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lion to fulfill, every one of them.
They were all prepared of God to

do the work assigned them, and
they all did it, and did it well. Not-
withstanding the differences and
peculiarities of their minor charac-

teristics, there were some certain

things in which they were all alike,

namel}^, their love for the truth,

their faith in God, their willingness

to listen to His word, their uncom-
promising devotion and integrity to

God and His work, their full belief

in the divine calling of the Prophet
Joseph. These characterized them
all, and God was with them,

and He enabled them to accomplish

the work which He called them to

do. I want to bear this testimony

and I do so because I know it is

true. I know further, that God will

remain with us if we will be true to

Him ; and more than this, I know
that He is abundantly capable of

taking care of His work. At the

same time we must do our part ; do
it in love, in faith, in zeal, and then

the blessing of God will follow and
His purposes will be accomplished.

We none of us need to be afraid,

my brethren and sisters, for God's

work will orevail. The truth is

mighty, and it will prevail. May
we all remember this and act as

though we believed it, and consci-

entiously do our part, bearing the

portion of the responsibility that

rightly belongs to us, all to the

glory of God, as He will have it, for

it belongs to Him. This is mv
prayer, through Jesus our Re-
deemer. Amen.

ELDER J. GOLDEN KIMBALL.

My brethren and sisters, I hope

you have confidence in me, and

that I can hold your attention for

a few moments. I feel happy, just

as happy as a man can feel with
the rheumatism.

I have been thinking, not only

today, but during this conference

of a testimony that my father bore
when he was fifty-four years old,

and it gives me a great deal of
pleasure to know that I am now
fifty-three years of age and have
the same testimony that he had—

-

not one whit's difference ; that I

have a knowledge of the truth of

the Gospel. I have been taught it

from my youth, just as I was
taught in early days that a peach
grew on a peach tree. I believe I

have just as much knowledge of a

peach now as the most scientific

man in the world. I can tell a peach
when I see it, and a peach tree ; but
I cannot for the life of me tell how
that peach grows on a peach tree,

and neither can you. Now, there

are many things about this work
that I do not comprehend, but be-

cause I cannot tell it all it does not

prove that it is not true. I have
studfed the history of this Church,
and I testify that this is the Lord's

work, that He has given unto us

Proohets and Apostles, the Holy
Ghost, and all the gifts and bless-

ings of the Gospel, and that we
have been led' by inspired men.

I now want to ask you Latter-

day Saints if you have counted the

cost of establishing this Church?
Have you considered what it has

cost thousands of men and women
who have been valiant in the truth

and died in the faith ? The country

is fairly strewn with the bodies of

our people from Salt Lake City to

the east. Construction is very dif-

ficult, destruction is easy. Ordinary

men can criticize and destroy. It

has required much sacrifice to es-

tablish this Church.
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I feel grateful this day, my
brethren and sisters, that I have
the confidence of my brethren ; I

must have it or I would not have
been called to address you. I want
also the confidence of the Saints.

I say, God save the people ; what
can we do without them ? The Lord
can accomplish great things, but

He wants the people, and He will

never be satisfied till He secures the

hearts of the children of men.
I desire to call attention to a

thought that is in my mind; it is

not new, however. I desire to ad-

vise the Latter-day Saints to stop

selling their inheritances. I call

your atention to the fact that this

earth is your habitation ; that this

earth is your heaven, or will be.

This earth is hell too, and there is

a big lot of people in this hell now

;

their lives are such that this earth

is of that character to them. They
have no peace of mind, no rest of

body, and I pity them. This earth

is your habitation while you are in

the flesh. If this earth is to be

your heaven, I think you had bet-

ter have an inheritance here, don't

you? I do not believe the doctrine

for one minute that you people, or

myself (and I think I am as good
as some of you), are going immedi-

ately after death to the arms of Je-

hovah. It will take some of us a

long time to get there. You had
better be very good and take care of

this earth.

My father had an inheritance in

Independence, Missouri, and it has

never been sold by him or his heirs

to any living man. The time will

come, as sure as the Lord reigns,

when father will claim that inheri-

tance. He had an inheritance in

Salt Lake City, on the hill, a whole

block, including where the Lafay-

ette school is now built. I was born

\-r^ aie Kimball mansion which now
r'^iids on the same locality. I have-

a small place on that block, at least

large enough to bury me in, and it

is about all I can do to hold it.

Why ? Because they tax me almost
more than human nature can en-
dure ; and the end is not yet ! Are
you going to get frightened and
run away somewhere? Are you
going to sell out your inheritance

every time you meet a difficulty?

If the pioneers had done that they
would have been going yet ; but
they stopped in this barren waste,

and they made it habitable for you
and me. I tell you, God is not
pleased with some of this people,

because they are selling their inher-

itances for a mess of pottage. I

sold part of mine, and I confess

that the money went through my
fingers like water through a sieve.

I don't know where it went, but I

know I haven't got it. That is ex-
actly what will happen to every Lat-
ter-day Saint who sells his inheri-

tance. The Lord wants you to stay
in this country; He does not want
you to break for the woods. You
have a right to every particle of
land that you can secure legiti-

mately and pay the taxes on.

Now, I am going to give you a
little fatherly advice, and I believe

you won't take it. I advise the Lat-

ter-day Saints, as Brother Smoot
did, to take up and secure the waste
land throughout the State of Utah,
and other sections where Latter-day
Saints reside. If the Saints will

keep the commandments of God, if

they will raise grain enough, build

up cities, and emigrate the people

we are converting in the world,
eliminate selfishness and avaricious-

ness, and divide up the land and
make homes for the people ; if they

will bless the land and dedicate it
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to the Lord, let our friends come
in here, and leave our gates open

to the strangers, the bowels of the

earth will be opened, and there will

be produced therefrom riches more
than we can contain. The time will

come when the strangers will have

little use for their money, they will

come to this people for bread, and

we will feed them and treat them
kindly, notwithstanding some of

them have acted miserably mean.

Do you believe that doctrine? My
father predicted it years ago, and
some people are laughing over it

now. I have heard some of them
pooh-pooh it; but I stand as a son

of my father, as a witness of the

Lord, and testify to you that the

time will come among this people

when it will be fulfilled.

Don't 3-0U go off in wild specu-

lation, or have part in wildcat

schemes. You are advised to raise

grain. .You had better secure an
inheritance

;
get your titles and pay

for the land. I say to you, in the

language of the Prophet Joseph {\
suppose I dare quote his words) :

"Be honest, be frank, and stop bow-
ing and scraping to Gentile sophis-

try." Go along and do your duty;

follow counsel, and preach the

Gospel to the nations of the earth.

See that this Gospel is preached to

every creature under heaven. I re-

peat to you the words of a prom-
ise made to my father, "Trouble not

thyself about thy families, for the

Lord will give them food and rai-

ment, houses and lands, fathers and
mothers, brothers and sisters, if you
will preach this word." God bless

you. Amen.

A baritone solo, "The Publican,'"

was splendidly rendered by Elder

Horace S. Ensign.
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I have been deeply impressed,

more than ever before, it seems to

me, with the magnitude of this

great work that we are engaged in

as Latter-day Saints, and I am filled

with wonder when I contemplate

the great army of workers who are-

engaged in this wonderful work
which our Father has set His hand
to do among the children of men.
When I view this great con-

gregation of Latter-day- Saints,

I am also filled with wonder and as-

tonishment at the enthusiasm that

seems to fill the hearts of the Lat-
ter-day Saints. I rejoice in that

work every day of my life, and I re-

joice in the companionship and
fellowship of the Latter-day
Saints ; for I feel proud that

I am numbered among them, as one
of those who have yielded obedi-

ence to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

We read in the Holy Scriptures

that, "Obedience is better than sac-

rifice, and to hearken than the fat

of rams." In this connection I am
led to review in my own mind the

great sacrifices that have been of-

fered by this people; how when the
Gospel first came to them and they
received the same, they were willing

to accept the testimony of humble
Elders of the Church, and in doing
so they, in many instances, ostra-

cized themselves from their com-
panions, from their fathers and
mothers, and others that were near
and dear to them, and ofttimes

made sacrifice of all their earthly

possessions. It meant that they

were broken up in their business af-

fairs ; it cost them their standing in

society, and they lost the good will

of their comoanions. And here at

home we are sometimes called upon
to make what might be termed sac-


