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Church has not been stayed. Our
enemies have not ceased to worry
us, to persecute us, to falsify

against us in all this time ; but not-

withstanding all of this, the work
of God is growing and increasing in

the earth. There are more mission-

aries in the field today than ever be-

fore, and the true Gospel is being
preached by them to every nation,

kindred, tongue and people, as a

witness unto all nations. It is a

pleasure to those who bear the

priesthood of God to fulfill this mis-

sion which God has given unto us

as the army of Christ, to spread the

truth in these latter days.

I am glad to be able today to join

with the other brethren in

bearing testimony of the truth

of this work. God has given

me a testimony that Joseph Smith
was a prophet of God, His humble
instrument in restoring the Gospel

again to the nations of the earth

;

that Brigham Young, whom I

was acquainted with in my boyhood
days, was his legal successor; and
that all of those who have followed

him are men of God, chosen by rev-

elation and inspiration, to guide and
direct the Church of Christ in this

day and age. May God bless them,

and bless all of the Elders who are

proclaiming His word, who are de-

fending the truth, who are living

the lives of Latter-day Saints; and
may He bless all of the people who
have named His name, and who
have taken upon themselves cove-

nants to keep His commandments,
is my prayer, in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

The congregation sang the hymn,
"We thank Thee, O God, for a

Prophet."

Benediction was pronounced by
Elder John M. Knight.

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Conference was resumed at 2 p.
' m., in the Tabernacle.

President Joseph F. Smith called

the congregation to order.

The choir sang the anthem', "Un-
fold ye portals everlasting."

Prayer was offered -by Elder
David H. Cannon.
The choir sang the anthem, "God

of Israel ;" the solos and quartet

were rendered by Lizzie T. Ed-
ward, Edna Dwyer, John W. Sum-
merhays and John Robinson.

PRESIDENT FRANCIS M. LYMAN.

The Saints always under laws of Tem-
perance and Prohibition.—Should sus-

tain present world-wide agitation

against liquor traffic.—Valuable sug-
gestion for Sabbath day observance.

—

The Saints should be examples of
righteousness.

It is a very great undertaking for

many of the brethren to speak to so

large a congregation, and I think it

will be very proper for all Latter-

day Saints present, as the brethren

arise to speak, to ask the Lord to

bless them', so that they may speak

with the Spirit and with under-

standing.

I am sure we were all greatly

pleased this morning in listening to

President Smith and his counselors,

for the good Spirit was abundantly

with them and with the congrega-

tion, and I trust the same may be

true this afternoon. We all endorse

most heartily the word of the Lord
so beautifully given to us this morn-
ing in regard to the Word of Wis-
dom, the law which prohibits the

use of intoxicating liquors of all

kinds. The most of us have lived

under this law for a long time ; and
when the temperance movement
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was inaugurated by the world, look-

ing to this important reformation
among men, it was not a surprise to

the Latter-day Saints ; for we live

under the law of the Gospel, which
is the law of prohibition so far as

strong drinks.tea, coffee and tobacco

are concerned ; and the same law re-

quires also the very moderate and
wise use of meats. It behooves the

Latter-day Saints to order their

lives in harmony with this law,

which we heard read here today, for

it is a very important law. I re-

member so distinctly, and, no doubt,

many in this congregation remem-
ber the same, when President Brig-

ham Young, speaking as the mouth-
piece of God, announced, from this

stand, that from that time forth the

Word of Wisdom was a command-
ment, binding upon all Latter-day

Saints.

I have no doubt but from that

time, as well as before, very many
of the Latter-day Saints have un-
dertaken to observe this law, but
some of us, no doubt, have excused
ourselves because it was not given

in the beginning by way of com-
mandment or constraint, but by rev-

elation, a "word of wisdom," with

promise of very particular and im-

portant blessings—the blessing of

health, and wisdom and knowledge.

We have been striving to live that

law, and we have labored unceas-

ingly, especially with our leading

brethren, in all the stakes of Zion

and in the various mission fields, to

train the Latter-day Saints in this

law of temperance and wisdom,

given for our temporal salvation.

Compliance with it on the part of

the members of the Church would

not only be a great blessing to them

physically, but it would have a re-

markably beneficial effect upon their

financial condition, for the means

expended for liquor, tobacco, tea,

and coffee, go out of the country,
as these articles are generally im-
ported, and the people are impover-
ished to the extent that they use
them. So it is with meats, which
the Lord says, should be used spar-

ingly, and in times of excessive cold

and hunger. If the meats that are

so extravagantly expensive in our
day, could be partially dispensed

with, and if we could dispense with
all the tea, coffee, tobacco and
strong drinks that are used—if all

the Latter-day Saints would do
without these things entirely, it

would conduce to their becoming a

wealthy people ; for the means thus

saved would be kept at home. It is

upon this principle that we are now
producing in our state all the sugar
that is used in the state, as well as

all the sugar being used in the state

of Idaho ; and I presume the same
is true of Colorado. We produce
our own sugar, and at the same
time give employment to the peo-
ple, thus keeping the means at

home. Then, we manufacture and
provide for exportation as much
more, which is sent abroad, and the

means therefor comes back into our
state. This industry alone has ma-
terially helped to put the State of

Utah in splendid financial condition,

but if the people would observe the

Word of Wisdom, if the law of tem-
perance were enforced and prohibi-

tion obtained that would prohibit,

the benefits to the community would
be incalculable.

It seems necessary to have laws
of the land to confirm and assist the

law of the Lord in prohibiting the

use of strong drinks, and the world
has been moved upon to make an ef-

fort in that direction. This move-
ment should find a ready response in

the heart of every Latter-day Saint.
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Those who bear the Priesthood es-

pecially should second every move-
ment of this kind and encourage and
sustain it, at home and abroad; for

it means the temporal salvation of

the people of our state and our na-

tion, there is no profit in drinking

strong drinks, or tea or coffee ; and
there is no profit in the use of to-

bacco. There is profit in the barter

and sale of these things. A great

deal of money changes hands, and
there is, no doubt, profit for those

who barter and sell tea and coffee,

liquors and tobacco. But there is no
profit to the person who uses these

things. No good comes to those

who use these things, but very seri-

ous injury does come as a result of

their use, and we become the slaves

of our appetites. Now, we have

been trying to correct, and the Lord
desires that we should correct our

appetites in this regard, and set an

example before the people, so that

the Latter-day Saints may be rec-

ognized, among the children of men
as remarkable for their temperance.

I am sure the importance of this

question is felt by my brethren

—

the Twelve, the presidents of stakes,
vHe bishops of wards and their coun-

se*ors, the high councilors, the pre-

siding men in quorums and associa-

tions. I am sure that, as a rule*,

these brethren feel the importance

of this burning question, and I trust

that the brethren who have been do-

ing about right in this regard will

use their influence with others.

There is quite an army of people

who have been doing fairly well,

but there is an army that needs

reformation. We expect our people

to fall in line with every movement
and every action taken in our nation

and among the peoples of the world

for the salvation and redemption of

men. We approve of all good that

is being accomplished among the
children of men. We sustain men
that are working righteousness ; for
there are many people who are as
honest and conscientious as they can
be. They have not entered into the

light and received revelation from
the Lord; but the world is full of
truth. Mankind have been abund-
antly furnished, by the Lord, with
the spirit of truth; and there are
many men of principle, and women
also. I believe that the great ma-
jority of all the children of men are

good, conscientious and honest. I

have that faith in human nature.

There are men, of course, who are

wicked, and there are women who
are wicked, and there will always be,

no doubt, so long as men live in the

flesh, in a fallen condition ; but there

is goodness in the world
;
purity and

righteousness among men. We rec-

ognize such people ; and their splen-

did conduct, their good lives, their

good principles, and their honor in

business, we approve and appreci-

ate, and -we love to live among
them. We love to be associated with
men of honor, men of honesty, men
of sobrietv, men of truth, men who
love righteousness ; and we hold out
to such men the hand of fellow-

ship in the truth ; we love them and
feel to bless them.
We call all men to repentance.

The mission of the Latter-day
Saints is to call all men, every-
where, to repentance. The Gospel
is being preached among the nations

of the earth; and as we call men to

repentance in the nations of the

earth, so we call upon all Latter-day
Saints in this mountain region, in

the land of Zion, or among the peo-
ple of the world, as we, do upon our-
selves, to repent of sins, follies and
weaknesses, that we may serve the

Lord the remainder of our mortal
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lives. It is an important matter that

we should be in, the service of God
while we live in the flesh, for the

Lord has so ordered that if we will

receive the truth, receive the light,

listen to His counsels and enjoy His
Spirit while we live in the flesh, we
shall be freed from the power of

Satan ; he will have no power or in-

fluence over us ; for whom we list

to obey in this probation of ours, to

him we will be servants in the world
to come—either the servants of

righteousness or the servants of Sa-

tan and darkness. We ought to be

very anxious, my brethren and sis-

ters, to do what is right, to serve the

Lord, and to keep His command-
ments, so that when we are in need

we may be worthy to ask and re-

ceive of the Father.

In addition to what we have said

upon the subject of temperance and

the Word of Wisdom, I want to say

a few words in regard to the Sab-

bath day. Latterly, I have felt very

much impressed with the impor-

tance and sacredness of the Sabbath

day among the Latter-day Saints,

and the necessity of our advocating

the keening of the Sabbath day holy.

On that day we should refrain from

all labor, from all secular and im-

proper pleasures, and spend the day

in the service and worship of the

Lord. Efforts have been made in

numbers of cases to bring this mat-

ter before the presiding brethren

and sisters in the various stakes of

Zion. to try to bring them not only

to observe the Word of Wisdom
and the law of tithing, not only to

meet together and partake of the

Sacrament, but to make the legiti-

mate and orooer use of the Sabbath

day. I believe I have discovered a

thought that is worthy of our con-

sideration in this regard. The Lord

commands that we should keep the

Sabbath day holy, that during six

days we should do all our labor, and
rest on the Sabbath day; for the

Lord hallowed the Sabbath day; it

is His day, and we are expected to

honor it and to keep it holy. Then,
the question is, how shall we keep
the Sabbath holy? We have pro-

vided Sunday Schools for the morn-
ing, and we have also provided for

classes of Seventies, on the Sabbath
morning, that our foreign ministry

may be thoroughly trained and pre-

pared for their work abroad. We
have provided for the Sacrament in

the after part of the day, either in

the afternoon or evening, in all the

wards of Zion, and quite a percent-

age of the people attend these meet-

ings. However, those who attend

the Sabbath schools sometimes ex-

cuse themselves from attending the

afternoon meetings, and those who
attend the Sabbath schools or after-

noon meetings sometimes excuse

themselves from meeting with the

young people in the evening. But,

what shall we do with all the Sab-

bath day? How shall it be occu-

pied ? This thought has taken pos-

session of m'y mind. You will re^-

member that the Lord has required

that parents in Zion, who have chil-

dren, should teach them faith in the

Lord Jesus Christ, the doctrine of

repentance, and of baptism by im-

mersion for the remission of sins,

so that when they are eight years of

age they shall receive that sacred

ordinance of baptism and be

brought into accountability under

the law of the Lord. Parents are

required, also, to teach their chil-

dren to observe the Sabbath day and

keep it holy ; and they are required,

also, to teach their children to walk
uprightly before the Lord. Now,
we have organized in our midst, not

only the quorums of the Priesthood,
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but we have the auxiliary associa-

tions. We have the Relief Societies

and the Young Ladies' Mutual Im-

provement Associations for our sis-

ters, the Young Men's Mutual Im-

provement Associations forour breth-

ren, the Sunday Schools, the Pri-

maries, and the Religion Classes for

our young folks—and all these or-

ganizations have been established in

our midst in order to perform just

the very labor that is required of

parents, in the way of teaching and

training the children, that they may

be prepared for their lives in this

Church. Now, I wonder if the Lat-

ter-day Saints haven't felt thankful

that these associations have been es-

tablished, and that they (the par-

ents) have been so nicely relieved of

teaching their children. The parents

prepare their children for the Sun-

day Schools, the Primaries, and the

Religion classes, and send them' to

these organizations, and I wonder if

they do not then conclude that that

is about all they need to do, and that

their children will receive about all

the religion, in these meetings, that

they can take care of and live up to.

I have felt that the Sabbath day

should be utilized by the fathers and

the mothers in their homes ; that af-

ter the children have returned from

their Sabbath schools, and after they

have been suitably fed, as they

should be on the Sabbath day and

their food prepared, as ours has

been, with singleness of heart—that

the balance of the dav, instead of

the children being turned adrift, in-

stead of those half-grown being al-

lowed to walk upon the hills and vis-

it about, spending their time seek-

ing worldly pleasures, instead of the

young people spending their time

going visiting and riding in car-

riages, or young men fishing and

hunting, or the like, making the day

a time for pleasure and frolic and
fun—I believe thatj:he Sabbath day
should be occupied in our home
temples, in home study, in home
reading, in home prayer. The fath-

ers and mothers will, perhaps, find

themselves pretty well "stumped" at

times to know just exactly how to

handle the little ones ; but they must
not be wearied; they must not be
worn out and disgusted. I believe

they will all enjoy singing the songs
of Zion. This is what is desired by
our brethren who are teaching little

children. If Brother Stephens

could have his way there would not
be a child in the world who could
not sing; he would have them all

taught to sing and enjoy themselves
in this way. They may be taught

the songs of Zion; there may be

some singing, some praying, some
reading, and the time may be occu-

pied wisely and well. I believe in

fulfilling that requirement of the

Lord, that parents in Zion, having
children, shall teach them. Oh, what
a glorious thing, if there could be a

people such as the Latter-day Saints

—a half million of them, possibly, in

all the world—and in every home
there could be given these Sabbath
instructions, this home training, and
home worship ; fathers and mothers

teaching; their children these princi-

ples, that their children may learn to

love and reverence the Lord. We
have six days in the week for school

and for labor and for pleasure, for

fishing, hunting, frolic and every-

thing that is required ; and we want

a great deal of that. We want all

the six days for labor and for pleas-

ure, but on the Sabbath day we
should be occupied in the service

and worship of the Lord, in every

home. Fathers and mothers should

see that their children observe this

dav : but thev should do it in such a
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manner that they will not offend
their children, that their children

shall not feel that they are too close-

ly cared for. Make the singing, the

instructions, the worship and the

occupations of the Sabbath day a

choice morsel to the children. Lit-

tle boys and girls, if they are thus

trained in their childhood, when
they come to be fathers and mothers

will walk right in the same path.

They will say : That is the way fath-

er did, and that is the way mother
did ; we were so instructed when we
were children. That is the home dis-

cipline we want; and there should

be prayers—morning, evening, and
other times as well. Let the children

be so trained that they understand

there is no lying down at night un-

til prayers are said ; and there is no

such thing as going to work on the

week days without we have com-

mended ourselves to the Lord's

keeping, thanking Him for what we
enjoy, and asking His protection to

be over us. And when we have done

this, we are under the necessity of

keeping His commandments. If we
keep His commandments, we are

then entitled to ask and we shall re-

ceive, to knock and it shall be open-

ed unto us ; and there shall not be

anything, that we are entitled to en-

joy as His children, but what the

Lord will be delighted to bestow up-

on us, and He will hear and answer

our prayers.

I feel, and have felt for some time

the importance of this question, and

so I recommend to all Latter-day

Saints that they undertake this im-

provement; and let us see if we
can not, under the inspiration of the

Lord, find just what is the best and

wisest way to keep the Sabbath day

holy. I believe if we will do this,

we will receive great pleasure and

satisfaction in that labor, and there

will be great pleasure to the chil-

dren. The Spirit of the Lord will
be with parents who thus labor, and
the Spirit of the Lord will be with
children who are thus taught; for
they will be so instructed and train-

ed that when they are eight years
of age they will be prepared and
they will be anxious to go into the
waters of baptism; and this matter
will not be overlooked. We will re-

member it, and they will remind us :

We are eight years of age, the boys
and girls will say, and we want to

be baptized ; we want to be Latter-

day Saints, so we can partake of the

Sacrament in our own right, and so

that we may have our sins forgiven

us. Thus great good will be accom-
plished, and our children will be

saved ; we will be able to restrain

them and withhold them from sin

;

they will listen to our counsel, and
Satan will not have power over

them. I believe that we have not

done our duty fully in this regard;

I am satisfied that I have not, and

it may be true of others
;
yet, there

may be many Latter-day Saints who
have done their full duty. If they

have done their duty in the past,

they will recognize and approve

what I have said. If they have not

done their full duty and feel a little

reproved and condemned in their

spirits, as I do, they may make ref-

ormation for the future.

I pray the Lord to bless us, that

we may take hold of all these va-

rious points and principles and doc-

trines, and bring them to bear upon
the whole measure of our life in the

world today, for the Lord requires

wonderful things of these Latter-

day Saints. We have the preaching

of the Gospel to the world, and we
ought to go into the world spotless,

for we are entitled to be spotless

;

we have no reason for doing wrong,
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no reason for indulging in anything
that is forbidden, anything that

would contaminate or corrupt us

;

we should be free in this regard.

We ought to be filled with the light

and inspiration of the Lord, for we
are entitled to enjoy that Spirit

which the Lord gives with His work,

and which bears testimony to the

heart of every Latter-day Saint in

every country. We are entitled to en-

joy that spirit daily if we keep His
commandments so that we can stand

approved before him and before our

own consciences. May God bless

you, my brethren and sisters, and

give us the light and inspiration of

His Spirit, now and forever, and the

seal of His Spirit upon the position

and stand taken by our Presidency

today, for I am sure that they have

the full fellowship and support of

all Latterday Saints in the doctrines

they laid down for us this morning.

God bless you, my dear brethren

and sisters, in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

The choir sang the hymn, "Peace,

be still."

ELDER HEBER J. GRANT.

Spiritual and financial advantages in

obeying the Word of Wisdom.—Con-

vincing arguments about temperance,

quoted from "Leaves from the Diary

of an old Lawyer," etc.—Resolution

condemning saloons and favoring

"Sunday Law."

I am pleased to have the oppor-

tunity of meeting with so many Lat-

ter-day Saints, and I earnestly de-

sire that the time I may occupy, this

afternoon, may be spent for the mu-
tual benefit of all of us who have as-

sembled. I have been deeply inter-

ested in all that has been said thus

far in our conference, and I hope
and pray that the words that were
spoken here this morning and this

afternoon, appealing to the Latter-

day Saints to observe God's law,

may find lodgment in the hearts of

the people. Upon my return from
Europe, and in traveling in some of

the stakes of Zion, I made the re-

mark that I believed the Latter-day

Saints were becoming more careless

many of them, in observing what is

known among us as the Word of

Wisdom. I regretted to see it, and
in my public utterances from this

stand, since my return home, and in

the stakes of Zion, I have endeav-

ored to urge upon them the neces-

sity of returning to an observance of

this law of God. I know there are

many Latter-day Saints who feel

that the breaking of the Word of

Wisdom is a small affair, that it is

a very slight matter to partake of a

cup of tea or coffee, or to use tobac-

co, or to occasionally take a drink

of liquor, but I, for one, cannot be-

lieve, and never have believed, that

it is a slight affair for any man,
woman, or child, to do that which
God our heavenly Father has com-
manded us not to do. From my in-

vestigations, I believe, beyond a

doubt, that the saving to this com-
munity by the observing of the

Word of Wisdom would be far

more than the profits that are made
todav by our great sugar factories in

the State of Utah. When we stop

to reflect upon the fact that we
spend enough money, in breaking

this commandment of God, to build

about two factories every year, then

we can realize the importance of

what some people call an insignifi-

cant matter. I rejoice, beyond meas-
ure, to have the prophet of the Lord
lay it down so forcefully to this

people, under the inspiration of thp


