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purpose, and our mission. The
work we have accepted came from

God, and it comprehends within it

all things that are noble and good,

all things that are pure and right.

They who drink at the divine foun-

tain, and are impressed with the

Holy Spirit and enjoy its direction,

will be found in their struggles and
efforts seeking to enhance the well

being of their countrymen. When
I say "a untrymen," I am in har-

mony with the view that was held

by the fathers of our country, in re-

gard to this land, that it was indeed

choice above all other lands

;

and that- it was indeed the

purpose of our government to

open the door of liberty, peace, and
happiness to the human race. While
I do not anticipate that the down-
trodden people of all the world can

find a home under the flag of me
United States, it being impossible

for this land to care for and pro-

tect them all, yet I do believe that

the principles of liberty announced
by the fathers of this republic, and
upon which this government has

builded, will modify, and change,

and "leaven the lump" until every

land and clime under the sun will,

in greater or less degree, receive

the principles enunciated by them,

and make the effort to so overcome
false traditions of the past that ail

nations will eventually be found in

the way of the accomplishment ol

good.
My brethren and my sisters, with

this mission and purpose in view,

appreciating the glorious land in

which we live, the truths of thr

Gospel that has been re-established,

the visitation of heavenly mes-
sengers, the presence of God Him-
self and His Son, their declaration

of truth, and the bestowal of the

graces and gifts so essential to the

well-being of the human race, we

are led to think more cautiously,

and to act more considerately.

When we reflect upon these things,

we should feel disposed to act more
wisely and more kindly in the con-

duct of our lives, in obedience to

the principles of temperance and

morality, the principles of justice,,

mercy and love, reaching out the

helping hand to the unfortunates of

the world, pointing to them the

way of life and the enjoyment of

liberty, freed from the trammels

of evil into which so many have

drfted.

My brethren and my sisters, I bear

my testimony to the truth of the

Gospel of the Redeemer, and I say

to you; obey its behests, keep the

commandments of God, stand up-
right in the majesty of the Spirit

that comes from on high, and when;

His jewels are clustered, in the

eternities, upon your brow will rest

the crown of life, and you will re-

ceive the approval of God. Dis-

obedience to these principles, dis-

regard of the Divine will, and dis-

regard of the laws of this glorious

country of ours, means trouble,

tribulation, and sorrow ; while, on
the other hand, if we are true to

these principles and keep the com-
mandments of God, happiness and
peace will be the result, and the
blessings of God will come to His
children. May God bless you
Amen.

ELDER RUDGER CLAWSON.

Evidences that Temple building is ap-
proved by the Lord.—Predictions, and
the word of the Lord, concerning lat-

ter-day Temples.—Intense interest
manifest in Temple work.—Great
number of ordinances performed.

Brethren and sisters : Perhaps the
most striking feature of the Latter-
day work, in which we are engag-
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ed, is temple-building ; we are a
temple-building people. When-
ever and wherever the Lord has

had a people upon the earth, He has

required them to build a temple, or

a house of the Lord, unto Him. If

this be true, what becomes of the

claim of the Re-organized Church
of Latter-day Saints that they have
the Church of Christ, for they are

without a temple and without tem-

ple ordinances; and what becomes
of the claims of many other de-

nominations in the earth? For they
also are without a temple and with-

out temple ordinances.

You will remember that in the

early ages of the world, in the days

of ancient Israel, in the wilderness,

that they had a tabernacle, a kind

of a movable building, suited to

their condition, which no doubt to

them took the place of a temple ; at

least, it was the sanctuary of God,
a place where He could meet with

His people; and there were many
demonstrations of power and of the

favor of the Lord witnessed in the

tabernacle in the wilderness. Later

oh; in the promised land, a great

temple was reared to the name of

the Lord ; it was known as the

Temple of Solomon. It was dedi-

cated to the Lord under very inter-

esting circumstances, and with de-

monstrations of power and of di-

vine acceptance. Later on, the

Savior, many times appeared in the

temple and instructed the people

there^ His disciples and the saints,

and when that holy house was used
for improper purposes, and was
desecrated, the Lord Jesus drove
the offenders therefrom, for He de-

clared that it was His Father's

house. Even on this continent, in

the days of the Nephites, we learn

that temples were built among the

people, for Nephi declared that he
built a temple of the Lord and that

it was patterned after the temple
of Solomon. At the time, or just

prior to the time, that the Savior
manifested Himself to the Neph-
ites, the people gathered around the

temple in Bountiful, discussing the

wonderful events that had trans-

pired. In these latter days, after

the saints founded the city of Kirt-

land, a temple was reared there to

the name of the Lord ; and as in the

case of the temple of Solomon, the

dedication of the temple at Kirt-

land was attended with demonstra-
tions of power and of divine ac-

ceptance of the Lord. He appeared
to be well pleased with that work,
and in that house the saints enjoyed
many glorious visions. It is re-

corded in section no of the Doc-
trine and Covenants, as follows

;

under the heading, "Visions mani-
fested to Joseph, the Seer, and
Oliver Cowdery, in the Kirtland
Temple, April 3, 1836."—seventy-
two years ago

:

"The veil was taken from our minds,
and the eyes of our understanding were
opened.

"We saw the Lord standing upon the
breastwork of the pulpit, before us, and
under His feet was a paved work of pure
gold in color like amber.
"His eyes were as a flame of fire, the

hair of His head was white like the pure
snow, His countenance shone above the
brightness of the sun, and His voice
was as the sound of the rushing of great
waters, even the voice of Jehovah, say-
ing:

"I am the first and the last, I am He
who liveth, I am He who was slain, I am
your advocate with the Father.

"Behold, your sins are forgiven you,
you are clean before me, therefore lift

up your heads and rejoice,

"Let the hearts of your brethren re-

joice, and let the hearts of all my peo-
ple rejoice, who have, with their

might, built this house to my name,
"For behold, I have accepted this

house, and my name shall be here, and
I will manifest myself to my people in

mercy in this house.
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"Yea, I will appear unto my servants,

and speak unto them with mine own
voice, if my people will keep my com-

mandments, and do not pollute this holy

house.
"Yea, the hearts of thousands shall

greatly rejoice in consequence of the

blessings which shall be poured out, and

the endowment with which my servants

have been endowed in this house;

"And the fame of this house shall

spread to foreign lands, and this is the

beginning of the blessing which shall be

poured out upon the heads of my peo-

ple."

Why should the fame of that

house, the first temple reared in this

generation, spread to all nations?

Because it was accepted of the

Lord, and the Lord Himself ap-

peared in it, He manifested Himself

to His people, and His voice was

heard there declaring that He had

accepted it, and that He had ac-

cepted His people. And there were

other glorious visions given ;Moses,

Elias, and Elijah appeared, and

committed keys of power and au-

thority to the Prophet.

A few years after the saints set-

tled at Nauvoo, and founded that

beautiful city, they reared a temple

to the Lord; and again, when the

people migrated to this country and

established a community in the

mountains, after they had founded

the great city of Salt Lake, they

built a temple to the Most High
God. In their infancy, as it were,

in the days of their poverty, the

foundations of this great temple

were laid. After the saints settled

in Cache valley, and had founded

the city of Logan, they built a tem-

nle there. Also, after they had set-

tled in Manti, thev built a temple

there; and when they founded the

city of St. George, away to the

south, thev were a poor people, but

in the course of time, thev built a

temple there. Thus we have, in

this mountain region, four great

and glorious temples ; and doubtless

Isaiah, the Prophet, had his eye

fixed upon the temple located on

this block, when he said

:

"In the latter day, the mountain

of the Lord's house shall be es-

tablished in the tops of the mount-

ains and be exalted above the hills,

and all nations shall flow unto it."

Brethren and sisters, go forth

into the world, entier into thi

mountains, visit the high places of

the earth.and where—except here

—

where will you find a temple erect-

ed to the Most High God? Surely

Isaiah was inspired, and his proph-
ecies are being fulfilled by the Lat-

ter-day Saints. Let me call your at-

tention to this significant fact, that

these temples, which have been er-

ected at such a cost of time and
means and labor, were not built to

beautify the country or to please the

eye, or to attract the attention of

strangers, but were built for a

greater purpose, and that purpose
is emphasized in the following

words, better, perhaps, than I can

tell it;

"And again, verily, thus saith the
Lord : Let the work of my temple and all

the works which I have appointed unto
you, be continued on and not cease, and
let your diligence and your perseverance
and patience and your works be redou-
bled, and you shall in no wise lose your
reward, saith the Lord of Hosts.
"And if they persecute you, so perse-

cuted they the prophets and righteous
men that were before you ; for all this

there is a reward in heaven.
"And again, I give unto you a word

in relation to the baptism for your dead

:

"Verily, thus saith the Lord unto you,
concerning your dead : When any of you
are baptized for your dead, let there be a
recorder, and let him be eye-witness of
vour baptism : let him hear with his ears,

that he may testify of the truth, saith the
Lord, that in all your recording it may
be recorded in heaven, that what-
soever you bind on earth may be bound
in heaven; and whatsoever you loose on
earth may be loosed in heaven,
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Therefore, brethren and sisters,

these temples of the Lord are re-

garded by the Latter-day Saints as

the connecting link between the

heavens and the earth; and there-

fore, again, because of the or-

dinances for the dead, which are

performed in the House of Goa
we are not only building up a great

church upon the earth, but are lay-

ing the foundation for a great

church in the spirit world. It is be-

cause of this, in my judgment, that

the Lord emphasizes the importance

of temple work and that with us

His people, it must continue on and

not cease.

Some years ago, a brother ap-

proached me, and he said : "Brothei

Clawson, I am sixty-seven years of

age ; I have been a strong and ac-

tive man in my life, and have done

a great deal of hard work, but now
I am somewhat feeble; I can not

engage in manual labor as hereto-

fore. How shall I spend my time ?"

I said to him, "Go to the house of

the Lord." "Thank you," he re-

plied, "I will take your counsel."

About eight years later, I met this

brother again. He appeared to be

very happy indeed; and there was
an expression of joy in his coun-

tenance. "Brother Clawson," he

said, "during the past eight years

I have been working for my an-

cestors, in the house of the Lord,

After that conversation with you,

I went east and I gathered up eight

hundred names of my relatives ; and
during the past eight years I have
personally officiated for three hun-
dred of my ancestors, and I pro-

pose to continue on with the good
work ; I am happy for the Lord has

blessed me." He further said, "1

saw in vision, upon one occasion,

mv father and mother, who were
r»ot members of the Church, who
'"•d not received the Gospel in life.

and I discovered that they were
living separate and apart in the

spirit world, and when I asked

them how it was that they were
so, my father said: 'This is an en-

forced separation, and you are the

only individual that can bring us
together

;
you can do this work

;

will you do it?'"—meaning that he

should go into the house of the

Lord and there officiate for his par-

ents who were dead, and by the

ordinance of sealing bring them to-

gether and unite them in the famiL
relation beyond the vail ; and he
informed me that he had attended

to the work, and I rejoiced with
him and congratulated him.

Just now, at the beginning of

this meeting, I went down into the

audience, and a brother reached oui

his hand, a brother eighty years of
age and upwards, I think, I judged
so from his appearance. He shook
my hand, and I recognized him as

a man who had been much in the

temple here, and I said to the party

sitting next to him, "This is a tem-
ple man," and the brother spoke
up and said, "Yes, Brother Claw-
son, I have officiated in the temple
for twelve hundred souls." Then I

turned again to the party next to

him and said: "Our brother here
may pass through life unnoticed

;

he may attract but little attention,

but I tell you he will be a big man
in the other world." He will be

an important character there, be-

cause it will be known of him and
will be said of him that he turned
the key of life and salvation for

twelve hundred souls. And I sub-

mit to you, my brethren and sisters,

is not that a mighty work, and are

not his last days better than his

first days?
Brethren and sisters, the oppor-

tunities that are before us in the

house of the Lord are boundless.
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Our dead are waiting, anxiously

waiting for this people to go into

the house of God and officiate for

them that they may be liberated

from the prison house in the spir-

it world. During the time these

four temples have been in opera-

tion, there have been over three

million ordinances performed in be-

half of the dead and over 240,000

ordinances in behalf of the living,

or in other words, between three

and four million ordinances per-

formed for the living and for the

dead. So I maintain and wish to

strongly emphasize, if I could, that

probably the most striking feature

of the latter-day work, in which we
are engaged, is the building of tem-

ples. We are a temple-building

people, and ever will be, for this is

one of our duties, it is one of the

obligations resting upon us and
made binding upon the Latter-day

Saints, and made binding upon
every people who are blessed and
accepted by the Lord. May God
bless us and help us to appreciate

His goodness, His power and His
authority, is my prayer, in the name
of Jesus. Amen.

"He leadeth me," a tenor solo,

was sung by Elder Wm. D. Phil-

lips.

ELDER HEED SMOOT.

Necessity for prayer, and its efficacy.

—

The Saints admonished to pray in

their homes.—Marvelous results of

prayers of faith.—The praying Saint

will not apostatize.—Prayer a reliable

source of peace and happiness.

—

Prayer needful under all conditions

and circumstances.

We have been blessed, my breth-

ren and sisters, with sweet music

during this conference, but above

this, we have been extremely blessed

with the word of the Lord, through
His servants, by way of admoni-
tion to this people.

Yesterday, while President Smith
was speaking upon the Word of

Wisdom, my soul responded
"Amen" to every word utered by
him, and I said to myself : I would
that the "Mormon" people were
united in their observance of this

great law, that every member of the

Church would accept the counsel

given at this conference respecting

temperance as the will of the Father
and live strictly according to the

revelation of God in this particu-

lar. Is it possible for us to place

ourselves in a position to accept and
adhere to this requirement of the

Lord? I am convinced that it is.

Then what can I recommend to this

people, or what advice can I give

to this congregation, and to the

Saints in general, that would help

them to live this law strictly? I

have decided that the best thing I

can say is to recommend to the peo-

ple that they pray to God for help

and assistance, and continue to pray
in earnest until the desired end has

been attained. Let those who have
already obeyed the law pray that

power may be given them to assist

those who are still struggling to

overcome their shortcomings in this

regard.

During this conference I have felt

like calling the attention of the

Saints to the necessitv of prayer, for

I know what prayer has done for

God's people in the past, and what
it has clone for them in this age. I

feel in my soul to thank the Lord
that I had a mother who taught me
to pray, from the time I was old

enough to understand anything. She
not only taught me by word and
example to pray, but she taught me


