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Great significance of the revelations im-

parted to Joseph Smith.—Unchange-

able character of those revelations.—

Prevailing religious indifference.

—

Preachers who create unbelief.—Per-

sonality of God has been clearly dem-

onstrated.—Proper use of the Bible

in public schools.—Existence and di-

vinity of Christ made known in this

age.

My brethren and sisters, I feel

somewhat weighed down this morn-

ing under the great responsibility

that rests upon me in occupying this

position, and in speaking to a con-

gregation of this character and size.

Nevertheless, I rejoice greatly that

I am deemed worthy to bear the re-

sponsibility, and have the authority

to testify concerning the divinity of

the Lord Jesus Christ and His mis-

sion, and declare the truth of the

Gospel restoration in this the dis-

pensation of the fulness of times,

through Joseph Smith, the Prophet.

As Latter-day Saints, we have

assembled here for the purpose of

worshiping God, acknowledging

Him as our Father in heaven, and

manifesting our love for Him and

His Son. The Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints was es-

tablished and founded by Joseph

the Prophet, under the direction and

inspiration of Jesus Christ, in April,

1830. The same principles and doc-

trines of life and salvation that were
preached by Jesus, during His min-

istry in the flesh, were revealed to

Joseph Smith and announced by
him again to the world.

Joseph Smith was raised up to

be, and he is, a Prophet of God. In

answer to his prayer, the Father
and the Son appeared to him, to-

gether, in person, and made known
to him their divine will. Thereaf-
ter they sent unto him heavenly

messengers from their presence,

and also, by the inspiration of the

Holy Ghost revealed to him the

truths of the everlasting Gospel.

These revelations are written in the

Doctrine and Covenants, Book of

Mormon and Pearl of Great Price,

and if believed in, and practiced,

will eventually save men in the ce-

lestial kingdom of our Father. They

were proclaimed by revelation, as I

have stated, and up to this time,

after over seventy-seven years of

existence of the Church, not one

principle or doctrine thus revealed

has been receded from by the mem-
bers of the Church. We have never

repudiated any of the truths re-

vealed to the Prophet Joseph Smith

and to his successors in the office of

Prophet, Seer and Revelator to the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints. We have never re-

linquished our belief in any one of

these doctrines and principles. We
have never called together confer-

ences or conclaves for the purpose

of revising the revelations of God.

We have never been called upon,

nor found it necessary, in any stage

of our progress, to eliminate any

revelation from the record. Neither

have we ever denied any of them.

We testify in all soberness that

these revelations are from God.

They are therefore the same yester-

day, today and forever, and are ev-

erlasting and essential to the salva-

tion of those unto whom they are

given. We have adhered faithfully

to the Gospel of Christ, the religion

which we have received. As a peo-

ple, I trust we will always remain

faithful, firm and steadfast as we'

are, and even more so, and by

greater diligence exercise greater

faith in the Lord. This is a day

when there is a great falling away

from the churches, a departure of
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men from their own religions and
creeds. The things of this world
are paramount in the estimation of
the world. We send our Elders
into the world to preach this Gos-
pel unto all nations, kindreds,
tongues and people, and there are
three classes that they meet. One
is a class of people that receive
them gladly when they hear the
testimony of the truth, and of the
restoration of the gospel. Their
hearts swell within them at the
sound of the voice of the true shep-
herd, and they listen eagerly. They
desire to know more; they investi-

gate earnestly, and perceive the
truth gladly, and embrace it. Those
who comprise this class, I say, are
not very numerous. Then there is

another class, perhaps quite nu-
merous, who, the moment they hear
the testimony thus declared bris-
tle up and become antagonists, and
bitter enemies of the truth, and op-
pose it with all their powers; and
they scruple at nothing to hinder
and destroy the work that the El-
ders are endeavoring to perform.
Then there is the third class, and
they are numbered by thousands,
who are totally indifferent to that
testimony, or to the testimony of
any other man who preaches re-
ligion. Thus we discover that in

the world the majority of men are
not inclined to religion. They are
falling away from religion, depart-
ing from creeds, and absenting
themselves from places of worship.
They do not know anything about
religion, and they care less about it.

Now, who are responsible for this
* condition? There may be many
things causing this, to a greater or
less degree, but I believe those who
are most responsible for the- lack of
faith are so-called preachers of re-

ligion. They have sown the seeds

of unbelief in the hearts of men.
Being uninspired, and without di-

vine authority, they by their teach-

ings have caused men to disbelieve

in God, the Eternal Father, and
His Son, Jesus Christ. They make
certain professions, by way of lip

service, but they deny the power
of godliness. They declare that

God is incomprehensible, that we
cannot understand Him, and do not
know Him; that He is without
body, parts or passions. They de-

clare that Jesus Christ is not divine.

They repudiate the miraculous, and
cast doubt upon the wonderful
works that Christ wrought, and
that were performed by His fol-

lowers, His disciples, in primitive
times, as recorded in Scripture. Ev-
erything that does not appeal to

their particular and narrow sense
of reason, they denounce as irra-

tional and untrue. We are not
afraid of the avowed infidel and
agnostic, he who comes out openly
declaring his utter contempt for all

things that savor of God and re-

ligion, and ridicules those who do

believe in them. I believe that true

religion has never suffered very ma-
terially on account of the warfare
made upon it by open and avowed
enemies who call themselves athe-

ists and infidels ; neither has true

faith been much disturbed by such

attacks, but the trouble is that there

are those who style themselves

ministers of religion, who prefix the

word "Reverend" to their names,

and under this guise stand in pul-

pits, and upon the rostrum of re-

ligious gatherings, and there pro-

claim the same falsehoods that in-

fidels have declared, namely, that

Jesus Christ is not divine, that He
is not the Redeemer of the world,

but a mere man, a moralist, it is

true, a man advanced beyond the
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time in which he lived. It is ly upon those who claim to be min-

all very well to proclaim a be- isters, and pose as preachers of the

lief in the existence of God, be- Gospel of Christ, and at the same

cause of the glories of the heavens time teach that Christ is not divine,

and the beauties of earth ; all very that God did not create man, and

well to say we can see the handi- that there are no such things as

work of God in the mountains, in miracles, revelations, gifts, and so

the forests and in the streams of on and so forth. While pretending

water, in the fruits and the flowers to preach the doctrines of Christ

of the earth, but not any of these they, at the same time, deny most

things ever yet convinced men of of them. The personality of God,

the personality of God. Men may the divinity of His Son, the creation

gather from these things a belief of man, the fall of Adam, the atone-

that there is an all-wise and all- ment, the resurrection, eternal life,

powerful creator, but none of these celestial glory, etc., etc., are doc-

things bear direct testimony of the trines now discredited by many of

personality of God, the Father, nor them. Little wonder that men have

of the divinity of Christ the Son. grown tired of and become indif-

These truths must be revealed to ferent to, a Gospel stripped of

men, a knowledge of them being nearly all its essentials. Such hy-

essential to salvation. Men must pocrites and religion fakers as these

receive, understand, and impart are responsible for the condition of

them to their fellow men ; and this irreligion that we find in the world,

has been done. God has time and And if this is the result of preach-

again revealed Himself to His ser- ing the Gospel of Christ, so-called,

vants the Prophets ; they have seen and reading the Bible in churches,

Him, have beheld His person, and we may well pause before introduc-

have discovered the truth of the ing such reading in the public

declaration that man was created in schools.

the image of God. Thus they could I can see no remedy for this con-

truthfully testify to others that God dition, only in the unequivocal ac-

lives, and that we are His children, ceptance of the Gospel of Jesus

created in His image. He is not Christ as He declared it in His day,

only the Creater of the heavens and and as it has been restored in our

the earth and all that we see that is own day. Men must believe in

beautiful, useful and desirable in God; they must believe that He is

them, but He is also the Creator of our Father, that He created us and

man, and man is in the likeness of established us here; and He shall

His person. These things are true, welcome us again in His presence.

Christ declared the truth of them; We must believe that Jesus is the

he declared His divinity. He said Redeemer of the world, and accept

He came into the world to take Him as such. We must accept the

away the sin of the world; and all doctrines He taught, and put them
His disciples, who were true to him, into practice in our lives, if the

bore the same testimony, because reading of the scripture, His word,

they had seen and heard. So, the will do us any good. So long as

responsibility for the indifference we have infidels, skeptics and un-

we find so universal on the part of believers in the public schools, men
men towards the Gospel rests large- who do not understand the Bible
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and cannot make proper explana-
tion of its contents, I sav, to read it

in the schools and, as some minis-
ters do, disparage the belief in Jesus
Christ and the miracles He
wrought,and the great work of re-

demption He accomplished, would
be more disastrous than beneficial
by far. Until such time as men can
read the Bible and the Scriptures
understanding^, by the power of
the Holy Ghost, in the spirit in
which they were written, I am not
prepared to declare my belief in
the efficacy of teaching it in the
public schools.

It is folly for men to say Jesus
Christ is not divine, and that He
was just a great moral teacher, a
man in advance of His time, and
then advise men to follow Him;
for, either He is Christ, the Son of
God, who came from the Father to
take away the sin of the world, and
to die for the redemption of man,
or He is not. If He is, He is worthy
of the respect and confidence even
of the lowest among men. He is

either what He represented Him-
self to be, or He is not, in any sense
of the term, because He declared
Himself to be the Son of God. He
proclaimed, "I am the way, the
truth and the life; no man cometh
to God save by me." Men can come
to God in that way only, or else the
Son of Man told an untruth, and
lying is far from being a moral hab-
it. He declared, furthermore: "I
am the resurrection and the life;

whosoever liveth and believeth in
me shall never die." "Whosoever
believeth in Me, though he were
dead yet shall he live." He said
again: "Go ye into all the world
and preach the Gospel unto every
creature; he that believeth and is

baptized shall be saved, and he that
believeth not shall be damned."

None but the Messiah Himself
could make such statements and
speak the truth. He was what He
announced Himself to be, and what
we declare Him to be, or else He
performed a most arrogant and im-
moral act in assuming to be He
who could forgive sins, and who
could save men from their sins and
lift them up, and exalt them in the

presence of God.
My brethren and sisters, every

page, almost, of the Holy Scrip-

tures bears record and attests the

divinity of Christ. Christ Himself
declared it. John the Baptist said

to the multitude/'Behold, the Lamb
of God who taketh away the sin of
the world." Peter, James and John,
Matthew, Mark, Luke, Paul and
many of the other disciples of

Christ likewise bore testimony,with-
out doubt, that He was divine and
is the Redeemer of the world. And
in our own day, we bear the same
testimony, for the same things have
been revealed anew. Joseph Smith
was visited by Him and God His
Father, and he beheld them
with his own eyes. Joseph Smith
and Sidney Rigdon also saw him,

and bore testimony that they saw
Him, even as Stephen saw Him,
clothed in glory, surrounded by
those inhabiting the celestial king-

dom of God. They also saw God
seated on His throne and Jesus
Christ at His right hand, "and they

heard the voice bearing record that

He is the only begotten of the

Father." So far as the Latter-

day Saints are concerned, we know
these things are true. There is no

doubt in our minds about it. Why?
Because the Spirit of Truth, the

Holy Ghost, has been received by •

us, through our obedience to the

laws and ordinances of the Gospel,

and he, true to His office, has testi-
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fied to us of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

May God bless you, my brethren

and sisters. May you prove faith-

ful all your lives. May you, as we
have up to this time done, adhere

faithfully to every precept, every

doctrine, and every truth that_has

been revealed in this dispensation

by God, through Joseph Smith, for

the salvation of the children of men.

I rejoice in the Everlasting Gospel.

I know it is true. I know that God
lives, that Jesus Christ is our Lord

and Savior, and that by obedience

to the laws and ordinances which

He Himself yielded obedience to,

and commanded all men to obey, we
shall be saved in the kingdom of our

Father. May we be saved. May
we labor diligently to counteract the

influences of indifference, unbelief,

and agnosticism which now prevail

so extensively among men in the

world.

God bless the Presidency of the

Church, and the Twelve Apostles,

and the Seven Presidents of the

Seventy, and the Patriarch. May
He likewise bless, according to their

callings and their necessities, the

Presidents of stakes, their Counsel-

ors, and High Councilors, Bishops

of wards and their Counselors, and
those who preside in the auxiliary

organizations, or in branches of the

Church. May He be with the

Presidents of Missions to inspire

them and to equip them for

their great and responsible du-
ties in declaring the truth; and
may He bless each and every

individual missionary laboring un-
der their direction for the spread of

the everlasting Gospel into all the

world, as a witness before the end
shall come. This is my prayer in

behalf of the Church and the ser-

vants of God, and of all men of

God and the just in all the world,

and I ask it in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

A contralto solo, "O Love Di-

vine," was beautifully rendered by
little Sister Millie Williams.

ELDER GEORGE ALBERT SMITH.

Children a priceless heritage from the

Lord.—Childless homes a national ca-

lamity.—Beautiful examples of affec-

tion for destitute children.—An ap-

peal to the childless to adopt homeless
orphans.—A splendid way to help mis-

sion work.—A missionary magazine.

I am sure that all who are here

today have been edified by the in-

struction we have received, and can

testify that the sweet influence of

the Spirit of our Father, that was
so bountifully poured out upon us

yesterday, has been continued.

I was very much impressed with

the report made by Brother Claw-

son concerning the exceedingly

large number of children in the

homes of the Latter-day Saints, and

I was reminded of a passage of

Scripture that is often referred to

in tenderness, and that has been il-

lustrated upon canvas by some of

the greatest painters of the world.

When the Savior was surrounded

by a multitude, and He was lay-

ing His hands upon the heads of

small children and blessing them,

His Apostles suggested that they

trouble Him not. He then made use

of the memorable saying that we all

cherish, "Suffer little children to

come unto me and forbid them not,

for of such is the kingdom of

heaven." If it be true that nearly

one-third of the population of some

of our stakes are very young chil-

dren, not yet accountable for sin,

then indeed, in those stakes there

should be an outpouring of the

Spirit of the Lord that should be


