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shall heal the sick. And if any
have sinned, their sins shall be for-

given them." He asked me the

question, "Whose sins w'll be for-

given?" I had never thought of

that before. The ordinance for the

healing of the sick has not been in-

stituted in the Church for the re-

mission of sins, but for the healing

of the sick. The ordinance which
has been instituted for the purpose

of obtaining remission of sins is

baptism, as we all understand. B jt

here is a promise that if any have
sinned, their sins shall be forgiven

them. At first I did not know how
to answer that question ; but after a

moment's reflection it came to ine

that anyone who received the Spirit

of God, their sins would be for-

given them. If we receive a remis-

sion of sins it will qualify us to

have the Spirit of God with us, and
the very fact that we do obtain it

is evidence that our sins have been

forgiven. It is for that reason that

"baptism has been instituted in the

Church, in order that we may. by

the laying on of hands, obtain ihe

Spirit of God, because that Spirit

cannot dwell in an unclean taber-

nacle. The one that is administer-

ed to, if he has the Spirit of the

Lord resting upon him so that he

may be healed by that ordinance,

his sins have been forgiven, and

the presence of God's Holy Spirit

bears witness of it.

My brethren and sisters, let us

labor for Zion ; for you cannot do

anything in the kingdom of G!>d,

magnifying your calling, enjoying

the Spirit which issues forth from

His divine presence, without havinr:

your sins remitted. And what a

ialessing that is ! It is better than

gold ; it is better than the riches of

this world. It is God's pay; it is

the best pay that any man can get.

God help us to be worthy of our
hire, is my prayer in the name of

Jesus Christ. Amen.

ELDER JOSEPH W. M'MURRIN.

My brethren and sisters, I cer-

tainly feel that I am very highly

honored to have the opportunity in

this great gathering of the Latter-

day Saints to lift up my voice, in

connection with my brethren, in

testimony of the glorious Gospel

of the Lord Jesus Christ. I am
impressed with a remark frequent-

ly made by the president of a mis-

sion under whom I at one time la-

bored, wherein he declared that no
one could do anything against the

work of God, but for it. This dec-

laration is in harmony with the

statement made by President

Smith at the opening of our con-

ference, that our Father in heaven,

in His loving kindness and mercy
frequently overturned the plans and
schemes of those who were opposed
to His work, and their thwarted ef-

forts result in the uplifting of the

Church, and the advancement of

His purposes among the children of

men. It is very remarkable how
futile have been the efl^orts of those

who have been arrayed against the

purposes of our Father in heaven.

Despite their opposition, advance-
ment has been made, growth day
by day, extension in power and
numbers, and, as we have heard al-

ready in this conference, we are

greater now than ever before. One
of the brethren made the declara-

tion that the close of each day
found the work of God stronger
than it was at the opening of the

day. This is true, and this will

continue to be our history.

A few years ago I was laboring
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as a missionary in the City of Bris-

tol, England, and at the invitation

of a Mr. White, a freethinker, who
had been very kind to the mission-

aries, I attended a lecture that was
deliv-ered by the great English

freethinker, Mr. Charles Brad-

laugh. The title of his lecture was,

"Is Christianity a persecuting re-

ligion?" and he made a very dismal

showing of what had been done in

the name of Christian religion. I

felt at the conclusion of his lecture

that he had demonstrated beyond

any question that dreadful per-

secutions had been carried
_

on

by sects professing to be Christian.

He did not show from the teach-

ings of the Lord Jesus Christ that

there was aught in the words which

had fallen from His lips that taught

any soul to persecute his fellows;

but he gave the history of various

denominations which, contrary to

the teachings and example of the

Redeemer, had engaged in persecu-

tion. An opportunity was given at

the close of the lecture to ask ques-

tions, and a young man arose in

the audience and presented a num-
ber of queries to this effect : "Were
not the early Christians very few

in number and of but slight influ-

ence and power in the world?" Mr.

Bradlaugh answered, "Yes." "Was
not the might, the power and the

wisdom of the great government

of Rome arrayed against that hand-

ful of Christians; and, in connec-

tion with the opposition of the gov-

ernment and its soldiery, were not

the religious prejudices of the age

arrayed in much bitterness and de-

termination against those early

Christians ?" Mr. Bradlaugh again

answered, "Yes." "Then," asked

the young man, "if you do not be-

lieve that Christianity is the religion

of the Lord Jesus, and that it was

founded and sustained by the mar-
velous power of God, how do yott

account for the failure of the men
who were arrayed in such over-

whelming numbers against this lit-

tle handful of Christians? How can
you explain the continuation of
Christianity and its spread among
the children of men?" I was very
much interested in that question,

and wondered what manner of an-
swer could be given by the great
infidel ; for I knew that the power
of God had been manifested in the
preservation of the early Christians.

Mr. Bradlaugh made this answer:
"The Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints has had a more
wonderful growth than the early

Christians, and that in the face of
the same manner of bitter hatred
and opposition ; do you believe that

God Almighty is answerable for

their preservation?" I did not feel

that this was any answer to the

question, but evidence that Mr.
Bradlaugh was unable to answer.
I felt that the young man might
have asked, had he been a member
of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints, Why has not the

Mormon Church been destroyed,

inasmuch as a similar power and
might has been arrayed against it,

and the decree, made time and
again, that its advancement should
be stayed? What answer can be
given ?

You who may have doubt con-
cerning the power of God in His
protection of the Latter-day Saints

and their wonderful preservation,

or concerning His hand dealings

with the early Christians, what an-
swer can be given to the query.

Why were not those early Chris-

tians destroyed? Why was not
the Church planted by the Redeem-
er Himself uprooted in the days of
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its infancy? And the same ques-

tion concerning' tlie Latter-day

Saints, wliy do we live? How is it

that, long before this present day,

"Mormonism" has not been de-

stroyed from the earth root and
branch? If we will study over the

matter, the answer will be made
clear to us, by the power and in-

spiration of the Holy Spirit, be-

cause God has organized this

Church ; because He is fulfilling

the promises that have been made
through the mouths of ancient

Prophets, that a work should be es-

tablished among men in the latter

days that never would be over-

thrown, nor be given to another
people.

We need not marvel or wonder
that we meet opposition, and mis-

representation, and that we are evil-

ly-spoken of, if God has establish-

ed us ; for the Savior Himself
taught the doctrine to His disciples,

"Ye are not of the world ; but I

have chosen you out of the world

;

therefore the world hateth you."
That is the only explanation that

can be given in truth to the opposi-

tion, the evil speaking, and hatred

that has followed this work. In

the same chapter of John's Gospel,

where the passage above is given,

we read, "But this cometh to pass,

that the word might be fulfilled that

is written in their law, They hated
me without a cause." That has al-

ways been the condition when the

truth of God has been assailed.

When men have tried to destroy

the work that He has planted it has

been without a cause in justice or

right. We ought to thank God ev-

ery day that in our own hearts we
know, if we are living in the light,

that this hatred and evil speaking

against us is without a just cause.

Thank God, truth will always live

and never can be destroyed. We
ought to be grateful, my brethren

and sisters, that this is the case, and
that we have been drawn into this

work, which is in very deed the

Gospel of the Son of God, the pow-
er of salvation to every soul who-
will receive it.

This is my testimony, and I know
that I speak the truth and lie not.

God bless you, my brethren and sis-

ters, in the name of Jesus Christ..

Amen.

ELDEE CHARLES H. HART.

My brethren and sisters, this is

entirely a new experience for me to

stand before so many people and
try to feed them the bread of life.

I have rejoiced with you in the

spirit and instruction of this con-

ference. I was particularly thrilled

by the narrative of President
Smith, in connection with his visit

to Carthage jail. Did you, my
brethren and sisters, ever visit for

the first time, or after the lapse of

many years, a spot where some
dearly beloved relative of yours
was buried? If you have, you can
realize how sacred and hallowed
those memories are which come to

a person in standing, after a long
absence, or for the first time, upon
such ground. And so with Presi-

dent Smith in standing, after an
interval of more than fifty years,

upon the spot where his beloved
uncle and father shed their blood
as a testimony to the divinity of

this work.

It occurred to me, in connection
with the account of the condition

of some of our j^oung people in the

City of Berlin, that something of

the same condition exists here at

home. How many young profes-


