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the earth, we are therefore a cos-

mopolitan people, and the mixture
has produced a race of men and
women gigantic in health and phy-

sical powers, as well as in moral

and intellectual development, and
their understanding of Gospel phi-

losophy. There was no cold, dead
response, no myth, no shadow in

the answers on Gospel philosophy

that were given this morning. Every
man and woman knew what they

were declaring. They understood
the questions they were answering.

They knew in their hearts that God
lives, and that Jesus is the Christ.

They also know that Joseph, the

prophet, through the inspiration of

the Almighty, brought to pass the

organization of the Holy Priesthood

upon the earth; that Zion is being
built up, and Israel is being gath-

ered, through the efforts of that

mighty prophet and those who have
followed him.

'

My brethren and sisters, I pray
the blessings of the Lord upon you.

I testify that the Gospel is true. I

know that my Redeemer lives. I

know that Joseph Smith was a

prophet of God, and that we are

being led under the prophetic influ-

ence of the Spirit of God today, by
His servants who preside over us.

Amen.

ELDER RULON S. WELLS.

The present conference has been

to me full of the deepest interest.

To my mind, this has been a mem-
orable occasion, one that has made
an impression upon the people, and
which, I believe, will make an im-

pression upon the world ; for, in the

declaration of principles that has

been adopted and approved by the

Latter-day Saints, in conference as-

sembled, is a plea for fair play, for

justice. It is a plea to the world
not to believe the misrepresenta-

tions that have been sent out by the

enemies of this people. It is the

protest of a great people against

being maligned by a world which
has been misled by unscrupulous

men and women. I echo the senti-

ment expressed, that it is better to

represent ourselves than to be mis-

represented by others. It appeals

to me that that is the proper thing

for us to do. I endorse with all my
heart the principles set forth in that

document. They are principles that

have been taught to me from my in-

fancy. They are not new to the

Latter-day Saints. It is something
that we do not need to deliberate

upon. The moment we heard the

declaration of these principles every

soul was ready and prepared to

vote upon the proposition. They
are principles that are dear to our

hearts. They have been revealed

from heaven in the dispensation in

which we live. I also endorse and
believe that all the good that has

been spoken of Zion and her people

is true. There are no better peo-

ple upon the face of the earth than

the Latter-day Saints, and whatever
superiority we have attained to is

the direct result of obedience to

these principles which our Father

has revealed unto us. While I be-

lieve these things with all my heart,

nevertheless there is danger that we
might think we have already at-

tained to so much excellence that

we should stop. I wish to bear wit-

ness that there is ample room for

improvement among the Latter-day

Saints, as well as in the world at

large.

The Gospel we have received is



44 GENERAL CONFERENCE.

the Gospel of repentance; and dur-

ing this conference, it seems to me,

a great deal of stress has been laid

upon that principle. Sometimes we
are prone to think that because we
have yielded obedience to the prin-

ciples of faith and repentance and
have received baptism by immer-
sion for the remission of sins, we
have no further need of repentance.

My brethren and sisters, we have
-daily need of this saving principle

of repentance. It should apply to

our daily lives. The one great rea-

son why the world does not accept

the message which is borne by the

missionaries of this Church is be-

cause they are not willing to prac-

tice the principle of repentance.

There seems to be a deep-seated

feeling among people—I mean the

higher class of people—that they

have no need of repentance. And
sometimes many of the Latter-day

Saints appear to think similarly.

The truth is, we all need repent-

ance, day by day, in the common,
ordinary walks of life. Repentance

is a saving principle, and we will

be saved through yielding obedi-

ence to that law. We are inspired

to it through the faith we have in

God our Eternal Father. Without
repentance we cannot grow spir-

itually, we cannot advance. It is

because we have to some degree re-

pented and turned away from evil

practices and bettered our lives,

that we can today point with pride

to the condition of the Latter-day

Saints as compared with other peo-

ple in the world. Repentance is

not simply a grieving and mourn-
ing over sin. It is something to in-

fluence us in every business trans-

action, in every dealing that we
have, in every labor we perform.

When we arise in the morning it

should be with a determination that

through our faith in the Lord we
are going to live in obedience to

His laws and commandments, that

we are going to apply the princi-

ple of repentance by turning away
from every evil deed; and if I deal

with my brother, that dealing will

be honest, and if I speak I will

speak the truth.

Some people have an idea that if

we become so religious that we
must take the Lord into considera-

tion in everything we do we will be-

come so holy and so good that no-

body can speak to us. People say,

"Oh, he is altogether too good,"
and he is referred to as "goody-
goody"—as if it were possible for

men to be too ?ood. I recollect

talking with a gentleman a short

time ago, and he referred to a cer-

tain individual as being altogether

too good. I asked him the ques-
tion, Is it possible for a man to be
too good ? Oh, yes, he said ; and
then he went on to describe a cer-

tain individual whom he knew, say-

ing that he was altogether too good.
He described a man who was some-
what fanatical, a sort of a bigot,

a sanctimonious hypocrite, and
called him "too good!" Why, that

is not goodness at all. A man can-

not be too good. Can a man be too

honest? No. Can a woman be too

virtuous? No. Neither can any-
one be too good. The trouble is,

none of us are good enough. So
we need to improve by a practice

of that saving principle of repent-

ance, that will eventually make us
like our Heavenly Father. If we
find that we are dealing in a way
that our Father will not approve of,

repent, because we are doing
wrong; and never stop repenting

until we can harmonize our con-
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duct with the will of our Father
in heaven. Repentance is a saving
law. We all have weaknesses, and
we may confess them freely; it is

good to do so. But we must not

glory in our weaknesses. We must
not think it possible for us to walk
too closely to the line. We should
be ambitious to become better every

day, by a practice of this principle.

Our prayers to the Father are a
practice in the principle of repent-

ance. If we go before Him in the

spirit of prayer, with broken hearts

and contrite spirits, the spirit of

repentance is with us. By prac-

ticing this principle we learn to

know ourselves; we behold our
weaknesses because we are trying

to overcome them, and as we be-

come conscious of them, and have
a desire to overcome them, we grow
stronger day by day.

The kingdom of God has been
likened to a city set upon a hill,

whose light cannot be hid. Such
will be and is the position of the

Latter-day Saints today. They are

as a city set upon a hill

whose light cannot be hid. Never
mind the calumny that goes abroad
in the land, never mind what peo-

ple think of us. I am not half so

much concerned in what they may
think of us as in what we must
think of ourselves, and what is the

truth in regard to our own condi-

tion. If we are living up to the

laws and commandments of God, if

we are dealing righteously one with
another, if we are practicing the

principles that the Lord has re-

vealed, our light will shine, and the

whole world will behold it. May
the Lord help us to be always on
the alert, always willing to improve,

always full of the spirit of repent-

ance, is my prayer, in the name of

Jesus. Amen.

EIDER BRIGHAM H. ROBERTS.

Of late years it has been the cus-

tom of the Church to publish in

pamphlet form the proceedings of

the annual and semi-annual confer-

ences of the Church, and I presume
that the present conference will be
no exception to that rule. I take it

for granted, therefore, that the im-

portant document presented by the

Presidency of the Church and ac-

cepted by the conference in behalf

of the Church will be published in

the proceedings of this conference.

It will find its way into the hands of

the Elders who are engaged in the

foreign ministry, and I doubt not

but it will furnish them with very

important data, by which they can

meet much of the misunderstanding
and some of the misrepresentation

that obtains in the world concern-

ing the work of the Lord in these

last days. In view of this probable

use of the document, I have it in

mind to make a supplemental con-

tribution, in the way of argument
and historical illustration of some
one or two points in it, which, while

it may not be of so very much in-

terest to you, may yet be of some
use to your sons and husbands who
are abroad in the world on missions.

You will remember that we ex-

press a desire in the document (and
I say "we" advisedly ; for while the

document is signed by the Presi-

dency of the Church, it -becomes
"ours" by reason of the unanimous
adoption of it in this conference) to

live at peace with all men. We de-

sire to live in peace and confidence

with our fellow-citizens of all politi-

cal parties and of all religions,

is the hope expressed. Then
attention is called to the fact that

there exists a doubt as to our abil-

ity to so live with our fellow-citi-


