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Nephites at one time lived in this

land.

Two weeks ago today, we could
have celebrated the eightieth anni-

versary of the delivery to the

Prophet Joseph Smith of the plates

from which the Book of Mormon
was translated ; I wonder how many
of you remembered the day. We
have scarcely commenced yet to cel-

ebrate anniversaries of important
events in the history of the Church,
but perhaps we will do so more
frequently in the future, when the

Church has grown a little older.

Now, my brethren and sisters,

will you kindly remember what I

have said in regard to our modern
history. I have alluded to the Book
of Mormon in order to show how
valuable that book is to us as a his-

torical document, not to speak of

the glorious doctrines and proph-
ecies which it contains. But our
own history is necessarily more in-

teresting and valuable to us than
'•he history of any other people ; not
only interesting but necessary, from
the fact that out of the Church of
Christ, to which we belong today,
shall, in due course of time, grow
the kingdom of God. When the
time comes that Christ shall reign
upon the earth, as King of kings
and Lord of lords, it will, most as-

suredly, give the citizens of that

kingdom a great deal of satisfac-

tion to look back upon the history
of that persecuted people who
struggled so hard, as we have done,
to establish the Church of Christ
on the earth. They will read, with
deep interest, the history of the Lat-
ter-day Saints in Missouri, in Ohio,
in Illinois, and of the early days in

these valleys. The little handful of

Latter-day Saints who labored and
traveled, in the midst of all the op-
position and persecution that bitter

foes could invent, to establish this

Church, will be great heroes to

them. . Let us also remember that

many of us who now live, even if

we did not take an active part in the

very beginning, nevertheless are

numbered among the founders or

early workers in this great Church,

and this great kingdom that shall

finally usher in the glorious mil-

lennium.

Let us do what we can to honor

our fathers and mothers and our-

selves ; let us place them and our-

selves on record ; let us make those

who brought us into the world
speak, even if they are dead, by

bringing their books and records

forth that they may be transcribed.

With modern facilities for writing

and copying, we can now write a

hundred words much easier than

we could ten words a few years ago.

Thus we can afford to make copies

of your old records ; and if you will

only produce them, and let us have

the use of them a short time, we
will show you something as the re-

sult of our labors that will cause

your hearts to leap with joy. God
bless you, I ask it in the name of

Jesus Christ. Amen.

EIDER JOSEPH W. M'MTTRRIN.

My brethren and sisters : I am
requested to speak a few words be-

fore the benediction is pronounced.

In common with others of the

brethren who have borne their tes-

timonies during this general semi-

annual conference, I can say that

I have been exceeding happy, and

have been thankful to my Father in

heaven that my spirit has been in

harmony with the counsels and

teaching that have been delivered
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to the people by the servants of the

Lord.

One of the peculiarities of the

Latter-day Saints is their belief in

Divine revelation. It has been

stated in this meeting- this after-

noon that we are believers in the

revelations of the Almighty, and
that there is necessity for the word
of the Lord to come unto the peo-

ple in these latter times as in for-

mer ages. I sometimes wonder that

there should be so much doubt in

the minds of the people concerning

divine revelation, when we think of

th: marvelous advances that are

being made scientifically among the

nations of the earth. It is possi-

ble now, so we are told, (while we
may not comprehend the principle

altogether by which this thing that

I have in mind is accomplished, I

suppose we have no doubt that it is

being accomplished), that messages
are sent through the air without any
means of transmission that we can
see, through the agency of what is

termed wireless telegraphy. All

that the most of us know about it is

that there are delicate instruments
that are so in tune with each other
that, by some mysterious means,
when an instrument is touched here,

afar off, hundreds of miles away,
there will be a response with an-
other instrument that is

-

in harmony
with the first, and the message will

be received and understood. Some-
thing akin to that is also said in re-

lation to musical instruments, that
where two musical instruments are
in perfect accord with each other, if

a note be sounded on one, another
instrument in the same room, if in
exact harmony, and responsive to
the note, will make reply. Is it not
possible, my brethren and sisters,

when we see these things transpir-
ing among the children of men, to

believe that we can be so in har-

mony with our Father in Heaven
in our spirit, in our thoughts, that

we can receive and recognize the

message of the Almighty when the

voice of the Master speaks through
His servants? There is, or should
be, a responsive key or spirit within

our own souls that should be in

perfect accord with that that is di-

vine. I believe in this doctrine

with all my soul. I do not only

believe that the manifestations of

the power of God and the inspira-

tion of His Spirit has rested upon
those who have occupied prominent
and presiding positions in the

Church, but that it has been with
the people of the Lord generally.

I could not helo but recall, this

afternoon, when the name of Broth-
er Anthony W. Ivins, the President

of the Stake in Mexico, was named
as an Apostle, that, years ago,

there came into my own soul this

very spirit to which I refer. I re-

member at one time when I was
afar off in the missionary field,

reading of the appointment of

Brother Ivins to preside in Mexico

;

as I read there came over me the

spirit of inspiration, and whispered
to my soul that the time would come
when Brother Ivins, who was then

called to break up his home and go
afar off into an adjoining republic,

among a people that could hardly

be deemed desirable,when he would
much rather, I imagine, have re-

mained with his own people, he,

nevertheless, broke up his home,
sold his possessions and, at the call

of the authorities of the Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints,

cheerfully undertook the accom-
plishment of the work allotted to

him,—I say, as I read of these

things, and thought and pondered
over the sacrifices that he was will-
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ing to make, there came into my
soul the testimony that God would
yet call him to the ministry of the

apostleship.

A few years ago, probably seven

or eight years, in journeying with

one of the Apostles, on a trip

south, I spoke to him in relation to

this impression of the Spirit that

had come to me. I was beginning to

wonder whether I had been rightly

impressed, as a number of vacan-

cies had occurred in the apostleship

and had been filled, and still Broth-

er Ivins was not chosen. To my as-

tonishment that Apostle either took

a little journal from his pocket and
read to me, or related to me, I am
not sure which, but I believe that he

read it from his journal, that one
of the great pioneers of this coun-

try, one of our statesmen, who was
also one of our noted apostles, the

"father of the southern country,"

Apostle Erastus Snow, many years

ago, in the days of the boyhood of

this brother who has been chosen to

the apostleship, prophesied that the

t
;me would come when he would be

called to this very position, and
stand in the quorum of the Twelve
Apostles. Men may laugh and sneer

and doubt the possibility of the in-

spiration of the Holy Ghost, and
the revelations of the Almighty that

come to man, but in my soul, and in

the souls, I trust, of those who are

gathered together in this congrega-
tion, who have taken upon them the

name of the Lord Jesus, there has

come answer to prayer, there has

come understanding in relation to

the truth, there has come the reve-

lation of the Lord God of heaven
to us, that this work to which we
have set our hands is the very pow-
er of God, the work of the Al-
mighty. I thank the Lord for it. I

thank God for the testimony I have

of the truth. And I do know the

truth ; I know that this people have

been established in these latter days

ly the revelation and command-
ment of the Almighty, and that the

predictions spoken through the

mouths of the old prophets in rela-

tion to the marvelous work of the

latter days are be'ing brought to

pass. The work we will accom-

plish hereafter will continue to be

a fulfilment of the sayings of the

prophets, and nothing can stay it.

God has promised it. God has set

His hand to accomplish this work,

and He has said concerning those

who may oppose it, that the wis-

dom of the wise shall perish, and

the understanding of the prudent

shall be brought to naught, while

the Lord of heaven continues in

the accomplishment of his strange

and wonderful work. These prom-

ises relative to the latter days will

all be wrought out in the Lord's

own time. There is power with

God to decree and to fulfil His de-

cree, and there is no power in the

nations of men to thwart the de-

cree that God has made. And in

this we are strong. In this we are

mighty, though we may be classed

among the weak things of the

world, we are nevertheless doing

the thing appointed unto us of God,

and the Lord will carry it through.

This is my testimony, and I rejoice

in it. I bear it to you in fear and

trembling, in a sense, and yet with

an unutterable joy, a joy that passes

all understanding. I know that

God has established His work, and

that in this Church there can be

found the doctrines and the power

of God to salvation. May God help

us to believe it, and to indicate our

belief by practicing the things that
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have been revealed, is my prayer,

through Jesus Christ. Amen.

The Temple choir sang the an-

them, "But in the last days it shall

come to pass."

Benediction was pronounced by
Elder Rudger Clawson.

Third Overflow Meeting.

In the Barratt Hall at 2 p. m.,

President Seymour B. Young pre-

siding.

A quartet, "Dear Refuge," was
sung by Elders Horace G. Whit-
ney, George D. Pyper, Edward P.

Kimball and John D. Spencer.

Braver was offered by Elder Ed-
ward H. Snow.
The congregation sang the hymn,

"How firm a foundation, ye Saints

of the Lord."

ELDER ALONZO A. HINCKLEY.

(President of Millard Stake.)

My brethren and sisters, the ses-

sions of the conference that it has
been my privilege to attend thus far
I have enjoyed most thoroughly. I

have rejoiced in the spirit of the
conference, in the blessing of the
Lord that has accompanied our
brethren who have borne testimony,
and spoken to us, and I sincerely
hope that, for the few moments it is

my duty to appear before you, I

shall be remembered by you in your
faith and prayers, that the Lord
may assist me. I have absolutely
formulated nothing in my mind in
all the anxiety that I have experi-

enced in the last two hours, since

this meeting was appointed, but I

have felt in my heart that, if I could

do nothing more, I could bear an
honest testimony to the truthful-

ness of the work of the Lord.

I have been called to labor in the

Millard Stake of Zion, over a most
excellent people; and, as I was re-

marking to one of the brethren yes-

terday, we feel that we cannot help

but accomplish good when, out of

a Church population of about 4,700

souls, in the Millard Stake of Zion,

we have 2,000 who bear the Holy
Priesthood, a majority of whom are

faithful and true in the discharge of

their duty. In a calculation that was
made some three weeks ago, by
members of the Stake Presidency,

we felt we could safely report that,

in the Millard Stake of Zion, all the

officers, including the presidency,

high council, alternate high council-

lors, and those who preside over the

various auxiliary associations of

the stake, the Bishops, their coun-
selors, and those who work in or-

ganizations in the various wards of

that stake of Zion,numbering 1,700,

are honest and faithful tithe pay-
ers, and all are observers of the

Word of Wisdom, so far as tea, to-

bacco and alcoholic drinks are con-

cerned; not one but has full faith

in the Gospel. I say that, with that

force of brethren and sisters, of

that sterling quality and manner of

life, and such faith in the Gospel,

we have felt we could not help

but succeed in the work that the

Lord has called us to perform.

The great duty that rests upon
the Latter-day Saints is, not so par-

ticularly in declaring the word of

the Lord, but it is living the Gospel
as we have received it. It is not suf-

ficient that a child should learn to

repeat, "Blessed are the pure in


