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opposed to "Mormonism" who could

find any fault with the statement that

Joseph Smith approached our Father in

heaven and pleaded with him for infor-

mation concerning' the Gospel • of His

Son. What better source could he have

gone to than the source of light? When
he could not decide for himself where to

go to find rest for his soul and the

means of salvation, what greater pow-
er could he approach than his Father

In heaven? In doing sO he was in strict

accord with the commandment of that

Fath-"'r, and in harmony also with the

teachings of inspired prophets and
apostles. Joseph Smith went to the

only source that could lead him in the

right path. If the truth was not upon
the earth he approached the only power
that could reveal and restore that glor-

ious truth. That is the foundation

upon which "Mormonism" rests—the

foundation of the appearing of the

Father and the Son to the Prophet Jo-

seph Smith. We need no better foun-

dation. We need look to no other

source of power for the means of salva-

tion. And this marvelous revelation to

which Joseph Smith bears record, and
to which We bear record, has come in

fulfillment of the promises made
through the mouths of all the proph-
ets, and through the promise of the Re-
deemer Himself, for He predicted that

before His second coming the same
Gospel should again be proclaimed as a
sign of that event. My brethren ana
sisters, this Gospel has not come to us
in the enticing words of rtian's wisdom,
but in the power and .demonstration of
the Holy Ghost. We have not been
persuaded by the logic of man to re-
ceive the truth, but we have been per-
suaded by the convincing power of the
Holy iSpirit. No wonder men do not
succeed who proselyte in our midst.
We cannot be turned from the wheat of
the word of God, to the chafC that
comes from the wisdom of man. We
have received that form of doctrine
which is the power of God unto salva-
tion, as taught by the Redeemer, and
we can be assured and happy in the
knowledge that we have set our hands

to the plow, and that we have laid

hold of the "iron rodi" We need not be-

moved by the clamor of those who op-

pose the truth, but we can feel that we-
have received' that which the Lord in-

tended us to have, and that we are in

the same position as the apostles of'

old when the Savior asked them, after

a number had forsaken him, "Will ye-

also forsake me?" Their answer was
"Where shall we go, for Thou hast

'

the words of eternal life?" WTiere can,

we go to find peace, and comfort, and
hope, if we turn from the truth? No-
where. Think of it, and be faithful

and true to that which we have es-

poused. I joyfully bear my testimony,

in connection with my brethren, to the-

truth of this marvelous work. It is-

the power of God. It is not a delusion,

it is not a myth. It is the work fore-

told by the Prophets, and it will pre-
vail. God help us to do our part and
to be true, steadfast, loyal and faith-

ful to His work, and to our convenants

.

with our Father in heaven and with-

each other, is my prayer through

»

Jesus Christ. Amen;

PATRIARCH JOHN SMITH.

Reminiscence of missionary call and ex-
perience—Necessity for preparation to •

go on missions.—Good and evil monitors
always present.—Learn to distinguish
influences, and follow the good.

My brethren and sisters, it is truly

-

a surprise to me to be called to address,

you on this occasion, but I have lis-

tened attentively to that which we have-
heard so far during this Conference,
and can bear you my testimony that
what has been said has been true and'
guided by the inspiration of the Holy-
Spirit. While Brother McMurrin was
speaking in regard to missionaries, my
mind reverted to the time when I was-
called on a mission. I had been in poor
health for about a year, and was called
to go to Scandinavia. My financial cir-

cun.istances were very low, I had no»
means with which to purchase trans-
portation, etc., and there was no rail-

rood here at that time to_travel on,.
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so I saddled my horse, mounted it, and
started on my mission to Scandinavia

willjout purse or scrip. On the road I

g(jld my horse for a little money, and I

nr-at some friends who further assisted

m?. I left here on the seventeenth of

May and arrived in Copenhagen on the

tv.-elfth of September, safe and sound.

But that is not the point exactly

v.hich occurred to my mind. Speaking

of the young Elders who are called up-

on missions, I desire to say that it is

necessary for them to inform their

minds while at home. They should at-

tend the Mutual Improvement Asso.

ciations, study the Scriptures and the

Church works, that they may be pre-

pared for missionary labor when they

go to their fields. On my arrival I be-

gan to think. What are you here for?

Why have you left your home and
traveled this distance? The answer
Cf'.me to m.e, To preach the Gospel and
erllghten those who are in darkness,

to assist in gathering scattered Israel,

anc" the honest in heart from among the

wicked. The next question I asked
myself was, What will you say to

thf-m? What are the principles of the

Gcspel? In less than an hour I had
asked myself a hundred questions and
could not answer one of them. So I

began to study. Once in a while I

turned to the man who was presiding,

and asked him certain questions, which
he answered without hesitation. Says
I, "Is that the correct answer to thai

question?" "Yes," said he. Well, 1

knew it as well as he did, when I came
to think of it. A great many of our
missionaries are not entirely ignoranv
of the principles of the Gospel, but they
do not give them proper thought. They
do nqt study the different questions

and the proper answers, in order that

they may be pepared to meet the oppo-
sition of the world and speak intelli-

gently to those whom they are called

upon to address. It has been my prac-

tice for years to advise young men to

sludy, to inform their minds, and be
piepared for the ministry when the call

comes.

Often in my ofHcial duties, when peo-

ple come to me for their blessings, es-

pecially j'oung men who are called up-
on missions, I admonish them to learn
to listen to the whisperings of the
good Spirit and be guided by it; to

seek the Father for the gift of disv

ccirnment, that they may not be de-

ceived by the evil one, for we under-
stand that when we would do good evil

is present with us. It is necessary
that we should learn to recognize the

whisperings of the Holy Spirit, that we
may understand the difference between
it and the evil one. In my labors. I

have often had the two spirits to con-
tend with, and this has taught me to

listen, so that when a question is asked
I may, through prophetic vision, un-
derstand the proper answer. Often
when I have asked questions under
these circumstances I have heard dis-

tinctly, it may be said, two voices, and
they are so near alike that it is a hard
ma.tter to distinguish between them un-

less you are acquainted and have learn-

ed to be guided by the proper spirit. I

contend that every Latter-day Saint

has a Monitor within him, and if he

conducts himself in such a manner that

he himself is truly satisfied with his

labors, then he may feel assured the

Lord is apt to be satisfied. We can

never do wrong unless we are admonish-
ed that it is wrong. Before we take a
wrong step or do something that we
should not do, that Monitor will chide

us and will give us a chance to reflect

if we will accept the opportunity.

There is, therefore, no reason why the

Latter-day Saints should do wrong,
if they will only be guided by the whis-

perings of God and the Spirit.

I don't feel like talking longer. I

ask God our heavenly Father to let

His blessings rest upon us all, to guide

us in the true path, to open the eyes of

oui understanding, that we may see

aright, that we may comprehend the

will of the Father, and have fortitude

to press forward filling our missions

and accomplishing the work assigned

u:^. That the blessings of the Lord may
rest upon all Israel, is my prayer in th(.

name of Jesus. Amen.


