
SECOND DAY.

Saturday, April 6th, 10 a. m.

Conference was called to order by
President Joseph F. Smith.
The choir and congregation sang

the hymn

:

How firm a foundation, ye Saints of the

Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent

word

!

What more can He say than to you He
hath said,

You who unto Jesus for refuge have
fled?

Prayer was offered by Elder Ju-
nius F. Wells.

The choir sang the hymn

:

Though deep'ning trials throng your
way,

Press on, press on, ye Saints of God

!

Ere long the resurrection day
Will spread its life and light abroad.

PRESIDENT JOHN R. WINDER.

Endorsement of Address to the World,
and President Smith's statements.

—

Fruits of "Mormonism."—Encourag-
ing condition in the Church, at home
and abroad.—Gratitude for many
blessings.

I feel very thankful, this morn-
ing, my brethren and sisters, that

the Lord has lengthened out my
days and permitted me once more
to meet with you in general con-

ference. I wish to join with our

President in extending heartfelt

greetings to you, my brethren and
sisters ; and congratulate you on

the blessings and privileges, and all

good things we are enjoying at the

present time. I feel very thankful

that the Lord has been so merciful

and kind to me personally, that he

has lengthened out my days six-

teen years beyond the limit that is

attributed to man—three score and
ten. You will agree with me when
I say that I have much cause to be
thankful to the Lord, for His mer-
cies and blessings and preserving
care.

It is needless for me to say to

you that I endorse the sentiments

expressed in the document that

was read to us yesterday morning.
I wish to add that I also endorse
all of the sentiments that were
spoken by our President in his

opening address to us. I am
heartily in accord with everything

he said in relation to the condition

of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints. In this con-
nection, I was reminded of an ex-

pression that was used by Presi-

dent Taylor, when he published a

newspaper in New York, many
years ago, that "It is better for us

to represent ourselves than to be
misrepresented by others."

Those of you who were present

at the concert in this Tabernacle
last evening, I think will join with
me when I say : What a beautiful

exhibition we had here ! Five or

six hundred children on this stand

singing the beautiful songs of

Zion ! I thought of the saying of

the Savior : "Do men gather grapes
of thorns, or figs of thistles?"

Then, as I gazed uoon these chil-

dren, I thought: These are fruits

of "Mormonism." Did you ever

see a finer lot of children grouped
together than you saw here last

evening on this stand? I never
did. It was inspiring to listen to

their trained and beautiful voices.

Again, as I thought of the fruits

of "Mormonism" which are pre-

sented here, gathered from the na-
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tions of the earth ; thousands of in-

dividuals who have obeyed the

Gospel of Jesus Christ and have
come to Zion.

I congratulate my brethren and
sisters on the success that is attend-

ing your efforts here at home, as

well as the brethren of the- priest-

hood who are scattered abroad in

the nations of the earth engaged in

missionary labors. It is encourag-

ing to hear and to know that pro-

gress is being made everywhere.
Wherever our elders are laboring,

much good is being done, and the

work at home is also progressing

and thriving. I rejoice, my breth-

ren and sisters, to be enabled to

join with you in the events that are

transpiring around us. I hope, if it

be the Lord's will, that He will ex-

tend my days a little longer, that I

may continue to rejoice with you in

seeing the work of the Lord pro-

gress in the earth.

God bless our President. I feel

in my heart to sustain and stand by
him ; and I am thankful to him for

the many blessings that he has ex-

tended towards me, and for the

courtesies and kindnesses I have
received and still receive from his

hands ; and I thank you all, my
brethren and sisters. I often won-
der why it is that I am receiving

so many courtesies and kindnesses
from my brethren of the Apostles,

and from all the Latter-day Saints

I may say.

I pray that the blessings of the

Lord may continue to be poured
out upon us. Help me O Lord, I

pray Thee, to be faithful and true

the remainder of my days, that,

when I have finished my work, I

may receive salvation in Thy king-

dom, is my prayer in the name of

Jesus. Amen.

ELDER REED SMOOT.

Endorsement of the Address to the

World.—Honesty and sincerity of the

Saints.—Charles Dickens' tribute to

"Mormon" emigrants.—Astounding ig-

norance among leading people con-

cerning "Mormonism."—Anxious to

have our doctrines and lives investi-

gated.—Ours an everyday religion.

—

Maxims given by a good mother to

her son.

My dear Brethren and Sisters, I

am exceedingly delighted to have

the privilege of attending this gen-

eral conference of the Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

I have listened to all that has been

said, and I am pleased to say that it

finds an echo in my heart, and I can

say "Amen" to all of the sentiments

so far expressed by the brethren

during this conference.

In connection with President

Winder, I testify to you that I am
in full accord with the sentiments of

the Address read yesterday, and ap-

proved by this conference.

I hope that, for the few minutes

I stand before you, I will be di-

rected and guided in what I shall

say by that same kind, charitable

spirit manifest in the remarks of

the previous speakers.

There is no place on this earth so

dear to me as our blessed State of

Utah, and there are no people I love

so well. I am proud of the fact

that I am a member of the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

I am also proud that I was born of

goodly parents, and I thank God
every day of my life that I was born
a member of His Church. I hope
and trust that our aim and desires

are to live as worthy and consistent

members of the Church, and that

we will be true and loyal to every


