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cannot be hid, whose light is shin-

ing-, in all the world, and is light-

ing the feet of those who are seek-

ing the Word of Life. We have

been gathered out, and others are

being gathered out, from the world

and are following in the footsteps

of God's servants. I would advise

the Latter-day Saints to continue in

following the servants of the Lord,

who preside in the Church and
Kingdom of Christ. Never in the

history of the people have the saints

gone wrong or gone astray while

following the lead of the Presidency

and general authorities of the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints. Never in the world

will the people go wrong or go
astray and fall by the wayside, if

they will continue to follow the lead

of these men of God; and I want
to suggest that we look to the

Presidency of the Church, and the

leading quorums of the Priesthood,

as true indicators of the way the

Lord would have us walk. They are

indeed God's liahona, and if we
will discover their spirit in all mat-

ters pertaining to the building up
of the Kingdom of God, the spread

of everlasting truth, and then fol-

low them, we will be right, will

prosper, will do as the Lord wishes

us to do. We will keep His com-
mandments, and in return shall re-

ceive light and truth until we be

glorified, and know all things, and
are prepared and worthy to dwell

with God in Celestial Glory.

May the Lord bless the Saints,

that they may ever be willing thus

to seek to understand and know
the mind and will of God, as it may
be indicated unto the people in all

things, through the Presidency of
the Church ; and, having discover-

ed what the Lord wishes, be de-

termined that with all our strength

and power we shall go in that way.

This will be a blessed day, a blessed
future, for the Saints of the Most
High.
God bless the people in the name

of Jesus. Amen.

ELDER GEORGE ALBERT SMITH.

Appreciating the importance of the Sac-
rament.—Reverence and care in its

adminstration.—Scripture teachings
concerning the Sacrament.—Sacred-
ness of covenants.

I desire that my words to you
may be indicted by the Spirit of

our Father in Heaven, for the brief

time allotted to a speaker is so val-

uable that individual opinions are of
little worth, except they be inspir-

ed of the Lord.

,
I have rejoiced in being permitted

to attend this conference, and m
meeting so many of our brethren

and sisters. To me it has been a
time of refreshing, and I have en-

joyed, more than I can tell, the in-

structions and spirit of the Confer-
ence.

It is my privilege to travel and
visit from place to place in the

Church, and among the evidences

of faithfulness that I have observ-

ed, in many places, is the increased

attendance of the members of the

Church in their sacrament meet-
ings. I feel that a comprehension
of the sacredness of the sacrament
of the Lord's Supper is important

to the members of the Church. We
partake of physical food—that is,

we partake of bread and water etc.,

to nourish the physical body. It

is just as necessary that we partake

of the emblems of the body and
blood of our risen Lord to increase

our spiritual strength. It is ob-

served that men and women who go
from year to year without partaking
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of the Lord's Supper, gradually
lose the Spirit of our Heavenly
Father ; they forfeit its companion-
ship where they have had opportun-
ity to participate in that blessing,

but have failed to take advantage
of it. The sacrament is of great

importance. The Lord Himself or-

dained that we partake of these

emblems. • There are many people

who believe it is necessary to be
baptized, and to have other or-

dinances of the Gospel perform-
ed in their behalf, and yet they
become indifferent and careless re-

garding the sacrament of the Lord's
Supper. It was regarded of such
imporantce by our Father in

Heaven that, through His beloved
Son, and the apostles and prophets,

as recorded in the scriptures, the

Saints were admonished to partake

of it regularly. Three of the evan-

gelists refer to it, and we find that

the scripture, in many places,

teaches the importance of it, as it

was taught by the Lord Himself
when He dwelt in the flesh. Our
Father in Heaven does not give us

commandments or advice that are

not of importance. He teaches us

for our uplifting, for our growth
and development, and if we will

follow His counsel it will prepare

us to go back into His presence. So
I rejoice that the Saints are more
faithful in observing this require-

ment of our Father. Each Sabbath
day we are expected to meet to-

gether and partake of the emblems
of the body and blood of our risen

Redeemer. I have turned to a pas-

sage of scripture in the 11th chap-

ter of First Corinthians, begin-

ning with the 23rd verse, which
reads as follows

:

"For I have received of the Lord that

which also I delivered unto you, That
the Lord Jesus, the same night in which
he was betrayed, took bread

:

"And when He had given thanks, He
brake it, and said, Take, eat; this is my
body, which is broken for you; this do
in remembrance of me.
"After the same manner also he took

the cup, when he had supped, saying,

This cup is the new testament in my
blood : this do ye, as oft as ye drink it,

in remembrance of me.
"For as often as ye eat this bread, and

drink this cup, ye do show the Lord's
death till He come.
"Wherefore, whosoever shall eat this

bread, and drink this cup of the Lord,

unworthily, shall be guilty of the body
and blood of the Lord.
"But let a man examine himself, and

so let him eat of that bread, and drink

of that cup.

"For he that eateth and drinketh un-

worthily, eateth and drinketh damnation

to himself, not discerning the Lord's

body.
"For this cause many are weak and

sickly among you, and many sleep."

When I remember these words

that have been given to us as the

revelation of our Fathers' will, I re-

joice when I find our brethren and

sisters coming to the sanctuary and

partaking of these emblems as in-

dicated—worthily; but I desire

to call your attention to the fact

that there is danger if we do it un-

worthily. Before partaking of this

sacrament, our hearts should be

pure; our hands should be clean;

we should be divested of all enmity

toward our associates; we should

be at peace with our fellow men;
and we should have in our hearts

a desire to do the will of our

Father and to keep all of His com-
mandments. If we do this, partak-

ing of the sacrament will be a bless-

ing to us and will renew our spirit-

ual strength.

In connection with this matter,

I note that there is a great improve-

ment among us as a people. I be-

lieve our understanding of the im-

portance of this requirement is in-

creasing and becoming better all the
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time; that we are more particular

to have the vessels bearing these

emblems scrupulously clean, and
that everything pertaining to the

sacrament is as our Father in

Heaven would have it—clean,

sweet, and pure.

The Lord has indicated the im-
portance of the sacrament in anoth-

er way. There are certain of the

Priesthood who are not permitted

to officiate in this ordinance. The
Deacon or Teacher may not ad-

minister the sacrament, and those

who bear no Priesthood, cannot act

in this capacity. The Lord has cer-

tainly emphasized its importance by
designating those who may officiate.

Our people have been taught to

take the sacrament with the right

hand; we believe that is appropri-

ate, and proper, and acceptable to

our Father. The sacrament should

not be accepted with a gloved hand

;

nobody should receive it in that ir-

reverent manner. We should par-

take of it in humility, with prepara-

tion of clean hands and pure hearts,

and with a desire to be acceptable

to our Father; then we will re-

ceive it worthily, and rejoice in the

blessing that comes to us by reason

of it.

. The Lord has spoken regarding

this matter in the Scripture ; I re-

fer to the Bible, Book of Mormon,
and the Doctrine and Covenants. I

find in the Book of Mormon, chap-

ter 9, that Mormon, while teaching

the people, admonishes them as fol-

lows:
"See that ye are not baptized un-

worthily ; see that ye partake not

of the sacrament of Christ un-
worthily."

He thought it was of sufficient

importance to emphasize it, and
thus he taught the people in re-

gard thereto.

We also find reference to this

matter in the 18th chapter of Third
Nephi, where the Savior is instruct-

ing the people on this continent,

just as He had taught His disciples

in the old world, to observe the sac-

rament. It reads as follows :

"And when the multitude had eaten
and were filled, He said unto the disci-

ples, behold there shall one be ordained
among you, and to him will I give power
that he shall break bread, and bless it,

and give it unto the people of my
Church, unto all those who shall believe

and be baptized in my name.
"And this shall ye always observe to

do, even as I have done, even as I have
broken bread, and blessed it, and gave it

unto you."

We believe that the sacrament is

not the literal body and blood of our
Lord ; in other words, we do not

believe in the doctrine of Transub-
stantiation. The next verse reads

as follows

"And this shall ye do in remembrance
of my body, which I have shown unto
you. And it shall be a testimony unto
the Father, that ye do always remember
me. And if ye do always remember me,
ye shall have my Spirit to be with you."

So the Master taught, and there

are other things in this chapter, per-

taining to the same matter, that I

will not take time to read. In ad-
dition to that, we find that in our
own day the Lord has given us rev-

elation upon that subject. In sec-

tion 20 of the Doctrine and Coven-
ants, the Lord gives unto us in-

structions upon the matter. In that
revelation, beginning with the 75th
verse. He says

:

"It is expedient that the church meet
together often to partake of bread and
wine in the remembrance of the Lord
Jesus

;

"And the elder or priest shall admin-
ister it; and after this manner shall he
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administer it—he shall kneel, with the
church" [It does not say that the church
must kneel, but he shall kneel with the
Church] "and call upon the Father in

solemn prayer, saying
—

"

Note the beautiful prayer that

follows. It is the same as that con-

tained in the Book of Mormon, with
the exception of one single word

:

"O God, the eternal Father, we ask
Thee, in the name of Thy Son, Jesus
Christ, to bless and sanctify this bread
to the souls of all those who partake of

it, that they may eat in remembrance of
the body of thy Son, and witness unto
Thee, O God, the eternal Father, that

they are willing to take upon them the

name of Thy Son, and always remember
Him and keep His commandments which
He has given them, that they may al-

ways have His Spirit to be with them.

Amen."

The prayer and blessing upon

the water is somewhat similar. How
sacred, how profoundly sacred, are

the thoughts expressed in the sac-

rament prayer. I admonish you,

my brethren, that when we officiate

in administering the sacrament, we
repeat, if possible, the exact words
given by revelation, and that we do

so with the Spirit of the Lord.

When we repeat these prayers, we
should feel the sentiments express-

ed by the words that we speak.

Then I say also to those who par-

take of the sacrament, we should

consider seriously the covenants we
make with our Father. Let us pay
strict attention to those covenants,

and let us see to it that we eat and
drink worthily, for the blessings of

our souls and for the increase of

our spiritual strength. These bless-

ings are for you, my brethren and
sisters, who are of the household of

faith. Let us appreciate them, and
live worthy of them, that by our
lives we may exemplify our be-

lief. Let none of us be under con-

demnation by partaking of the

sacrament unworthily, thereby be-

ing deprived of the companionship
of the Spirit of our Father.

May the Lord bless us ; may His
Spirit continue to be poured out

upon us. May we love each other,

as our Father commanded that we
should do. If we can partake of the

sacrament worthily, we can love

each other, even as our Father has

ordained ; remembering that He has

said unto us: "If ye are not one, ye
are not mine." May we be
one. May we be His in very
deed—examplars of His cause
and His truth, ever ready to teach

and expound it in kindness and love,

to the convincing of His children

who know not of it. Let us teach
them the truth by precept and ex-

ample, so that, by reason of pur
faithfulness in so doing, our skirts

may be rid of the blood of the

generation in which we live; and
when we go to our eternal home,
may we be welcome there because
of our labor in the interest of our
Father's children.

May the Lord add His blessings,

and His peace be upon us, is my
prayer in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.

ELDEE GEORGE F. RICHARDS.

No perfect building can be erected from
a variety of plans.—One perfect plan

of salvation devised by the Great
Architect. — "Mormonism" includes

God's plan of salvation, the greatest

thing in the world.—"Mormonism" Is

built upon the immovable rock of

revelation.

My brethren and sisters: For
several days I have been contract-

ing a cold which this morning has

reached that stage which renders

my voice hoarse and unnatural, and


