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AFTERNOON SESSION.

Conference convened at 2 p. m.

The choir and congregation sang:

How firm a foundation, ye Saints of the
Lord,

Is laid for your faith in His excellent
word

!

"U'hat more can He say than to you He
hath said

—

You who unto Jesus for refuge have
fled?

Prayer was offered bj- Elder Nathan-
iel Smith.

The choir sang the anthem, "From
afar, gracious Lord, Thou hast gather-
ed Thy flock."

ELDER JOHN HENRY SMITH.
The work of God cannot be overthrown.—
Unselfish devotion of the ministers of
the Gospel.—The rights of all manknd
guarded by the Church.—Heroic char-
acter of the Church leaders.

I am pleased with the privilege of be-

ing with you in the commencement of

this conference. At the April conference

I had been absent in Mexico and did not

reach here until the last session. One
year ago I was considerably "under
the weather" and did not have part

with you in the conference at that time.

It has been a pleasure to me this morn-
ing to hear the songs of Zion, and lis-

ten to the voices of our brethren in in-

structions, reporting the conditions at-

tendant upon the labors of the elders

of the church, and in the testimonies

that have been borne concerning your
fidelity and faith in the work that our
Father has established in the world,

with the promise that it should never be
thrown down nor given to another peo-

ple. That promise has found lodgment,
I believe, in your hearts and has re-

mained with you in the midst of many
trying experiences, and will in the fu-

tue remain, imparting hope and
strength which shall cause you to pos-
sess the fortitude and faith necessary
to fulfill the missions whereunto you
have been called by the Almighty. To
me, it is ever a Joy to remember those
memorable "u-ords, and wherever I have
found myself, whether at home or

abroad, whether in your companion-
ship, under the sound of your voices,

or in the association and companion-

ship of m.en of the world, the same joy

and satisfaction has welled up in my
soul as the remembrance of these words

has come up in my mind. The Latter-

day Saints have no cause for concern

so far as the work itself is concerned.

It is a heritage of the Lord. It has been

sent into the world to fulfill a great

purpose, and they to whom the mes-
sage of glad tidings has come are under

the obligation to fulfill their part to the

best of their ability, based upon the re-

quirement that he who is warned shall

warn his neighbor. In this connection

we remember that there are few men
in this congregation but what have
performed this sacred duty with fidelity

and faith. Consigning their families to

the mercies of the Lord, they have
entered the field, in almost every land

and clime, and have sought to free

themoelves ^rom that responsibjility

which attaches to the acceptance of the

Gospel, in heralding the same among
their fellow creatures, that when they
stand at the bar of the Great Judge
and the books are opened, and they are
judged out of the books from the things

written therein, it will be found that in

fulfillment of the sacred obligation and
the discharge of this requirement, their

names are registered there, and that fi-

delity and faith, the love of our Father
and of His children, characterized their

lives. To this end, the gray-haired ones
who sit under the sound of my voice
upon this occasion have ministered
with that determination, that patriot-

ism, and that love that only a love of
the Supreme Being and an absolute be-
lief in the sacred mission entrusted to
their care could cause them to exhibit.

When I look upon the faces of these
mothers and these wives who are con-
gregated here today, I remember too,

that they have been in no degree less

heroic, or less lacking in that abiding
faith, and that undjing determination in
connection 'with the work to which they
have been called along with their hus-
bands, fathers or brothers. They also
have regarded it as among the sacred
heritages of the human race, and it has
been their determination that while
husband or father was in the field car-
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rying the glad tidings of great joy to

the children of men. their homes and
their firesides should be guarded from
the attacks of the enemy, and their

children should be nurtured in the

faith which is dear to themselves. And
while, perchance, in some instances'

these children may not have been as

fully equipped in the faith as they

should be, as has been intimated in the

remarks of presiding brethren this

morning, the responses that have been
made by the younger members of the

church bear witness to the heroism of

their mothers, the faith of their fath-

ers, and the honesty and Integrity pos-

sessed by themselves.

My brethren and sisters, I rejoice to

be numbered with a people such as you
are. I rejoice to recognize the fact that

you have come from many lands and
olimes, and that you abandoned those

lands for the sake of the truth. I have
pleasure in the fact that it has been
my privilege, in connection with my
brethren, to meet you in those lands,

to bear witness of the restoration oi

the gospel in its fullness and purity, to

declared that the Prophet of this latter-

day dispensation did gaze upon the face

of the Father and the Son; and we bear
that *;vitness in harmony with the dec-

laration that went forth in a former
day that an angel of the Lord should

fly through the midst of heaven having
the Everlasting Gospel to preach tn

them! that dw^ell upon the earth, to

every nal ion, to every kindred, to every
tongue, and to every people. I have re-

joicefd in the faithfulness you have dis-

played in the fulfillment of your sacred
duty in the receipt of that warning,
in the carrying of these glad tidings,

and in meeting the obligation in the

manly and womanly way in which it

has been done by the heroes and hero-
ines who have builded these western
commonwealths and have confronted

the trials and tribulations incident to

the establishment of homes and the

upbuilding of many sections of our

land. As I look upon the faces of men
who are sitting before me, I see those

who have sacrificed every interest in

the world for the cause which to their

hearts was most dear, and I recognize
that in their doing this, it was not to

please President Young, it was not to

please President John Taylor, it was
not to please President Wilford Wood-
ruff, it was not to please Pres-
ident Lorenzo Enow, it was not
to please President Joseph F.
Smith and his associatjes. but
it was to satisfy their own consciences
and to serve that Being who called

them by the voice of His Spirit to an
understanding of the truth, and had
written it in their souls that the most
sacred duty nvhich mortal could dis-

charge was to live and minister for

the reclamation of the human race, to
establish in them faith and an under-
standing of the gospel, and to minister
in the temporal concerns of this life,

that' their fellows might possess the
blessings and comforts of the present
and have joy and satisfaction therein.

The gospel we 'have embraced is the
truth. It came from the Master. It

has been sent to renovate the world,
to re-establish among mankind the liv-

ing faith which had so largely depart-
ed from the breasts of the human fam-
ily, and to bring them to a comprenen-
sion of the responsibilities they owe
to the Divine Master. Nothing can
stay its progress. You and I may fall

by the wayside; we may lack the for-

titude and faith to endure and fulfill

our part; but the work itself has gone
on from the day the announcement was
made of the administration of heavenly
beings, and it will continue in its on-
ward march until everj"- nation, kindred,

tongue, and people throughout the uni-

verse shall hear the glad tidings of

great joy and have the privilege of ac-

cepting or rejecting the same in the ex-

ercise of the agency our Father has
given to them. I trust, that in the ful-

fillment of our duties, in the discharge
of the great obligations that are ours,

our hearts and minds will never waver.
It can never be anticipated that this

work shall be made popular with
the human family at large. It can
not be expected that its mission

will be accomplished without op-
position. It must meet adverse
elements, it must overcome obstacles.
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it must secure the ground step by
step, without fear and without favor,

honoring- our heavenly Father, and
maintaining the dignity of that Priest-

hood God has given to us—the grandest
heritage that was ever given to the

children of men in any day and age of

the world.

I pray that the blessings of the Gos-
pel may abound with you in the future

as in the past; that, true to the obli-

gations that are yours, in every place

and in every station, among all men, no
matter who or where they may be, you
may know where you stand, and, know-
ing where you stand, you may have the
faith and the fortitude to express your
views and your sentiments. It has been
my experience thus far in life that
there is nothing in connection with this

work for which any man in the world
need blush. There has been no revela-
tion given to the Proph.et for which we
should have the least feeling of regret
or concern. There is nothing within
these statute books given by our heav-
enly Father for which I, as one of His
sons, need blush. On the contrary, I

honor Him for giving the same, and
purpose in the fulfillment of life's mis-
sion, if He will give me faith and for-
titude so to do, to raise my voice in
their defense, and to stand for the ad-
vancement and spreading of this work,
as I know it came from Him. The
same is true not only in regard to our
membership in the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints, but it is

true in regard to our citizenship in the
republic of the United States. No man
of standing in this Church has ever
in my presence given utterance to a
word that would cause me, in any sense
of the word, to be ashamed of my citi-

zenship in this glorious land; on the
contrary, the sentiniient and fejeling

that has ever come from the lips of the
men with whom it has been my priv-
ilege to mingle has been to preserve our
constitutional liberties, and accord the
same rights to every other man, wheth-
er he be Jew, Pagan, Christian, Mo-
hammedan, or infidel. So long as he in-

terferes not with the rights and liber-

ties of other men, his liberties should

be guarded, his rights should be pre-

served, and he should be honored irt the

exercise thereof, and his rights main-
tained justly and properly. Standing
before you with these sentiments in

my heart, I trust that we will continue

to maintain the highest citizenship it

is possible for mortals to do; and that
we shall stand for our own liberties,

that we shall maintain them to the

best of our ability, be subservient to

every principle that is right, and con-

cede nothing that is wrong, but stand

by the truth, honoring the Lord, fulfill-

ing our obligations, preaching the prin-

ciples of righteousness to the children

of men, and pointing the way of life

to every man in whose company it may
be our privilege to come.

I bear you my testimony to the truth

of the Gospel, and the mission of Jos-

eph Smith; to the mission of his asso-

ciates that stood around him and were
true to him; to the mission of Brig-

ham Young, who was faithful, earnest,

devoted and of a heroic mold, and who,
had he not been of such type, Would
have failed in the great mission that

was given to him; honoring and es-

teeming in his life's ministry that he-

roic man whose blood mingled with the

prophet in Cathage jail, John Taylor;

true to that humble and earnest advo-

cate of the principles of the gospel,

one of the most successful that ever

preached it in the world,Wilford Wood-
ruff; and to that upright man of the

Lord, Lorenzo Snow, who presided in

righteousness over this people. And I

will not in any degree slacken in my
allegiance and respect for the man who
stands at our head today. No truer

man ever breathed the breath of life.

No man has ever been more willing to

stand up for the principles of justice

and mercy. No man has been more ioy-

al in preaching the principles of his

faith. No man is more ready today to

discharge that high responsibility and
fulfill every obligation- Sitting by his

side are those who, commencing in

their boyhood, have ministered in the

interests of this work, and who have
never faltered nor turned their back
upon the truth in any place or station.
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Such has been the character of the he-
roic men who laid the foundations of

these commonweaJths. Such 'is the

character of the men who stand at the

head of these Stakes and Wards, and
of the Seventies and Elders who have
carried this gospel to the nations, and
also of the mothers who have guarded
their hearthstones and taught their

children in the principles of eternal

life. I bear my witness to this work.
I know that it is from the Lord, that
it has come to stay, that it will con-
tinue to spread and increase in the
world, and that it will become the joy
of the whole earth. May God bless you
with faith and fill you with under-
standing; may we be loyal to ourselves

and to our heavenly Father, is my
prayer in the name of Jesus. Amen.

A duet, composed by Prof. Evan Ste-
phens, entitled "God Bless and Guard
Our Mountain Home," was effectively
rendered by George M. Cannon, Jr.,

and Noall S. Pratt.

ELDER RUDGER CLAWSON.
Great responsibilities on those who re-
ceive God's commandments.—The procla-
mation of the Gospel.—Building up of
Zion.

Brethren and sisters, I have very

much rejoiced in the spirit of the con-

ference. I listened with deep interest to

the testimonies of the First Presidency

and the President of the Twelve at the

meeting this morning. I felt that it

was a most auspicious opening of our

conference, and the congregation which
was assembled will judge as to whether
they spoke by the Spirit of God, or by
some other spirit. I am sure that their

words found a response in the hearts of

the Latter-day Saints. We not only

have with us, brethren and sisters, the

living oracles, but we also have the

Holy Scriptures, which embody the

commandments of God to His people

and to the children of men. In every

age of the world when the Lord has

given a commandment to men, it has

always been accompanied by a heavy
weight of responsibility. We have ex-

amples of this from the beginning. You
remember that Moses went by instruc-

tion into the mount and communed with

the Almighty; he was gone forty days
and forty nights. While there he receiv-

ed from the hand of God the Ten Com-
mandments. And with these tables of

stone that were intrusted to him came a
very great responsibility—a double re-

sponsibility, you might say. In the

first place Moses was required to de-

liver these commandments to the chil-

dren of Israel. Now, if he had taken

them to his tent, dug a hole in the
earth and hidden them out of sight, he
would have stood condemned before the

Lord; but we learn that Moses, the

law-giver, discharged his duty faith-

fully and well, for he brought the com-
mandments to the children of Israel. A
heavy weight of responsibility rested

upon the people with reference to these

commandments, as to their attitude and
the manner in which they should treat

them. If they failed to obey the com-
mandments, they would be answerable
to the Lord and would have to give an
accounting to Him in the day of

judgment. For those commandments
were not only binding upon Moses, but

they were binding upon the whole peo-

ple; not onlj' upon the children of Isra-

el, but upon the entire world. There-

fore, it was necessary that they should

go to the world. We have another strik-

ing example in the day of the Savior

when He said to His disciples: "Go ye
into all the world and preach the gos-

pel to every creature." You will ob-

serve that no exception was made, but
this message was to go to every crea-

ture. "He that believeth and is bap-
tized shall be saved, and he that be-

lieveth not shall be damned." With
this commandment from the Messiah
to His disciples came a heavy respon-

sibility—a double responsibility. In the

first place, they were required not to

conceal this message, not to keep it

back, not to hold it for themselves and
for their immediate family and friends;

but the message of the gospel was to

go to the entire world, and if they fail-

ed to discharge that duty they were
under a very serious obligation be-

fore the Lord, and they would have to

account to Him for it, and perchance

the blood of that generation would


