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should desire to receive and attain to;

and when men go outside of the Church
of Jesus Christ for anything that they
believe will benefit them, it shows that
they have a narrow, a limited and a
contracted idea of the Gospel, and do
not rightly understand its principles

nor its efficacy for salvation day by
day and forever. We were told many,
many years ago by President Young,
that outside of the Gospel there were
but three things—death, hell and the
grave. None of us want either of
those things. "We desire to live, and to
live forever, with the gift of eternal
lives granted unto us. Our desires
are to so live in this probation, that
when that which is perfect is come we
shall inherit it, and we shall eventually
become, through the atonement of our
Lord Jesus Christ, like unto Him. As
Christ said, "Be ye perfect, even as I
and my Father in heaven are perfect."
My brethren and sisters, I do not

think that my voice is adapted to this
Tabernacle; possibly many of you can-
not hear me; so I will not occupy your
time any longer, but pray God to bless
you, and to bless all that is done and
said at this conference; and may much
good and unity in the midst of the
Saints result from our coming together
at this time. I ask it through Jesus
our Redeemer. Amen.

ELDER JOSEPH W. 3fcMURRIN.

I trust, my brethren and ' sisters, that
during the few moments I stand before
you I may be blessed with the Spirit of
the Lord, and speak such words to this
congregation as the Lord would have
me speak. I have rejoiced very greatly
in the instructions imparted • by the
brethren during this conference, and
I feel in my soul that those who have
stood before us nnd borne testimony
to the truth of the great work in which
we are engaged, have been directed
in their words by the Spirit of the Lord.
A^s a people, we are very strong be-
lievers in the inspiration of the Holy
Spirit, and that man is not able of
himself, by the wisdom which he pos-
sesses naturally, to instruct 'he people
concerning the purposes of the Lord.

That instruction can only be given to
the convincing of the people, and to
the building up of the faith and knowl-
edge of the Saints, by the power of the
Holy Ghost. In listening to the re-
marks that have been made by Elder
•George Reynolds, in relation to the mis-
sionaries.some thoughts passed through
my mind concerning them. It falls
to -my lot in connection with my breth-
ren to meet companies of missionaries
very frequently in the annex of the
Salt Lake Temple, where they are
usually set apart for their missionary
labors, and I have observed, as others
of the brethren have, that nearly all
the Elders that go into the world to
preach the Gospel are young men, and
very largely men without missionary
experience—young men who are going
out from their homes for the first time
to exercise the authority of the Holy
Priesthood in calling men to repent-
ance. I have often felt that it would
be a very great advantage to mission-
ary work throughout the world if the
brethren who are called upon from
time to time to suggest missionaries
could mix up with these young men,
who labor so zealously and faithfully in
the preaching of the Gospel, a few men
who have already had missionary ex-
perience.

Since the commencement of this
work there have been thousands of
men who have operated in the nations
of the earth in the labors of the min-
istry, and today, in the communities
of the Later-day Saints, there are a
large number of men who in years gone
by have labored successfully and
through experience have become com-
petent in missionary work. I fear that
when the brethren look for mission-
aries, they feel that men who have al-
ready been abroad should not be again
appointed to these labors, if there are
other men who have not had this oppor-
tunity. But I believe it would be a
very great advantage to the young
men, and a help to the mission presi-
dents, and a benefit to the people of
the world, if the young men could be
blessed with the companionship and.
assistance of some of the brethren who
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have formerly had missionary experi-

ence. Therefore, I suggest to the

Stake Presidents and Bishops that it

would be a proper thing to seek for

some experienced missionaries, that

those who are without experience may
have the advantage of their compan-
ionship, that they may receive the en-

couragement and strength which would
naturally come from the help of those

who are well established in the faith

of the Everlasting Gospel. During the

past twenty-five years a great change
has taken place with our missionaries

so far as the age of the men who are

sent to preach the Gospel is concerned.

I remember that during my first mission

nearly all of my companions were men
of experience, and I suppose that was
the condition of all the missions. It

was the condition, as far as I was ac-

quainted, with all the conferences

throughout Great Britain. Here and
there a few young men were operating

as missionaries, but the great bulk of

the Elders were men who had had ex-

perience, who had been well trained in

the principles of the Gospel, and who
were established firmly in the faith.

I look back today and thank the Lord
that it fell to my lot to have compan-
ionship of that character, to be associ-

ated with men who related to

me circumstances in connection

with their experience in the work
of the Lord that tended to

strengthen my faith, and to give

me courage, and hope. There is abun-
dant room today for this class of mis-

sionaries. At the present time they are
nearly all boys in years; there is only

now and then a man who has had the

experience to which I have referred.

Notwithstanding this, however, these

young men possess the authority of the

Holy Priesthood; they have gone out
by the appointment of our Father in

heaven, through the inspiration of the

Koly Spirit, and it is a wonderful work
that has been accomplished. It will be

wonderful in the future; for, as In the

past, God will take the weak things of

the world to confound the things that

are great and mighty. I am, however.

firmly convinced that if an experienced'

and accomplished missionary, could go>

out with every half dozen young men.

great good would flow from such a com-

bination, both to the youthful mission-

aries and to the work of the Lord
abroad.
One of the brethren yesterday

in his remarks intimated that he wa»
glad that "Mormonism" had not been

established as a result of any disagree-

ment among men concerning any other

principle of revealed religion. It was

established by divine appointment and

revelation. When the brother made the

remark to which I refer I remembered

a few years ago, in visiting a great

Catholic church in the Old World, pick-

ing up a tract written by a Catholic,

and the .statement upon the cover was-

"Why I Am a Catholic." In that lit-

tle tract there was a paragraph which

read somewhat to this effect: "When.

Martin Luther, and Calvin, and Henry

VIII commenced their mad career in

what you Protestants term the 'glori-

ous reformation,' the true religion was-

then in the world, or it was not. If

it was, they committed grievous crimes-

in making new religions to oppose it.

If it was not, they were powerless to

create it. It takes a Christ, not a.

Luther, to create a Christianity, on

either supposition therefore. Protest-

antism is not the true religion of Jesus

Christ." I was greatly impressed with

the reading of these words. It certainly

takes an immortal being, it takes the-

very source of religion, to create re-

ligion. No man, or combination of men,

have the intelligence or authority to-

create that Gospel which is the power

of God unto salvation. I thought how

glorious is the foundation upon which

"Mormonism" is built; and well might

we sing, as we have this morning,^

"How firm a foundation, ye saints of

the Lord, is laid for your faith in His

excellent word." No division, conten-

tion, or quarreling brought into exist-

ence the glorious principles we have

espoused. Joseph Smith approached our

Father in heaven for information con-

cerning his soul's salvation, and I have

never come in contact with any person
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opposed to "Mormonism" who could

find any fault with the statement that

Joseph Smith approached our Father in

heaven and pleaded with him for infor-

mation concerning' the Gospel • of His

Son. What better source could he have

gone to than the source of light? When
he could not decide for himself where to

go to find rest for his soul and the

means of salvation, what greater pow-
er could he approach than his Father

In heaven? In doing sO he was in strict

accord with the commandment of that

Fath-"'r, and in harmony also with the

teachings of inspired prophets and
apostles. Joseph Smith went to the

only source that could lead him in the

right path. If the truth was not upon
the earth he approached the only power
that could reveal and restore that glor-

ious truth. That is the foundation

upon which "Mormonism" rests—the

foundation of the appearing of the

Father and the Son to the Prophet Jo-

seph Smith. We need no better foun-

dation. We need look to no other

source of power for the means of salva-

tion. And this marvelous revelation to

which Joseph Smith bears record, and
to which We bear record, has come in

fulfillment of the promises made
through the mouths of all the proph-
ets, and through the promise of the Re-
deemer Himself, for He predicted that

before His second coming the same
Gospel should again be proclaimed as a
sign of that event. My brethren ana
sisters, this Gospel has not come to us
in the enticing words of rtian's wisdom,
but in the power and .demonstration of
the Holy Ghost. We have not been
persuaded by the logic of man to re-
ceive the truth, but we have been per-
suaded by the convincing power of the
Holy iSpirit. No wonder men do not
succeed who proselyte in our midst.
We cannot be turned from the wheat of
the word of God, to the chafC that
comes from the wisdom of man. We
have received that form of doctrine
which is the power of God unto salva-
tion, as taught by the Redeemer, and
we can be assured and happy in the
knowledge that we have set our hands

to the plow, and that we have laid

hold of the "iron rodi" We need not be-

moved by the clamor of those who op-

pose the truth, but we can feel that we-
have received' that which the Lord in-

tended us to have, and that we are in

the same position as the apostles of'

old when the Savior asked them, after

a number had forsaken him, "Will ye-

also forsake me?" Their answer was
"Where shall we go, for Thou hast

'

the words of eternal life?" WTiere can,

we go to find peace, and comfort, and
hope, if we turn from the truth? No-
where. Think of it, and be faithful

and true to that which we have es-

poused. I joyfully bear my testimony,

in connection with my brethren, to the-

truth of this marvelous work. It is-

the power of God. It is not a delusion,

it is not a myth. It is the work fore-

told by the Prophets, and it will pre-
vail. God help us to do our part and
to be true, steadfast, loyal and faith-

ful to His work, and to our convenants

.

with our Father in heaven and with-

each other, is my prayer through

»

Jesus Christ. Amen;

PATRIARCH JOHN SMITH.

Reminiscence of missionary call and ex-
perience—Necessity for preparation to •

go on missions.—Good and evil monitors
always present.—Learn to distinguish
influences, and follow the good.

My brethren and sisters, it is truly

-

a surprise to me to be called to address,

you on this occasion, but I have lis-

tened attentively to that which we have-
heard so far during this Conference,
and can bear you my testimony that
what has been said has been true and'
guided by the inspiration of the Holy-
Spirit. While Brother McMurrin was
speaking in regard to missionaries, my
mind reverted to the time when I was-
called on a mission. I had been in poor
health for about a year, and was called
to go to Scandinavia. My financial cir-

cun.istances were very low, I had no»
means with which to purchase trans-
portation, etc., and there was no rail-

rood here at that time to_travel on,.


