
SECOND DAY.

In the Tabernacle, Monday, Oct.

5th, 10 a. m.
Conference was called to order

by President Joseph F. Smith.

The choir and congregation sang

the hymn

:

Our God, we raise to Thee
Thanks for Thy blessings free

We here enjoy;
In this far western land,

A true and chosen band,

Led hither by Thy hand,

We sing for joy.

Prayer was offered by Elder

Joseph A. McRae.
The choir and congregation sang

the hymn:

O ye mountains high, where the clear

blue sky
Arches over the vales of the free,

Where the pure breezes blow, and the

clear streamlets flow,

How I've longed to your bosom to

flee.

ELDER JOHN HENRY SMITH.

Kind treatment at Irrigation Congress-
Utah victories at New Mexico Terri-

torial Fair.—Music and religious ser-

vices on passenger train.—Moral ele-

vation of mankind the mission of the

Saints.

My brethren and sisters, I am
happy in the privilegfc of being

present here this morning, and

sorely regret that it was not quite

possible for me to be with you here

yesterday, that I might have partic-

ipated in the spirit of the opening

session of the conference, and been

in communion with you during the

entire day.

It has been my privilege, within

the past few days, to be in attend-

ance at the Irrigation Congress
held at Albuquerque, New Mexico.
There were present about nine hun-

dred delegates from various sec-

tions of the Union, and the spirit of

the congress was a very satisfactory

one. Some of us, however, were
compelled to leave before its close,

as also we were delayed in reaching

and being in attendance upon its

first meetings, owing to conditions

along the lines of the railways. The
spirit of that gathering was the

improvement, so far as practicable,

of this western land, the reclama-

tion of the arid sections, and es-

tablishment of such enterprises as

tend to the betterment of that sec-

tion of the world we love so much.
We were also happy to be in at-

tendance, though briefly at the Ter-

ritorial Fair of New Mexico. Utah
was in competition with other sec-

tions of the country for a cup or

trophy, given by Mr. Hearst ol

New York ; and I am pleased so say

to you that Utah was successful in

carrying off that trophy, valued
at one thousand dollars. In addi-

tion to this, there was a contest be-

tween four or five bands. The band
from Utah, led by Mr. John Held,

was in competition for another cup,

presented by Mr. Hearst, valued at

$100.00. There was a band fron

Chihuahua in Mexico, said to stand

very high in theknowledge of music
and there were several other bands,

bne, I believe, from Denver, and
others from the Territory of New
Mexico, and possibly one from Ari-

zona, though I am not certain in
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regard to this latter statement. The
result of that competition was that

the band from Utah secured the cup
valued at $100.00, given by Mr.
Hearst; and they returned home in

jubilation over their success.

We were kindly treated, as we
always have been among that body
of gentlemen who congregate at

these congresses ; and the fairest

possible action was taken, in every
sense of the word, by all concerned,

looking to the good of every sec-

tion. We find that we are gradual-

ly becoming more widely known.
and that the ill feelings that have

sometimes existed are being elim-

inated from the hearts of men and
women, as they become conversant

with the nature of our work.
I desire to say, in addition, that

yesterday the band gave something

of an entertainment in their car, to

which the people upon the train

were invited, and they gave
us some very fine music indeed. It

was also our privilege to sing

hymns, and to offer prayer, and we
had the further privilege of speak-

ing to that body of people from
many sections of our country, to

express our regard and love for our

country, and to proclaim our

purpose to aid in its advancement
and upbuilding, and in the bet-

terment of its citizenship. After 1

had spoken, a motion was made, by
Brother Richard W. Young, tend-

ering a vote of thanks to the band,

and this was unanimously carried.

Then they played "My Country 'Tis

of Thee," and the Doxology was
sung, "Praise God From Whom aii

Blessings Flow," after which Bro
ther George Austin offered a clos-

ing prayer. Quite a number of the

people who were in that company
expressed themselves as very hap-

py indeed to have been invited to be

in attendance upon that occasion.

I presume it is possible that some
of them may be present here today,

with the purpose in view of hear-

ing our choir, as well as seeking

to become acquainted with the con-

ditions that exist in this part of the

world, and for the purpose of list-

ening to the voices that may bt

raised from this platform, in speak-

ing upon the principles of the Gos-

pel.

My brothers and sisters, I regret

to say that owing to engagements
that have arisen with me, I shall be

under the necessity of leaving this

city today at one o'clock, for Cali-

fornia. I trust you will tolerate my
absence, as I have been entangled

in the meshes of some business con-

nected with these congresses, that

requires the fulfillment of my word
to be in attendance.

With you, I want to endorse the

resolutions that it is said you pass-

ed here yesterday. I did not read

them, but I take it for granted that

the common sense of the Latter-

day Saints, and their faith in the

Supreme Being, lead them to de-

cide upon their movements and
purpose in harmony with such sug-

gestions as may come from our pre-

siding authorities, looking to the

betterment of the human race—not

alone the problems of our own ad-

vancement, the uplifting and up-

building of that system we love so

Well, but the betterment of our
great country, that its citizenship

may be improved by our aid and
suggestions. We desire, also, that

we ourselves may be improved by
the application of the principles of

temperance and molality; and that

we may be inspired with a thorough
and determined purpose that the best

elements of pure manhood and pure
womanhood shall be awakened also

in the souls of our fellows, to the

best of our abilitv. This is our
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purpose, and our mission. The
work we have accepted came from

God, and it comprehends within it

all things that are noble and good,

all things that are pure and right.

They who drink at the divine foun-

tain, and are impressed with the

Holy Spirit and enjoy its direction,

will be found in their struggles and
efforts seeking to enhance the well

being of their countrymen. When
I say "a untrymen," I am in har-

mony with the view that was held

by the fathers of our country, in re-

gard to this land, that it was indeed

choice above all other lands

;

and that- it was indeed the

purpose of our government to

open the door of liberty, peace, and
happiness to the human race. While
I do not anticipate that the down-
trodden people of all the world can

find a home under the flag of me
United States, it being impossible

for this land to care for and pro-

tect them all, yet I do believe that

the principles of liberty announced
by the fathers of this republic, and
upon which this government has

builded, will modify, and change,

and "leaven the lump" until every

land and clime under the sun will,

in greater or less degree, receive

the principles enunciated by them,

and make the effort to so overcome
false traditions of the past that ail

nations will eventually be found in

the way of the accomplishment ol

good.
My brethren and my sisters, with

this mission and purpose in view,

appreciating the glorious land in

which we live, the truths of thr

Gospel that has been re-established,

the visitation of heavenly mes-
sengers, the presence of God Him-
self and His Son, their declaration

of truth, and the bestowal of the

graces and gifts so essential to the

well-being of the human race, we

are led to think more cautiously,

and to act more considerately.

When we reflect upon these things,

we should feel disposed to act more
wisely and more kindly in the con-

duct of our lives, in obedience to

the principles of temperance and

morality, the principles of justice,,

mercy and love, reaching out the

helping hand to the unfortunates of

the world, pointing to them the

way of life and the enjoyment of

liberty, freed from the trammels

of evil into which so many have

drfted.

My brethren and my sisters, I bear

my testimony to the truth of the

Gospel of the Redeemer, and I say

to you; obey its behests, keep the

commandments of God, stand up-
right in the majesty of the Spirit

that comes from on high, and when;

His jewels are clustered, in the

eternities, upon your brow will rest

the crown of life, and you will re-

ceive the approval of God. Dis-

obedience to these principles, dis-

regard of the Divine will, and dis-

regard of the laws of this glorious

country of ours, means trouble,

tribulation, and sorrow ; while, on
the other hand, if we are true to

these principles and keep the com-
mandments of God, happiness and
peace will be the result, and the
blessings of God will come to His
children. May God bless you
Amen.

ELDER RUDGER CLAWSON.

Evidences that Temple building is ap-
proved by the Lord.—Predictions, and
the word of the Lord, concerning lat-

ter-day Temples.—Intense interest
manifest in Temple work.—Great
number of ordinances performed.

Brethren and sisters : Perhaps the
most striking feature of the Latter-
day work, in which we are engag-


