
ELDER RULON S. WELLS. 119

to the Lord, let our friends come
in here, and leave our gates open

to the strangers, the bowels of the

earth will be opened, and there will

be produced therefrom riches more
than we can contain. The time will

come when the strangers will have

little use for their money, they will

come to this people for bread, and

we will feed them and treat them
kindly, notwithstanding some of

them have acted miserably mean.

Do you believe that doctrine? My
father predicted it years ago, and
some people are laughing over it

now. I have heard some of them
pooh-pooh it; but I stand as a son

of my father, as a witness of the

Lord, and testify to you that the

time will come among this people

when it will be fulfilled.

Don't 3-0U go off in wild specu-

lation, or have part in wildcat

schemes. You are advised to raise

grain. .You had better secure an
inheritance

;
get your titles and pay

for the land. I say to you, in the

language of the Prophet Joseph {\
suppose I dare quote his words) :

"Be honest, be frank, and stop bow-
ing and scraping to Gentile sophis-

try." Go along and do your duty;

follow counsel, and preach the

Gospel to the nations of the earth.

See that this Gospel is preached to

every creature under heaven. I re-

peat to you the words of a prom-
ise made to my father, "Trouble not

thyself about thy families, for the

Lord will give them food and rai-

ment, houses and lands, fathers and
mothers, brothers and sisters, if you
will preach this word." God bless

you. Amen.

A baritone solo, "The Publican,'"

was splendidly rendered by Elder

Horace S. Ensign.

ELDEE RULON S. WELLS.

I have been deeply impressed,

more than ever before, it seems to

me, with the magnitude of this

great work that we are engaged in

as Latter-day Saints, and I am filled

with wonder when I contemplate

the great army of workers who are-

engaged in this wonderful work
which our Father has set His hand
to do among the children of men.
When I view this great con-

gregation of Latter-day- Saints,

I am also filled with wonder and as-

tonishment at the enthusiasm that

seems to fill the hearts of the Lat-
ter-day Saints. I rejoice in that

work every day of my life, and I re-

joice in the companionship and
fellowship of the Latter-day
Saints ; for I feel proud that

I am numbered among them, as one
of those who have yielded obedi-

ence to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

We read in the Holy Scriptures

that, "Obedience is better than sac-

rifice, and to hearken than the fat

of rams." In this connection I am
led to review in my own mind the

great sacrifices that have been of-

fered by this people; how when the
Gospel first came to them and they
received the same, they were willing

to accept the testimony of humble
Elders of the Church, and in doing
so they, in many instances, ostra-

cized themselves from their com-
panions, from their fathers and
mothers, and others that were near
and dear to them, and ofttimes

made sacrifice of all their earthly

possessions. It meant that they

were broken up in their business af-

fairs ; it cost them their standing in

society, and they lost the good will

of their comoanions. And here at

home we are sometimes called upon
to make what might be termed sac-
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rifices. We have a wonderful or-

ganization. Not only have we the

various organizations of the Church

as it has been divided into Statkes

and Wards, but we have also many
auxiliary orp'anizations, all of

which give plenty of occupation to

the laborers in Zion. We are called

upon to attend many meetings, and

to engage in many labors that seem

to be very irksome and tiring.

Sometimes we hear complaints

among the Latter-day Saints that

we have too many organizations,

too many meetings to attend, re-

quiring. too much of our time. We
have to do this and that, or neglect

those things that have been assign-

ed to us. Yet our brethren and sis-

ters willingly perform these' ser-

vices. There are some, however,

who do not do their duty willingly.

Frequently calls are made upon us

to go out into the world. Our sons

are called and sent out to preach the

Gospel to the nations of the earth.

This involves a great expenditure of

means. It involves a sacrifice, if it

is regarded from the worldly stand-

point. Yet our young men go will-

ingly, and their parents are proud

to have sons in the mission field.

They are proud to know that their

sons are laboring for the salvation

of the souls of the children of men.

I ask the question, Where in all the

world will vou find a people that

are willing to make these sacrifices

and render this service without pay,

present it as an offering unto the

Lord whom they adore ? I say they

are not to be found in all the world,

outside of the Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints.

I wish to call attention to the fact

that the laborer is worthy of his

hire, and those that labor for Zion

do not go without their reward.

They are the best paid of all men

and women upon -t-i-is earth, because
they have enlisted in the service of
the Most High, and He is the best

paymaster of all. You nor I can do
any service in the kingdom of
God without being amply paid.

What if we have forsaken father

and mother? What if we have giv-

en of our substance? It matters not.

The Savior said that He that would
not forsake father and mother,
wives and children, houses and
lands, for His name's sake, was not
worthy of Him; but he that will

forsake father and mother, houses
and lands, for His sake, shall re-

ceive in this world an hundred fold,

and in the world to come life ever-
lasting. So that those who do labor
for Zion should feel encouraged
that in doing so they will receive an
hundred fold. It matters not what
you may be called to do, whether it

be to preach this Gospel to the na-
tions of the earth or to labor at
home, God will reward you for your
labor. If you are called upon to
minister to the sick in the ward in

which you live, God will reward
you. If you are called upon to go
from house to house and teach the
Latter-day Saints, God will reward
you an hundredfold. You cannot
do anything for the kingdom of
God without receiving a reward, be-

cause sacrifice brings blessings, and
blessings are dependent upon that
which we do in the service of our
Master.

I was asked a question a short
time ago, I think it was in the
Woodruff stake of Zion, by one of
the brethren there. He had been
reading the Scriptures, and he
found the saying of James the

Apostle where it reads, "If any
among you are sick, let him call in

the Elders, and they will anoint
with oil, and the prayer of faith
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shall heal the sick. And if any
have sinned, their sins shall be for-

given them." He asked me the

question, "Whose sins w'll be for-

given?" I had never thought of

that before. The ordinance for the

healing of the sick has not been in-

stituted in the Church for the re-

mission of sins, but for the healing

of the sick. The ordinance which
has been instituted for the purpose

of obtaining remission of sins is

baptism, as we all understand. B jt

here is a promise that if any have
sinned, their sins shall be forgiven

them. At first I did not know how
to answer that question ; but after a

moment's reflection it came to ine

that anyone who received the Spirit

of God, their sins would be for-

given them. If we receive a remis-

sion of sins it will qualify us to

have the Spirit of God with us, and
the very fact that we do obtain it

is evidence that our sins have been

forgiven. It is for that reason that

"baptism has been instituted in the

Church, in order that we may. by

the laying on of hands, obtain ihe

Spirit of God, because that Spirit

cannot dwell in an unclean taber-

nacle. The one that is administer-

ed to, if he has the Spirit of the

Lord resting upon him so that he

may be healed by that ordinance,

his sins have been forgiven, and

the presence of God's Holy Spirit

bears witness of it.

My brethren and sisters, let us

labor for Zion ; for you cannot do

anything in the kingdom of G!>d,

magnifying your calling, enjoying

the Spirit which issues forth from

His divine presence, without havinr:

your sins remitted. And what a

ialessing that is ! It is better than

gold ; it is better than the riches of

this world. It is God's pay; it is

the best pay that any man can get.

God help us to be worthy of our
hire, is my prayer in the name of

Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER JOSEPH W. M'MURRIN.

My brethren and sisters, I cer-

tainly feel that I am very highly

honored to have the opportunity in

this great gathering of the Latter-

day Saints to lift up my voice, in

connection with my brethren, in

testimony of the glorious Gospel

of the Lord Jesus Christ. I am
impressed with a remark frequent-

ly made by the president of a mis-

sion under whom I at one time la-

bored, wherein he declared that no
one could do anything against the

work of God, but for it. This dec-

laration is in harmony with the

statement made by President

Smith at the opening of our con-

ference, that our Father in heaven,

in His loving kindness and mercy
frequently overturned the plans and
schemes of those who were opposed
to His work, and their thwarted ef-

forts result in the uplifting of the

Church, and the advancement of

His purposes among the children of

men. It is very remarkable how
futile have been the efl^orts of those

who have been arrayed against the

purposes of our Father in heaven.

Despite their opposition, advance-
ment has been made, growth day
by day, extension in power and
numbers, and, as we have heard al-

ready in this conference, we are

greater now than ever before. One
of the brethren made the declara-

tion that the close of each day
found the work of God stronger
than it was at the opening of the

day. This is true, and this will

continue to be our history.

A few years ago I was laboring


