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lation to the salvation of the dead.

You will all remember the great

anxiety of the Prophet Joseph
Smith in regard to this subject. On
more than one occasion he said that

he was very much concerned about
this matter, and desired to bring it

before the people. I rejoice, my
brethren and sisters, to be enabled

to say to you this morning that

there has been a wonderful increase

in the interest manifested in this

work, especially during the past six

months. The Temple, the House of

the Lord, has been so crowded, on
many occasions, that we have had to

send people away, much to our re-

gret, however. Every day shows
an increase in this work. The Lat-

ter-day Saints come here from all

parts of the country, from Old
Mexico, New Mexico, Arizona, and
all the settlements in the south, as

well as from Canada, from Idaho,

and all the settlements in the north.

They flock here by the hundreds,

and I may say by the thousands.

This is one of the evidences, to me,
my brethren and sisters, that the

people are improving; and they are

fulfilling the promises that have
been made by the prophets of old,

that the hearts of the fathers would
turn to the children, and the hearts

of the children would turn to the

fathers. There is a greater interest

in this direction, within the last six

months, than I have ever seen be-

fore ; and that is only one item that

causes my heart to rejoice this

morning.

I never saw a brighter day than

this, for the Latter-day Saints. Ev-
erything that I see around me and
everything that I hear causes me to

rejoice. We have heard this morn-
ing that there are eighteen hundred
missionaries abroad in the world

preaching the Gospel of life and sal-

vation, "Peace on earth, good will

to men." That is the message they

go abroad to deliver, and it is left

optional with every person to accept

or reject it. If they accept it, it is

life and salvation; if they reject it,

it may be their condemnation.
Now, my brethren and sisters, I

did want to say just these few
words to you, and to exoress my
thanks and gratitude to God, my
eternal Father, that He has pre-

served my life this long. I am' now
in my eighty-seventh year, and I

am thankful that I have all my fac-

ulties.

I pray God, my eternal Father,

that He will continue to bless and
prosper His people; and He surely

will, my brethren and sisters, if we
fulfil and discharge our duties as

we ought to do ; and may the Lord
help us, is my prayer. Amen.
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The Saints not contentious, but peace-
makers.—The ethics of "Mormonism."
—The gathering an important feature
of God's work.—Outcasts from home,
but blessed in Zion.—Joseph's prophecy
fulfilled concerning the Rocky Moun-
tain region.

I am happy, this morning to

have the privilege of being present

with you, of listening to the dis-

courses that we have heard, and the

good instructions given us. I be-

lieve that they have been enjoyed
by all. I rejoice in the testimony

that we have heard, and I rejoice in

possessing this same testimony, that

I know the Prophet Joseph Smith
was authorized and sent of God to

perform the great and important

work which he accomplished.

President Smith said that a con-

tentious spirit showed the spirit of
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apostasy. I thought of the words of
the Savior: "Blessed are the peace-
makers, for they shall be called the
children of God." We want to be
peacemakers. We do not want to

contend. The Lord says to us

:

"Contend against no church, save it

be the church of the devil." Our
desire is not to contend, but to

preach the Gospel of peace unto
men. Where men want informa-
tion concerning what we believe,

we are always ready to give it unto
them ; but if they only want to con-
tend with us, and they have a quar-

relsome spirit, we do not want to

encourage argument with such. If.

however, they are seeking for truth
we are ready to meet them in a
friendly spirit, for the sake of con-
vincing them of the truth. The Lord
has given unto us the truth, and the

truth has made us free. We do not
labor under the oppression of doubt
and darkness, but through the truth

revealed from heaven we have been
set free, and we rejoice in this free-

dom.
I am pleased to see so many here

this morning at the first session of

our conference. I would like to

read to you a few words from the

fifty-ninth section of the Doctrine

and Covenants

:

"Behold, blessed, saith the Lord, are
they who have come up unto this land

with an eye single to my glory, accord-

ing to my commandments

;

"For them that live shall inherit the

earth, and them that die shall rest from
all their labors, and their works shall

follow them, and they shall receive a

crown in the mansions of my Father,

which I have prepared for them;

"Yea, blessed are they whose feet

stand upon the land of Zion, who have

obeyed my Gospel, for they shall receive

for their reward the good things of the

earth; and it shall bring forth in its

strength

;

"And they shall also be crowned with

blessings from above, yea, and with com,
mandments not a few; and with revela-
tions in their time : they that are faithful
and diligent before me.
"Wherefore I give unto them a com-

mandment, saying thus : Thou shalt love
the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
with all thy might, mind, and strength

;

and in the name of Jesus Christ thou
shalt serve Him.
"Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thy-

self. Thou shalt not steal ; neither com-
mit adultery, nor kill, nor do anything
like unto it.

"Thou shalt thank the Lord thy God
in all things."

These verses give us the ethics of

"Morm'onism." Here also are glor-

ious promises unto those who have
come up to the land of Zion.

Through the principle of gathering,

this vast congregation is present to-

day. Most of the older people have
come from other states and other

nations. They have come here be-

cause they wanted to assemble with

the people of God. They have left

their homes to come to the land of

Zion, and all those who came here

with an eye single to the glory of

God, have found Zion. Those who
did not come with an eye single to

the glory of God, but whose aim
was to build up self, make means,

and so forth, have not found Zion.

but have been ready to find fault

with it. You who came here with

Zion in your hearts did not feel to

find fault with existing conditions,

although you may have had to take

hold of labors that you had never

been accustomed to. ' You may have

left good homes to come here; you

may have tasted of poverty, and so

on, yet, having Zion in your hearts,

you felt you had come to the land

that God had appointed for a gath-

ering place for His people.

The principle of gathering was
taught early in the history of our

Church. When I read the eleventh
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chapter of Isaiah, which the angel
Moroni quoted to the boy Joseph,
then only eighteen years old, I see

that he was taught this principle of

gathering, and of building up a

Zion unto God. It was not a prin-

ciple that was evolved after the

Church was organized and it had
been thought best to gather togeth-

er the people. The angel Moroni
taught it to Joseph before any one
was baptized in the Church. In May
1829, the Lord revealed to Joseph
Smith that He would gather His
people together, and said that if

they would come they should par-

take of the water of life freely. The
Prophet received this principle from
the Lord; he could not have taken
it from any of the existing religions,

for it was taught in none of them.

He was told that the Lord intended

to gather His people, and during the

first year after the organization of

the Church, from month to month,
there are allusions to this principle

;

and before a year had passed the

Lord spoke like this, concerning
Zion

:

"And the glory of the Lord shall be
there, and the terror of the Lord also

shall be there, insomuch that the wicked
will not come unto it, and it shall be
called Zion.

"And it shall come to pass, among the

wicked ,that every man that will not take

his sword against his neighbor, must
needs flee unto Zion for safety.

"And there shall be gathered unto it

out of every nation under heaven ; and it

shall be the only people that shall not be

at war one with another.

"And it shall be said among the

wicked, Let us not go up to battle

against Zion, for the inhabitants of Zion

are terrible ; wherefore we cannot stand.

"And it shall come to pass that the

righteous shall be gathered out from

among all nations, and shall come
_
to

Zion, singing with songs of everlasting

joy."

This revelation was given March

7, 1831. The Church was not then

a year old, and but very few had ac-

cepted the faith; but the Lord re-

vealed through His servant, the

Prophet Joseph, the glory that

should come unto Zion, and He told

him that the people of Zion should

be gathered from every nation.

Think of this young man called to

lead the Church, then but twenty-

five years of age, given this promise

that there should be established a

Zion to which the people should

gather out of all nations ! What
likelihood was there for him to im-

agine this himself, when he looked

at the small flock around him that

believed in his words? But it was
not his imaginings ; it was the rev-

elation of God unto him that there

should be established a Zion to

which people should come from out

of all nations. It was the fulfil-

ment of the prophecies in the sec-

ond chapter of Isaiah, and fourth

chapter of Micah, in language sim-

ilarly worded, when they looked

down through the vista of time and

saw there was to be a gathering,

and that the people would go up to

the "mountain of the Lord, to the

house of the God of Jacob," in or-

der that they might learn of His

ways and walk in His paths. Isa-

iah prophesied to this effect, and

we bear testimony it is coming t5

pass.

In this congregation before me
there are people from all parts of

the world. They have heard the

Gospel preached in their different

homes. They have learned what it

means to accept the truth. They
have learned that those who will

live godly in Christ shall be perse-

cuted. They had not done anything

to deserve the strictures, the mock-

ings, and the persecutions of their

neighbors ; they had simply believed
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in the words they heard from the

servants of God and made cove-

nants with the Lord, in the waters

of baptism, to serve Him'. In the

sincerity of their hearts they had
repented of their sins and were try-

ing to live better lives, and for do-

ing this their neighbors and friends,

yea relatives, looked down upon
them. They felt like a certain

mother who, when she heard that

her son had received the Gospel and
become a Mormon, said: "Oh, how
could you do such a thing and bring

shame upon us. Had you stolen and
been sent to the penitentiary, you
could have got over that, but the

thought of your becoming a Mor-
mon, the thought of the shame that

is brought upon us, makes us say

that vou are not a son of ours." Yet
he had done nothing except that he

believed in the Gospel as preached

to him and had repented of his sins

and been baptized. Thus he was
rejected by his own mother. In this

way friends and relatives have ris-

en up against those who have join-

ed the Church. You, my brethren

and sisters, have learned what it

costs to join an unpopular people,

but do you feel that you would ex-

change the blessings you have re-

ceived by obeying the Gospel, for

the good will of those who despise

yeu ? I think not. You have found

the "pearl of great price." To you
it is of inestimable value, and you
cannot afford to lose it. "Blessed

are they who have come to this

land," says the Lord, "with an eye

single to my glory, according to my
commandments ;" and He also says,

"Blessed are they whose feet stand

upon the land of Zion, who have

obeyed my gospel, for they shall re-

ceive for their reward (the good
things of the earth, and it shall

bring forth in its strength." This

was the promise. I have often won-
dered if the pioneers, when they
first saw this valley, with its barren,

sunbaked soil, covered with sage-

brush, except along the creeks

where willows and a few straggling

cottonwoods grew, thought it possi-

ble that this promise could be ful-

filled : that they should receive the
good thing's of the earth, and that

it should bring forth in its strength.

When these words were revealed
through the Prophet to the Saints

of the Colesville branch in Jackson
county, and they looked upon the

beautiful country around them

—

the rolling plains, the fertile soil

—

it was easy for them to believe it;

but it was not so easy for the Saints

who came here to believe that this

dry soil would be able to bring
forth in strength the good things of

the earth. Yet they had enduring
faith ; they had followed their lead-

er, President Brigham Young, over
the plains and had come here hav-
ing full confidence in his leadership

for they knew that he was the suc-

cessor of the Prophet Joseph.

The idea of going to the Rocky
Mountains was not original with
President Brigham Young. He just

executed the plan which had been
given through the Prophet Joseph,

when he prophesied that this peo-

ple would gather here in the Rocky
Mountains and become a mighty
people. So imbued was the Prophet
with this thought that a committee
was appointed by him to go to the

Rocky Mountains to examine the

country and select a gathering place

for the Saints. Through circum-

stances which arose the committee
did not go during his lifetime, but

it shows that the Prophet Joseph,
with the eye of -prophecy, saw what
would come to pass. President

Young followed him. He called
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upon men to come with him, and
having a testimony of the truth, and
believing that he was the Prophet
of God, they followed him. He did

not know much about this country.

Before them lay the pathless plains

on which roamed the savages ; and
beyond those plains, what? The
Rocky Mountains, unexplored.

Only a few had been here before the

President, inspired by the Spirit of

God, led the people to this place;

and as forbidding as this land
looked when they came here in 1847
he still said : This is the land, and
here shall the Temple of God be
erected. With the eye of prophecy
he saw the future. It was not an
easy task that was given to the pio-

neers to settle this country, but the

Lord had said : "Blessed are they

whose feet stand upon the land of

Zion, who have obeyed my gospel,

for they shall receive as their re-

ward the good things of the earth,

and it shall bring forth in its

strength." That promise was made,
and you can all bear testimony that

it has been fulfilled. You can tes-

tify that the Lord has blessed this

land, that He has temoered the ele-

ments, and through His blessings

and the labors of His people this

land has been made to blossom as a
rose, to use the figurative language
of the Prophet.

The Lord is able to bless His peo-

ple, but He asks of them' that they

shall keep their eye single to His
glory, single to this one aim, to

serve Him. None can serve two
masters. He that serves two mas-
ters, Jesus says, will love the one
and despise the other. We love the

Master, we love to serve Him, for

He is able to bless us, not only in

the present but in all time to come.

If we strive to live with an eye

single to the glory of God, doing
His will, we will be able to gather

riches that, will be imperishable

riches that we will not need to leave

behind us, for they will go with us.

When working for self we acquire

the things that will perish, but that

which we do through faith in God,

with an eye single to His glory,

with love and brotherly kindness for

each other, that will be placed to

our credit, and no one can take it

from us.

Brethren and sisters, let us all re-

solve that we will serve God. Let

this thought go through the heart

of each of us : As for me and my
house, we will serve the Lord, come
what may. The time which the

Lord has given us here upon the

earth is very valuable indeed. There

is so much that we can do. Let us

not neglect our opportunities. Let

us rejoice in having received this

Gospel and the testimony that it is

the Gospel of Christ. Let us re-

joice that we are members of His

Church, and resolve to so live that

the whole world may know that we
have received the truth and are

what we profess to be. May God
bless all Israel, is my prayer, in the

name of Jesus. Amen.

The choir and congregation sang

the hymn

:

Our God, we raise to Thee
Thanks for Thy blessings free

We here enjoy;

In this far western land,

A true and chosen band,

Led hither by Thy hand,

We sing for joy.

Benediction was pronounced by

Patriarch John Smith.

Conference was adjourned until

2 p. m.


