
ELDER REED SMOOT. 17

weight of responsibility resting upon
the people of the world who hear this

message, though it may come to them
in a humble manner, by those who may
possibly be unlearned or inexperienced,
and who bring it to their doors, from
house to house, and, as the revelation

says, from city to city. If they reject
it, God will hold them to a strict ac-
counting and, as He has said by His
own voice, " it will be more tolerable foij

the heathen in the day of judgment
than for that house or that city."

But I remind you, brethren and sis->

ters, that this responsibility of preach-
ing the gospel to the world is not all.

It does not fully cover the ground, be-
cause there is a responsibility resting

upon the Elders of Israel with refer-

ence to the building up of Zion; for, as
the Lord says, every heart shall be
pierced, and every ear shall hear. This
message of life and salvation, too, must
not only go to the strangers and to

people who have never heard it in the
world, but it must also go to the chil-

dren of Zion, to your children and to

my children. They must be taught and
warned. You will remember what the

Lord said to the prophet Ezekiel along
this line:

Son of man, I have made thee a
watchman unto the house of Israel;
therefore hear the word at my mouth,
and give them warning from me.
When I say unto the wicked. Thou

Shalt surely die; and thou givest him
not warning, nor speakest to warn the.

wicked from his wicked way, to save
his life; the same wicked man shall
die in his iniquity; but his blood will
I require at thine hand.
Yet if thou warn the wicked, and he

turn not from his wickedness, nor from
his wicked way, he shall die in his in-

iquity; but thou hast delivered thy
sou!.
Again, when a righteous man doth

turn from his righteousness, and com-
mit iniquity, and I lay a stumbling
block befbre him, he shall die: because
thou hast not given him warning, h.%

shall die in his sin, and his righteous-
ness which he hath done shall not be
remembered; but his blood will I re-

quire at thine hand.
Nevertheless if thou warn the right-

eous- man, that the righteous sin

not, and he dotb not sin, he shall sure-

Ij' live, because he is warned; also thou
hast delivered thy soul.

That is the attitude, brethren and sis-

ters, which the authorities of this

church, the High Priests, Seventies and
Eiders, and the authorities of the les-

ser priesthood, bear toward this peo-

ple; They are called to be watchmen
upon the towers of Zion, and to give

notice and warning, to point out the

evil before it comes, and to guard the

young against danger. What must we
think when we learn that there are

many who bear the sacred authority of

the holy priesthood, who are careless

and indifferent, and who fail to mag-
nify this authority and to carry the

message to the people? Will not the

displeasure of the Lord be upon them?
Will not this thing be required at their

hands? Will they not have to give a

strict account of the priesthood and
power which they have received from
the heavens? This responsibility hag

been passed from the shoulders of the

Prophet Joseph Smith, and now rests

down upon the Elders of Israel who
have succeeded him, and who are on the

scene of action. The Lord says to His

servants: "Behold, how great is your

calling; cleanse your hearts and your

garments, lest the blood of this gener-

ation be required at your hands." I

think that passage will be found in sec-

tion one hundred and twelve. It is

the strict injunction of the Lord.

I rejoice in the gospel, in the author-

ity of the holy priesthood, and in the

power that is manifested by this people

in carrying out the great purposes of

Jehovah. The work will stand, and the

will of the Lord be accomplished, as we
have heard it from the Presidency of

the Church and those who have spoken.

I testify to this, in the name of the

Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER REED SMOOT.

The young people of the Church loyal to

it and to the authorities.—Futile efforts

of the opponents of God's work.—Ardu-
ous labors of the First Presidency.—
Trials necessary.—The Saints will be
faithful, and victorious.

I desire, my brothers and sisters, to

express my gratitude to my Heavenly
Father for the privilege I have of

standing before this immense congre-
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gation of Latter-day Saints, and ex-

pressing to them, in the few moments
I have at my command, some of the

thoughts that have passed through my
mind during this conference. I am
indeed thankful for my standing in the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints. I am indeed thankful for the

position occupied today in the M'orld's

affairs by the Church and by the peo •

pie; and "I am not ashamed of the

Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ, for it

is the power of God unto salvation." I

believe with all my soul, and with all

the understanding that God has given

me, that this is His work, and that it

is designed to redeem the eartn, to

bring light unto its inhabitants, to

make people better, and to ma\e this

planet a fit place for the seconc. corn-

ing of the Lord and Master.

I have had a great deal of pleasure
in visiting the different part.s of our
state, mingling with the people, soeirg
the conditions surrounding tiiem. and
noting their loyalty to the work of
God. Brother John Henry Smith, in

speaking of the loyalty of the gray-
haired men and women before him,
touched my heart. I also say that, not
only are they loyal to this work, but,

if I am any judge, the young people
are just as loyal to the authorities and
to the institutions of the Church as
were our fathers in the past, and a&
they are today. Our brethren have
been testifying to the loyalty which is

manifest in our church towards the
authorities, and especially towards the
presidency. I feel like testifying to
you, and to all. that this great work
of God is in the hands of honest, up-
right. God-fearing men. Assaults are
made upon us from all sides. Many
claim that they are not as&ailmg the
"Mormon" people, nor the principles of
the Gospel which they believe, but it is

the leaders they are condemning ui.'d

finding fault with. They are also try-
ing to bring distrust of the authorities
into the minds of the Latter-da^
Saints. Why are they assaumg tne
principle of tithing? Why are they
trying to make you believe that every
cent paid by you, for the forwai'ding

of God's work upon this earth, is being
handled by dishonest men and being
spent, not for the work Hself but for

the aggrandizement and pvsonal bene-
fit of men? If I had the power to reach

the heart of every honest Latter-

day Saint, and if I had the confi-

dence of every soul that hears my
voice, I v/ould testify to this fact, that,

as far as the tithing of the Church is

concerned, not one farthing is spent
wrongfully, or is diverted from the

channel in which it was intended to be
used. O, how natural it is for our op-

ponents to try to advance some argu-
ment that may bring distrust into the

minds of people, and cause apostasy
in our midst. They think they have
found a condemning argument In the
collec^K)n and use of tithing, and, in

calling attention to it, they rely on the

appeals they make to the selfishness of

the people. But the evil one today
plainly sees and knows as well as, or

perhaps Tjetter than, we. do, that this

great work of God is moving on,spread-

ing in foreign lands, and reaching to

the farthest ends of the world. It is

there.fore natural for his emissaries to

cry "fraud, fraud." We. are informed
that the Church is building meeting-
houses and establishing headquarters
upon the islands of the sea, and in all

the great countries of Europe. Re-
spectable, places of worship, and homes
for presidents of missions, are also be-

ing established in some of the^ principal

cities of our great country. The Devi!

sees these things going on, and he
knows there must be something done
to retard the work if possible, and in-

citing the. cry of "fraud, fraud," is one
way he has of attacking it. He thinks

by this to bring distrust into the minds
of the people; but he will fail in this

just as sure as the sun will rise to-

morrow morning. I believe that the

Latter-day Saints, who have the Spirit

of God in them, never had more con-

fidence in a man, or set of men, than
they have in the presidency of the

Church today. I wish that e.very one

could read the heart and understand the

thoughts of the presidency, and all

others who are trying, in their humble
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way. to lead and direct the affairs ol
this people. I feel that if it were pos-
sible for you to do so, you would not
only love them as you have in the past,

but you would have for them still

greater love; and the confidence you
Avould have in them would be such that
you could pray for them with all your
soul, and uphold them, and ask the
blessings of God urion them in the
important work they are trying to ac-
complish in this dispensation.
Some people think, as I have heard

it expressed, inspired from the source
of all misrepresentation and falsehood,

that the. president of the Church does
not work, and that he and his counsel-
ors do not give the attention they
should to the work of the Lord. I

wish that these men had more physical

strength than they have, for I testify

to you that it is strained to

the utmost. I go into their of-

fice and I see almost an arm full ot

mail brought in several times a

day. 1 find President Winder, eighty-

three years old, reading aloud almost
every letter, and, with the President
of the Church, and the other counselor,

attending to every little detail that i.3

brought to their notice from all parts of

this great Church. While speaking up-

on this subject, I feel to ask the breth-

ren here, W'ho hold leading positions in

the Church, as well as all members
in the different stakes of Zion who write

letters to the presidency, if it is abso-

lutely necessary for you to write, make
the letters as short as you can, but do

not write unless it is necessary. I

would advise the people to first go to

their Bishop, and, if possible, get from

him the advice and counsel they need;

if unable to get it from him, then ap-

ply to the presidency of the stake, and,

if it becomes absolutely necessary to

appeal to the First Presidency,make the

communication just as short as possi-

ble, for those brethren are worked al-

most to death. I feel like asking the

good people of the Church to bear this

in mind when they are tempted to

write long letters to the Presidency.

I have absolute confidence in the ma-

joritj^ of the young people of the Church
and in their understanding of the truth
of the Gospel. Being born in the Cove-
nant and reared among the Saints, I

have absolute confidence th^t they are
net going to be tricked or turned aside
by misrepresentations. I feel that, when
they stop to consider and compare
things as they are today with conditions
of the past, they will be led to say
that, as far as they are concerned, they
will be loyal and true to the fathers and
mothers who gave them birth.

My brethren and sisters, I hope you
will never be discouraged, and never
feel that God is going to abandon this

people, for He never will as long as we
are prayerful and feel in our souls to

do His will, according to the wisdom
and light He has given us. I have
thought a great deal lately of the his-

tory of the Church, and I have won-
dered sometimes whether our position

as a people is any different today than
it has been from the beginning of th.^

Church. Ap I study the history of the

people, I find that it is about the same
as it always has been, with but few ex-

ceptions. Whenever there is a great

advance, and when the evil one sees the

Church progressing a little more rapid-

ly than usual, it arouses him to greater

action. I read here the 'word of the

Lord to Joseph the Prophet, while he
was in Liberty Jail, Clay County, Mis-

souri, March, 1839. At that time pros-

pects looked very black to him. He, the

Prophet of God, was being hounded on
every hand, and every kind of a charge
being made ^gainst him. His heart was
heavy. He was pondering how it was
that these things should come to a man
who was trying to serve the good Mas-
ter, and while in that condition of mind
the Lord gave unto him these words:
"And if thou sliouldst be cast into

the pit, or into the hands of murderers,
and the sentence of death passed upon
thee; if thou be cast into the deep; if

the billowing surge conspire against
thee; if fierce winds become thine en-
emy; if the heavens gather blackness
and all the elements combine to hedge
up the way; and above all, if the very
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jaws of hell shall gape open the mouth
wide after thee, know thou, my son,

that all these things shall give thee ex-

perience, and shall be for thy good."

I believe with all my heart that our

trials are given us for the same pur-

pose. We are to be a tried people. We
are to be thrice tried, as the Saints of

old. I believe that all trials are given

to us for experience, just as the Lord
permitted them to be given to Joseph
in the early days of the church. At
this same time the Lord said to him,
"Thy people shall never be turned
against thee by the testimony of trait-

ors." I say to you, President Joseph F.

Smith, that the Saints in this vast con-
gregation (and they are but representa-

tive of the communities in which they
live) will never turn against thee by
the testimony of traitors.

My brethren and sisters, all I care

for is that we may live as God wants
us to live, observing all the require-

ments made of us, and performing the

duty that is incumbent upon us, then
all will be well, as sure as He has
spoken from the heavens. As I travel

among the people and see the feeling of

loyalty and truth existing, I feel in my
soul to say, God bless the Latter-day
Saints in all their interests, in their

basket and in their store. God bless

them with strong testimony, that they
may know the voice of the true shep-
herd. I feel in my soul that they will

know it. No matter what transpires,
or who may come in our midst think-
ing there will be a falling away from
the Church, and that they may succeed
in gathering in the lost ones. I say
there never was a time when the peo-
ple testified with more fervency, and
with a deeper feeling of love for our
heavenly Father and His work, than
they do at the present moment. I

bear my testimony to you that this

work is the work of God, and He will

make it triumphant in the end; we will

love it, and be loyal to it, and its int'er-

ests; and we will be loyal to every in-

stitution upon the earth that has for
Its object the advancement of mankind.
We will continue to be good citizens of

this nation; we will uphold and pray
for it. We will be true men and tru(^

women to our Church, to our country,
and to our God. May God bless you, I
ask it in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

ELDER HYRUM M. SMITH.

Magnitude of the work of God.—Abundant
opportunities to acquire knowledge.—
Reasons for diligence and. faithfulness.—
Respect for local authorities.

My brothers and sisters, I gre-atly de-
sire that you shall accord me the same
attention you have extended to my
brethren who have spoken already, and
that you will assist me by your prayers,
that in bearing testimony to the truth
of the everlasting Gospel I may do so
under the inspiration of the Spirit of
the Lord. The Latter-day Saints cer-
tainly have wonderfully good times
when they gather in their general con-
ferences. They never fail to come to-

gether in the spirit of prayer and with
a great desire in their hearts that the
Lord will have something to say to

them through His servants who shall

speak; and when they come together In

this spirit they never fail to receive
the word of the Lord, that word which
fills their souls with joy and thanks-
giving, and which allays any doubt
that may have found lodgment in their

minds. They never fail to be built

up and strengthened, and they go home
after the conference is over, feeling that

the Lord is with His people.

Now, the thing that is on my mind
this afternoon is the greatness of the

work which has been introduced into-

the world in this day and age through

the Prophet Joseph Smith. We meet
together here in vast numbers, and yet

though all the Latter-day Saints were
met together they would only be a
hand-full compared to the multitudes of

people that dwell in the earth. We
have been highly favored of the Lord,

in that He has sent His servants unto
us with the word of truth and of reve-

lation, and He has put it into our


