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Here, then, is where we stand on

this question of the interpretation of

our doctrines—we insist upon our

own interpretation—we refuse 'to be

bound by the interpretation of oth-

ers, or by what they may consider

logical deductions from our beliefs
;

and in this position we are sustained

by the example of the great Cath-

olic Church ; by such authorities as

Macaula^ and Senator Hoar; and,

what is better still, by the reason-

ableness of the thing itself. And
now, placing our own interpreta-

tion upon our own doctrines, "We
deny," to use the language of the

Address read and adopted by this

conference
—"We deny that either

our belief in divine revelation, or

our anticipation of the coming king-

dom of God, weakens in any de-

gree the genuineness of our allegi-

ance to our country. When the di-

vine empire will be established, we
may not know any more than other

Christians who pray, "Thy kingdom
come, Thy will be done, in earth as

it is in heaven ;" but we do know
that our allegiance and loyalty to

country are strengthened by the fact

that while awaiting the advent of

the Messiah's kingdom, we are un-

der a commandment from God to

be subject to the powers that be, un-

til He comes "whose right it is to

reign."

These things may not be of so

much interest to you as some others

would have been, but I desired to

fet a statement of these principles

and arguments into the record of

this conference. May the Lord
bless them to the good of our cause,

is my prayer. Amen.

Sister Delia Daynes sang the sa-

cred solo, "Jerusalem."

ELDER JOSEPH W. M'MURRIN.

In standing up in the midst of

this great congregation I trust I

may be assisted by my Heavenly
Father to say such words as shall

be appropriate and profitable for

you to hear. In common with my
brethren, who have already ad-

dressed those who have assembled

in these conference meetings, I can

say that my heart has been made
happy, and I have felt in very deed

to praise the name of my Maker,
for giving me standing in the midst

of the Latter-day Saints, and for

giving me fellowship with my breth

ren with whom I am privileged to

labor. We believe, my brethren and
sisters, that our Father in heaven
has called us to the accomplishment
of a marvelous work. We feel sat-

isfied that we have not been led

astray, and that we are in no way
deluded in giving the Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-dav Saints

our allegiance. I can say as an in-

dividual that I could not discover

the truth of the work the world
calls "Mormonism" through the

teaching and persuasion and exam-
ple of my parents alone, although

my parents, before I was born up-

on the earth, had been convinced of

the truth of "Mormonism," and had
separated themselves from their

friends, and relatives, and country,

for the Gospel's sake. They were
filled with a strong desire that their

children might have faith in that

Gospel and system of religion that

had brought them from a far-off

land. I could not comnrehend the

truth of this work merely because

my parents had yielded obedience

to it, notwithstanding they were
very devout, and believed intensely

in the truth of "Mormonism," and
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they sought by every means within

their power to transmit to me a

knowledge of that truth, and to im-

press me with the fact that they had
planted their feet in the right path.

While I believed measurably in the

representations they made concern-

ing the principles of Mormonism,
because of the honesty of their lives,

their uprightness in every action

and in every labor to which they

set their hands, yet I could learn

that Mormonism was the power of

God unto salvation only by the rev-

elation of that truth to me as an in-

dividual. When I obtained that

knowledge it came to me in the

very same manner in which it had
been revealed to my parents in the

land of their birth.

I believe there is a feeling, a con-

scientious disposition on the part of

the young men and women of

"Mormondom," to hesitate in say-

ing that they have knowledge con-

cerning the truth of the Gospel, un-

til every doubt has been swept away
by the power of the Holy Ghost,

and the knowledge has been given

to them by the inspiration that

comes from our Father in heaven.

This revelation of truth to the indi-

vidual is the secret of the strength

of "Mormonism." It is not, as has

been supposed and ofttimes inti-

mated, that the ignorant of the

world have been gathered together,

and that presiding over them are a

few men of great intelligence, who
have had power to control the peo-

ple, and to keep them in ignorance.

Who are the men, my brethren and
sisters, who preside in the midst of

the Latter-day Saints today ? I can-

not help but think and remember
that in my life time—and when I

consider my age in comparison with

the age of President John R. Win-
der, I feel that I am only a boy

—

in my recollection every man who
occupies a prominent position in

the counsels of the presiding au-

thorities of the Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints today,

has been brought up from the ranks

of the people since I attained my
majority, with the exception of

President Joseph F. Smith alone.

They have not come to the positions

they occupy through any royal road,

or because of any special prefer-

ence for them or the names they

bear, but because of the duties and
labors they have faithfully accom-
plished in assisting to build up and
bring to pass the work of our God.
It has fallen to my lot, just in re-

cent years, in attending to the labors

and responsibilities that have been

assigned unto me in the Holy
Priesthood, to preside over two of

these men who stand today as Apos-
tles of the Lord Jesus Christ. I

have directed them in missionary

labors, and I have this testimony to

bear concerning them : that they are

men of humility, that they appreci-

ated the responsibility of the Priest-

hood that had been conferred upon
them, and they honored that author-

ity in the men who presided over

them. I take it, my brethren and sis-

ters, that if we were to study the

history and the lives of the men who
have been called to responsible po-

sitions in this Church, we would
discover that they had been anxious

to keep the commandments of our

Father in heaven. We would dis-

cover that into their souls had
dawned a knowledge of the truth

of the glorious Gospel of the Re-
deemer of men. We would discover

that they have been men who, in

the early days of their lives, have
entered into sacred and secret cov-

enant with our Father in heaven to

honor Him and to keep His com-
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mandments, and to assist as God
would give them light and power, to

bring to pass His purposes among
the children of men. They have not

been men who have been anxious to

wield the sceptre of power, rather

they have been men who were will-

ing to take lowly positions,willing to

accomplish and perform without
question every labor assigned unto
them ; because God had revealed to

them that "Mormonism" is the

power of God, the true religion of

the Redeemer of men, given anew
in this great and last dispensation,

according to the promises of the

holy prophets.

God decreed long ago that His
word, in the latter times, should be

re-established among men, that the

truth should go forth from nation

to nation, that the honest among
men should be pricked in their

hearts by the power of God ; and
that, by His power and His reve-

lation, they should be brought to-

gether from the East and from the

West, from the North and from
the South, to a place called "Zion,"

for the very purpose of learning

more fully of the ways of the Lord
and walking more perfectly in His
path. Let us remember, my breth-

ren and sisters,that this is the grand
object of our being gathered togeth-

er. I pray that it may be fully ac-

complished in our lives. Our
hearts, and the hearts of our saint-

ed parents before us, have been

pricked by the power of God, we
have all been made to know—father

and mother, son and daughter—in

the same marvelous manner, that

this is the truth, the Gospel of the

Lord Jesus Christ.

This is my testimony. I rejoice

in it ; I know that I speak the truth,

for it has been given to me by my
Father, my Redeemer, my Creator.

Thank God for it, in the name of

Jesus. Amen.

AUTHORITIES SUSTAINED.

President Joseph F. Smith pre-

sented the General Authorities of

the Church, to be voted upon by the

assembly, as follows

:

Joseph F. Smith, a£ Prophet,

Seer and Revelator and President

of the Church of Jesus Christ of

Latter-day Saints.

John R. Winder, as first coun-

selor in the First Presidency.

Anthon H. Lund, as second coun-

selor in the First Presidency.

Francis M. Lyman, as President

of the Twelve Apostles.

As members of the council of

Twelve Apostles : Francis M. Ly-
man, John Henry Smith, George
Teasdale, Heber J. Grant, Rudger
Clawson, Reed Smoot, Hyrum M.
Smith, George Albert Smith,

Charles W. Penrose, George F.

Richards, Orson F. Whitney and
David O. McKay.
John Smith, as Presiding Patri-

arch of the Church.
The counselors in the first presi-

dency and the Twelve Apostles and

the Presiding Patriarch as Proph-
ets, Seers and Revelators.

First Seven Presidents of Seven-

ties : Seymour B. Young, Brigham
H. Roberts, George Reynolds, Jon-
athan G. Kimball, Rulon S. Wells,

Toseph W. McMurrin and Charles

H. Hart.

William B. Preston, as Presiding

Bishop, with Robert T., Burton and
Orrin P. Miller as his first and sec-

ond counselors.

Joseph F. Smith as Trustee-in-

Trust for the body of religious wor-
shipers known as the Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Anthon H. Lund, as Church His-


