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and truth is eternal, and must soon-

er or later prevail.

May the Lord defend it; and
may we defend it; and may we
have power to work out, not only

our own salvation, but to assist

in developing and working out the

destiny of the Church, through

Jesus Christ. Amen.

Sister Esther Davis rendered a

soprano solo, "O Loving Father."

ELDER BRIGHAM H. ROBERTS.

Yesterday President Smith gave

us instructions which, if he follow-

ed one would be able to make him-
self heard in this great auditorium.

When he got through, I thought

now) if he would only devise some
scheme, or give some instruction

that would help one to overcome his

inclination to stage fright, so that in

the first few moments, when ad-

dressing a congregation such as

this, one could tell whether he was
speaking in thundering tones or on
ly in a stage whisper, I would be

everlastingly grateful to him.

There was a remark, made by
President Lund in his address yes-

terday which appealed very forci-

bly to me. It was at that stage of

his remarks where he was pointing

out that the spirit of contention is

not the spirit of Christ, and where
he reminded us that it was our

duty, especially the duty of the

Elders of the Church, to preach the

Gospel of Peace. That reminded
me of a passage in one of the rev-

elations given to the Church short-

ly after the expulsion of the Saints

from Jackson County, Missouri.

I have no doubt in my own mind
but what the instruction seemed

very difficult to carry out by the

Saints of that period. I will read

to you the passage

:

"And again I say unto you, Sue for

peace, not only to the people that have
smitten you, but also to all people; and
lift up an ensign of peace and make a
proclamation for peace unto the ends of

the earth ; and make proposals for peace

unto those who have smitten you, ac-

cording to the voice of the Spirit which
is in you, and all things shall work to-

gether for your good."

I say that this instruction under

the circumstances was doubtless re-

garded as difficult to carry out. The
Saints, at that time, were smarting

under the sense of the heavy
wrongs inflicted upon them. They
had been whipped and maltreated.

Their houses had been burned.

They had been expelled from land

which they had purchased from the

Government. They were exiles

from their homes ; and to be told,

under these circumstance, to sue for

peace, even at the hands of those

who had smitten them—and to raise

an ensign of peace unto the world,

that, I say, was a hard task for peo-

ple in their condition. It ought to

be, and I think it is easier for us to

carry out the spirit of this instruc-

tion than it was for the Saints in

those days. When our circum-
stances are much more pleasant,

and when such opposition as we
have endured of late years has not

ended so disastrously to us, it

ought to be comparatively easy for

us to follow the admonition given
by President Lund, "to preach the

Gospel of Peace." And I doubt not
but we shall find this task all the

easier of accomplishment if we will

be entirely candid with ourselves

and remember our own imperfec-
tions and short comings, and our
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own folly, both as individuals and
also as a community. To illustrate

what I mean: As you know, I'have

had some experience in the world-

as a preacher of the Gospel, as a

representative of the Church in

mission fields. It is something of

a matter of pride with me that I

never yet preached the Gospel in

such a manner that it resulted in

mob violence
;
yet during my con-

nection with the Southern States

Mission and the mission in Great
Britain, there was scarcely a dis-

turbance with which I was not con-

nected, but it! was invariably to

render assistance to others who
were in trouble, and the trouble

was none of my creating. From
the experience then gained I know
that much of the opposition met
with in the world is the result of

the folly of some of the Elders.

We carry with us the Gospel of

Peace, it is true, but occasionally we
find Elders who shoot it at the peo-

ple as if it were porcupine quills,

with the result that they stir up need-

less animosities by their actions. We
ought not to marvel very much that

the religious world dislike us. You
know we have twisted the nose of

Dame Orthodoxy rather severely.

We start in by telling them that

neither the individual sects nor all

of the sects combined constitute the

Church and Kingdom of God. We
tell them that their creeds are false

and an abomination unto the Lord;
and the rasping part of the declara-

tion, to them, is that we prove it.

Now, under these circumstances

you don't suppose that you are go-

ing to have peace proclamations

from them, do you? I doubt if we,
ourselves, would be much inclined

to peace, if people made such a

proclamation concerning us. Well,

I think that we can put off our war-
paint all the easier if we remember
our own delinquencies and confess

them just a little. The Gospel of

Jesus Christ is perfect. There is

no flaw in it. There is no imper-
fection in if. The revelations of

God stand invulnerable. In our re-

cent experience as a Church, we
have had ample demonstration of

that truth. You think of the rigid

analysis made of our faith by one
of the most powerful and intelligent

committees in the Senate of the

United States. Recall that rigid in-

vestigation—what pinciple of the

Gospel failed? For what principle

revealed did you have to offer any
apology? For none. The truth of
God stood four-square to every
wind that blew upon it. I can con-

ceive of no assembly of men, no
congress, no parliament, no as-

sembly of the learned before whom
I would have the least hesitation

of undertaking the advocacy and
defense of the revelations of God.
Not because there is any excellence

of understanding, or power of ad-
vocacy, or adroitness in defense in

me; but because I have absolute
confidence in the Gospel of Jesus
Christ, and in the strength of its

truths. But when you come to mea-
sure man by that truth you find

he comes short. When you come to

the defense of the acts of some who
have figured in our history you can't

defend them at every point. Man is

weak and stands far below the level

of the perfection of God's system
of truth. Much that is unwise
has been said. The conceptions
that men have had of the
truth have not always been ac-
curate. You have to throw aside
some discourses that have been
preached. While the truth is perfect,
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and defensible at every point, man's
conception of things and man's ac-

tions are not always defensible. So,

now, if we recall our imperfections

and realize that some of our

troubles have arisen through our

own folly, and the manifestation of

weakness in us, it will be all the eas-

ier for us to raise this standard of

peace and to learn, from the ex-

periences of the past, better meth-

ods of presenting the truth to the

people. Let us preach the Gospel of

peace also. Brother Junius F. Wells

here, once said—or he quoted some-

body as saying—."Brethren, preach

the Gospel, and preach it pleasant-

ly." I think that is good advice.

I wish we either could modify our

terminology, or, at least, could

have a better understanding of that

terminology which we use. Let me
try to illustrate what I mean: One
came to the Savior and said to Him,
in the course of his conversation

;

"Who is my neighbor?" The Sav-
ior answered in the well known
parable of the good Samaritan.

The principal lesson of that para- "

ble is that you will not always find

your neighbor among the priests,

nor the Levites
;
you may some-

times find him among the Samari-

tans, whose name stands as a syn-

onym for a despised people. In

this instance, in the parable of the

Savior, the Samaritan was more
neighborly than the priest or the

Levite. I could wish that the

Savior had given us an equally

luminous explanation of the term

:

Who is my enemy? Well, one will

say, has He not done so? And,

perhaps, you will be recalling the

saying of the Savior when He said :

"He that is not with me is against

me ; and he that gathereth not with

me scattereth abroad."

You remember that, perhaps, but
that is only half the truth ; only half

what Jesus said. There was an-

other occasion when John remarked
—and you are surprised somewhat
that John should do it, because it is

a little out of character for him

—

but, nevertheless, he said : "Master,
we saw one casting out devils in

thy name and we
forbad him, because he followeth

not us."

But Jesus said, "Forbid him not

:

for there is no man which shall do
a miracle in my name, that can
lightly speak evil of me."

So Mark relates it. Luke ends the

story by saying. "He that is not
against us is for us."

Now, take the passages together
and you get something like the
truth out of them. Let scripture

interpret scripture ; do not take it in

fragments. The work of the Lord,
in these last days, has been of such
a character that it has provoked
strong antagonisms, and down on
the immediate firing-line we have
had enemies, and very bitter ones;
men who love not the truth; men
who struck at the truth through
striking at what we were seeking to

accomplish, and they may rightly
be styled enemies of the truth, en-
emies of God, and our enemies.
They not only do not gather with
us, but they scatter abroad and seek
to destroy. They are truly against
us. But, I pray you, do not in
your thought expand the term "en-
emy" beyond those few whom we
meet in this conflict—do not expand
your term so far that it will repre-
sent all of our Father's children
not immediately identified with us
in the work of God, as being our
enemies. It is not true; they are
not all our enemies. The great
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mass of our Father's children are

ignorant of us, or indifferent in

respect of us; and some few of

them are prejudiced against us be-

cause of the things they have heard
of us. We should look upon the

hosts of our Father's children as

our friends, as our brethren and
sisters; and even where they are

stirred up in animosity against us

it should not create animosity in

our hearts—nay, not 'even for those

down here on the firing-line, with
whom we are in immediate con-

flict. While they may hate us, it

is no part of our business to hate

them. We may have enemies, but

we can, under the Gospel, be enemy
to no man. We must preach the

Gospel in the spirit of "Peace on
earth, good will to men." We will

maintain our rights of course. We
will sacrifice no truth to please mor-
tal man. We can't be untrue to

God ; that is out of the question ; but
we can proceed peacefully in teach-

ing this truth that God has com-
mitted to us and which is so per-

fect; we can and ought to cultivate

the spirit of preaching it in the

spirit of peace. Now let me de-

part, for the moment, from this

subject and call your attention to the

broad manner in which God pro-

ceeds with His work.

If there is one tendency, one dan-

ger, against which I would be dis-

posed to raise my voice among the

Latter-day Saints, it would be in

the way of cautioning our people

from becoming sectarian in spirit,

in their sympathies—or rather in

their lackof sympathies—and in their

methods. I love the Prophet Jos-

eph Smith—to me, in my affections,

he is next to the Son of God, who
must always be first in our affec-

tions,as in our thoughts,and to whom
we owe worship; but after the Son

of God, I have learned to love the

memory of Joseph Smith, the Pro-
phet. He was, indeed, a God-in-
spired man. He looked deep into

things and saw them as they are.

Among the qualities for which I

love himl

is the absence of every-
thing of a sectarian spirit in his

soul—his sympathies were broad as

the human race; his conception of
the relationship of man and God,
exceeded in excellence all the teach-
ings of all other modern men.
You know, in former years, that

some of the Latter-day Saints have
been prone to narrowness. When
God revealed to the Church
that Independence, in Jackson
County, was the center place
of Zion, the hearts of the peo-
ple turned to that land ; and I some-
times think their affections and
hopes were contracted to that par-
ticular spot. When the Church
was removed from Jackson County
and took to building cities and lay-

ing out towns in Caldwell County;
and when afterwards—being com-
pelled to leave Missouri altogether
—they took to building up cities in

Illinois, the feelings of some
were tried ; they felt that they were
driven from Zion: "God made
promises concerning Zion, and He
has not fulfilled them," was their

complaint. The spirit of complaint
and unbelief existed, more or less,

among the people ; but the Prophet
previous to his death, enlarged their
views and told them that this whole
western land, North and South Am-
erica, was the land of Zion. This
was the land to which the predic-
tions of God pointed; and they
need not worry about this or that
particular spot in it, for the two
American continents constituted the
land of Zion.

Only the day before yesterday, a
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young friend of mine stopped me
on the street. He had made a dis-

covery in the remarks of the Pro-

phet at the April Conference of

1844; and he asked me if I was
aware that the Prophet had declar-

ed both the American continents

to be the land of Zion, and that he

gave direction to the Twelve
Apostles to establish stakes of Zion

in New York, and in Boston, and
I think also in Philadelphia. I re-

joiced to see the animation of

countenance and the joy in the face

of my friend, who had just come
from the discovery of a new idea. I

rejoiced in that, and I told him that

I too, had noted the Prophet's

statements, and, moreover, I called

his attention to the fact that while

the Prophet was speaking of es-

tablishing stakes of Zion in the

Eastern states, at the same tim«; he
was putting in readiness a body of

men to explore the west and es-

tablish the Church also in the val-

leys of the Rocky Mountains.
My friends, there was nothing

narrow and contracted in the views
and projects of that modern prophet
of ours. His views of Zion were
as broad as the American conti-

nents. Why, think of that magnifi-

cent exposition of what Mormonism
is, that we listened to only yester-

day afternoon, from Elder Orson
F. Whitney, when the eternities

were brought together, and all the

ends of the earth were made to

meet in this great latter-day work.
How uplifting it all was ! It show-
ed us that Mormonism is something
more than a machine which pro-

poses to make men of one length,

and one height, and one weight. It

is not a machine for making steor-

typed men, but a system of truth

with principles guiding conduct;
the truth to be voluntarily accepted,

and the principles personally ap-
plied until man shall be enabled,

under this system of truth and these

principles, to approximate some-
thing towards the stature of a per-

fect man in Christ Jesus.

Well, I started to call your at-

tention to the largeness of things in

this great latter-day work. Several

times, here, we have had quoted
to us the saying of Isaiah, the Pro-
phet, "The law shall go forth from
Zion and the word of the Lord from
Jerusalem." That passage is very
familiar to Latter-day Saints, but
have you ever analyzed it, have you
thought much about it? Why the

law from Zion? Why the word of

the Lord from Jerusalem? I think

that Elder Ivins turned the key to

that question this morning, in his

remarks on civil government and on
ecclesiastical government, and the

distinction between them. In the

Book of Mormon I find the follow-

ing principles laid down—great

fundamental principles; and, mark
you, they are to be found in the Am-
erican scripture, in the scriptures of

the land of Zion. Let me preface

the quotation. The passage I am go-
ing to read relates to an event that

happened in the reign of the Sec-

ond Mosiah. His sons had been
converted to the Gospel, and hav-
ing been imbued with its spirit they
had gone on missions to the Lam-
anites. Realizing that his own days
were drawing to a close, Mosiah
was anxious about the succession to

the Nephite kingdom. He called

the people together to ascertain

their feelings concerning the suc-

cession, and their desire was that

one of his sons should succeed to

the throne. Then he called their

attention to the evils of monarchy

—

that it was all right to have kings to

govern then* *'<" they could always
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be sure that their kings would be

righteous men; but the trouble is

that virtues are not always heredi-

tary. While the father is sometimes
righteous, the sons do not always
follow in his footsteps ; and so King
Mosiah proposed to them a great

revolution in the government. He
proposed to establish a reign of

Judges, elected by the people

—

government by the people, a repub-

lic. And now the' passage :

"Therefore choose you by the voice of
this people, judges, that ye may be
judged according to the laws which have
teen given you by our fathers, which
are correct, and which were given them
by the hand of the Lord.
"Now, it is not common that the voice

of the people desireth anything contrary

to that which is right; but it is common
for the lesser part of the people to de-

sire that which is not right; therefore

this shall ye observe, and make it your

law to do your business by the voice of

the people.

"And if the time comes that the voice

of the people doth choose iniquity, then

is the time that the judgments of God
will come upon you, yea, then is the time

he will visit you with great destruction

even as he has hitherto visited this land.

"And now if ye have judges, and they

do not judge you according to the law

which has been given, ye can cause that

they may be judged of a higher judge:

"If your higher judges do not judge

righteous judgments, ye shall cause that

a small number of your lower judges

should be gathered together, and they

shall judge your higher judges, accord-

ing to the voice of the people.

"And I command you to do these

things in the fear of the Lord: and I

command you to do these things, and

that ye have no king: that if this peo-

ple [mark you this] that if this people

commit sins and iniquities, they shall be

answered upon their own heads.

"For behold I say unto you, the sins

of many people have been caused by the

iniquities of their kings ; therefore their

iniquities are answered upon the heads

of their kings. .

"And now I desire that this inequality

should be no more in this land especially

among this my people; but I desire that

this be a land of liberty, that every man
may enjoy his rights and privileges alike,

so long as the Lord sees fit, that we may
live and inherit the land; yea, even as

long as any of our posterity remains up-
on the face of the land."

To me that is, in part, the law of

Zion—the basic principle of the civil

law of the land—a principle of the

law that is going forth from Zion

—

the civil law that is to be established

and maintained upon this blessed
land of liberty, and that, eventual-
ly, will directly or indirectly bless

and make free every land in all the

world.

There is another scripture

—

'in

perfect accord with the passage I

have just read from the Book of
Mormon—from the Doctrine and
Covenants

:

"And again I say unto you, saith the
Lord, those who have been scattered by
their enemies, it is my will that they
should continue to importune for redress
and redemption by the hands of those
who are placed as rulers and are in au-
thority over you, according to the laws
and Constitution of the people, which I

have suffered to be established and
should be maintained for the rights and
protection of all flesh, according to just

and holy principles, that every man may
act in doctrine and principle pertaining

to futurity, according to the moral
agency which I have given unto them,
that every man may be accountable for

his own sins in the day of judgment.
Therefore, it is not right that any man
should be in bondage, one to another

;

and for this purpose have I established

the Constitution of this land by the

hands of wise men whom I raised up
unto this very purpose and redeemed the

land by the shedding of blood."

This again, to me, is the law of

Zion—in part the • law that shall

go forth from Zion—the law of

freedom—the law that the people

shall rule—that "every man," as

Mosiah puts it, "may enjoy his

rights and privileges alike:" that if
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a "people commit sins and iniquities

they shall be answered upon their

own heads." But in order to estab-

lish in civil government this person-

al responsibility of every individual

to God, each individual must have
an equal voice in the government

;

every man must be a sovereign in the

civil institution, and his vote must
represent the voice and judgment
of a free man, a vote unawed by in-

fluence as unbought by corruption

or gain. Less than this brings the

whole scheme of free government
by "the voice of the people" to con-
tempt and failure.

This "law" is expressed again in

the American "Declaration of In-

dependence :

"We hold these truths to be self-evi-

dent : that all men are created equal, that
they are endowed by their Creator with
certain unalienable rights, among which
are life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap-
piness ; and to secure these rights gov-
ernments are instituted among men, de-

riving their just powers from the con-

sent of the governed."

That is the 'law" that is now go-

ing forth from Zion as expressed by

those "wise men" whom God de-

clares in his revelations to us he

raised up and inspired to found the

laws and constitution of the United

States government ; that men might
not be "in bondage one to another,"

and that every man may be account-

able for his own sins in the day of

judgment. This is the law of Zion

that is going forth in the earth to

redeem the world from human bond-

age, and establish the freedom and
the responsibility and the dignity of

man. It is to be observed, in pass-

ing, that there is perfect accord in

these passages I have quoted from
such widely variant authorities

—

from the Book of Mormon, from
the Doctrine and Covenants, and

from the declaration of Independ-
ence. The insipration which pro-

duced all three,however,is fjrom the

same source, hence the unity in all

three passages—unity of principle,

and unity of purpose. The prin-

ciple of government announced
while not entirely new, in the Am-
erican government is, nevertheless,

by our own constitution, cast in

new moulds, preserved by new
safe-guards, but time will not

admit of a discussion of that

here. The announcement, how-
ever, of the principle that gov-
errnents derived their just powers
from the consent of the governed,

was a wide departure from the

government by kings. It was des-

tined to change the basis on which
governments were supposed to

rest—the divine authority of kings.

The prevailing notion of govern-

ment in the world at the time of

our American Declaration of In-

dependence was that political and
civil rights were derived from
kings ; and men esteemed them-
selves bound by the customs and
laws of antiquity. This declara-

tion, however, makes every genera-
tion of men their own masters,

architects of their own political

fortunes, masters of their own lib-

erties. It takes civil government
out of the hands of kings, and so far

as civil government is concerned,

out of the hands of priests also, and
places it in the hands of the peo-

ple. The people become soverign

;

and those whom they elect to of-

fice are not made rulers but ser-

vants unto the people, to carry out
their will according to the Constitu-

tion and the laws of the land, even
as Mosiah taught the ancient

Nephites in the same manner and
in the same spirit. These principles

of civil liberty are marching
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through the world. They have
given free institutions to the conti-

nents of America, from the ice-

bound North, to the ice-bound

South. These principles of govern-
ment are established everywhere in

the republics of the western world.

The same truths are knocking at

the doors of other nations. They
have converted the ancient, ab-

solute monarchy of Japan to a con-

stitutional monarchy, wherein the

voice of the people becomes a factor

in determining the destiny of the

country, and not the word or whim
alone of the monarch. These princi-

ples have given to France the most
stable government she has ever
known. These principles have en-

larged the liberties of Englishmen,
until today their freedom is sustained

practically by "Manhood Suffrage."

We witness from this distance a

terrible struggle going on between
the Russian people and the autocra-

tic government pf that land. Sad
failures, indeed the people have
made of it as yet, but three times

now they have exercised some
measure of that sovereign power
which our principles recognize 'as

inherent in the people, and have
elected their representatives to, the

national assembly; and though pro-

gress may be slow, still that knock-
ing, still that persistent demand for

the rights and liberties of the peo-
ple in that land will go on until the

"Law going forth from Zion" shall

permeate all systems and bring
freedom to the inhabitants of this

earth. That, in part, is my under-
standing of this idea that the Law
shall go forth from Zion. God
works not only by direct methods;
He works also by indirect methods

;

not only through the schools of the

prophets, but once in a while He
raises up a prophet that was not

reared in the school of the prophets.

Do not misunderstand me. Be-

cause I believe that the purposes of

God are being accomplished in the

world now by his sending forth the

"Law from Zion" in the indirect

manner here described,—do not

think that I believe that this will pre-

clude the establishment of a future

capital city of Zion from which the

"law" shall continue to go forth;

not only by the promulgation of
these fundamental principles of
civil government, on which depends
the true freedom and dignity of

man, but also, by the promul-

gation of other great and im-

portant laws pertaining to man's
exaltation and glory. Not so. I

would only impress upon you, if I

cquld, the idea that the work of

God now is in process of fulfill-

ment, and that God's work is drawn
on great, broad plans. That there

is nothing narrow or contracted in

His plans ; that He employs nations

and empires as His agencies as well

as individuals to work His sovereign

will in bringing to pass the eternal

life and joy of man; and this truth

it is fitting that Latter-day Saints

should recognize.

What about the other part of

this scripture so familiar to us : the

Word of the Lord shall go forth

from Jerusalem ? You must remem-
ber in considering it that Isaiah was
living in the seventh century be-

fore Christ. I think if you modern-
ize the expression of the ancient

Jewish scripture the meaning, per-

haps, would be more clear. I do
not desire to take liberties with the

written word of God, because I

think that is meant to stand as the

great land marks by which we must
walk, and the teacher may not take

liberties and change the terms of

God' s word ; and without doing
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that, but for the purpose of convey-
ing to you my thought on this sub-

ject, suppose I were to read the pas-

sage in this manner : "and the reve-

lation of the Lord shall go forth

from Jerusalem?" When we take

into account the greatness of our
own dispensation of the Gospel, I

think sometimes we overlook the

grandeur and the greatness of the

"Dispensation of the Meridian of

Times." It must always be remem-
bered that the great Atonement, the

central fact of the Gospel, was
wrought out at Jerusalem; that

there the sacrifice was made; that

there the Son of God took upon
Him our sins ; there our transgres-

sions were laid upon Him, and by
His stripes we are healed. The
Atonement was made there, I say,

and there, too, the grand, supreme
revelation of God was made to the

world for all time to come ; for

after the fact of the Atonement of

Christ, the next thing in importance
—if there is to be any degree as to

importance between the two things

—next in importance is the great

truth, that Jesus Christ was the

manifestation of God in the world;
the revelation of God to man; so

that henceforth, above the horizon
of men's vision, stands God per-

fectly revealed in the person and
character of Jesus Christ. And as

He so stands—God revealed,—'the

clouds of error, superstition, and
blackness of all the ages fall away

;

for as the Christ is, so too is the

Father, in person, in character, in

mercy, in justice, and in all those

qualities that enter into the divine

naturte. Moreover, Jesus in the
scriptures is called emphatically
"The Word," by which I under-
stand is meant the expression, the
revelation, of God. "And the Word
was made flesh and dwelt among us,

and we beheld his glory, the glory

as of the only begotten of the Fath-

er, full of grace and truth
—

"

so that truly "The Word of the

Lord," the revelation of what the

Lord was and is, went forth from
Jerusalem, even as "the law" is go-
ing forth from Zion. As I said in

reference to the future capital of

the land of Zion, that the views
here expressed did not preclude the

idea of the future establishment of a

capital city on the land of Zion from
which the law will continue to go
forth in those days, so I would not

have you suppose that because I

hold the view that "The Word of

the Lord" has gone forth from
Jerusalem in the revelation of "The
Word," or expression of God in the

person and character of Jesus of

Nazareth—because I believe that

the word of the Lord has gone
forth from Jerusalem in the com-
plete Gospel of Jesus Christ—that

there was made the Atonement of

Jesus Christ, the central truth of
the Gospel; that there occurred the

resurrection of Jesus, the Christ, on
which is based our own hope and
the hope of the world of resurrec-

tion from the dead—do not, I

pray you, because I hold that

in these things the Word of

the Lord has already gone forth
from Jerusalem, suppose that I

think that this will preclude any
future going forth of the word of

the Lord from Jerusalem that may
be in the divine program. Jeru-
salem must forever be a holy shrine,

a place to which the eyes of all na-
tions will turn for light and inspira-

tion ; what more natural, then, than
that it should become a holy city,

the capital of the eastern world, if

you will, the holy sanctuary whence
shall issue the word of the Lf>rd in

future even more abundantly than
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in the past, even as the law shall go
forth from Zion in the future as

now and in the past? I am only

pleading here for broad views con-

cerning the things of God, and the

ways of God. We Latter-day
Saints do not want to contract our
feelings, our sympathies, our opin-

ions of the truth to the narrow
limits of our own church fellow-

ship ; but we must recognize that

God does things on a broad scale,

and that He is directing, and that

He is influencing, by His Spirit, His
children; and they will become
more and more susceptible to the

influence of the Gospel. I hope that

we will become more and more
skilfull in presenting it, that by rea-

son of the operation of these two
things—our increasing skill and the

world's increasing susceptibility to

its influence—Zion shall be enlarg-

ed, and the Church of Christ shall

be enlarged in her sympathies until

we will stand locked fast in fel-

lowship for righteousness with all

the righteous men in all the world.
Amen.

The choir and congregation sang
the hymn

:

Do what is right ; the day-dawn is break-
ing,

Hailing a future of freedom and light;

Angels above us are silent notes taking
Of ev'ry action ; do what is right

!

President Smith announced that

the closing session of this Confer-

ence will convene at 2 p. m.
Benediction was pronounced by

Elder William McLachlan.

CLOSING SESSION.

In the Tabernacle, at 2 p. m.
Pr^ident Joseph F. Smith called

the meeting to order.

The choir and congregation sang
the hymn

:

Praise to the man who communed with
Jehovah

!

Jesus anointed that Prophet and Seer,

Blessed to open the last dispensation

;

Kings shall extol him and nations re-

vere.

Prayer was offered by Elder Mil-

ton H. Welling.

The choir and congregation sang
the hymn

:

God moves in a mysterious way,
His wonders to perform;

He plants his footsteps in the sea,

And rides upon the storm.

ELDER RTJLON S. WELLS.

My brethren and sisters, I do
wish that I could occupy this re-

sponsible position without that feel-

ing of fear and trembling which

comes over me when I am called

upon to address this vast congrega-

tion. I also hope that the Lord will

be merciful and kind unto me. I

trust that He will give me His fa-

vor, that I may enjoy the influence

of His Holy Spirt, for without that

aid, I would indeed feel my weak-

ness.

I wish to bear testimony to the

truths of the Everlasting Gospel. I

endorse the testimonies that have

, been borne by my brethren who
have preceded me in the various

meetings of this General Confer-

ence. I find myself strictly in ac-

cord with their testimonies. I can

endorse that which they have spok-

en, for I feel that we have been fed

the bread of life. The Gospel has

been restored to the earth for the

accomplishment of a wonderful

work among the children of men.

This great message which has been

delivered through the Prophet Jos-

eph Smith is for the salvation of all


