
SECOND DAY.

Saturday, October 6, lo a. m.
Conference was called to order

by President Joseph F. Smith.

The choir and congregation sang
the h} nm :

How firm a foundation, ye Saints of the
Lord,

Is laid for your faitli in His excellent

word !

\\'hat more can He say than to you He
hath said.

You who unto Jesus for refuge have
iled ?

T'rayer was offered bv Patriarch ,

David McKay.
The choir and congregation sang

the hymn commencing

:

Praise to the man who communed
with Jeliovah I

Jesus anointed that Prophet and
Seer

—

Blessed to open the last dispensation

;

Kings shall extol him and nations
revere.

ELDER GEORGE TEASDALE.

"A marvelous work and a wonder."

—

Integrity and heroism of the 19th cen-

tury martyrs.—Possibility' of commu-
nion with Heaven.—Rewards for

faithfulness.
—"Who's on the Lord's

side?"

In looking upon this vast congre-

gation, my soul is filled with

thanksgiving and praise to Al-

mighty God that I have the priv-

ilege of being numbered among
you, my beloved brethren and sis-

ters,—members of the Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,

which He, in His wonderful provi-

dence, has established upon the

earth in these last davs.

I do not know that I can express
the feelings of jo}' that are in my
bosom occasioned by having this

|)rivilege of gazing upon the fea-

tures of my beloved fellow labor-

ers. I realize the truth of the say-

ing of the Apostle : "We know that

we have passed from death unto
life, because we love the brethren."

J have an inex])ressible afifection

for you, my brethren and sisters, es-

]3ecially those who have been
through the tribulations and diffi-

culties that have been endured b\'

so many of this people. After ovei

fiftj-three years experience in this

Church, 1 can solemnly bear my
testimony that this work in which
we are engaged is indeed the

"marvelous work and a wonder"
that was spoken of by the prophet
Isaiah in these words: "h'orasmuch
as this i)eople draw near me with
their mouth, and with their lips do
honor me, but have removed their

hearts far from me, and their fear

toward me is taught by the precept

of men ; therefore, behold I will

proceed to do a marvelous work
among this people, even a marvel-

ous work and a wonder; for the

wisdom of their wise men shall

perish, and the understanding of

their prudent men shall be hid." I

bear my testimony that we are en-

gaged in that wonderful work, that

marvelous work. It has come to

us in our individual lives and his-

tory. It commenced with the

Prophet Joseph and Oliver Cow-
dery, the two first Apostles of this

last dispensation. And now to see

this vast congregation and to think

of the numbers that are in the
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world who have been brought into

covenant with (iod, through the

waters of baptism, to serve Him
and keep His commandments, we
realize what a glorious blessing this

everlasting Gospel is to us individ-

ually. The Lord has gathered us

from the various nations where we
were born; He sent the Gospel to

us, and by His power we were con-

verted. He brought us into His
Church ; He opened up the way for

our gathering to Zion ; and He has
taught us the ])rinciples of ever-

lasting life. He gave us a living

testimony ; and has sustained us bv
His matchless love. Individually

we can say this, and praise the Lou I

for His goodness unto the cliildsen

of men. I thank God for the

Prophet Joseph, and for the Patri-

arch Hyrum. When 1 think of

their integrity, their nobility of

character, how true and faithful

they were to the principles of eter-

nal life, and how true to each other,

I say in my heart: thank God for

such men. In my mind's eye I cai;

see the glorious benefits that have
been brought to pass through these

servants of God. They were fillcti

with integrity, and although they

preached an unpopular doctrine,

were persecuted on every hand,
were found fault with, ridiculed

and derided, and were looked upori

as deceivers of the people, yet the

truth really is that God raised them
up to usher in the dispensation ol

the fulness of times. 1 think of

the time when they were cruelly

martyred because of their love for

God and the principles of eternal

life. I think of them as their spirits

left their bodies, clasped in each
other's arms in the holy and pure
aflfection of everlasting brother-

hood. They attained the highest

honor which man can secure in this

life, for they had been true and

faithful to God, and finally laia

down their lives for their testunony,

and hence was insured to them
eternal life and happiness, even the

highest degree of glory possible for"

man to attain. They stood by ev-

ery principle that the Lord had re-

vealed from the Heavens, and were
true and faithful at all times. But
their nnirdercrs, what of them?
While they had exalted the mar-
tyrs to an endless crown, they had
consigned themselves to an ever-

lasting hell, for they had shed the

Ijlood of innocence, for which there

is no forgiveness.

I am thankfvd that I have had
the privilege of being acquainted
with some of the ]irophets. 1 have
enjoyed the acquaintance of Brig-

ham Young. John Taylor, Wilfora
Woodruff. Lorenzo Snow, and our
present l)eloved President, Joseph
I*". Smith. 1 have had the privilege

of being associated with these men,
and I know most assuredly that

they were and are men of God

;

that the}' were chosen by the Lord
before the foundation of the earth

for the fulfilment of His purposes

;

for known unto God are all things

from the beginning. He is doing
His own work and accomplishing
His own purposes in our redemp-
tion. Lie has given us the ])rivilege

of worshiping Him according to-

the. dictates of our conscience. Un-
der the government established

through the most glorious constitu-

tion that was ever given to mortal
man, we have the privilege and
right to worship God according to-

the dictates of our own conscience,

allowing everyone else to do the

same.

I often think how highly I am fa-

vored as an individual in being a

member of the Church of Christ r

that I am called by His name, ancf

that I have taken up my cross to-
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work out my salvation, in connec-
tion with those who are gathered
together at this conference and
throughout the world. I wish I

'could express my feelings fully this

morning, but it has not been given

unto me to have power to express

my gratitude to God for the school-

ing and experience He has giver

me since I was born in the flesh. I

am deeply grateful for that school

ing and experience, for it has deliv-

ered me from the enemy, it has
given me eyes to see and ears to

hear, and an understanding heart.

I do know most assuredly that the

promise of the Son of God is true,

wherein He says ; "He who will

do the will of the Father shall

know of the doctrine." I know of

the doctrine, for the Lord has re-

vealed it unto me, and I also know
that when he said ; "Ask and you
shall receive, seek and ye shall find,

knock and it shall be opened unto

you" He declared true and correct

principles.

It is possible for us to commune
with the Heavens. You who are

faithful know that God lives, be-

cause you have cbmmuned with
Him

;
you know that He hears your

prayers and petitions
;
you know

that He sustains you and that He
•overrules things for your benefit.

I prize this testimony because it has

delivered me from the darkness that

covers the earth, and the gross

darkness that characterizes the

minds of the people generally. Mv
•eyes have been opened to see the

glory of the principles of eternal

life, and likewise to see the false-

"hood, the superstition and vain tra-

ditions of man-made systems. Why
I should have been chosen out of

my father's house, and been per-

mitted to enjoy the experiences and
"blessings that have come to me, I

•can hardly understand. I believe.

however, that I am one of the de-

scendants of the patriarchs of the
house of Israel, unto whom prom-
ises were made. A promise was
given unto the ancient servants of

God that the word of the Lord
shall ever be given unto them and
to their seed and their seed's seed.

This promise is given unto all who
are faithful in magnifying the Mel-
chisedek and Aaronic Priesthoods.

In the restoration of the Aaronic
Priesthood we have the opportunity
of magnifying our callings as Dea-
cons, Teachers, Priests, Bishops, or
Bishops' Counselors. In the res-

toration of the higher Priesthood,

we have the privilege of magnify-
ing the Melchisedek Priesthood, as

Elders, Seventies, High Priests,

Patriarchs, or Apostles, as the case

may be. This is what the Lord has
done for us, and for all the world
if they will accept of His doctrine

as we have done. We have come
out of the world, however, and ac-

cepted the doctrine of the Father,

and the efficacy of the precious

blood of Christ ; we believe that the

observance of these principles of

the everlasting Gospel will sane-

tifv us and give us fellowship with
God.

I am thankful that I have the

privilege of being a member of the

church of Christ. I live in a cer-

tain ward and I am subject to my
Bisho]:), like all other members of

the ward ; and I trust that I am in

good standing, in full fellowship.

I realize that if T am in good stand-

ing and full fellowship in the

Church of Christ, I am entitled to

certain privileges that those who
are not in good standing do not

have. If we are not,^then it is time

that we repent and turn unto the

Lord with full purpose of heart,

and love Him, our Creator, with all

our might, mind and strength. I
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oinderstand there are two vital

principles in the everlasting Gos-
pel, one is faith and the other is

love. I believe that if we will live

Tip to the principles of the Gospel V
will increase and develop our af-

fection, and that we will grow in

grace, in 'faith, and in the knowl-
edge of God, whom to know is

eternal life. Now all may attain to

this. As a member of the Church
I have this privilege, and if I ac-

cept of His doctrine I belong to

Him, and I will be one of the

Lord's own because I have accept-

ed His message. What is His
message? His message to all the

world is to worship the living r.nd

true God and Jesus Christ wliom
He has sent. We should repent
and turn from the error of our
ways, overcome our weaknesses,
•cease to do evil and learn to do
well. Then we have the privilege

•of baptism by immersion for the re-

mission of sins, for the fulfilment

•of all righteousness, that we ma_v

"be born of the water; and having
submitted to this principle we are

sanctified through the precious

"blood of Christ ; and having become
thus sanctified our bodies are tem-
ples for the Holy Ghost. It is a

curious thing to me that the inhab-

itants of the world reject these

principles. Is there anything bet-

ter under the Heavens? These
principles, however, should be man-
ifest in our faithfulness in perform-
ing every duty devolving upon us.

We should always attend our sac-

rament meetings, our quorum
meetings, etc. We should strive to

work out our own salvation anc]

make our calling and election sure.

That is how I understand it, and it

seems to me that it is very simple.

It is a straight and narrow path

that leads to eternal life, and it is

made plain to the comprehension

of every son and daughter of God
who desires to walk therein. The
question is : Do we want these

principles? Do we want the estab-

lishment of righteousness on the

earth? Do we w^ant to be filled

with the love of God ? Do we want
to make a record that shall give us
satisfaction when we have passed
through this probationary stage?

My beloved brethren and sisters,

I rejoice in these principles be-

cause I know they are true; they

are simple and easy to be under-
stood. The Lord has given us un-
derstanding, and we hear from this

pulpit the reason why we should
love God and keep His command-
ments is that we may attain to a

glorious resurrection and eternal

life; that when the Lord Jesus
Christ shall appear we shall be

prepared to meet Him, and asso-

ciate with Him. I would say to my
beloved brethren and sisters, let us

repent of all our evil doing, and
fault finding ; let us mind our own
business ; let us seek to work out
our own salvation ; let us be very

careful of this precious soul that

God is striving to redeem. He has
given us our agency, and we can
accept just what we please; if we
choose to accept righteousness it is

open for us ; if we choose to accept

unrighteousness, we can do so.

Now, my brethren and sisters,

whose side are we on? You know
we sing sometimes : "Who's on
the Lord's side?" As a member of

this Church I hope I am, and I

hope I have sense enough to per-

form my duty. • I hope to have the

fellowship of the Spirit to instruct

me, to show me what is necessary

for me to do and accomplish in all

the affairs of life, whether spiritual

or temporal.

There is to be a certain routine in

which the Kingdom will be estab-
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lished. \Ve are preaching the Gos-
pel of the Kingdom, and preparing
the people for the coming of the

Lord Jesus Christ, our glorious

King in Zion. I ho])e that, during

the few remaining years I liave to

live to fill up the days of my pro-

bation, that I may possess the same
Spirit and blessings I have enjoyed
ever since I embraced this (lospel.

The Lord has blessed me, arid filled

my soul with unspeakaljle joy. He
has blessed me in the opportunities

that I have of being associated with
the highest order of intelligences

that dwell upon His footstool, men
who are devoted to the establish-

ment of His Kingdom on the

earth. The Lord knows their

hearts, and He will bless and pro-

tect them. He has set His hand to

establish His Church and Kingdom
upon the earth, and He is going to

do it. His work is rolling on in its

majesty, accomplishing the pur-

poses for which it was instituted,

and it will continue to do so until

the wicked are overthrown, and the

righteous shall dwell upon the earth

in that glorious Millennium of a

thousand vears. Amen.

ELDER RUDGER CLAWSON.

Utah fulfills the prophecy of Isaiah.

—

-A. striking example of transformation.
—Zion will continue to flourish.—The
Lord's favored people should lie

faithful.

lirethren and Sisters : I desire to

make myself heard b\' this large

congregation and to increase the

volume of ray voice, possibly, as I

progress in my remarks.

Are we not a blessed ])eople. and
is there any member of the Church
that is so blind as not to be able to

recognize the orovidences of the

Lord in His hand-dealing with thi^

people ? What do we witness this

morning? Why, the hosts of Israel

have come up to worship the Lord.
For this purpose they have come
from the most distant corners and
recesses of Zion,—that beautiful

Zion of which we have heard dur-
ing this conference, and of which
we hear at all our conferences.
You will remember, brethren and
sisters, that Isaiah, that mighty
prophet of Israel, looking down
through the centuries twenty-six
hundred years, makes use of lan-

guage something like this: (speak-
ing of Zion) "And the wilderness
and the solitary place shall be glad
for them ; and the desert shall .re-

joice, and blossom as the rose. It

shall blossom abundantly, and re-

joice even with joy and singing. . .

for in the wilderness shall waters
break out, and streams in the des-

ert; and the parched ground shall

become a pool, and the thirsty land
springs of water." Speaking of the
same thing in a little different lan-

guage, he says: "For the Lord
shall comfort Zion : He will com-
fort her waste places ; and he will

make her vvilderness like Eden, and
her desert like the garden of the
Lord

; joy and gladness shall be
found therein, thanksgiving and the

voice of melody." Now, I submit
that anybody who is looking for

Zion must ex])ect to find at least

two very essential features : first,

he must look for a wilderness and a
solitary place, which shall after-

wards become like the garden of

Eden, and shall blossom as the

rose. In the year 1847, ^ small
band of pilgrims, headed by Urig-
ham Young and consisting of 143.

men, three women, and two chil-

dren, entered the Salt Lake valley.

They stood at that time upon the

soil of Mexico, but they took pos-
session of the countrv for and in


