
SECOND DAV.
Saturday, October 7, 10 a. m.

Conference was called to order by
President Smith.

The choir and congregation sang the

hymn

:

Come, let us anew, our journey pursue,

Holl round with the year,

And never stand still till the Master

appear.

His adorable will let us gladly fulfil,

And our talents improve.

By the patience of hope and the labor

of love.

Prayer was offered by Elder Helaman
Pratt.

The choir and congregation sang the

hymn:
O! ye mountains high, where the clear

blue sky
Arches over the vales of the free.

Where the pure breezes blow, and th;^

clear streamlets How.

How I've longed to your bosom to flee.

ELDER GEO. ALBERT SMITH.

"Why the Saints are regarded as a ps-

culiar oeople.—The duty of forgiving one
another.—Performance of duty increases
faith.—We should not limit ourselves in

good works.—The joy of eternal associa-

tion with loved ones.

My brethren and sisters, I am grate-

ful to my Heavenly Father this morn,

ing for the privilege of meeting with

you in this house of worship. While I

occupy this position I desire an interest

in your faith and prayers, that I may
be inspired by the Holy Spirit to say

such things as He would have me say

unto you. I have rejoiced with you in

the remarks that have been made by

our brethren in this conference, and it

has been joy to me to see the multitude

of Latter-day Saints present upon this

occasion. The hymn that has just been

sung is an inspiration to us who live

in these mountain vales. I believe the
fervor with which it was sung is an^

evidence of the appreciation of the

Latter-day Saints for the blessings of
our Father upon them. We are called

a peculiar people because, perchance,

we thoroughly believe and obey the

Gospel of Jesus Christ. Our peculiarity

lies very largely in the fact that we
believe the Old and New Testaments
actually contain the word of the Lord,

as far as they have been translated cor-

rectly. We also firmly believe the Book
of Mormon, which the world knows
comparitively little of; and add to' that

unwa.vering belief in the Doctrine and
Covenants and Pearl of Great Price. We
regard the teachings contained therein

as revelations of our Father in heaven
to His children who dwell upon this

earth. It is not! alone because we have
faith in the books referred to that we
are considered a peculiar people, but al-

so because we confidently believe that

our Father in Heaven has spoken in

this day and age. In fact, we know
that thore is communication with the

heavens. Our brethren and sisters of

the world, generally, do not acknowl-

edge that. AVe believe that Jehovah has
the same feeling towards us, the same
influence over us, that He had for and
over His children who lived in this

world in times that are past. If our

peculiarity went to the extent that we
lived by every word that proceedeth

from the mouth of our Heavenly Fa-

ther, then we would indeed be a

blessed people. We do, to' a large de-

gree, live by the testimony that has

been given to us by our Redeemer, and
thus far we are a blessed people, the

acknowledged children of the Lord.

There is one thing I find that we have
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not yet learned completely, and it comes
to my mind this morning, that is, the
disposition to forg-ive one another our
trespasses. The Lord has given us greati

information, has revealed His mind
and will unto us, has taught us things

that the world know not of, and, in

accordance with the information we
have received, He holds us responsible

and expects us to live a higher life, a

more ideal life than those who do not
as fullj' comprehend the Gospel as we
do. The spirit of forgiveness is some-
thing that the Latter-day Saints might
with profit exhibit more fully among
themselves. Sometimes a brother in

authority has offended, in some way,
one of the members of the Church,

probably unknown to himself, and that

child of our Father's silenly continues

to fc"l hurt, instead of doing as the

Lord has commanded, going to the of-

fending man and stating to him, in

kindness, the feelings of his heart, and

giving that brother an opportvmity to

say to him, "I am sorry I have offended

you, and I desire that you shall for-

give me." The result is that, in some
instances, we find a resentful feeling

existing that has been instigated by
Satan. Now, we must get into a con-

dition where we can forgive our breth-

ren. In connection with this matter, I

will read a few verses from the eigh-

teenth chapter of St. Matthew, begin-

ning with the twenty-first verse. It

seems that the Apostles were with the

Master upon this occasion, and Peter

came to Him and said:

"Lord, how oft shall my brother sin

against me, and I forgive him? till

seven times?
Jesus saith unto him, I say not unto

thee, Until seven times but, Until sev-

enty times seven."

Then the Savior gave a parable, which

I will not take time to read, but it was

a parable of two men. One of the men

owed his lord a large amount of money,

and he come to him and told him he

could not pay what he owed, and asked

that he might be forgiven the debt. The

lord of that servant was m.oved with

compassion, and forgave the debt.

Straightway this man who had been

forgiven went out and found a fellow-

servant who owed hin; a small amount,
and he demanded his pay. The poor

man was unable to meet the obliga-

tion, and he in turn asked that he
might be forgiven the debt. But he

was not forgiven; on the contrary he
was taken and cast into prison by th^

one who had already been forgiven by
his lord. When the other fellow-ser-

vants saw what had been done they

went to the lord of this man and told

him, and he Avas wroth and delivered

the one whom he had forgiven unto
torment, until he should pay all

that was due. His soul was not bia:

enough to appreciate the mercy shown
him, and because of that lack of chari-

tv he lost all. At times we find little

difficulties arising among us, and we
forget the patience our Father in

Heaven exercises towards us, and we
magnify in our hearts some trivial

thing that our brother or sister may
have done or said concerning us. We
do not always livei that law which the

Lord desires us to observe in regard to

these matters. We forget the com-
mandment He gave to the Apostles in

the words of the prayer, wherein they
were told to pray that they might be
forgiven their debts even as they for-

give their debtors. I feel that we have-

to learn a great deal in this regard. We
have not complied as completely as we
should with the requirements of our
Heavenly Father. In the Book of
Doctrine and Covenants we find a ref-

erence made to this matter of for-

giveness, wherein the Lord gives a
commandment: it is contained in the
sixty-fourth section, and refers to us
in this day. It reads as follows:

"Nevertheless he has sinned, but veri-
ly I say unto you, I, the Lord, forgive
sins unto those who confess their sins
before me and ask forgiveness, who
have not sinned unto death.
"My disciples, in days of old, sought

occasion against one another, and for-
gave not one another in their hearts,
and for this evil they were afflicted,and
sorely chastened:
"Wherefore I say unto you, that ye

ought to forgive one another, for he
that forgiveth not his brother his tres-
passes, standeth condemned before the
Lordj for there remaineth in him the
greater sin."
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(The verse last read is the one 1

would emphasize.)

"I, the Lord, will forgive whom I

will forgive, but of you it is required
to forgive all men;
"And ye ought to say in your hearts,

let God judge between me^ and thee,

and reward thee according to thy
deeds."

If our lives were such that, when w;
differ with our neighbor, if, instead of

setting ourselves up as judges one

against another, we could honestly and
conscientiously appeal to our Father

in Heaven and say, "Lord, judge be-

tween me and my brother; thou know-
cst my heart; Thou knowest I have

no feeling of anger against him; help

us to see alike, and give us wisdom
that we may deal righteously with

each other," how few differences there

would be, and what joy and blessings

would come to us! But, little difficulties

arise from time to time which disturb

the equilibrium of our daily lives, and

we continue to be unhappy because we
cherish an improper influence, and have
not charity.

We find another reference to this

matter, that has a bearing also upon

another condition, in that sometimes

we feel uneasy and worried when we
fail to do what our Father desires of

us. A man who is living in accord-

ance with the Gospel of Jesus Christ is

never in doubt about its success; but

the man who neglects his duty, who
fails to keep his covenants, loses the

Spirit of the Lord, and he then begins

to wonder what will become of Zion.

Whenever you, my fellow laborers, feel

there is something wrong with the

Church, go in.to your secret places and
kneel down before the Lord, examine
your heart, and you will find every time

that there is something in your own life

that occasions doubt; the tempter is

working on your mind, causing you to

feel that perhar>s Zion will not be vic-

torious. Whenever you are doing your
full duty, you will know, as you know
that you live, that it is our Father's

work, and that He will brins it off

triumphant. We find in the ninety-

eighth section of the Doctrine and Cov-
enants the following reference:

"And again I say unto you, if ye
observe to do whatsoever I command
you, I, the Lord, will turn away all
wrath and indignation from you, and
the gates of hell shall not prevail
against you."

This is the word of our Father in

Heaven to us.

And again with reference to patience
under persecution:

'Now I speak unto you concerning
your families; if men will smite you, or
your families, once, and ye bear it pa-
tiently and revile not against them,
neither seek revenge, ye shall be re-
warded:
"But if ye bear it not patiently. It

shall be accounted unto you as being
meted out a just measure unto you."

This also is the word of the Master
unto us. If we live according to this

law, we will grow in grace and strength

day by day, and in favor with our
Heavenly Father. Faith will increase

in the hearts of our children. They
will love us for the uprightness and
integrity of our lives, and they will re-

joice that they have been born of such
parents. I say to you that this com-
mandment is not given in an idle way;
for the Lord has declared that He does

not give any law indifferently, but
every law is given that it may be kept
and lived up to by us. We will be m
this world only a short time. The
youngest and strongest of us are sim- •

ply preparing for the other life, and bci-

fore we get into the glory of our Fa-
ther and enjoy the blesings that we
hope to receive through faithfulness, we
will have to live the laws of oatience,

and exercise forgiveness toward those

who trespass against us, and remove
from our hearts all feelings of hatred
toward them.

"And again, if your enemy shall smite
you the second time, and you revile not
against your enemy, and bear it pa-
tiently, your reward shall be an hun-
dred fold.

"And again, if he shall smite j'ou the
third time, and ye bear it patiently,
your reward shall be doubled unto you
four fold;
"And these three testimonies shall

stand against your enemy if he repent
not, and shall not be blotted out."

There is a disposition on the part of
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some returned Elders, and other men
who hold the Priesthood, and women,
who hold positions in the Church, to
neglect Sacrament meetings and other
important duties, and to confine their
labors to some soecial calling. They
may be office.rs and teachers in the Sun-
day school, and when they perform
their Sabbath school labor, consider
that sufllcient; or, they may be Mutual
Improvement workers, and if they dis-

charge their obligations in that regard
they consid&r their whole duty done,
Butj this is an erroneous idea. "We
are required to live by every word that
proceedeth from the mouth of our Fa-
ther in Heaven. We are expected to so

conduct ourselves day by day that, if

we see distress or want, or need of ad-

vice and counsel on any occasion, we
should forthwith act as servants ojt

the Lord in very deed. We find in the

fifty-eighth section of the Doctrine and
Covenants a reference to this matter:

I desire to read it to you, because it

is the word of the Lord with reference

to our opportunities:

"For behold/ it is not meet that i

should command in all things, for he
that is compelled in all things, the
same is a slothful and not a wise ser-

vant; wherefore he receiveth no re-

ward.
"Verily I say, men should be anxi-

ously engaged in a good cause, and do
many things of their own free will, and
bring to pass much righteousness;
"For the power is in them, wherein

they are agents unto themselves. And
Inasmuch as men do good they shall in

nowise lose their reward.
"But he that dopth not anything un-

til he is commanded, and receiveth a
commandment with doubtful heart, and
keepeth it with slothfulness, the same
is damned.

. ,

"Who am I that made man, saith the

Lord, that will hold him guiltless that

obeys not my commandments?"

I feel that we are representatives of

a great people. We have met together

from all the stakes and branches of the

Church. We have come to be fed by

the Spirit of our Master. When we go

back to our homes, if there are those

among us who are indifferent and

careless, it is our duty to call their

attention to the Scriptures and to

bring them face to face with the com-

mandments of our heavenly Father.
There are many young men who are
indifferent and careless, but who pos-

sess some ability, and as the Lord has
said in this revelation, they should not
wait to be commanded, but volunteer
to go forth and, in the authority of the
Holy Priesthood, labor for the salva-

tion of the souls of the children of

men.
Grateful should we be, that in the

fastnesses of these grand mountains,
our feet have been planted; and that

the Messiah has imparted to us a
knowledge that the Gospel is true.

Grateful should we be for a knowledge
of the eternity of the marriage cov-

enant. If in this life only had we hope,

we would indeed be of all men most
niiserable. The assurfance that our
relationship here as parents and chil-

dren, as husbands and wives will con-
tinue in heaven, and that this is but
the beginning of a great and glorious

kingdom that our Father has destined

we shall inherit on the other side, fills

us with hope and joy. One of the
greatest evidences to me of the divin-

ity of this work is that it teaches there

is eternal life on the other side, and
that there will be a reunion there of

the loved ones who have known each
other here. Consequently, as parents,

we may well be patient and loving to-

ward our children, for they will etern-

ally abide with us on the other side,

if we and they are faithful. The few
years that we live here may be re-

garded as a time in which we become
acquainted, but, when we mingle in

the other life, we will know each
other better than we have here. Grate-

ful am I that this testimony has been

given me, and for the knowledge that

the Savior was indeed the Redeemer
of the world. Thankful am I for the

testimony that Joseph Smith was in-

deed a Prophet of the Lord, and that

every one of those who have succeeded

him. in the exalted calling of presi-

dent of this Church, have been inspired

by the same spirit that characterized

Joseph Smith's life. I am glad to add
my testimony to the integrity of

Joseph F. Smith. No matter what the
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v.oiid may think of him, no matter

what unkind things they have said of

him, I testify to you that he is, indeed,

a servant of the Lord, that he stands at

the head of this work, by Divine ap-

pointment, and that there is no power,

•either in earth or in hell, that can de-

stroy the influence our Father has

g-iven to him. He is surrounded by

men who are faithful and true, men
who love the Saints better than their

very lives, men who devote the ener-

gies and powers that God has given

unto them to your blessing. They
leave their homes and the comforis

thereof, and labor constantly, not that

they maj' be glorified, but that you

and your families and all mankind may
be saved and exalted. Honor and love

these mon, sustain them with your

faith and prayers, and as you uphold

them in the positions to which they

have been called, so will our Father

in Heaven sustain and bless and mag-
nify you in the eyes of your families

and those with whom you associate.

May the peace of heaven be with us.

May the ensuing meetings be a joy and

blessing to every one of us, as were

those of yesterday. May we have the

Spirit of the Master dwelling within

us, that we may forgive all men as He'

Tias commanded, forgive, not only with

our lips, but in the very depths of our

hearts, every trespass that may have

been commiiited against us. If we do

this through life, the blessings of the

Lord will abide in our hearts and our

homes, which may God grant, in the

name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER FRANK Y. TAYLOR.
(President of Granite Stake.)

I desire, my brothers and sisters, to

enjoy the same good spirit that has ac-

tuated the remarks of the brethren who
have preceded me. I feel grateful unto

my Heavenly Father that I can bear

my testimony to the work of the Lord,

and that we have servants and proph-
-ets of the Lord ministering to us. I

have been much impressed with the

remarks of Elder George A. Smith this

morning on the spirit of forgiveness. I

feel how necessary it is that we as Lat-

ter-day Saints should have this in our
souls, not only towards those who a"re

of our own faith, but the Savior re-

quires that we have it towards all men.
In connection with this,I bear testimiony

'that I have been acquainted with the

authorities of this Church from Pres-
ident Young until this day, and that I

have witnessed this spirit of forgiveness
in the hearts of all those prophets and
leaders of the Church. They have felt

to forgive their fellowmen. I was not,

of course, acquainted with the Prophet
Joseph Smith; but my father was inti-

mate with him, and hundreds of times
I have listened to him discourse on the
merits and graces that characterized
the Prophet, and I learned to love him
more dearly because of the kindness of
his heart and because he loved all per-
sons, little children and all. I remem-
ber, a year or two ago, a man bearing
his testimony to the kindness of the
Prophet Joseph toward little ones, and
it struck me as being very similar to

the character of our Savior. He refer-

red to an incident when he was a little

bare-footed boy. He was traveling in

to Far West, and it was inclement
weather. He and several other small
boys were paddling through the cold

water and their feet were chilled. A
man came along on horseback and he
picked them up, one by one, took a
large silk handkerchief out of his pock-
et and tried to warm their benumbed
feet. It is only a little incident, but it

shows the kindness of the Prophet's
heart toward little ones. I remember
my father speaking of the mobbings,
trials and privations he endured and
I being but a little boy, unable to dis-

criminate always between right and
wrong, and not having that feeling of

forgiveness which the Gospel of Christ

brings to the soul, my face used to

blush up and I would become indig-

nant, and felt in my heart that when
I became a man I would resent the
wrongs that had been perpetrated up-
on our fathers in establishing this

work. My father used to smile at

me, and pat me on the back and
say, "My boy, that is not the kind of

spirit that the Gospel leaves in the


