelations from
heaven enabling them to convince the

children of men that this was no the-

ory, but that it was a reality, and
that there was a purpose in human be-

ings dwelling upon the earth, and
that purpose was that they might gain

an exaltation in the kingdom of hea-

ven. We find even down to the time
of our Savior men generally believed

in God. but the power of evil had
put into the hearts of the children

of men to destroy many of the pro-

phets of the Lord, in order that their

voices might be stilled, that the influ-

ences of evil might gain greater sway
among the children of men. Our
Heavenly Father, in His mercy, sent

His Only Begotten Son into the world,

and He told the people as He labored

with them that He was the Son of God.

He ministered among them. He healed

their sick, unstopped the ears of the

deaf, restored the blind to sight, and
raisfed up the dead. He convinced
those with whom He came in contact

that there was a hereafter, and that

the purpose of our living upon the

earth is that we may prepare our-

selves for that great future life. He
eventually gave His life that this tes-

timony might abide in the world. But
there was another purpose. It re-

quired in the providence of our Fath-
er a pure and spotless person to find

the way of the resurrection. Jesus

Christ was a man without sin. By
reason of His purity, His uprightness

and His virtue, He was able to unlock

the doors of the prison, to overcome
-death and the grave, and pioneer the

way for His fellow creatures unto that

heaven where we expect to go. After
He gave his mortal life He was per-

mitted to come back an immortal be-

ing, and visit with men in the flesh, but

when the time came for Him to go
again, although He was surrounded by
His apostles, He departed heavenward
and was received therein. Two an-
gels in white stood before them and
promised that as they saw Him go-

ing to heaven so should He return

again. Then we find that the Apostles

who remained behind taught this same
Gospel. The power of God descended
upon them, even the Holy Ghost, which
the Savior had promised should come,
to bring things past to their remem-
brance and to teach them things to

come. It came upon them in that up-
per room, in cloven tongues of fire,

and they knew as they knew they lived

that they had been endowed with pow-
er from on high, and they proclaimed
it to all men with whom they came in

contact. They did not fear death, but
they feared to be recreant to the trust

our Father had reposed in them. They
feared to turn their backs upon the
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testimony they had received from

heaven itself and from their associa-

tion with the Son of God. When He
said to them, "Go ye into all the world,

and preach the Gospel to every crea-

ture; he that believeth and is bap-

tized shall be saved, and he that be-

lieveth not shall be condemned," it

was the voice! of God unto the children

of men. When He said to Nicode-

mus that unless he was born

again he could not even see

the kingdom of God, it was not the

voice of man, it was the voice of

God, and is a law binding upon all

mankind.
We have been placed here for a pur-

pose. That purpose is that we may
overcome the evil temptations that are

placed in our way, that we may learn

• to be charitable to one another, that

we may overcome the passions with

which we are beset, so that when the

time comes for us to go to the other

side we may be worthy, by reason of

the effort we have put forth, to en-

joy the blessings that our Father has
in store for the faithful. The Latter-

day Saints are believers in the words
contained in the holy Scriptures. "We
believe that God created the heavens
and the earth; and the same God that

cireated the heavens and the earth

declared that He made man in His
own image; male and female created

He them. No matter if scientists and
great men of the world shall proclaim
that we have evolved from the lower
order of animals, the witness of the

Spirit to you, my brethren and sis-

ters, is that you are the offspring of

the Lord, that the spirits which in-

habit your bodies are immortal, and
that in due time, if you are faithful,

you will go back to the presence of
that God who gave you life.

Not only do we have the testimony
of men who lived upon the eastern

hemisphere, but in the providence of

the Almighty we have received the
testimony of the people who lived upon
this western hemisphere. When the

Savior ministered in the flesh He told

His disciples at Jerusalem that He
had other sheep, which were not of

that fold, and that He must visit them,

that there might be one fold and one

shepherd. The question has been

raised in the old world that Jesus

was not of divine origin, because He
was born as a little child, cradled in

a manger, His mother being Mary and
his reputed father Joseph the carpen-

ter. Many have admitted that He was
a great and good man, but they have

desired to rob Him of the

divinity of His birth. Fortunate-

ly, however, for the Latter-day Saints,

we have received a witness that these

things are true; and in addition to that,

we have received the testimony that He
came to this western hemisphere, as re-

corded in the Book of Mormon, and
ministered unto the Nephites upon this

continent. He did not come this tini3

as a little child, but He came in the

clouds of heaven; and His coming was
proclaimed by a voice that penetrated

to the very center of every person that

dwelt in the land. He came this time

as a man from heaven, and they saw
Him come. They knew that He was the

Christ, for His coming had been pre>

dieted by their prophets. He gave to

them the same organization that exist-

ed in the Church at Jerusalem.
He taught them that they must
be baptized, as He had been,

by those having authority to officiate

in that ordinance. This was not the

word of an ordinary man; it was the

word of the Son of God, who had as-

cended to His Father, and who had
come back again, that the children of

men might have another testimony add-

ed to the number that had already been
given1 to them.
Then in the day and age in which we

live there arose another individual. A
boy fourteen years of age believed what
was contained in the Scriptures. He
read in James, "If any of you lack wis-

dom, let him ask of God, that giveth to

all men liberally and upbraideth not:

and it shall be given him." Believing

those words, he went into the woods to

pray, and his prayer was answered.
His faith brought the blessing he so

much desired. He received the record of

the Book of Mormon. He not only had
the witness of the Bible that Jesus was
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the Christ, but he saw God the Father

standing in the clouds of heaven,

clothed with glory, and Jesus Christ,

the Redeemer of the world, exalted at

His right hand, and he heard the voice

of the Lord, saying, "This is My Be-

loved Son, hear Him." He bore testi-

mony of this glorious vision to those

with whom he was associated. Others

also received a -witness from on high.

Their testimony in the divinity of the

Savior's mission had been increased and
strengthened, so that it was no longer

a matter of ancient history that God

lived and that Jesus was the Christ;

they knew it personally, because they

had received a testimony themselves.

As I look into the faces of this audi-
ence I realize that this testimony has
been handed down to you, not by man,
but by the power of our heavenly Fath-
er, who has promised it to all of His
children that will obey His command-
ments and keep His laws. You are not
dependent alone upon history, nor upon
the teachings of any man, to know that
this is the work of the Lord, because
you have had it burned into your souls
hy the gift of the Holy Ghost. There
is no doubt in your mind as to your,
origin, nor as to the place you will go
to when this life is over, if you are
faithful to the trust reposed in you. We
are not here to while away the hours,
of this life and then pass to a sphere of

exaltation; but we are here to qualify
ourselves day by day for the positions
that our Father expects us to fill here-
after. We are here to learn to love
one another. The great commandment
that was given by the Savior to tha
children of men in the day in which
He lived is binding on us. • We are com-
manded to love the Lord our God with
all our might, mind and strength, and
to love our neighbor as ourselves. In
the, language of the poet, "Life is real,
Life is earnest," and "the grave is not
its goal." The spirit that inhabits the
tabernacle is immortal. It lives beyond
the grave. The body decays and re-

turns to earth but the spirit lives on.

None of us brethren and sisters, can
control the beating of the heart? None
of us, if it should stop, could start it

again? Science has not discovered the

secret. Yet there is a power that can
do this and continues to do it, and we
who are members of the fold of Christ

know whence that power comes.
If we believe as we claim, that Jesus

is the Christ, and that we are the chil-

dren of our heavenly Father, then how
careful we should be to conduct our-

selves that we may be worthy of the

temples wT
e occupy, which were created

in the image of God. How many of us

realize that by taking into our systeMa
things that our Father has forbidden,

we defile the temple of the spirit? How
many of us stop to consider that when
we give way to weakness of the flesh,

we deprive ourselves of opportunities

that await us in the future, and cut

ourselves off from the blessings that the

Lord hath in store for the faithful. As
members of the Church of Christ, we
should keep His commandments ana
love one another. Then our love shoulu

pass beyond the border lines of the

Church with which we are identifieu,

and reach out after the children

of men, that the belief which is grow-
ing in the world that God does not

live and that the grave is our goal

may be dissipated, and that in the

place of that disbelief there may come
a living faith, yea, a living know-
ledge, that Jesus is the Christ, and
that we are the "hildrpa of the Fa-
ther. Those of you who have received

this witness have assumed an obliga-

tion which you cannot turn your
backs upon if you would. It must be
declared by you to the children of

men. The revelation that John re-

ceived, that another angel should fly in

the midst of heaven, having the ever-

lasting Gospel to preach to men that
dwell upon the earth, has been real-

ized. Joseph Smith taught that he
knew there was a hereafter, and that

he knew that God lived, and that God
knew that he knew that God lived. He
was willing to give his life in order
that you, my brethren and sisters,

might have your faith strengthened
and that your confidence in him might
not be shaken. He knew the purpose
of this life. He knew that we were
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here to prepare for the future and a

more glorious existence. And he was

willing, if need be, to give his own

life, not simply that he might lose it,

for our benefit, but because he knew
that the Father had said that he who
would save his life should lose it,

but he who would lose his life for His

sake should find it, even life eternal.

It was this knowledge that made it

possible for the Prophet and Patri-

arch of the Church in early days to

turn their backs upon loved ones, to

be incarcerated in prison, and to give all

that they had in this world, that men
can give for their brethren—their mor-
tal life.

Brethren and sisters, this is a ser-

ious matter. We should think of it

seriously. We should look into our
own lives and discover if we are pre-

pared for that great future life,

if we were called hence tomor-
row whether we would be pre-

pared to give an account for our
earthly deeds; whether we can feel

that we would receive from our Hea-
venly Father the welcome plaudit of

"Well done, good and faithful ser-

vant." To preach the Gospel is our
mission. Tour sons and daughters are

proclaiming it in the world. Let it in.

deed be true, as was suggested by a
Mission President from this stand,

that when our missionaries look home-
ward from the islands of the sea and
from the nations of the earth they may
see a home-guard, who are tried and
true, who have been weighed in the

balances and have not been found
wanting, that their faith in us may not.

waver, and that they may realize that

we are willing and anxious to help

the work of the Master in every pos-

sible way.
That the Lord may continue His

blessings upon this gathering; that the

peace which has characterized it so

far may remain with all of us; that we
may take it to our homes and dissem-

inate it among the people where we
live; that we may love the Lord our
God; and be willing to keep His
commandments, and not only be

willing to die for the work,

but willing to live for it. Let

us see to it that we speak evil of no
one, not even of those who speak evil

of us. Let us extend to all our Fa-
ther's children the hand of welcome,
and teach unto them that we know
without doubt that Jesus was and is

the Christ, that Joseph Smith was a
prophet of the living God, and that

the men who represent the work today

receive from oUr heavenly Father the

inspiration and revelation of His mind
and will when He desires to give it to

them for the benefit of His Church.
That we may be worthy of the honor
God has given us that we may be
worthy of the lineage whence we came
that we may be faithful sons and
daughters of God, worthy to bear His
image in the earth, that we may not

defile our tabernacles with anything
that is impure or unholy, but that

day by day we may let our light so

shine that men, seeing our good
works, will glorify our Father which

is in heaven—that this may be our
privilege, and that when our labors are

finished and we are summoned back to

our heavenly Father we may be wel-

come there because of our faith and
faithfulness here below, is my prayer

in the name of Jesus. Amen.
The choir and soloists rendered the

beautiful anthem, "God of Israel, Hear
our Prayer."
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Report of Visit to Southern part of Mexico—
Wise Rulers and Superior Race of Natives

—

The Work of God will Triumph.

My brothers and sisters, on the 21st

of February I started upon a journey to

the state of Tabasco, telling President

Smith upon leaving that I would return

to attend this conference. My purpose

in going was the discharge of a sacred

duty, and also in the hope of securing

my complete return to health. I pre-

sumed that I had so arranged matters
that I would be able to be in attend-

ance at the first day of the conference.

Two weeks ago yesterday I left the

town of Cardenas, in an Indian canoe,

to make my way with my companions
to the capital of the state, San Juan
Baptiste. We reached that place in the

anticipation that, on the 28th of last

month, from Fontara the steamer


