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God has spoken from the heavens. His

truth has been declared among the

children of men. The message of g-lad-

ness has come and is to be heralded to

the whole human race. Upon you, In

connection with the others wlio have

been warned, rests this responsibilitj'.

May wisdom, prudence, faith, undying

courage and unyielding dievotion to

principle govern your lives, that the

truth may stand, and that you may
lionor everything that is noble and true,

is my prayer. Amen.

The quartet. "Lead Kindly Light,"
wa.s beautifully rendered by Sisters
Larson, Owen, Jones and Jorgensen.

ELDER C. W. PENROSE.

Harmony in the Church—Spread of the
Gospel—Seeds Sown in Time Will Bear
Fruit in Eternity.-Individual Identity
Immortal.—Godhead of Jesus Christ.—
The Atonement—Faithfulness in Adver-
sity as in Prosperity.

This is a magnificent sight vi^iwed

from this upper stand. To see so many
noble countenances upturned, expres-

sive of devotion and faith and a de-

sire to be instructed, places a person

occpying this position in a state of

anxiety, to some extent. I believe this

has been felt by all our brethren who
have stood up before the congregations
during this conference to speak in

the name of the Lord. "We feel that a
great responsibility rests upon us. The
izsk might not be so great if we were
in the habit of framing discourses to

deliver to the public, and coming pre-
pared not only with subjects but with
words and phrases to deliver to the
congregation, but you, my brethren
and sisters, are aware that that is

not one of the customs in this Church.
We are required, as the servants of the
Lord, to treasure up in our hearts con-
tinually the words of eternal life, so
that we may be prepared when called
upon or when necessity requires, to
speak that which the Lord shall in-
spire on the occasion.

I have greatly enjoyed the sessions
of this conference, and the discourses
that have been delivered, and the re-
ports that have been made. There
has been present with, us a delightful

spirit. We have enjoyed good fellow-
ship and harmony. There has been
no discord in the spirits of the men
who have spoken to us, nor in the
words that they have delivered, but
the Spirit of God has borne witness
in our hearts to the truth and the im-
portance of that which has been de-
clared to us. We have learned that all

things are prospering in the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Not that we have arrived at perfec-
tion in the individuals or in any de-
partment of the Church; there is room
for improvement in us individually,

and in the Church as a whole. But
we have learned that Zion is pros-
pering. We have learned that the Gos-
pel is being preached to the world,
and that the way is being opened up
among the nations of the earth where-
by the servants cf God may have free-
dom to go forward and perform their
respective missions. "We have learned,
too, that there has been an increase
in the membership of the Church; that
although great hosts of people have
not come forward to embrace the Gos-
pel, there are some thousands who
have been baptized into the Church,
and there are a great many others
who have been profoundly impressed
with the message which has been
borne to them. If it were not for the
pride of the world, if it were not for
the fear of the scoffs and scorn of men,
I am fully presuaded that many thou-
sands who have heard the testimony
of the Elders would come forward and
embrace the Gospel and rejoice with
us in its glorious privileges.

The work that is being performed
by our brethren who are laboring in

the various mission fields is a very im-
I;ortant one, and it rests upon all of

us Latter-day Saints to do our part in

this great missionary cause. When ,

the Church was first organized the
word of the Lord came that every
man who is warned should warn his

i:'eighbor; that the testimony which
was given to the Saints should be
borne by them for the benefit of

others, so that the Gospel might go
forward to every nation, and kindred,
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and tongue, and people. This work
rests upon the Latter-day Saints. It

is our duty to proclaim the Gospel to

all the world, and the Lord will open

up the way from time to time, and
give His servants access to the honest

in heart, some of whom will receive

their testimonies and come out of the

world to be baptized into Christ and
become members of His Church upon
the earth. And now while we are

bearing this testimony and bringing a

few into the fold, the seeds that are

being sown by the: Elders will, in time,

bear fruit in a great many directions

that do not now appear. Like seed

that is sown in the soil, and disappears

from view, in the due time of the Lord

it will bring forth fruit to His honof
and glory. So we must be encouraged

in our labors, leaving the result Avith

the Lord; for though Paul may plant,

and Apollos may water, it is God who
gives the increase. I believe, with all

my heart that the testimonies which
are being borne by these brethren who
have spoken to us and the Elders who
are laboring under their direction, Avill

not fall to the ground, but will ac-

complish a good Avork in due time.

There are hundreds of thousands Avho

have heard the Gospel in the flesh and
through fear or folly have not em-
braced it, having been afraid to come
forward and join themselves with this

unpopular people, when they pass

aAvay from this stage of being into the

spirit world will be prepared to receive

it when it is being preached among
the spirits that are there. For the

work that Christ did after He departed

from the flesh and Avent and preached

to the spirits in prison who were dis-

obedient in the days of Noah, Avill have
to be repeated and is being repeated

now by the servants of God who have
gone behind the veil, and it will be
continued by those who shall follow

after. While the Saints upon the

earth are ministering in the tempTes

that have been reared, and perform-

ing the necessary ordinances that per-

tain to the flesh which cannot be at-

tended to by people in the spirit land,

the prophets of the living God, who

sealed their testimony Avith their blood,

and their faithful brethren who have
folloAved after them, are now laboring
among the people behind the veil that

they may be prepared to receive the
blessings that shall come to them
through the labors of the Saints in the
flesh. For in this dispensation of the
fullness of times the Lord has promis-
ed he will gather together in one all

things that are in Him, both in heaven
and on the earth, and the work that
Ave are performing now in the flesh
in carrying the Gospel of the kingdom
to the ends of the earth, and gathering
in the upright in heart from all
parts of the Avorld, is but a portion of
the work of the Latter-day Saints The
powers of the Holy Priesthood which
God has revealed are inseparably con-
nected, he has told us, with the pow-
ers that are behind the veil. They ir:.

Avorking together in harmony, and the
time Avill come and it is not far dis-
tant, when the veil will be taken away
Avhich separates us from our brethren
who have gone before, and we will
work with them, and they Avith us. AVe
Will be in perfect harmony; and the
Priesthood behind the veil Avill reveal
to the Priesthood in the flesh, in the
holy Temples of God where these con-
versations will take place, the names of
those for whom Ave must officiate which
Ave cannot obtain by the means noAV at
our command. This is the Lord's work,
and it is not only going on here in the
flesh, but it is going on in the world
behind the veil among the spirits that
have departed. Every man who has
been called to hold the Priesthood
should endeavor to Qualify himself for

the work that lies before him, both
that which he will be called to do

Avhile he dwells in the body, q.nd that

Avhich he will have to perform when
he goes out of the body; for it is a fact

that when we go away from here we

will take with us that which we have

spiritually. That intelligence which

Ave gain, that knowledge of principle,

that fellowship we have with the heav-

ens, that Holy Priesthood which we

bear, that divine spirit by which we

have been inspired, and all the pow-

ers that we have gained in being ex-
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eroised in the duties of the Holy Priest-

hood, will be strength and power and

might to us when we depart from the

body and are delivered from the weak-

ness of mortality, and called to labor

in the world of spirits. The sa^me au-

thority, the same power, the same intel-

ligence, the same experiences that we
have had here we 'will have there. "We

will not leave any of it with our bodies

to he dropped down in the grave. An-
other thing: if we are not diligent, if

we are dilatory, if we are negligent, if

we do not prize this authority that the

Lord has sent down out of Heaven in

the last days for us to use for the salva-

tion of the souls of men, we shall not

be wafted into light, intelligence, pow-
er, and glory when we go out of the

body, but will merely carry with us

that which we have when we drop our

bodies. Therefore every man holding

the Priesthood should endeavor to qual-

ify himself for the work of th^ min-
istry, in time and in eternity, so that

we may labor under the direction of

the Captain of our salvation until re-

demption shall come to all the race,

and "every knee ehall bow and every

tongue confess that Jesus is the Christ,

to the glory of God the Father."

In the opening remarks made by
President Smith, he stated that we were
building up this Church to Jesus Christ.

That is a very important point for us
to keep in mind, in view of the fact

that the trend of modern religious

thought is in the direction of holding up
Jesus of Nazareth simply as a great

man and wise teacher. This idea has
been preached right here in Salt Lake
City; it is being preached in all the

great cities of the land, that Jesus is

to be looked upon as a model man, and
great teacher, but not in any sense the
Son of God in the way He is proclaimed
in the Scriptures. All those expres-
sions concerning His being one of the
Godhead a|re spiritualized, and the
trend of modern thought in the relig-

ious world, as I have said, is in the di-

rection of placing Jesus of Nazareth
on the plane of mortality. It was pro-

claimed in this city not long ago that

Jesus died like' any other man, or sim-
ply as a martyr; that he was put to

death, and died because he could not
live any longer, and he was the embodi-
ment of righteousness and truth, and in

that way, and that way alone. He was
the way, the truth, and the light.

Now, my brethren and sisters, the
Lord has revealed something concern-
ing the personality of Jesus of Nazarethi
and what he stands for, and our rela-

tionship to him. We frequently bear
testimony concerning Joseph the
Prophet, as we ought to do, for we
should "praise the inan who communed
with Jehovah," and whom "Jesus an-
ointed as prophet and seer;' but when
we bear testimony that Joseph Smith
was a Prophet of God we do in effect

proclaim the truth that Jesus ot Naz-
areth is the Messiah, the Son of God,
the Redeemer of the world, the Resur-
rection and the Life, the Way and the

Truth, and that only by and through
Him can we approach the Father. That
is the great doctrine for which Joseph
Smith stood, and lived, and died as a

martyr. In the beginning, the Father
and the Son appeared to him in that

grove which Brother George Albert
Smith was talking about this morning,

where the company .that went to dedi-

cate the inonument to the Prophet met
and sang the song of Joseph's first

vision. The Father and the Son ap-
peared to Joseph,and the Father, point-

ing to the Son, said: "This is My be-

loved Son, hear Him." He is the Way,
the Truth and the Life, and He is the

light of the world. He was in the be-

ginning with the Father. You can read
it in this Book of Doctrine and Cove-
nants. I will not turn to it nc*w, but

you read the 76th section, in which the

Prophet Joseph Smith and Sidney Rig-

don tell us that they beheld the Father,

seated upon His throne, and Jesus

Christ, His Son, by His side; and they

bear witness—the last witness of Him
—that they saw Him in the heavenly

vision, and they learned that "By Him
and through Him, and of Him the

worlds were made, and the inhabitants

thereof were begotten sons and daugh-
ters unto God."
In the Book of Mormon we read from

the words of Jesus Christ Himself to

the people on this continoat, to whom
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He appeared after His resurrection,

that He is the Savior of the world;
that He was with the Father in the be-
ginning; that by Him the worlds were
framed, and that He came at the time
appointed and died for the sins of the
world, that all who believed in Him and
obeyed His Gospel might obtain eternal

life. The same things are revealed in

Sec. 93 of the Doctrine and Covenants.
Jesus Christ says there, "Behold I was
in the beginning with the Father, and
am the first born." He proclaimed this

Himself, in this revelation; and all

through the revelations in the Doctrine;'

and Covenants and in the Book of Mor-
mon, the great truth is proclaimed that

that person who was known as Jesus of

Nazareth, who was born at Beth-
lehem, who was cradled in a manger,
who was brought up as the son of Jos-

eph, the carpenter, and when he became
30 years of age was baptized in the

Jordan, and who after the ministry of

about three and a half years, was put
to death, was in very deed the Son of

God, and that he was in the beginning
with the Father. Wheni God said "Let
us make man in our own image, and af-

ter our own likeness," He spoke to His
beloved Son, who is called in the New
Testament the "first begotten," "the be-
ginning of the creation of God." Read
the first chapter of the Epistle to the

Hebrews where the great truth is pro-
claimed by the Apostle, that "God who
at sundry times, and in divers manners
spake unto the fathers in times past

by the prophets, hath in these last days
spoken unto us by His Son, whom He
has appointed heir of all things, by
whom also he made the worlds." It

goes on to tell that after he had purged
us from our sins by His atonement, He
ascended to the heavens and sat down
at the right hand of the majesty on
high. This is the truth that we have
to proclaim to the world. That Jesus of

Nazareth is one of the Holy Trinity.

In the words of the Apostle John, which
are repeated here in the Doctrine and
Covenants from the mouth of Christ

Himself, "In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was with God, and
the Word was God." Jesus is God. "All

things were made by Him, and without
Him was not anything made that was
made." That is the testimony of John.
And Jesus Himself bore testimony to
the Prophet Joseph Smith, that this is

the truth, and that he is the Word, and
the Way, and the Truth, and the Life.

In proclaiming this Gospel of the
Kingdom to the world we are proclaim-
ing the Gospel of Jesus, the good tid-

ings and glad news that Jesus was the
Messiah, that He is the Son of God,
that as He built up the Church when
He was upon the earth in the flesh, so
He has built up His Church anew In

the last days, because after the death
of His apostles, darkness came into the
world, and apostasy from the truth,

and the Priesthood was taken away,
but He has restored it, and He is at
the head of this Church. Every one of

these revelations in the Doctrine and
Covenants, one or two of which we
have heard read this afternoon, have
come from Him. It is the voice of

Jesus Christ to Joseph the Prophet, and
to others who are spoken of here. He
is our living head. We worship God in

his name, and all the ordinances that

are performed in this Church are done
in the name of Jesus Christ, the Sa-

vior of the world. When He died He
did not die as we do; for He declared
himself: "No man taketh My life. I

have power to lay down my life, and I

have power to take it up again. And,
this commandment I have received of

M5. Father." So when Christ died He
voluntarily laid down His life for His
brethren; and greater love hath no man
than this.

We sang at the opening of the ser-

vices this afternoon "Worthy the

Lamb." Yes, indeed, praise, and honor,

and glory, and power will be unto the

Lamb forever and ever. But when He
comes again it will not be as a Lamb,
although He is still without blemish

and without spot—the spotless Lamb of

God—but He will come as the King of

kings, to sit on the throne of His an-

cestor David, and to rule and reign

from the rivers to the ends of the earth.

He will come in triumph, and in power,

and the kingdom will be built up to
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Him, and the people will be prepared

for His coming through the ordinances

which He has revealed and the spirit

which He ia pouring out. He will come
"the second time without sin un-

to salvation." We are building

up this Church to Jesus Christ,

our Redeemer, who died for us
that we might be redeemed from the

effects of the fall; that as through the

transgression of our first parents' death
came into the world, which is the wageb
of sin, so by the perfect righteousness

and atonement and voluntary death
of our Redeemer we shall all be raised

from the dead, every one of Adam's
race, and appear before the Judgment
Seat, and give an account of our own
acts. By faith in Jesus Christ, and
obedience to His Gospel, we shall be
cleansed from our sins, and by repen-
tance and baptism they shall be blotted
out through the atonement and good
works of Jesus our Redeemer and Sav-
ior of the world. These simple truths
should be impressed and stamped upon
every soul in the Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-day Saints. We wor-
ship the Father in His name. We bow
to Him. The priesthood that we hold
is a priesthood after the order of the
Son of God. We minister in His name.
We minister by the power and influenct
which He has sent down from the heav-
ens. Joseph Smith the prophet was»
His servant, His mouthpiece, and he
received from Jesus Christ all the light,

intelligence, and truth there is mani-
fested in the records that we have.

I wish to bear my testimony to this
congregation that Jesus Christ is still

^vith His people, with His priesthood,
with His servants upon whom He has
conferred authority to minister in His
name. Every key of power and authority
given to the Prophet Joseph Smith has
been handed down to his successors,
and is now vested in the man who
stands at our head. President Joseph
F. Smith, who is the lawful successor
of his ancestor, and who is clothed with
the povs^er and authority of his calling.
The Lord is with him, and His powei
is around about him; and when the
Lord Jesus Christ desires to make any-

thing more manifest for the govern-
ment of His church (for this is His.

church) He will reveal it through His
servant who is appointed for that pur-
pose. His spirit permeates the whole
church, and all of the people receive of
it according to their faith and their
faithfulness, their diligence, and their
persistence in seeking after it. There
are some of my brethren and sisters,
I^a^m sorry to say, who are not diligent
in seeking after these things. The
Lord is near unto every one of us, foi
in Him we live, and move, and havt
our being. We can seek Him; we can
ask and receive; we can seek and find;
we can knock and the door will bw
opened to us; and every comfort and
blessing pertaining to the everlasting
Gospel enjoyed at any period of thi.
viorld's history can be enjoyed today.
But they must be sought after by the
prayer of faith, and by diligence, obedi-
ence, and by being in harmony with
Jesus Christ our living head. His
spirit will permeate the Church. His
spirit will prompt His people if the>
will be obedient to His laws. These
prophecies which Brother John Henry
Smith read to us this afternoon from
the fifty-ninth section'of the "Doctrim.
and Covenants" are of great import-
ance, and there are blessings promised
predicated upon obedience to these
laws. Read what the Lord has prom-
ised to US if we will keep these com-
mandments. There will indeed be bless-
ings not a few, and revelations in the
time thereof; for God is a God of revb-
iation, and His spirit is a spirit of rev-
elation, and He and Jesus Christ and
the Holy Ghost do not change. They
are the same yesterday, today, and foi-

ever; and they are not afar off. Thej
do not count distance as we do. Wt.
can ask and receive, and while we arc
asking we can be receiving. The tirnt
is to come, according to ancient prophe-
cy, when before we have done asking
we shall receive, because we shall bi
brought into such close harmony with
the powers that are on high. This is

what we need in our homes; to have thb
spirit of Christ in our hearts, to be
kind, forebearing and charitable, to
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love one another, to seek to bless all

mankind and not curse, and to be pa-

tient. When we are reviled against,

when our enemies speak evil of us,

when they try to do us injury, wc
should possess our souls in patienct

and wait for the Lord to move. Thost-

who will not repent we should leave in

His hands. We have no desire to do in-

jury to any living- being-. I know that

this is the spirit of Christ, and that we
should cherish it. We should not de-

sire to curse or to retaliate, but to

bless and to do good, to build up and
not to destroy. If we will seek for

this spirit, realizing- that Christ is our
living head, and that our brethren wht
are called to labor in our midst are
His servants, and we are all building
up a thurch to Christ and should pat-

tern after Him in all His perfections

as far as we can, peace will be in our
minds and in our hearts, and the pow-
er of God will be upon the elders in

carrying the Gospel to the ends of the
earth, and the Lord will bear them
up and bring them off more than con-
querors.

While thinking about the great bless-

ings we are enjoying, the splendid con
dition of the Church, financially and
spiritually, the means that are being
employed for the extension of the work
and for providing employment, the

thought came to my mind, supposing it

were not so; supposing that instead of

our hearing these comforting and en-

couraging reports and learning how the

work is prospering, and spreading
forth, and on what solid foundations
the Church is being reared, and how
everything is smiling and pleasant, vrir

should hear another story—that clouds
were coming over us, that it was a day
of trial,a day of temptation, a day when
we are to be proven, a day when it

would seem almost as though the Lord
had forsaken us, like it was with Jesus
when He was nailed to the cross. "My
God, My God, why hast thou forsaken
me," was His cry. Not that God had
forsaken Him, but He left Him to bear
the brunt, that He might feel the pain,

that He might understand the anguish,
that He might comprehend how people
fee] u ben they are in sorrow, that He

might be touched with a feeling for out

infirmities, because He bore the pains of

us all. Supposing that we should be
in such a condition, should we falter,

should we fail, should we shrink? No,
my brethren and sisters, we should
stand firm in the liberty wherewith God
has made us free. We should stand in

our lot and place. We should be ready
to labor for Zion, to carry the Gospel
forth to the nations of the earth, to la-

bor at home, to do anything and every-
thing that we can, in joy or in sorrow,

in prosperity or in adversity, in times
that are good and times that appear to

be bad. We should always be on hand,

in season and out of season, ready to

perform our duty to the very best of

our ability; and if we will do that God
will fight our battles. And if clouds do

arise and sometimes difflculties and

barriers appear to be raised in our

way, God has the power and will exer-

cise it to sweep them out of our path.

"Zion will rise and shine, and the glory

of God will be seen upon her, and

kings will come to her light, and gen-

tiles to the brightness of her rising,"

as the prophets of old have predicted.

The Lord has to do with those things

that are temporal as -well as those thai

are spiritual; for He has declared that

"for brass He will bring gold, and for

stones iron, and for iron He will bring

silver," and He will beautify Zion and

cause her to shine and be made glori-

ous. He will convert unto her the

abundance of the riches of the earth;

for they are all the Lord's, and thh

Lord has an interest in the earth He

has made. He fashioned it. He made it

with His hands. As we sing sometimes,

"His hands prepared the dry land; the

sea is His and He made it." The cat-

tle upon a thousand hills are His, and

the fullness of the earth and the pre-

cious things (as we look upon them)

are His, and He can convert them and

will do it to our good when we an

ready to use them properly. The Lord

is in the temporal as well as in the

spiritual things of His kingdom, and

will be if we keep His commandments
and seek to sanctify them in His ser-

vice. That is the point. As with Him,
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all things will be spiritual to us, if we

use them to the glory of God and the

benefit of our fellow creatures.

I rejoice with all my soul in the

midst of this congregation this after-

noon. I have spent many years "in this

glorious ministry, and the Lord has

blessed me, strengthened and supported

me, and has prolonged my days. All

I am andi all I have are His, and I de-

sire to devote them still to His service,

to- labor for the salvation of mankind,

the living and the dead; to work undei

the direction of Jesus Christ, our Lora,

and His servants whom He has ai>-

pointed to minister for Him. I praise

Him with all my soul this afternoon foi

His mercies. I magnify His holy name.

I bear my testimony that Jesus is the

Christ, the Savior of the world, and

that through Him and by Him tht.

worlds were made, and through Hin^

and by Him they will be redeemed, and

light and truth will prevail and dark-

ness and evil will be overcome. Satan

will be bound and mankind will be re-

deemed from his thrall; the Christ will

reiffn over the earth, and those who
are true and faithful unto Him will

reign with Him in glory. May the

peace and blessing of God abide with

us all, for Christ's sake. Amen.

AUDITING COMMITTEE'S REPORT.

President Smith then read the follow-

ing report of the auditing committee

appointed at the last semi-annual con-

ference.

Salt Lake City, Utt. .x, April 4, 1906.

President Joseph F. Smith and Coun-
selors, Salt Lake City.

Dear Brethren—We, the committee
appointed to audit the accounts of the
Church for the year 1905, beg leave
to report as follows:
We have examined the accounts of

the Trustee-in-Trust, and are pleased
to say that they are kept in a very
btisiness-like manner, that the me-
chanical part is very well done, and
that as a matter of bookkeeping they
leave nothing to be desired.
We have also examined the ac-

counts of the Presiding Bishop's office,

together with the auxiliary accounts
which are reported to that office.
These accounts cover a very wide

range, as you are aware, dealing with
every stake president and bishop in
tlie Church; and also dealing, as they
do, with things other than cash, there
is a large amount of labor and a great
degree of technical knowledge of book-
keeping and executive ability involved
in properly keeping them, and we are
pleased to say that we found every-
thing in a very satisfactory condition.
The accounts are as accurately kept
as those of any bank or mercantile in-
st-itution of a high order. We also
noted that the presidents of stakes and
bishops of Avards are so fully instruct-
ed in reference to the care of the
revenues of the Church which come
into their hands that there is a very
k-.mall percentage of loss or wa.ste, and
the accounting is made on an intelli-
gent and comprehensive basis.
We also audited the books of the

Deseret News, and found that the ac-
counts have been kept with care and
accuracy. The Deseret News, in our
judgment, is ably and judiciously man-
aged, and the business is in a prosper-
ous condition.

It gives us pleasure to report to you
finally, that the accounting in the dif-
ferent departments leaves no room for
criticism, and .so pleased were we with
the condition in which we found things
that our labors have occasioned us
great satisfaction.
The purposes for which disburse-

ments of the tithing revenues have
been made are exclusively for the use
and benefit of the various interests of
the Church, and therefore meet with
our commendation and approval. "We
are satisfied from our investigations
that the financial affairs of the Church,
under the direction of the First Pipsi-
dency, have been conducted in a most
conservative and economical manner.

Your Brethren,
RUDGER CLAWSON.
W. W. RITER,
•CHARLES W. NIBLEY,
A. W. CARLSON,

Members of the Auditing Committee.

President Smith repeated a former
statement that any tithe-payer who
is dissatisfied wnth the manner in which
disbursements are made has the privi-

lege of inspecting the Church records at
any time.

The question of accepting the report

of the committee was put to the con-
ference by President Lyman with the

result that the report was accepted
unanimously.

The choir, with soloists, sang, "Why
Do the Nations Rage."


