
THIRD DAY.

Sunday, April 7th, 10 a. m.

Conference was called to order

by President Joseph F. Smith, and
he announced that, as the Taber-
nacle could not accommodate all

who desired to be admited, an over-

flow meeting would be held this

morning in the Assembly Hall, un-

der direction of Elder Heber J.

Grant.

The choir sang the hymn

:

Sweet is the work, my God, my King,
To praise Thy name, give thanks and

sing,

To show Thy love by morning light,

And talk of all Thy truths at night.

Prayer was offered by Elder By-
ron Sessions,

The choir sang, the anthem,
"Rouse, O Ye Mortals."

PKESIDENT ANTHON H. LUND.

Gratifying condition of financial and
other records of the Church.—One per

cent death rate among members of

the Church in Utah, in 1906.—Rea-
sons for observing first day of week
as Sabbath, and for believing in res-

urrection.

Brethren and Sisters : I feel a

certain timidity, when I see this

large congregation, and have to oc-

cupy your attention for a time. I

ask that the Spirit of the Lord may
aid me in what I desire to say unto

you.

I have enjoyed the past sessions

of the conference, and I believe all

who have been present have been

paid for coming, and have felt that

this is the place for the Latter-day

Saints. They have enjoyed the ad-

dresses made, and have taken part

in the business of the conference

with pleasure, and everything has

been done unanimously.

I was pleased yesterday to hear
the auditor's report. I know that it

is exactly according to truth. These
men who have been appoint-

ed to act as auditors, devoted con-

siderable time to go through all the

accounts and books kept by the

Church, and hence in giving their

report they did so understandingly.

They gave the true status of the fin-

ancial affairs of the Church. I am
pleased that our accounts are kept

in such shape that everv cent is ac-

counted for, so that it can be shown
how the/ Church funds have been

used. Much credit is due to the

Presiding Bishopric and to Brother

John Wells for the accurate man-
ner in which the Church books are

kept; and as they are kept in the

general office, so they are now kept

in all the stakes and wards of Zion.

Less loss in handling produce has

been reported this year than ever

before. This shows how well the

Bishops are taking care of the

things pertaining to the Lord's

storehouse.

I am also able to say unto you
that the historical and statistical

records of the Church are getting

into a similar condition of accuracy

and completeness. As early as the

6th of April, 1830, the Lord, in a

revelation, told the Prophet Joseph
that there should be records kept in
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the Church; and later on John
Whitmer was commanded to write

a history of the Church. This is a

very important matter. How glad

we are that Matthew, Mark, Luke
and John applied themselves to the

work of writing a part of the his-

tory of our Redeemer ! If they had
not done so, how much we would
have missed ! We love to read the

accounts given us in their gospels,

of the beautiful life of our Savior
while here upon the earth, and we
are very thankful that these records

were kept. Likewise we are thank-

ful that we have the record called

the Book of Mormon, which con-

tains a history of the earliest set-

tling of this continent. We rejoice

that we have the writings of the

Nephis, of Alma, and of all those

recorders who gave us the history

of the Lord's hand dealings with

His people upon this land. When
Lehi left Jerusalem he saw the ne-

cessity of having records with him,

and sent his sons back to get the

records kept by one of his kinsmen.

He obtained the history of the peo-

ple of the Lord until within six

hundred years of Christ. The
prophecies of several of the proph-

ets, the accounts from the creation

up to that time, were brought with

them to this land, and this helped

them to regulate their lives, to obey

the laws of God, to remember what
the Lord had done for their fore-

fathers, and to keep their language

purer than they otherwise could

have done. As I said, when the

Church was organized in our day

the Lord commanded that records

should be kept. I wish that com-
mandment had been more strictly

obeyed and more elaborate records

had been kept from the beginning

of the Church. What history we
have is correct, but John Whitmer's

record and the records of the earlv

recorders of the Church are not

very extensive, and if it were not

for the history of the Prophet Jos-
eph, and the journals kept by some
of our leading men in those early

days, our knowledge of the interest-

ing events of that remarkable pe-

riod of our history would be very
meager. We are trying to obtain

from journals, letters and corres-

pondence additional historical mat-
ter to what we have in the history

of the Prophet Joseph, and we
gather many interesting facts from
precious documents which have
been kept in different families. We
hope that the descendants of the

early members of the Church who
kept journals or records of any
kind will be kind enough to bring
them to the Historian's Office, and
give us the opportunity either to

keep them or to copy them, in or-

der that the facts recorded may be

remembered.
In late years great importance

has been attached to the keeping of
the statistics of the Church. We
have these reports bound, and they

give us interesting data, and will

be more and more valuable in

time to come. In looking over
the statistics of the Church for the

last year, I find that there has been
a substantial increase in the mem-
bers added to the Church : 542 more
births in 1906 than in 1905, and
the death rate was considerably

smaller—332 less than in 1905. In

fact, the death rate in all the stakes

of Zion combined does not exceed
one per cent. This is quite an item

for the life insurance companies. If

such a rate could be kept up, the

prophecies would be fulfilled that

people should live to be a hundred
years old. I believe that the mode
of living observed by the Latter-
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day Saints tends to longevity, and
that if the Saints will follow the

counsel that has been given in this

conference on the subject of the

Word of Wisdom, they will add
years to their lives. Instead of in-

dulging in appetites that are de-

structive to the system, they should
live plaiin and simple lives, and
they would thereby receive much
greater happiness. If, however,

they allow themselves to gratify

their appetites for strong drink,

tobacco or other stimulants, they

create an almost uncontrollable

longing for these things, and form
a habit that is very hard to over-

come, and which is ruinous to the

functions of the vital organs. I

do honor those who, though having
strong desires for these things, still

do not yield, but resist and over-

come their inclinations. Let us

try, brethren and sisters, to follow

the counsel of the Lord who gave

this advice to us, not to take from
us the pleasures of life, but rather

to increase them ; for what is of

greater benefit to the human body
than health, and health cannot be

enjoyed if we go contrary to the

laws which the Lord has laid down.
I believe that the keeping of the

Word of Wisdom, to the extent that

the Saints have kept it, is responsi-

ble for the low death rate.

I notice also in the statistical re-

port that more of our young people

have entered the temples last year

than the year before, and they have
been sealed by the authority the

Lord has given His servants. I

would encourage our young people

to marry, and to marry right. They
should keep themselves pure and
free from the sins of the world, that

when they wish to marry, their

Bishops can give them recommends
to the temples, and at the altar of

the Lord they can be sealed for

time and for all eternity by that au-

thority which binds on earth and 't

shall be bound in heaven. We be-

lieve in the eternity of the marriage

contract. We do believe in a

future life. We gave evidence of

this belief in answer to the ques-

tion asked us yesterday. We be-

lieve that life is continuous. We be-

lieve in the resurrection, and that

the spirit and body will again be
united ; we believe that we will

know as we are known, and that the

marriage relation will continue, that,

husband and wife will dwell to-

gether through all eternity, that the:

love which binds their hearts to-

gether upon the earth wil! not
leave them at death, but that it will

endure eternally, and hence we en-

courage our young people to com-
mence their married life in the
right way.

There is a matter to which I

would like to call the attention of
our brethren and sisters, and that

is our Sunday meetings. It is a
pleasure to visit some of our wards
and find every seat taken and our
meeting houses full of worshipers,
but there are too many wards whe^e
the Saints are not so attentive to
this duty. We go to the house of
worship to receive spiritual food, to

be instructed and advised by the
servants of the Lord and to wor-
ship Him to whom we owe all. He
has commanded that we should go
to the house of worship on the day
appointed, and let us not feel sat-

isfied on that day to stay at home,
or think that by reading some good
book we can be instructed as well
as by going to meeting. Remem-
ber that the meeting is the place
where we renew our covenants ; we
partake of the Sacrament, and re-

new our vows to serve the Lord,
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and His Spirit is promised us when
we do this in sincerity. It puts us
in communion with Him who insti-

tuted the Sacrament. It is our duty
to go to the table of the Lord and
partake of the emblems of His bod)'

and blood, but this must be done in

the right way. We must not go
there with hard feelings towards
our brethren and sisters. Those
who take part in that sacred ordi-

nance must be one, for if they are
not, or are under transgression, or
harbor feelings of hatred in their

hearts towards any of their breth-

ren, they eat and drink unworthily.

The Apostle Paul says that anyone

who does so "eateth and drinketh

damnation to himself." Conse-

quently we must watch ourselves

that we do not so partake of it.

Some may say : "If there is dan-

ger of eating and drinking unto

condemnation, we had better not

touch it," but the Lord has given a

commandment that we are to par-

take of the Sacrament, and if we
abstain from doing this, we are not

fulfilling our duty. It is a great

blessing to partake of the Sacra-

ment. In doing it our thoughts go

back to Him who gave His life for

us, and we make the covenant that

we will take upon us His name and

keep His commandments, and al-

ways remember Him, and we are

promised that we shall have His

Spirit. In doing this we are blessed

and strengthened for the coming
week's work.

In regard to the Sabbath dav I

will say that there is no doubt in

the minds of the Latter-day Saints

in regard to the day of the week
on which we are to worshin. In

the beginning the Sabbath was com-
manded to be observed on the sev-

enth day. The Lord rested on that

day. Israel observed it very strict-

ly. There are instances where per-

sons were put to death who violated

this command of the Lord. There
are instances in the Jewish history

where the people out of reverence
for the Sabbath would not engage
in battle on that day. If their en-

emies, the Gentiles, attacked them
on the Sabbath day, they would not

defend themselves, hence leaving it

very easy for their enemies to gain
the victory, so strict were they in

the observance of the day which the

Lord had apoointed. But we ob-

serve the first day of the week. Is

there any commandment in the

Scriptures in regard to this ? Read-
ing the New Testament through we
cannot find any direct command to

change the Sabbath to the first day,

and some Christian sects hold that

all the rest of the Christian world
have gone astray because they keep
the first day of the week holy in-

stead of the seventh day. Some
have attacked us on this point, and
they have said : Your principles are

strictly in accord with the teachings

of the apostles formerly, but you do
not keep the commandment of the

Lord in regard to the Sabbath day.

We are informed in the Scriptures

that the Lord, our Savior, was res-

urrected upon a Sunday A week
ago we celebrated the anniversary

of His resurrection. We believe

that He was resurrected bodily;

that the man Jesus, the Son of God,
did as He had told His disciples He
would do : on the third day He took

up His body. That same day He
appeared to some of the disciples

and to some of the women. On the

Sunday following He appeared to

His apostles, and showed them the

marks on His body, convincing the

"doubting Thomas" who would not

believe unless he should see Him
himself. He was gratified to see
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the Savior, but he got this gentle

reproof : "Blessed are they that

have not seen and yet have be-

lieved." Thomas doubted at first,

but his doubts were dispelled. The
admonition is to all of us that we
must not reject that which is taught

us, just because we have not seen

it ourselves. By taking the testi-

mony of others we increase our
store of knowledge. By taking the

testimony of the aoostles and five

hundred who saw Jesus at one
time, we increase our knowledge to

this extent : that we know that one
person conquered death. Then we
read that other resurrected beings

were seen in Jerusalem, having ris-

en from their graves—showing that

the resurrection was not confined

to Jesus alone, and that it com-
menced not before, but after, Christ

had conquered death.

What an inspiring thought, that

death is conquered, that Jesus won
the victory over death ! It was a

great event, worthy of being cele-

brated and remembered. There is

no doubt in my mind that the apos-

tles taught the Saints to come to-

gether on the first day of the week
—on the Sunday—to make that the

day of worship. The Jews, you
know, were very strict as to the

Saturday, the seventh day, and
they dared, perhaps, not neglect

that day. Not only did they keep

the Sabbath according- to the Mo-
saic law ; but we find that they also

came together for worshin on the

Sunday, the Lord's day. They par-

took of the Sacrament on that day.

Paul at one-time preached on the

Sunday evening so late that one

person, falling asleep, fell down
from the third story, and was found

to be dead, but Paul, by the power
of God, raised him from the dead.

If you will refer to the Corinthians

you will see that Paul there alludes

to the Saints coming together on
the Sunday. Writers from the first

century tell us that the Christians

met on the Sunday and made that

their holy day. I believe that this

custom was inaugurated by the

apostles. The day of the resur-

rection was of such importance that

they made the first day, on which it

took place, the Sabbath day, or the

holy day of the week. You remem-
ber the commandment of the Lord,
recorded in the book of Deuteron-
omy, in regard to the Sabbath day,

as follows : "But the seventh day
is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God.
In it thou shalt not do any work
thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter,
nor thy man-servant, nor thy maid-
servant, nor thine ox, nor thine ass,

nor any of thy cattle, nor thy
stranger that is within thy gates,

that thy man-servant and thy maid-
servant may rest as well as thou

;

and remember that thou wast a ser-

vant in the land of Egypt, and that

the Lord thy God brought thee out
thence through a mighty hand and
by a stretched out arm; therefore

the Lord God commanded thee to

keep the Sabbath day." One rea-

son is given here by the Lord why
Israel should observe the Sabbath,
namely, their wonderful deliverance

from servitude through His power,
and they were commanded to com-
memorate this event on the seventh

day. Is it, then, so strange that

the apostles formerly changed the

day to remember the much greater

event—the event of the resurrec-

tion, and that Sunday on which that

great event occurred became the

Sabbath day unto the Saints?

It is impossible for all to keep
the Sabbath day at the very same
time all over the globe. If all the

people lived on one longtitude or
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meridian they could keep it at the

same time, but as they are now
scattered around the globe, there

is a great difference in time. For
instance, children went to Sunday
School in New Zealand yesterday

at half past two o'clock. It was
Saturday to us ; it was ten o'clock

Sunday morning to them. The
children on the Hawaiian Islands

will go to Sunday School about one
o'clock today, and it will be ten

o'clock then for them. Thus, at a

given time it may be Sunday for

one set of people and Saturday for

people in another nlace. The teach-

ers in the Hawaiian Sunday School
might say today to the children,

"Your brethren in New Zealand
met yesterday, when it was twelve

o'clock here, in their Sunday
School," and the children would
likely say, Why, they have Sunday
School on a Saturday !" The line

which divides the time, or which in-

dicates where day begins, is an ar-

bitra— - one made by men for the

sake of convenience. It is located

the very best place that it could

be, because there are very few in-

habitants that the line will strike.

It passes over the Pacific Ocean,

and in order that no island shall

have Saturday on one side and Sun-

day on the other, they have turned

the line around the groups in the

Pacific Ocean, so that those oer-

taining to the same country, under

the same government, mav have

the same day; but this is all an ar-

bitrary arrangement. If then the

Lord accented the devotions of

those who worshiped Him --°ster-

day, calling the day Sunday, and
accepts the worship of those living

a short distance eastward who call

today Sunday, the important ques-

tion seems to be, not so much the

exact time as the fact that one day

in every seven is set apart to be a
day of rest.

There are some who strongly
argue in favor of the Saturday as
the Sabbath instead of the Sun-
day, and they create in the minds
of many a grave doubt as to which
day is the correct day to be ob-
served as Sabbath. Where such
doubt exists it cannot be removed
by any other means than revela-
tion. When the Scriptures are si-

lent on this point, and men do not
feel to take tradition as a rule, then
they are left without positive knowl-
edge on the subject. The Latter-
day Saints are not so left. The
Lord in a revelation given to the
Saints says :

"And that thou mayest more fully

keep thyself unspotted from the world,
thou shalt go to the house of prayer
and offer up thy sacraments upon my
holy day; for verily this is a day ap-
pointed unto you to rest from vour la-

bors, and to pay thy devotions unto the
Most High ;"

"Upon my holy day." Which is

that day? This revelation was giv-

en August seventh, 1831, which
was a Sunday. The following par-

agraph makes it plain that Sunday
is the day set apart for worship

:

"But remember that on this the Lord's
day, thou shalt offer thine oblations and
thy sacraments unto the Most High, con-
fessing thy sins unto thy brethren, and
before the Lord."

This takes away all doubt from
the minds of the Saints, for here
through the revelation of the Lord
we are told that we are to hold the

Sunday holy.

Now, brethren and sisters, let us

go to our meetings ; let us worship
the Lord ; let us not feel satisfied to

stay at home ; but always feel that

it is a duty to go to the Lord's
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house and there with the Saints

partake of the blessings which He
has promised. May the Lord bless

you all is my prayer in the name of

Jesus. Amen.

FAMINE IN CHINA.

President John R. Winder moved
the adoption of the following reso-

lution :

"Whereas, The president of the

United States has called national at-

tention to the existence of the sore

distress in China on account of fam-
ine, and

"Whereas, The Lord has greatly

blessed the Saints and all the inter-

ests of the Church, and,

"Whereas, our Relief Societies

have stored up grain against a time

of need ; now therefore, I move that

the Trustee-in-Trust be, and is here-

by authorized to appropriate and
donate toward the relief of the poor
in famine stricken China 20 tons

of flour."

ELDER BRIGHAM H. ROBERTS.

My brethren and sisters, I desire

to second the resolution offered by
President Winder to this confer-

ence; and in doing so I desire to

call attention to the fact that we are

connected with an institution found-

ed of God for the benefit of the

whole world, and that it is an insti-

tution of world-wide sympathies

;

that it is an institution whose doc-

trines recognize the great truth that

the children of men are also the

children of God, and that all men
are brethren. No calamity can fall

upon any of our Father's children

but what our hearts go out in sym-
pathy to them. I trust also that

this movement, which I believe will

be unanimously endorsed by this

conference, may bear witness to the

wisdom that exists in our methods
of collecting means for charitable

and religious purposes. Thank God,
there is an institution in the earth
whose charities are constantly ac-

cumulating, that in the very mo -

ment of need there is a means of
ministering unto the children of

men—a circumstance that speaks
loudly for the divine wisdom that

has made these provisions in the

Church of Christ. With all my
heart I second the resolution of
President Winder.
The resolution was adopted by

unanimous vote of the congrega-
tion.

Brother Elihu Call rendered a

tenor solo, entitled, "Save Me, O
God."

ELDER SYLVESTER a. CANNON.

I rejoice, my brethren and sis-

ters, in being present at this con-
ference this morning; and I have
rejoiced exceedingly in the meet-
ings which have already been held.

I trust that the few moments
I stand before you, my remarks
may be directed by the Spirit of
the Lord. As has been said by
President Smith, I have been call-

ed to labor in the Netherlands
mission. While I feel that there
is a great work to be done here at

home, I am happy in the opportun-
ity of going abroad to again preach
the Gospel in the nations of Hol-
land and Belgium, because I can
assure you that the mission I have
already performed in those coun-
tries was the most enjoyable time
of my life. I believe that no
greater joy can come to any one
than the joy experienced in the sav-
ing of human souls. Our Father
has said that human souls are pre-


