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one part of the mission to the other,

as may be deemed necessary, and their

health has been kept good. Very few-

Elders have returned who have been
afflicted or sick, and we have never

lost an Elder by death in that mission

field. A very few of the Elders have
had typhoid fever, or pneumonia, but
other diseases have not afflicted them.

It is stated by the physicians of Colo-

L rado that there is no such thing as

f
malarial fever in that state, unless it

has been brought there from other
parts of the country. Therefore, your
sons and daughters who are laboring
in that mission field are in a healthy
country, where they can be transferred
in such manner as, will conduce to

^
their health. If we find that a damp
climate does not agree with them, we
transfer them to a higher and dryer
place that puts new life into them, and
they go forth with new energy in the
performance of their duties. Elders
have been transferred to Colorado

I from Great Britain on account of their
health, and from the Southern and
the Northern states, and these Elders
have, in every instance, soon regained
their health and performed mission
work. Tour girls who have been sent
as missionaries to that field are also
in good health. I am very much
pleased with the success of the ladies
in the mission field. Our sisters in
Denver are busy, in fact have more
than they can do in meeting the ap-
pointments made for them by the Ei-
ders. People say, "We would like to
talk with some of your women; we
would like to hear Mormonism from
the women's standpoint." Our sisters
visit the homes of the people, answei
questions for them, read to Lhem, and
teach their children, where the Elders
do not have access to the homes. They
are accomplishing a great work; we
have a noble band of them in the mis-
sion field at the nresent time, and ti e
people sing their praises.
Brethren and sisters, I am thankful

for the Gospel, and the testimony that
the Lord has given unto me. I am
thankful that I have been born of
goodly parents in the Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints. I am
thankful for the word of God we re-

ceive from the men who stand as His
mouthpieces unto the people in this

generation.

My brethren and sisters, we are liv-

ing in a critical time for this people,
a time when it requires all the faith
we can muster in order to remain true
and faithful to the covenants we have
made. Let us keep our eye upon the
servants of God, that He has raised up
in this dispensation. Let us follow
their lead, and God will bless this peo-
ple and bring them off triumphant,
which may He do is my prayer, in the
name of Jesus. Amen.

ELDER RUIiON S. WELLS.
My brethren and sisters, I rejoice

exceedingly in the labors that have
been acomplished by the Latter-day
Saints for the salvation of mankind. 1

reverence those men and women who
are laboring for Zion and her inter-
ests and welfare, both at home and
abroad. I do not believe there is any-
thing else in all the world that will

compare with the unselfish devotion
shown by members of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. It

has oft times been said that this is an
individual work; there is something
for each one to do. Ordinarily, in the
world, we hear them speak of the
clergymen and the laymen; sometimes
I wonder what they mean. I presume
they mean that clergymen are those
who advocate the doctrines of the gos-
pel, who are preaching the word, and
laboring in the vineyard of the Lord;
and by the term laymen, I presume
they mean those who lay down and do
nothing in that line. I do not know
whether that would be considered a
correct interpretation, but that is the
thought that comes to my mind; and I

rejoice in the fact that we have no
laymen, in that sense, among the Lat-
ter-day Saints, but that all are ex-
pected to labor for Zion and her inter-
ests. And what a grand labor it is

that we are engaged in, a labor that
our Father has imposed upon us for
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the salvation of the souls of the chil-

dren of men! What a noble work it is!

"What an army of laborers there are!

We send forth a host of missionaries

into various parts of the world, upon

the islan*3 of the sea, into foreign

lands beyond the ocean, and also to

the states and territories of our na-

tive land! Our sons and daughters

are thus laboring for the salvation of

the souls of men. Here at home we
are organized into various associations,

quorums of the Priesthood, Stakes of

Zion, Wards, Sunday Schools. Mutu-
-al Improvement associations, and all

of the .various organizations that have

been founded and established among
the people that the-"- might be educated

to labor for the salvation of souls. If

there be one who is not engaged in

some part of this work, he also ou'ght

to be given something to do, and a

reproach is upon the Bishop for neglect

•of duty, unless it be, perhaps, that the

unemployed one is not willing to en-

gage in that labor. It seems to me that

the work we have to perform is wor-
thv of our best efforts and utmost en-

ergies, and when we engage in it we
•ought to labor with all our might. Un-
fortunately, we find some who go at

this work in a half-hearted way. who
treat it slightingly, and do not cheer-

fully give their best energies and
efforts, who are dilatory and neglect-

ful of the labor that has been assigned

to him or her. That kind of labor is

not satisfactory to the Lord, and will

not be rewarded by Him. If you were

to labor in some mercantile establish-

ment with a view simply for putting

in time, not givino- your best thought

and energy in performing- your duties,

your employer would not be satisfied,

you would have your wages reduced,

or possibly you might be dismissed

from the service. I believe that our

Father in heaven expects zealous, en-

ergetic work from those who are em-
ployed in His vineyard.

We read in the scriptures: "Seek
ye first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness and all other things shall

be added unto you." Let us analyze

this scripture, and see if we cannot

learn what the Lord expects of us. I

think, if we will give it our attention

for a few moments, we will come to

the conclusion that He desires a great

deal from us. As already stated. There

are some who perform their work in a

half-hearted way. Some young men
engaged in Mutual Improve-

ment association work will do a

little, provided they easily find time to

do it. They say, "I have got to earn

my living, I have to work at that so

many hours in the day, and when
evening conies, if I am not too tired,

and there isn't some amusement that

I want to engage in, I will attend to

the duties that have been assigned me,

if I find enougii time to spare." That

is not the proper spirit of this work,

and it is not satisfactory to our Father

in heaven, who requires a great deal

more at our hands. It is not seeking

the Kingdom of God first, but is put-

ting it second; it is contrary to the

commandment of the Lord. On the

other hand, we should ^feel that our

first duty is to do that which the Lord

requires of us. I should feel that,

when a duty has been assigned to me,

I will accomplish it if all else falls. I

will labor, if need be, from early morn-

ing until late at night, until my body

is weary; and when I have labored to

do what the Lord has desired of me,

and have accomplished that work,

then, if I can find time to earn a liv-

ing I will do it, but if I can't I will

starve if need be. Now that is what I

understand the Scripture quoted

means. But I do not think that any

laborer in Zion who pursues that

policy needs to starve. We find that

those men and women who are devot-

ing their lives to the doing of their du-

ties are not beggars, nor suffering with

poverty. Here is the promise, if you

will seek first the kingdom of God

and His righteousness all other thing.s

shall be added unto you. Have you

faith in that? Do you believe that?

If you do not, you do not believe in

the promises of God. Now I hope no

one will think I mean that he can

justifiably neglect his daily vocation,

and fail to provide for his family. That
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is one of the duties God requires of

him; but I do say, and yet not I, but a
greater than I has said, "Seek ye first

the kingdom of God and His righte-

ousness;" and that should govern the

laborers for Zion, both at home and
abroad. If we give the Lord that al-

legiance if we put Him and His king-

dom first, and labor with an eye single

to His glory, what a grand work will

be accomplished by this magnificent
organization which our Father has es-

tablished upon the earth for the salva-

tion of the whole world! We are not
placed upon this earth simply to eke
out an existence, to earn bread and
butter, live a while and die. No, there
is a grander and nobler purpose, that
is, we come here upon this earth, ob-
tain these tabernacles which the Lord
designed should be His temples, and
seek to cleanse and purify them, that

we may be prepared for the great
eternal life which is beyond. May the
Lord help us to attain at, is my
prayer, in the name of Jesus. Amen.

ELDER BRIGHAM H. ROBERTS.

My brethren and sisters: The fact
that we are here assembled in the
morning, in an overfiow meeting of
the general conference is one among
other evidences of the growth of the
work of the Lord.

I presume that when the great tab-
ernacle on this block was erected, it

was supposed by the brethren who ac-
complished that very remarkable work
—that is, remarkable when their cir-

cumstances are taken into account

—

that for very, very many years there
would be ample room for the gather-
ing of. the people at the general con-
ferences; but, in ihe course of time,
it was found it v/as not equal to the
requirements of the people upon the
Sabbath afternoon, at least, and it

became necessary to hold an over-
flow meeting. Then, after a little

while, it became necessary to hold the
overflow meeting in the morning as
well; and we find it necessary on this
morning to hold such a meeting. I

expect the time will come, as Israel
shall continue to gather into the
stakes of Zion and more representa-
tives shall come from the various
stakes to attend these conferences—

I

expect that we shall find it necessary
to hold overflow meetings, not only
upon the Sabbath day, but upon other
days, until we will hold our general
conference in sections.

We will find ourselves in the same
condition that the Nephites were in
during the time that the Savior min-
istered among them. They gathered
together in such multitudes that it be-
came necessary to divide them into
groups, and to send members of the
council of the Apostles to these dif-

ferent groups to hold meetings with
the people and dispense the word of
God. And this in order to accommo-
date the multitudes, who were gath-
ered together. So I doubt not we
shall have to do in the future.

I think we may comfort ourselves
with the reflection, however, that no
matter into how many sections the
conference may be divided, in order to
accommodate people, we shall find that
in every case, in every section, the
word of the Lord will be there to
meet the people and instruct them;
and there will be no reason why that
Spirit of the Lord will not be as po-
tent in one division of the conference
as it is in another; so that all the peo-
ple may rejoice .in receiving instruc-
tion from the one Spirit, from the one
source, even as we, this morning and
this afternoon, in the overflow meet-
ings, may partake of the one influence
that is present and dominant at this
conference.

And that is what we seek, that is

what we come to these conferences for
—to partake of the influence of the
Spirit of God and receive instruction
and enlightenment from it; and those
who come hungering and thirsting for
it shall not go away empty.

I listened to a speaker, not long
since, who expressed the conviction
that "An inspired speaker requires an
inspired audience." I believe that is


