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jaws of hell shall gape open the mouth
wide after thee, know thou, my son,

that all these things shall give thee ex-

perience, and shall be for thy good."

I believe with all my heart that our

trials are given us for the same pur-

pose. We are to be a tried people. We
are to be thrice tried, as the Saints of

old. I believe that all trials are given

to us for experience, just as the Lord
permitted them to be given to Joseph
in the early days of the church. At
this same time the Lord said to him,
"Thy people shall never be turned
against thee by the testimony of trait-

ors." I say to you, President Joseph F.

Smith, that the Saints in this vast con-
gregation (and they are but representa-

tive of the communities in which they
live) will never turn against thee by
the testimony of traitors.

My brethren and sisters, all I care

for is that we may live as God wants
us to live, observing all the require-

ments made of us, and performing the

duty that is incumbent upon us, then
all will be well, as sure as He has
spoken from the heavens. As I travel

among the people and see the feeling of

loyalty and truth existing, I feel in my
soul to say, God bless the Latter-day
Saints in all their interests, in their

basket and in their store. God bless

them with strong testimony, that they
may know the voice of the true shep-
herd. I feel in my soul that they will

know it. No matter what transpires,
or who may come in our midst think-
ing there will be a falling away from
the Church, and that they may succeed
in gathering in the lost ones. I say
there never was a time when the peo-
ple testified with more fervency, and
with a deeper feeling of love for our
heavenly Father and His work, than
they do at the present moment. I

bear my testimony to you that this

work is the work of God, and He will

make it triumphant in the end; we will

love it, and be loyal to it, and its int'er-

ests; and we will be loyal to every in-

stitution upon the earth that has for
Its object the advancement of mankind.
We will continue to be good citizens of

this nation; we will uphold and pray
for it. We will be true men and tru(^

women to our Church, to our country,
and to our God. May God bless you, I
ask it in the name of Jesus Christ.
Amen.

ELDER HYRUM M. SMITH.

Magnitude of the work of God.—Abundant
opportunities to acquire knowledge.—
Reasons for diligence and. faithfulness.—
Respect for local authorities.

My brothers and sisters, I gre-atly de-
sire that you shall accord me the same
attention you have extended to my
brethren who have spoken already, and
that you will assist me by your prayers,
that in bearing testimony to the truth
of the everlasting Gospel I may do so
under the inspiration of the Spirit of
the Lord. The Latter-day Saints cer-
tainly have wonderfully good times
when they gather in their general con-
ferences. They never fail to come to-

gether in the spirit of prayer and with
a great desire in their hearts that the
Lord will have something to say to

them through His servants who shall

speak; and when they come together In

this spirit they never fail to receive
the word of the Lord, that word which
fills their souls with joy and thanks-
giving, and which allays any doubt
that may have found lodgment in their

minds. They never fail to be built

up and strengthened, and they go home
after the conference is over, feeling that

the Lord is with His people.

Now, the thing that is on my mind
this afternoon is the greatness of the

work which has been introduced into-

the world in this day and age through

the Prophet Joseph Smith. We meet
together here in vast numbers, and yet

though all the Latter-day Saints were
met together they would only be a
hand-full compared to the multitudes of

people that dwell in the earth. We
have been highly favored of the Lord,

in that He has sent His servants unto
us with the word of truth and of reve-

lation, and He has put it into our
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hearts to receive that word and to ob-
tain a testimony of the truth of the
revelation which He has given to the
world. We younger ones, the young
men and the young women of Israel,
who have been so highly favored as to
be born in the Church, having the testi-
mony of the truth born in us and hav-
ing the seed of truth grow and develop
within us, most assuredly ought to feel

thankfulness to our Father in heaven
for it. The whole world still lieth in
darkness. "This Gospel of the King-
dom must be preached in all the world
as a witness before the end shall come."'
The angel who introduced this Gospel
came with it that it might be preached
to every nation, kindred, tongue and
people. And while we are doing a great
deal towards the carrying of the mes-
sage unto the nations of the earth,

still the progress we are making, when
we consider the vast amount of work
that must be done, is only small, and
we have only advanced a little way.

I believe all that has been said ot

the Latter-day Saints by our brethren
who have spoken. I believe they are
the children of God, and that they
have the testimony of the truth burning
within their souls. I believe they love

the truth and desire to keep the com-
mandments of the Lord. Yet I am
constrained to believe they still need
more labor among them every day than
ought to be necessary. I believe that

they should be firmly founded in the

knowledge of the truth, by reason of

the great blessings the Lord has be-

stowed upon them, and the great means
He has placed in their way whereby
they may learn of Him. They have
the Holy Scriptures, the Bible, which
contains the word of God; the Book of

Mormon, the Doctrine and Covenants,

and the Pearl of Great Price; they have

the Journal of Discourses; also period-

icals, books and papers which are pub-

lished from time to time containing the

discourses and inspired words of the

servants of the Lord. All these they

have, and all they need do, if they have

the desire, is to open the books and

there read the word of the Lord. In

addition to this it seems essential that

the Twelve and the Seven Presidents
of the Seventies shall visit the various
Stakes of Zion and spend all their time,
month after month, year after year,

exhorting the Saints to faithfulness.re-

proving them at times for wickedness
and folly, laboring to keep them,
as it were, to the line and from
departing by degrees from their full

duty. Now this is what I think ought
not to be. I think that the Saints ought
to know the truth as well as the ser-

vants of the Lord. They ought to be'

as firmly grounded in the faith. It

ought to be i«st as impossible to move
them from the truth as it is to move
the men who stand at the head of the
Church; and the time of the Twelve,
and that of the Seventie;- (who labor
among thf, members holding the Priest-

hood of Seventy) might be given to

these hundreds of millions of people
who still dwell in the world without a
knowledge of the truth. I am con-
strained to believe that if the same
amount of inspired preaching of the

v/ord of the Lord that is done among
the Saints were done in the world,

thousands and tens of thousands of
honest souls who are now in the world
might be brought to the knowledge of

the true Gospel, and they might gather
with the Saints and enjoy the blessings

of the house of the Lord, and there

labor for their own salvation and for

the redemption of their dead. We
ought to rely a little more than we
do upon the Lord and upon the intel-

ligence He has given us to develop the

light within us, to become better in-

formed, to be more faithful than we
are, notwithstanding good testimony of

our faithfulness may be borne now.
My brethren and sisters, there is no
reason in the world why the Saints

should not keep the commandments of

the Lord, there is no reason why they
need fail to do their duty towards the

Lord and towards their fellow men»
Surely, the Lord has held out the hand
of fellowship to us. Truly, He has not
withheld when we have asked Him.
He has fulfilled on our heads the prom-
ise that if we will ask of Him He will

give freely unto us, whether it be wis-
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dom, or the necessaries of life^ or in-

telligence, or knowledge, no matter

what it be, if it is for our good and
for the good of the children of men. He
has not withheld it from us. All

things, it would seem, that the Latter-

day Saints could possibly desire, the

Lord has given freely. We^ ought to

be His people. We ought to hang on
firmly and steadfastly to the truth.

Great will be the condemnation of the

Saints if they fail to remain faithful

after all that the Lord has done for

them. A season has just passed that

has been wonderfully prosperous and
bounteous to the Saints; prosperity

abounds on every hand temporally, and
the Spirit of the Lord is being poured
out in great abundance. Prophecy,

revelation and the gifts of the Holy
Ghost are also enjoyed by them. All

these things the Lord has done for us.

Ought we not then to bei true and faith-

ful in keeping His commandments? We
ought not to complain if our stake con-

ferences come and go and we do not

have in our midst one of thei brethren

known as the authorities of the Church.

Why, my brethren and sisters, all men
who hold the holy Priesthood are au-

thorities in the Church,and through the

Deacon the Lord may speak unto the

people, and give His word of praise or

reproof, or bestow upon them His
blessing. The Priest and the Teacher
likewise. The Bishop, the High Priest,

the Seventy, the President of a Stake

—

all of thesei servants of the Lord are

authorities of the Church, and when
you have them in your midst you may
hear the word of the Lord preached,

you may hear and see' and feel the in-

spiration of the Lord. Therefore you
should be content. You should not feel

to complain, even though one of the
Twelve,or the First Council of Seventy,

or even the First Presidency,

find it impossible' to be with you.

You should read the word of the Lord
from the books, and kneeling down
around the family altar, you should

commune with the Lord and ask Him
for wisdom, judVament and enlighten-

ment. You should depend more upon
Him and less than some of us do upon

those who constitute the authorities of

the church. Then turn your hearts, my
brethren and sisters, to the nations of

the earth, to the kindreds, and tongues,

and peoples, all of whom are the Lord's
children, who are scattered throughout
the length and breadth of the whole
world in untold numbers, many of

whom are only waiting for an oppor-
tunity to hear the word of the Good
Shepherd. Pray not only for j^our-

selves, but for them also. Pray that

the door of the Gospel may be opened
to them, that the servants of the Lord
may be sent unto them, and that those
who have this work upon their shoul-

ders of carrying the Gospel unto all na-
tions may be at liberty to go. Say
that they may go with your blessing,

and that you will endeavor to more
greatly appreciate the local authorities

of the church, some of whom sit round
your own tables and hearthstones, and
are your sons, husbands and fathers
who hold the holy priesthood.

I was going to read from the Scrip-

ture, but I have almost let it go by:

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like
unto treasure hid in a field; the whici>
when a man hath found, he hideth, and
for joy thereof goeth and selleth all
that he hath, and buyeth that field.

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like
unto a merchant man, seeking goodly
pearls:
Who, 'when he had found one pearl of

great price, went and sold all that he
had, and bought it. (Matthew IS: 44-46.)

Do we appreciate the kingdom of

God in this way? Do we A-alue it above
all else? Is it more dear to us than
the fruit of the field, than the treas-

ures of the mine, than the wealth that

can be gathered from all of the avoca-

tions and occupations of life? Do we
value thi % kingdom of God even as a
goodly pearl, which is beyond price? I

believe we do. All else is as nothing
when compared to it, and we would
gladly, if need be, sell all we had to

possess it and make it our cwn, or at

least to become a member in the king-

dom.

New, my brothers and sisters, cleave

unto the truth. Lay hold upon thi»
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"iron rod," and never, release that hold.

Go forward steadily with your eyes set

upon the tree of life until you are par-
takers of its fruit, which Is the word of

the Lord, and which above all else is

most joyous to the soul of the righteous
man. Be faithful all your days. Pre-
pare yourselves to help in the work of

the redemption of the human race; and
do not be content to say, "In my heart
is a knowledge of the truth, I know
the gospel is true, and I rejoice in it,"

and then stop. Do not stop there. Say
that and still more: "O Lord, make
me an instrument in Thy hands. Make
all Thy servants who have been called

of Thee wonderful and powerful in-

struments in Thy hands, that this same
gospel which lighteth my soul, and
which filleth me with gladness, may be

sent unto all the world, that my neigh-

bor, my brother, Thy children, may re-

joice in Thee, even with me, by being

brought into Thy kingdom." May the

(testimony of the truth ever be with

j'-ou, my brothers and sisters. May the

powers of evil never be permitted to

tempt you from your duty or from the

path of right. The Lord will be with

you, and build you up, and make you a

power in the world for good; and

through ^is, ves through us, even as

through Father Abraham, because of

our faithfulness in keeping the com-

mandments of the Lord, shall the whole

world be blest and be led to glorify

God. This is my prayer in the name of

Jesus. Amen.

PRESIDENT JOSEPH F. SMITH.

I will now present to the conference

the general authorities of the Church,

and also the authorities of the auxiliary

organizations, with such other officers

as may properly be brought before this

assembly, for your vote. It is expect-

ed that every Latter-day Saint in good

standing will exercise his or her pre-

rogative to vote for or against the

names that may be presented. Of

course, we do not expect any who are

not members of the Church in good

standing to take any part in this.

GENERAL AUTHORITIES.
Joseph F. Smith, as Prophet, Seer and

Revelator and President of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

John R. Winder, as first counselor in

the First Presidency.

Anthon H. Lund, as second counselor

in the First Presidency.

Francis M. Lyman as president of the

Twelve Apostles.

As members of the Quorum of Twelve
Apostles—Francis M. Lyman, John
Henry Smith, George Teasdale, Heber,

J. Grant, John W. Taylor, Marriner W.
Merrill, Matthias F. Cowley, Rudger
Clawson,Reed Smoot.Hyruni M. Smith,

George A. Smith and Charles W. Pen-
rose.

John Smith, as Presiding Patriarch of

the Church.
The counselors in the First Presidency

and the Twelve Apostles and the Pre-
siding Patriarch as Prophets, Seers
and Revelators.

First Seven Presidents of Seventies^
Seymour B. Young, Christian D. Fjeld-

sted, Brigham H. Roberts, George Rey-
nolds, Jonathan G. Kimball, Rulon S.

Wells and Joseph W. McMurrin.
William B. Preston as Presiding Bish-

op, with Robert T. Burton and Orrin P.

Miller, as his first and second coun-
selors.

Joseph F. Smith, as trustee-in-trust

for the body of religious worshipers
known as the Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints.

Anthon H. Lund, as Church historian,

and general Church recorder. Andrew
Jenson, Orson F. "Whitney, A. Milton
Musser and Brigham H. Roberts, as-

sistant historians.

As members of the general Church
board of education, Joseph F. Smith,

Willard Young, Anthon H. Lund, John
Nicholson, George H. Brimhall, Rudger
Clawson, Joseph M. Tanner, John R.

Winder and Charles W. Penrose.

Arthur Winter, secretary and treas-

urer to the general Church board of

education.

John Nicholson as clerk of the confer-

ence.

Evan Stephens as director of the Tab-

ernacle choir; J. J. McClellan, organist;

Tracy Y. Cannon, assistant organist.


