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ELDER THOMAS E. BASSETT.

(President of Fremont Stake.)

Elder Thomas E. Bassett was the
closing- speaker. He felt grateful, he
said, for the environment of good men
and good women in this Church. He
had been nurtured in the precepts of

the Gospel of Christ, had witnessed
many of the hand-dealings of God and
knew beyond a doubt that "Mormon-
ism" is true. The prophecy uttered by
the Prophet Joseph Smith that the
Saints should become a mighty people
in the midst of the Rocky Mountains
had been verily fulfilled, as witnessed
by the hundreds of thousands of people
dwelling in these regions. We are not
responsible for the setting up of this

work, the speaker said, neither can we
stop its progress. It is the work of

God and never will be overthrown. Men
must live according- to the precepts of
the Gospel if they will retain a testi-

mony of its truth. Corruption in life

will drive out the light, and cause the
soul to wander in darkness.

CLOSING SESSION.

In the Tabernacle, at 2 p. m.

Prest. Joseph F. Smith called the
meeting to order.

The choir sang the anthem, "Praise
the Lord all ye Nations."

Prayer was offered by Elder Nephi
L. Morris.

The choir sang the anthem. "Worthy
is the Lamb that was Slain."

ELDER JOHN HEXRY SMITH.

Importance of observing God's law con-
cerning the Sabbath day.—The day
should not be desecrated by unbecoming
conduct.—Abundant opportunities pro-
vided for recreation in other days.

—

Municipal laws, and personal appeal
should influence reverence for the Sab-
bath.

My brethren and sisters, it is a pleas-
ure to me to have the opportunity of
being- in attendance upon this confer-
ence, listening to the words that have
been spoken by the orethren whose

privilege it has been to speak, and par-
taking of the spirit that has character-
ized the meetings thus far. I desire

that you will give me the aid of your
faith and prayers, that I may be en-

abled to discharge the duty that has
fallen to my lot in that manner that

shall result in our mutual good, and
that may awaken in our minds a deter-

mination to more fully ana devotedly

discharge the sacred obligations into

which we have entered connected with

the work the Lord has committed to

our care at this time. As I was sit-

ting here the thought entered my mind
that I would like to lead to the con-

gregation a portion of one of the reve-

lations. It is contained in Section

59 of the Book of Doctrine and Cove-

nants, and is a revelation given through
Joseph the Seer, m Zion, Jackson coun-

ty, Missouri, Aug. 7, 1831.

"Behold, blessed, saitn the Lord, are
they who have come up unto this land
with an eye single to my glory, accord-
ing to my commandments;
"For them that live shall inherit the

earth, and them that die shall rest from
all their labors, and their works shall

follow them, and they snail receive a
crown in the mansions of my Father,
which I have prepared for them;
"Yea, blessed are they wnose feet

stand upon the land of Zion, who have
obeyed my Gospel,for they shall receive
for their reward the good things of tnb
earth; and it shall bring forth in its

strength;
"And they shall also be crowned with

blessings from above, yea, and -with

commandments not a few; and with
revelations in their time: they that are

faithful and diligent before me.
"Wherefore I give unto them a com-

manament, saying thus: Thou shalt

love the Lord thy God with all thy
heart, with all thy might, mind, and
strength; and in the name of Jesus
Christ thou shalt serve him.
"Thou Shalt love thy neighbor as

thyself. Thou shalt not steal; neither

commit adultery, nor kill, nor do any-
thing like unto it.

"Thou shalt thank the Lord thy God
in all things.
"Thou shalt offer a sacrifice unto the

Lord thy God in righteousness, even

that of a broken heart and a contrite

spirit.

"And that thou mayest more fully

keep thyself unspotted from the world,

thou shalt go to the nouse of prayer

and offer up thy sacraaients upon my
holy day;
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"For verily this is a clay appointed

unto you to rest troni your latoors, and
to pay thy devotiona unto the Most
High:
"Nevertheless thy vows shall be of-

fered up in righteousness on all days
and at all times;
"But remember that on tnis the Lord's

day, thou shait offer thine oblations

and' thy sacraments unto the Most
High, confessing thy sins unto thy
brethren, and before the Lord."

To my mind, the principles contained

in this revelation, given to the Church

in 1831, are worthy of our consideration

today, and the suggestions therein af-

fecting our conduct should receive our

thoughtful observance. In the midst

of the cares and responsibilities that

attach to us. in the struggle we have

to make to secure fqr ourselves tem-

poral blessings, as well as to minister

in the performance of spiritual labors,

sometimes we are not as mindful of

these obligations as we should be.

Without thought we occasionally drift

into a disregard of the Sabbath day.

We look upon it with a degree of laxity,

not in keeping with the commandment
concerning it as given unto us by our

Heavenly Father. I believe that if

there is any condemnation that applies

most specifically to the Latter-day

Saints for the neglect of duty, it is

that some have turned this sacred day

too much into a day of A'isiting and
pleasure. We are not as thoughtful

as we should be of its observance, and
of the legitimate d'uties connected with

this great day of rest instituted .
by

Gur Father in heaven In His covenant

with His children in former days, and
renewed unto us in the wonderful

trust that each one that has come to

trust that each one that has came to

attend this great conference will be

impressed with the importance of oui

Father's purpose in thus setting the

Sabbath day apart again In our day,

through the revelations of His will,

and that, so far as we have influence

and power with those placed under our

watchcare, we shall impress upon their

minds also that the day should be ob-

served more sacredly and thoughtfully
than it has been in the past. It is

true, many of us who have been away

from home, ministering in preaching

the Gospel, have possibly lost our In-

fluence, in a limited degree, upon our

children in regard to these matters, and
they may have drifted from us with
the tide. In seeking, by our com-
panionship and counsel, to check the

tendency that has affected them, we
sometimes And it difflcult to impress
them with our views, and with the sac-

red regard in which we hold the in-

junction given by the Almighty con-

cerning this holy day. But I believe

the effort should be made more care-

fuly and thoroughly by every one of

us, as fathers and mothers, as Elders

in the Church, as presiding authorities

in the branches and wards of Zion,

and as ministers in every field, to im-
press upon the minds of the Lord's covr
enant people that His love and bless-

ings can only be obtained by the ob-

servance of His holy will.

Similar thoughts are awakened in my
mind in reflecting upon other

questions. Our Heavenly Father
has been exceedingly generous to

us in the line of the amusements we are

privileged to enjoy. No people in the

world have been more thoughtfully con-

sidered in the matter of amusements,
both for young and old. a.'n theatricals,

in dancing, in concerts, in visits to

proper places of resort, and in other

privileges of enjoyment, we have been

generously dealt witn as a people, r<o

that the exuberant spirits of youth

may have legitimate exercise, and those

who have reached riper years may be

refreshes and have their minds relaxed

from the cares and responsibilities of

life. But our Father, while permitting

these privileges, has laid upon us the

requirement of sacredly regarding His

holy day and discharging our obliga-

tions in regard to it. Should conditions

prevent us from being in attendance at

Sabbath school, at the Sacrament meet-

ing, or at the evening meeting, that

day should not oe spent in visitinfc

neighbors, in mingling with one an*

other upon the streets, or in going to

pleasure resorts. If it is impossible for

us to attend places of sacred worship

in public, we should seek to study th«
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Scriptures at home, and equip ourselves
by communion with the Spirit, for the
great work the good Master has set us
to do. I believe that our condemna-
tion will be great—fathers and moth-
ers as well as children—if we disregard
this sacred day and its obligations.

It is not my intention to detain you,
but I desire to impress upon the sons
and daughters of Zion that no people
has ever been dealt with more gener-
ously than we have in opportunities Mf-
forded for legitimate and proper amuse-
ment. The Lord has sought to impress
upon our minds a sacred regard of His
holy day, and has also made it possible
for us to, at other times, have amuse-
ment along proper lines, and in proper
companionship. Therefore it is improp-
er and unrighteous for any to seek the
companionship of the lewd and vicious,
or mingle with the wicked in places of
pleasure upon the Sabbath day. It is

also wrong for us to participate in any
of the great variety of agencies which
men have established that tend to the
moral overthrow and destruction ot
their fellaws. I believe that the author-
ities of every city, town and villa;^3

within the United States should seek to
cause the citizens to regard with more
sacredness and respect the day ae-
signated by the Almighty as a day of
rest. I believe that we to whom the
revelation has come in the latter days
in regard to the observance of thts Sab-
bath, should be determined that His
day must be held in reverence, respect
and love. We should honor the men
and women of every faith, creed, and
condition that seek in fairness, mercy
and love to prevent the turning of the
Lord's day into a time for wrong doing
that may result in the moral overthrow
and destruction of human beings. The
desire should be instilled into the minds
of every man and woman to honor and
esteem it, and to utilize it for the ac-
complishment of their improvement In
a knowledge of the divine will, and
Increasing their respect and reverence
for our Heavenly Father.

I ask you who are pongregated here,
men who influence the views and ideas
of communities, women whose hearts

are attuned to the best interests of the
human race, to see to it that the im-
press of a sacred regard for the Lord's
holy day shall be inculcated by you,
both in word and action, so that tlxe

moral regulations given of the Almighty
may be more thoroughly establish.id
among His great family. Remember
the right and do it. Let this love of the
principles of righteousness be imbued
in the souls of our sons and daughter-!,
and then, though they drift from out-

control for a while, the time will come
in the trials and experiences of life

when they will come back to their

homes, with regrets for having disrtj-

garded our instructions and the im-
press we sought to make upon them.
May we be true to every propositiou

involved in the principles of our faith,

and also in the good couched in the

faith of every other living soul. May
we be set and determined in our pur-
pose that everything evil and wrong
shall be met with an effort upon our
part to eradicate it and better the con-
ditions of life. Let us point the way
to the success that may come to men
and women who shall do the will of

their Father, blessing their fellows, and
being just to every one. May the bless-

ings of Heaven abound in your hearts

and in your homes. May you love tie

principles of righteousness. May vou
honor the Lord's day. May the moral
doctrines of the Gospel, given in the law
of which I have spoken, including

"Thou Shalt not steal," "Thou shalt not

commit adultery," "Thou shalt not

kill," and others like unto it, be among
the guiding beacons of your lives. May
the love of your country and its insti-

tutions, and the maintenance of every

principle of right and justice that guard
the liberties of every human being, be

exhibited in your every action; that

the principles established for the bet-

terment of the human race, that the lib-

eralizing of mankind, and the preach-

ing of the truth among them, may be

sustained by you, without fear of the

frowns of mankind, but in love of the

right, in the principle of mercy, and in

the justice that should be accorded to

every human being.



ELDER CHARLES W. PENROSE. 85

God has spoken from the heavens. His

truth has been declared among the

children of men. The message of g-lad-

ness has come and is to be heralded to

the whole human race. Upon you, In

connection with the others wlio have

been warned, rests this responsibilitj'.

May wisdom, prudence, faith, undying

courage and unyielding dievotion to

principle govern your lives, that the

truth may stand, and that you may
lionor everything that is noble and true,

is my prayer. Amen.

The quartet. "Lead Kindly Light,"
wa.s beautifully rendered by Sisters
Larson, Owen, Jones and Jorgensen.

ELDER C. W. PENROSE.

Harmony in the Church—Spread of the
Gospel—Seeds Sown in Time Will Bear
Fruit in Eternity.-Individual Identity
Immortal.—Godhead of Jesus Christ.—
The Atonement—Faithfulness in Adver-
sity as in Prosperity.

This is a magnificent sight vi^iwed

from this upper stand. To see so many
noble countenances upturned, expres-

sive of devotion and faith and a de-

sire to be instructed, places a person

occpying this position in a state of

anxiety, to some extent. I believe this

has been felt by all our brethren who
have stood up before the congregations
during this conference to speak in

the name of the Lord. "We feel that a
great responsibility rests upon us. The
izsk might not be so great if we were
in the habit of framing discourses to

deliver to the public, and coming pre-
pared not only with subjects but with
words and phrases to deliver to the
congregation, but you, my brethren
and sisters, are aware that that is

not one of the customs in this Church.
We are required, as the servants of the
Lord, to treasure up in our hearts con-
tinually the words of eternal life, so
that we may be prepared when called
upon or when necessity requires, to
speak that which the Lord shall in-
spire on the occasion.

I have greatly enjoyed the sessions
of this conference, and the discourses
that have been delivered, and the re-
ports that have been made. There
has been present with, us a delightful

spirit. We have enjoyed good fellow-
ship and harmony. There has been
no discord in the spirits of the men
who have spoken to us, nor in the
words that they have delivered, but
the Spirit of God has borne witness
in our hearts to the truth and the im-
portance of that which has been de-
clared to us. We have learned that all

things are prospering in the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Not that we have arrived at perfec-
tion in the individuals or in any de-
partment of the Church; there is room
for improvement in us individually,

and in the Church as a whole. But
we have learned that Zion is pros-
pering. We have learned that the Gos-
pel is being preached to the world,
and that the way is being opened up
among the nations of the earth where-
by the servants cf God may have free-
dom to go forward and perform their
respective missions. "We have learned,
too, that there has been an increase
in the membership of the Church; that
although great hosts of people have
not come forward to embrace the Gos-
pel, there are some thousands who
have been baptized into the Church,
and there are a great many others
who have been profoundly impressed
with the message which has been
borne to them. If it were not for the
pride of the world, if it were not for
the fear of the scoffs and scorn of men,
I am fully presuaded that many thou-
sands who have heard the testimony
of the Elders would come forward and
embrace the Gospel and rejoice with
us in its glorious privileges.

The work that is being performed
by our brethren who are laboring in

the various mission fields is a very im-
I;ortant one, and it rests upon all of

us Latter-day Saints to do our part in

this great missionary cause. When ,

the Church was first organized the
word of the Lord came that every
man who is warned should warn his

i:'eighbor; that the testimony which
was given to the Saints should be
borne by them for the benefit of

others, so that the Gospel might go
forward to every nation, and kindred,


