
THIRD DAY.
Sunday. Oct. 8, 10 a. m.
The choir saagr the hymn beg-inning:

Ccme, dearest Lord, descend and dwell.
By faith and love^ in every breast;

Then shall we know, and taste and feel,
The joys that cannot be expressed.

Prayer was offe\:ed by Bishop Orrin
P. Miller.

The choir sang the anthem, "Rouse
oh ye mortals, the dawn is near."

ELDER RCLOX S. WELLS.

My brethren and sisters, I rise before
you this morning- in response to a call

from President Smith, and I can as-
sure you that it is with a feeling of
great timidity, and unless our Father
shall come to my support 1 feel wholly
unequal to the task that has been as-
signed to me. I feel now, as I have al-

ways felt, deep interest in the great
work of our Father In heaven, which
He has instituted for the salvation of

His children here upon the earth, and a
testimony of its divine truth burns in

my heart at this very moment. To me
the meetings of this conference have
been in very deed spiritual feasts. The
Spirit of the Lord has been poured out
abundantly upon Hi)5 servants who
have ftddressed the congregations, and I

feel that the people themselves enter-

tain the same view that I have ex-

pressed. Indeed the gathering of the

people this morning is a sutficient guar-
antee of this truth, and I rejoice that

even this great Tabernacle is not suffi-

cient to hold the Latter-day Saints who
have come up hither to hear the word of

the Lord, insomuch that it has become
;r^oess:i(ry> notwithr>tanding :the fact

that the elements have been somewhat
threatening, to hold an overflow meet-
ing in order to accommodate the people

who have come in such great numbers

to hear His holy word. It speaks well
for the faith and for the interest that
the Latter-day Saints have in the work
of the Lord.

It has been said, during this confer-
ence, that the Latter-day Saints are a
peculiar people, and sometimes I have
'vvondered in what did this peculiarity
consist. Wherever we go we find that
we are somewhat different from the
rest of mankind, so much so that we
are pointed out and observed. In fact,

we might say we are the observed of
all observers when we go out into the
world. Many times people have accost-
ed me and spoken in reference to our
missionaries. When I was in the mis-
sionary field they have said to me,
"Your men are different from ours; they-

seem to be a different class of people."

Why is it? Is it not the effect that
the Gospel of Jesus Christ is produc-
ing among the Latter-day Saints? In
our own community we do not realize

the great change that has taken place

in us since we have become identified

with this peculiar religion. If we are
living in harmony with the teachings of

the Gospel it will have the effect to

make those pectiliarities still more pro-

nounced. There is an influence that

goes with the Gospel of Jesus Christ

that is felt among the people of the

world with whom we associate. I do
not wish to convey the idea that we
have so far advanced and become so

perfect that we claim to be holier than
the rest of mankind, but I do wish to

convey the idea that there has been an
effect wrought upon this community as

a direct result of our religion. It has
opened the eyes of our understanding.

It has caused us to look at life from
an entirely diff-erent aspect. We have
been enlightened by the power of the
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Holy Ghost that was conferred upon
us when we entered into covenant with
the Lord. The peculiarity that is mors
prominent with us than all others is the

spirit of love. The spirit of the Gospel

is the spirit of love, and there have
been exhibitions of that love in the

whole career of the Latter-day Saints.

In pursuance of this quality which so

distinguishes us from other peoples in

the world, our young men leave their

fathers and their mothers, their wives

and children, and g'o out into the world
without remuneration to proclaim the

glad message of great joy. Oh! what a
wonderful manifestation of love to-

wards their fellow men. Where in all

the world can such a thing be found,

other than among the Latter-day
Saints? There may be isolated instances

of great devotion on the part of men
who are sincere and honest in their mo-
tives, but where upon the face of the

whole earth will you find a whole com-
munity who are willing to make this

sacrifice because of the love which they

hold toward their fellcwmen? Th^;

spirit of this work, the spirit that im-
pels these young men to go out into

the world, distinguishes them wher-
ever they go and manifests itself in the

spirit of love. You do not hear of the

missionaries of the Chui'ch of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints being full

of hatred and venom and seeking whom
they can destroy; you do not find them
laying traps, or disseminating false-

hood, or doing that which will bring

their opponents into discomfort. No;
you will find them labocing for the sal-

vation of the souls of the children of

mien. You will find them going from
door to door, holding forth upon the

corners of the streets, and en-

countering all kinds of opposition.

Y'ou will find them proclaiming the

fact that God has spoken from heaven
and restored to earth His everlasting

Gospel. You will find them traveling

without purse and without scrip,

oftimes going hungry and submitting
to great indignities and privations.

These are not acts of men filled with
the spirit of hate, but they are im-
pelled by the spirit of love, a spirit to

benefit and bless their fellowmen.

There is a spirit of peace that acom-
panies fhem in their ministrations;

there is an influence, which they carry

with them that they themselves seem
to be unconscious of. They do not
realize the great force and influence

that is with them when they go out

into the world. The influence that im-
pels the Latter-day Saints, as I said

before, is the spirit of the Gospel,

which is the spii'it of love. God is love,

and if we possess His Holy Spirit it

will manifest itself in acts of love. 1

do not know how I can more specifical-

ly illustrate the feeling that is pos-
sesed in such measure by the Latter-

day Saints. Nevertheless. I will say
this, that the man who is in posses-
sion of the Spirit of the Lord carries

with him an influence that is a strange
thing in the world, and it will cause
those who come in contact with him
to recognize the fact that he is differ-

ent from the majority of mankind.
In the 121st section of the book of

Doctrine and Covenants you will

find these words:

45. Let thy bowels aiso be full of
charity towards all men. and to the
household of faith, and let virtue gar-
nish thy thoughts unceasingly, then
shall thy confidence wax strong in the
presence of God, and the doctrine of
the Priesthood shall distill upon thy
soul as the dews from Heaven.

46. The Holy Ghost shall be thy
constant companion, and thy sceptre
an unchanging sceptre of righteous-
ness and truth, and thy dominion shall
be an everlasting dominion, and with-
out compulsory means it shall flow unto
thee for ever and ever.

In these words you find a corrobor-
ation of that which I have said. If the
Latter-day Saints will allow their
hearts to go out in sympathy and love
for their fellowmen. and especially for
the household of faith, their faith will
grow stronger day by day, they will

increase in the knowledge of God, and
their confidence shall wax strong Id

His presence, and this doctrine of the
Priesthood shall distill upon their souls
as the dews from Heaven. Their whole
being will be lit up by the power of the
Spirit of God, and this power will make
itself felt among the people of the
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world. This is the great advantage
we have received in yielding obedience
to the Gospel. It is in this regard
that we are different from the rest of
mankind. That is not saying there are
not millions of good people upon the
face of the earth who desire to do the
will of the Lord. But I would say to

such that if they will also accept the
truth as it has been revealed from
Heaven, the same power, the same gifts

and the same influence, will distin-

guish them from the rest of mankind.
It is the marvelous power of the Holy
Spirit; the doctrine of the Priesthood
distilling upon the souls of those who
allow their hearts to go out in sym-
pathy and love toward their fellowmen,

and who manifest that love in going
out into the world to pi'oclaim the

truth as it has been r'^vealed from
Heaven. It is the same love that im~

bued the Savior of the world when He
gave His life for the salvation of men.
Greater love than this hath no man,
that he will lay down his life for his

friends. It is that love that impelled

the Prophet Joseph Smith to lay down
his life and to go as a lamb to the

slaughter. It is that love that impels

the servants of the Lord in this day to

take their lives in their hands and go

into the world, which is so full of

hatred and prejudice against the work
of the Lord. Those whom we find in

the world rising up against tii-^ Latter-

dav Saints, what justification can they

find in that? What spirit is it that im-

bues the men and women %v'ho dissem-

inate falsehood and misstatements,

which have the result of arousmg preju-

dice and hatred toward the Latter-day

Saints? What spirit is it that impels

inen and women to raise thea- voices

against men whom they kiiow to ba

honorable and men of virtu-i and in-

tegrity, for the purpose of bJackenJna:

their characters, and making them ap-

pear in the eyes of the world men of

the vilest character?

Contrast this spirit with th-^ sp'rit

that animates our missianarles. It

seems to be the heritage of the Saii^ta

to be hated of the world, and to have
all manner of evil spoken against them
falsely. It was so in the case of the
Savior Himself. It was so with other
Prophets and holy men who have
spoken under the inspiration of the
Spirit of God. It is that which has
helped to distinguish them in the dif-

ferent periods of the world's history.

They have always stood out prominent
among the inhabitants of the earth,

and their names have been had for

good and for evil in all the world. The
name of the Savior Himself was iiad

for good and evil. The prophets of God
have been despised and hated and
.stoned to death. They have been spok-
en of both good and evil. The Latter-

day Saints in this day and age of the

world, are no exception. They are
spoken evil of by those who possess an
evil spirit, and they are spoken well of

by those who are honest in heart.

Having said this much regarding the

peculiarities of our people, let us, my
brethren and sisters, continue to be a
peculiar people. Let our influence be
felt wherever we go. Let it be said of

us that we are indeed a peculiar people,

in this, that the love of God abounds
in our hearts, and that we seek to build

one another up, not to tear down.
When we come in contact with the

world let them feel that we have no
spirit of hatred toward them, no spirit

to tear them down, but that m the

depths of our Tiearts -vve desi^-e to save

their souls and to do them good. I

know that this Gospel is the Gospel of

Jesus Christ, the power of God unto
salvation; that through the instrumen-

tality of the Prophet Joseph Smith it

has been restored to earth, never again

to be taken away and never again to

be thrown down; that those whom God
ha? chosen to stand at the head of His
people today are inspired of Him and
possess the spirit of their calling. God
help all to attain this testimony fur

themselves, and inay we uphold and
sustain His servants with all our

hearts, is my prayer through Jesus

Christ, Amen.


