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Among- them will be seen the hus-
bandman and the scholar, the arti-

san and man of affairs, the school
boy and the professor. In short,
men and women from every calling
and station in life are represented.
The mere contact of such diversi-
fied elements is necessarily educa-
tive, and broadening, as well as be-
ing conducive to unity and har-
mony. And, perhaps, the greatest
effect is found in the augmented
conception which all must gain of
the magnitude of this great latter-
day work.

In speaking of the diversified el-

ements which compose one of these
great gatherings, one is reminded
of the fact that nearly all of the
races of the earth are here repre-
sented. This remarkable achieve-
ment is brought about by the prin-
ciple of gathering, another charac-
teristic of our faith. In every Gos-
pel dispensation the Lord has sep-
arated his people from influences
which would have restricted Him
in the accomplishment of His pur-
poses. It is very befitting that this
great latter-day gathering from all

nations should be brought about in
a nation whose foundation stones
were^ laid on precisely the same
principle. Inter-mingling and cross-
ing of races or types, under favor-
able conditions, produce the great-
est results. Our national life verifies
this statement. Washington, Frank-
lin, Jefferson, Jackson, in fact all

the fathers of our nation, were the
products of an inter-mingling of
races on new soil, and in a better
environment. The present occupant
of the White House is another il-

lustrious example of this principle.
His ancestry may be traced back to
the good old New York Dutch. If
in a generation or two this princi-
ple has produced such individuals

as those named, may we not in suc-

ceeding generations look for an en-

tire people to become superior? This
theory is greatly strengthened bv
the results of Mr. Burbank's exper-
iments with plants. He seldom ob-

tains results in one or two crosses

of species and often not until the

tenth or even the twentieth genera-
tion. His final results, however, are

astounding the scientific world.
Does not this suggest that the

Lord is employing the most natural,

and at the same time the most effec-

tual means of bringing about sim-
ilar and even greater results in

calling His chosen people from all

the nations of the earth, and mak-
ing of them a united whole?
As Mr. Burbank, by painstaking

care, brings each plant to a higher
development in order to accomplish
the final results, so should we as

fathers and mothers and guardians
of the youth of our people, by pray-
erful vigilence bestow like care up-
on the tender and beautiful plants

God has entrusted to our nurturing
in order to promote His purposes
in the perfecting and exalting of

the human race. To this end may
we consecrate our lives is my prayer
in the name of the Lord Jesus.
Amen.

PRESIDENT SEYMOUR B. YOUNG.

I am led to say a few words this

afternoon in regard to what was
said in Priesthood meeting last

night, looking to the distribution of

the Book of Mormon among the

people of the world. Brother Ells-

worth, of the Northern States Mis-
sion, reported that they had dis-

tributed recently, by sale, several

thousands of the Book of Mormon

;

and so greatly had the demand in-
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creased for this scriptural volume,

that he had given an order for a

supply for the following year to be

sold in his mission and in the South-

ern States, Central States, and

Eastern States missions. He had

ordered one hundred thousand cop-

ies, and he believed that would not

quite fill the demand that would be

made upon them during the com-

ing year. Now this, my brethren

and sisters, is very encouraging. It

makes my heart glad to see this

great book, containing the revela-

tions of the Lord, the restoration of

the Gospel, the pure principles of

life and salvation, coming to be bet-

ter known among the children of

men, more universally appreciated.

I am reminded now of something

that I read a day or two ago that

appeared in a morning paper, in

regard to the laying and dedication

of the cornerstone for the building

of a church in Washington, D. C,
the United Christian Church, that

is to cost seven millions of dollars.

J. Pierpont Morgan, one of the

greatest financiers of the age, was
present, and it is said that he was
one of the largest contributors to

the construction of that church.

President Roosevelt also was pres-

ent, and congratulated the general

board of administration on the won-
derful success they had met in ob-
taining subscriptions toward the

large amount of means needed for

the building of this great house of

worship. I am reminded, my breth-
ren and sisters, of a house of wor-
ship that was built in the early part
of the nineteenth century. In 1833
a house of worship was commenced
in Kirtland, Ohio. It was erected
under direction of the Prophet Jos-
eph Smith, the Prophet of the dis-

pensation of the fulness of times.
In the commencement of that build-

ing it was conceded that there was

not means enough in possession of

all the members of the Church to

erect the house; but, faith in God,

the eternal Father, was the inspir-

ing word, and they were successful.

In less than three years from the

time of its commencement the house

was completed, known as the Kirt-

land Temple, the first that was built

by the Latter-day Saints, and it cost

about $70,000. The Saints taxed

themselves to the utmost in time

and means to erect and complete

that house of worship ; it was most

earnest self-sacrifice and devoted

labor.

I would like to call your atten-

tion to the prayer of dedication that

was given by revelation through the

Prophet Joseph Smith. On the 27th

day of March, 1836, this temple was
dedicated, not as the Church I spoke

of that is to be erected in Washing-
ton, D. C, to Saint Peter and Saint

Paul, but it was dedicated to Is-

rael's God. "Thanks be to thy

name," was the prayer of the

Prophet Joseph Smith, as he ex-

tended his hands to heaven, and
bowed before the congregation of

the Saints

:

"Thanks be to Thy name, O Lord God
of Israel, who keepest covenant and
showest mercy unto Thy servants who
walk uprightly before Thee.with all their

hearts. Thou who hast commanded Thy
people to build a house to Thy name in

this place (Kirtland). And now Thou
beholdest, O Lord, that Thy servants

have done accordmg to Thy command-
ment, and now we ask Thee, Holy
Father, in the name of Jesus Christ, the

Son of Thy bosom, in whose name alone

salvation can be administered to the

children of men, we ask Thee to accept

of this house, the workmanship of the

hands of us, thy servants, which Thou
didst command us to build; for Thou
knowest that we have done this work
through great tribulation, and out of our

poverty we have given of our substance,
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to build a house to Thy name, that the
Son of man might have a place to mani-
fest Himself to His people."

On that occasion, Sidney Rigdon
preached the dedicatorial sermon,
and he took for his text the follow-
ing scripture, "The foxes have
holes, the birds of the air have nests,

but the Son of man hath not where
to lay His head." Then he pro-
ceeded and said in effect: Many
edifices, churches, and temples of
worship have been erected by the
Christian sects of the world and
dedicated to St. Paul,' St. Peter, St.

John, St. Matthew, St. Mark, St.

Luke and others of the Saints and
Prophets named in church calen-
dars, but for the first time in this

generation, or dispensation, or dur-
ing many hundreds of years past, a
house is being dedicated this day to
the name of the Lord, for His di-

vine acceptance, a place for Him
to visit or to dwell in. In proof
that He did accept of this house, I
beg leave to call your attention to
section 110 of the Doctrine and
Covenants, from which I read to
you as follows : "Visions manifest-
ed to Joseph, the Seer, and Oliver
Cowdery in the Kirtland Temple,
April 3rd, 1836 :"

"The veil was taken from our minds,
and the eyes of our understanding were
opened. We saw the Lord standing
upon the breastwork of the pulpit, be-
fore us, and under His feet was a paved
work of pure gold in color like amber.
• • . . And His voice was as the
sound of the rushing of great waters,
even the voice of Jehovah, saying: 'I
am the first and the last, I am He who
liveth, I am He who was slain, I am
your Advocate with the Father. Behold,
your sins are forgiven you, you are clean
before Me, therefore lift up your heads
and rejoice. Let the hearts of your
brethren rejoice, and let the hearts of all
My people rejoice. For behold I have
accepted this house, and ... I will

appear unto My servants, and speak unto
them with Mine own voice, if My peo-
ple will keep My commandments, and
do not pollute this holy house.'

"

My brethren and sisters, the fol-

lowing points I wish to impress up-
on your minds : The circumstances
under which this first temple was
erected were seemingly unpropiti-

tious for its completion, yet, by the

faith of the Saints, and their united

efforts, although but a handful, they

did complete the house and dedicat-

ed it to the Lord, and the Lord ac-

cepted it.

I am led to mark the difference

that exists in the Church then and
today, in regard to erecting public

buildings. It is not a serious mat-
ter now, nor one of long postpone-
ment, for the Saints to undertake
and complete any kind of public

building needed by them, and finish

it in beauty and excellence as they

may desire to do, for we are much
more numerous than we were in

Kirtland. We have better facili-

ties, and more means at our com-
mand to accomplish the work that

is required at our hands, and in this

we rejoice exceedingly. I am led

to note, at this time, the difference

in the condition of the Prophet and
his brethren in the early days of the

Church and conditions as they are

now. President Joseph F. Smith
and his brethren are free to eo
and come as they may deem prop-
er. Not so in the days of the

Prophet Joseph and his brother
Hyrum. They knew no peace from
the time of the Prophet's first vision
in 1820, until their martyrdom in

Carthage jail, in 1844. President
Joseph F. Smith occupies the same
position before the people and be-

fore the world that his uncle, Jos-
eph Smith the Prophet, occupied;
and his brother John occupies the
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position that their father held, viz.,

Presiding Patriarch of the Church.

Now, my brethren and sisters, we
truly rejoice in our improved con-

ditions. We are glad that our breth-

ren who preside over us now have

liberty, have freedom of speech, are

free to travel to and fro. As I said

before, we rejoice at the improved
opportunities that are now given to

the people of the world to become
better acquainted with the Saints,

and with the Book of Mormon, that

priceless book translated by the

Prophet Joseph Smith from plates

of gold, committed to him by the

Angel Moroni, who gave to the boy
Prophet of the nineteenth century
the record which he translated by
the gift and power of God.

I testify to you, my brethren and
sisters, that Joseph Smith was in-

deed a Prophet of God ; that this is

the Church of Jesus Christ, and
that from it will grow His kingdom
that shall fill the earth. I pray that
we may prove faithful and maintain
our integrity and purity of life, and
be witnesses for Him that we may
be acceptable unto Him, and in-

crease in knowledge in regard to
this great work which He has es-

tablished in the earth. May we be
true and faithful to all things com-
mitted unto us is my earnest prayer,
and I ask it in the name of Jesus
Christ. Amen.

The names of the General Auth-
orities of the Church were present-
ed by President Seymour B. Young
and all were sustained by unani-
mous vote of the congregation. (See
l-'St in connection with report of
proceedings in the Tabernacle.)
A double quartet, "Home Love,"

was sung by the brethren who had
rendered the preceding pieces.

Benediction was pronounced by
President Seymour B. Young.

CLOSING SESSION.

- In the Tabernacle, at 2 p. m.
President Joseph F. Smith called

the meeting to order.

The choir sang the anthem, "Gos-
pel Restoration."

Prayer was offered by Elder
David K. Udall.

The choir sang the "Hallelujah
Chorus."

ELDER SAMUEL 0. BENNION.

(President of Central States Mission.)

My brethren and sisters, my
heart is full of gratitude to our
Father in heaven, for having the

privilege of meeting with you in

conference this afternoon, and ex-

pressing myself, according to the

light that I have, concerning our
work in the Central States mission.

I sincerely desire an interest in your
faith and prayers, that I may be
enabled to talk as I would like to

do concerning the work we are do-
ing.

As most of you, perhaps all of

you, are aware, our headquarters
are located in Independence, Mis-
souri, to which place we moved last.

March. It became necessary, it

seemed, for us to have permanent
headquarters for our mission, and
we communicated about this mat-
ter with the brethren at home, the

First Presidency, and they instruct-

ed us to go to Independence. I can
say that we were received by the
people there with open arms. The
business people, the Christians of


