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been baptized. In all the countries of

Europe there are Latter-day Saints,

excepting Spain and Portugal, though
there are not many in Southern Eu-
rope. I hope that the time may. soon

come when the Gospel door- shall be

opened in these nations, and that the

light may shine upon those who still

sit in darkness. Our missions in the

United States are prospering. The
Southern States mission is reaching
out even to the islands in the ocean,

and I hope they will succeed in plant-

ing the Gospel there. From everywhere
we receive good reports concerning the
Saints, and the mi&^ionaries feel en-
couraged, though baptisms are not as
numerous as they would like. Never-
theless, when the time comes and the
Lord shall work UDon the hearts of the
people, we may see manv Pentecosts
in different lands. In regard to the
printed word, I may say that the Book
of Mormon is being printed in the
Turkish language; and Brother Aima
0. Taylor, in Japan, is nearing the
completion of the translation of the
Book of Mormon in that difficult lan-
guage. We are trying to do what Ave

can to bear the reslponsibllity that
rests upon us, namely that the Gos-
pel be preached unto all nations. God
bless you all. Amen.

The choir and congregation united
in singing the hymn.

Redeemer of Israel, our only delight,
On whom for a blessing we call;

Our shadow by day, and our pillar by
night,

Our King, our Deliv'rer, our all!

Benediction was pronounced by
Elder David H. Cannon, and confer-
ence was adjourned till 2 p. m.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Conference convened at 2 p. m.

The choir and congregation sang
the hymn beginning,

Now let us rejoice in the day of salva-
tion.

No longer as strangers on earth need
we roam;

Good tidings are sounding to us and
each nation.

And shortly the hour of redemption,
will come.

Prayer was offered by Elder Wil-
liam McLachlan.

The choir and congregation sang.

Praise to the man who communed with
Jehovah!

Jesus anointed that Prophet and
, Seer;

Blessed to open the last dispensation,.
Kings shall extol him and nations,

revere.

ELDER SEYIVIOUR B. YOUNG.
My beloved brethren and sisters, I

can hardly express to you the gratitude
I feel for the privilege of attending thij?-

great conference, looking over this

large congregation of Latter-day
Saints, and witnessing the feeling of
unity of purpose that has brought you.
together. The Latter-day Saints are
Increasing. The work of the Lord Is-

spreading abroad, and we are witnesses
that there is remarkable evidence of
this fact today. I rejoice when I hear
such a report as we listened to this

morning from the President of the-
Church, concerning the union of the-

Saints and their endeavors to do the
will of the Father and keep His com-
mandments.
Seventy-six years ago today the-

Church was organized, and beside the
six persons who were the charter mem-
bers of the organization, there were-
very few who belonged to the Church
at that time, hence we conclude that,

the work has greatly increased, andi
the truth continues to spread abroad
over many lands and among many peo-
ple. The Lord is fulfilling His pre-
diction to the Prophet Joseph, that He-
would bring to pass "a marvelous work
and a wonder." I have a perfect knowl-
edge of the fact that the Church has
disseminated among the children of
men principles of truth, righteousness-

and love, and not principles of hate. It

Is love of the Gospel that has prompt--
ed so many people to receive the mes-
sage which was brought unto them. by
the followers of the Prophet, who was-
the means, under our Savior, of Intro--
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ducing this great work in the earth.

Soon after the return of Zion's Camp
in the fall of 1834 (in the spring of 1835),

the first Twelve Apostles in this dis-

pensation were chosen and ordained.

Two full quorums of Seventy were also

oi-gaiiized, and from those two quor-

ums the number has increased until

now we have in the Church upwards of

9,000 Seventies, and 148 quorums or-

ganized, with still others in prospect.

"We have very great occasion to rejoice..

my brethren and sisters, because of

the prosperity of the Saints in every

part of the land, and the prosperity of

our missions in the different nations of

the earth. We have at this time nearly

2,000 Elders in the field proclaiming the

Gospel, devoting their best energies to

spreading the truth, offering their time

and means, and the best talents they

possess, even risking their lives if nec-

essary to fulfill the missions assigned

them.
After the martyrdom of the Proph^;t

Joseph Smith, the presidency of the

Church devolved upon the quorum of

the Apostles, and President Brigham
Young stood at their head as captain

and file leader, to carry out the plans

that had been designated by the Proph-

et Joseph. There were many hundreds,

perhaps thousands, present at the meet-

ing held in the grove near the Temple
a t Nauvoo, in August, 1844, when Pres-

ident Young was recognized by mirac-

ulous manifestation as the leader of the

Church, and they have testified it was
evident that the mantle of Joseph the

Prophet fell upon him. I was looking

over the record a few days ago, and

tried to ascertain how many of that

number are still living who can bear

witness to that remarkable event. I

had a letter recently from Brothers

Horace and John R. Murdoch of Bea-

ver, who testify that they were eye-

witnesses to the wonderful transforma-

tion and power manifested through

President Brigham Young on that oc-

casion. Of the many hundreds who wit-

nessed that event you can almost count

upon your 10 fingers the number that

are still living.

When we came to this Rocky Moun-
tain region it was practically an un-

known land. It was designated on the

maps of our country as the Great

American Desert, and this valley was
almost the central portion of it; a

country nvhere no white man lived, and

which even Indians shunned. But the

Lord's blessing rested upon this land

and upon the people. Brigharn Young^

at a very early date in the settlement

of the country, began to devise means

to improve the conditions of the people

in every way possible, to increase their

chances of living and prospering in

this desert region. The Lord abund-

antly blessed the labors of the people,

and from that little hand-full in the

desert, communities have grown and

spread throughout all this region of the

Rocky Mountains. This fulfills a pre-

diction of the Prophet Joseph Smith,

made in 1842, when he prophesied that

the Saints would continue to be driven

and persecuted, and that they would fi-

nally leave their homes and journey to

the west; many would lay down their

lives by the wayside, and some would

lose faith, but many of the Saints

would arrive in the Rocky Mountains

and there become a great and mighty

people. We are witnesses today of ''he

literal fulfillment of this prophecy.

In the beginning of our history here.

President Brigham Young established

manufactories of clothing, of leather,

of boots and shoes and other articles.

Home industry was a frequent theme

of his counsel and admonition to the

Saints in the hope that they might

adopt it, and thereby become an inde-

pendent people. A woolen factory

was established in Boxelder county, one

in Weber county, two in Salt Lake

county, one in Washington county, near

St. George, and finally a larger one in

Provo. All of these institutions were,

within my memory, prosperous and ad-

vancing in usefulness, and making

wealth by reason of the patronage

given to them by the Latter-day Saints.

But by degrees we have displayed less

loyalty to these institutions, and the

industries have decreased, until the

last of these beneficial institutions has

become a thing of the past. I refer

to the closing down of the factory at

Provo, through lack of patronage. I
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speak of this, my brethren and sisters,

in order to refer your minds to past

history, and to call your attention to

the fact that had these instituions bean
supported in the spirit in which they
were established under the direction of

President Toung, they would have been
sources of wealth and of help to us
today and great benefit to all the peo-

ple in this region. Z. C. M. I. also is an"

institution that was established under
President Young's counsel and manage-
ment, and it has gone forward to a
wonderful degree of prosperity, be-
cause it has had the loyal support of

the people, and I trust it will continue
to have it. ^
We are certainly blessed of the Lord

today; we have been blessed every day
and every hour since we obeyed the
Gospel, and entered into covenant with
Him, provided we have kept that cove-
nant. When I look over the statistical

reports of our missionaries laboring in

every land of the globe where they have
been sent I rejoice exceedingly. The
missions already established are grow-
ing in importance, the Seventies and
the Elders are going out and unstint-

edly giving the best powers of their
manhood to develop this cause, to pro-v

claim the truth, and to scatter the seedti

of the Gospel for the redemption of the
human family far and wide in the na-
tions of the earth.

I testify to you today that Jesus is

the Christ, and that Joseph Smith was
His Prophet, and will ever be the Pres-
ident and leader of this dispensation.
1 testify that our President today, and
those who are associated with him are
the men our Father has chosen to lead
us and to guide the destinies of Israel
at the present time, to push forward
the work with strong hands and mighty
power. That the blessing of the Lord
and the Spirit of His presence may rest
upon this conference throughout, Is my
prayer in the name of Jesus. Amen.

ELDER BRIGHAM H. ROBERTS.

Among the things important for the
Saints of God to understand, among
the things important for the world
to understand respecting the Lat-

ter-day Saints, is the relation-

ship that we sustain to the religious

world; and I do not know that there
is anything to which I could devote the
few minutes at my disposal to better

advantage than pointing out that rela-

tionship, if I can obtain, through your
faith and mine, the liberty that comes
from the possession of the Spirit of the
Lord.

The first revelation that the Lord
gave to the Prophet Joseph Smith had
a bearing upon this subject. You re-

member that the Prophet went to zhe
Lord to ascertain which of all the sects
of religion was His church, desiring, of

course, to unite himself with that
church which the Lord would designate
as His. In reply to that question the
Lord, in substance, said that they were
all wrong; that He did not acknowledge
them as His church; and told the
Prophet he must join none of them,
but promised that in due time He would
use the Prophet as His instrument in

the establishment of His Church in

the earth. Because of this great reve-
lation, by which the errors of ages were
swept aside and the ground cleared
for the re-establishment of the
Church of Christ among men, it has
placed us in a way in an attitude of
antagonism to the religious world. We-
have been resisted to some extent be-
cause of this attitude of antagonism;
and it is quite possible that we our-
selve.i have not understood the true re-
lationship in which we stand to the re-

ligious world, by more or less of mis-
apprehension respecting this great rev-
elation. I rejoice in the plainness and
emphasis of this revelation, because-
from it I am made to realize that there

is a very important reason for the ex-

istence of the work with which we are

identified. . I am glad to know that

"Mormonism" did not come into ex-

istence because its founders chanced to

disagree with prevailing notions .^bout

the form or object of baptism; that it

did not come into existence through
a disagreement as to the character of
the government of the Church. From
the revelation referred to I learn that

"Mormonism" came into existence be-

cause there was an absolute necessitv


