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Man's insignificant individuality com-
pared with God' great work.—Nothing
to lose, everything to gain by faithful-

ness.—True Saints can not be- led by
false shepherds.—Friends of righteous-
ness are not enemies of Zion.—"What-
soever the Lord requireth of me, that
will I do."—Christ's Church will stand,
and its power increase henceforth.

—

Integrity of early members of the
Church a worthy exany>le to the Saints
now.

It is with feelings of gratitude
to the Lord that I stand before you
this morning, at the opening of

our 79th Annual General Confer-
ence. I thank the Lord for all

His mercies and loving kindness to-

ward all His people and, for that

matter, for His continued mercy
and kindness unto all men. I am
very grateful that we have th(

privilege of meeting togethet

this morning under so favor-

able circumstances, possessing as

we seem to do, many if not all of

the blessings of life, health and

strength, peace, and the desire in

our hearts to honor the Lord by
our presence, manifesting our faith

by gathering here on this occasion.

This is a witness of our devotion

to the cause of Zion. My
heart is full of gratitude to the

Lord, and of love for the Latter-

day Saints, and for the Church of

Jesus Christ throughout all the

world.

To me there is nothing in life

that can compare with the great

work that the Lord is doing in the

midst of the children of men, in

these latter days. While it may be

said, and it is in a measure true,

that we are but a handful in com-
parison to our fellow men in the

world, yet we may be compared
with the leaven of which the Savior

spoke, that will eventually leaven

the whole world. We have ample
assurance of the fulfillment of this

thought in the growth and develop-

ment of the cause from its in-

cipiency until the present, for it has

steadily and increasingly progressed
and developed in the earth, from a
mere half dozen of men 79 years
ago, until today the members of
the Church may be numbered by
hundreds of thousands We have
passed through the stages o:

infancy and of irresponsible

childhood, and are indeed ap-

proaching the condition of man-
hood and womanhood in our exper-

ience in the Gospel of Jesus Christ,

and in all the conditions incident to,

and that are connected with, the

growth of the Church and the peo-
ple of God, thus far in the cause of

Zion, and also the necessity the

people of God are under to uphold
and sustain principles of righteous-

ness and of truth against all pre-

judices of the world, as well as

against their own prejudices, and
individual likes, dislikes and pre-

ferences. We are learning the great

truth that man is insignificant in

his individuality in comparison
with the mighty cause which in-

volves the salvation of the children

of men, living and dead, and
those who will yet live in the earth.

Men must set aside their own pre-

judices, their own personal desires,

wishes and preferences, and pay
deference to the great cause of
truth that is spreading abroad in

the world.
To my mind there is nothing in

all the world so great and so glor-

ious as the work that the Lord
Almighty is doing in these latter

days. I feel grateful that I have
been permitted as an individual to

take part, in a humble way, in help-

ing %> promote the interests of
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Zion, and to spread its cause abroad
in the world, from the days of my
youth until now. I sincerely hope
and pray that I may be able to en-

dure faithful throughout the re-

maining portion of my life. I have
lived too long to think of faltering

in the least now. I have put my
hand to the plow and it is too late

to turn or to look back; and, for

that matter, there has never ap-

peared to me to be any reason at

all why I should look back, or why
1 should slacken my efforts or my
earnest desire to spread the cause

of truth and help to build up Zion.

Everything has pointed to the great

good that has been and will be ac-

complished. Everything has pointed

to the justness and righteousness

of the cause and made my duty

clear to me, assuring me of ad-

vancement and growth in knowl-

edge and understanding by pursu-

ing the cause that I have been pur-

suing; and that I still intend to

pursue, by the help of God to the

end. I see nothing to lose

by following this course but I

think I can see that everything is

to be gained by it. I am determin-

ed, therefore, to go on and con-

tinue as faithful as I can be to my
duty, to the trusts that are imposed
in me. As far as it lies in my
power, I want to be faithful to the

work of the Lord, that at last I

may be able to give an account of

my life and stewardship that will

at least be acceptable to the Great

Judge of the quick and the dead.

As it has been said many times in

the past, "I am for the kingdom
of God, or nothing." Zion, first

and foremost. Seek first the king-

dom of God and His righteousness.

that all other thing's may be added
in the due time of the Lord, and in

accordance with His pleasure.

These are principles that should

prevade the minds and hearts of all

the Latter-day Saints. We should
have gained sufficient experience by
this time to realize that no man, no
individual, no clique, and no se-

cret organization can combine with
force and power sufficient to over-

turn, the purposes of the Almighty,

or to change the course of His
work. Many and many an in-

dividual has arisen in times past,

and these individuals have been
falsely impressed with the idea that

they were going to work a wonder-
ful reformation in the Church

;

they anticipated that in a very

short time the whole people would
desert their standard, the stand-

ard of truth to which they had
gathered and around which they

had rallied from the beginning of

the Church until then. These per-

sons thought the people would fol-

low the "new shepherds," but the

people of God Know the voice of

the true shepherd, and the strang-

er's voice they will not heed, nor
the counsels of him who assumes
authority that does not belong to

him. None such will they ever

follow. The Latter-day Saints

know the spirit of the Gospel ; they

understand the spirit of truth. They
have learned their duty, and they

will stand by the truth, no matter

what may come. From the begin-

ning until now, we have had to

face the entire world; and the

whole world, comparatively, is or

has been arrayed against the work
of the Lord, not all on account of

hatred, not solely with the intent

or desire in their hearts to do evil

or to fight the truth, but because

thev were ignorant of the truth,

and because they knew not what
thev were doing. Manv are de-

ceived by the voice of false shep-

herds, and are misled by false in-

fluences. They are deceived ; they
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know not the truth; they under-
stand not what they do and, there-

fore, they are arrayed, as it were,
against the truth, against the work
of the Lord; so it has been from
the beginning. From the day that

the Prophet Joseph Smith first de-

clared his vision until now, the

enemy of all righteousness, the

enemy of truth, of virtue, of hon-
or, uprightness, and purity of life;

the enemy to the only true God,
the enemy to direct revelation from
Gbd and to the inspirations that

come from the heavens to man, has
been arrayed against this work.
You have never found the friend'

to righteousness, the friend to rev-

elation, the friend to God, the
friend to truth, the friend to right-

eous living and purity of life, or he

who is devoted to righteousness and
is broad enough to comprehend
truth from error and light from
darkness—I say you have never
found such as these arrayed against

the cause of Zion. To be arrayed
against the cause of Zion is to be
arrayed against God, against revel-

ation from God, against that spirit

that leads men into all truth that

cometh from the source of light

and intelligence, against that prin-

ciple that brings men together and
causes them to forsake their sins,

to seek righteousness, to love God
with all their hearts, mind and
strength, and to love their neigh-
bors as themselves.

The soirit of the Gospel leads
men to righteousness ; to love their

fellow men and to labor for their

salvation and exaltation ; it in-

spires them to. do sjood and not
evil, to avoid even the appearance
of sin, much more to avoid sin

itself. This is indeed the spirit of
the Gospel, which is the spirit of
this latter-dav work, and also the

spirit that possesses those who have

embraced it; and the aim and pur-

pose of this work is the salvation,

the exaltation, and the eternal hap-
piness of man both in this life and
in the life to come. Will any man,
or any set of men who really love

righteousness, love God, love purity

of life, and who are seeking for

the truth, I ask, will such men ar-

ray themselves against the work
whose very object is that which
they themselves seek? Those who
fight against Zion, or against the

Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-

day Saints, are fighting! against

God, against His truth, againsl

light and knowledge, and revela-

tion from the heavens to man,
which we know man has received

of God in the day in which we live.

What shall we do? Our plain duty

—so plain that none should misun-

derstand it, none can misunderstand

it unless they allow their prejudices

and human weaknesses to prevail

over their better judgment; our
plain duty is to live in the spirit

of forgiveness, in the spirit of hum-
ility before the Lord, in the love of

the truth more than the love of

ourselves and our personal in-

terests.

The Lord told the young man
who loved the world, that if he de-

sired to be perfect, he should sell

all that he had and give it to the

poor, then said the Lord, "Come
and follow me." This may be a

very simple manner of expression,

but there is a great deal of truth in

it, there is an essential principle

involved in it. It is the putting of

that which is sacred and divine, that

which is of God, that which makes
for the peace and happiness of the

souls of men, before our riches,

before all our earthly honors and
possessions. The Lord Almighty
requires this of the Latter-day

Saints ; and every man and woman
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who has embraced the Gospel

ought to feel in his and in her heart

today, and in their souls always,

that "whatsoever the Lord re-

quireth of me, that will I do," or

that will I give, no matter what it

is. To a certain extent we have

reached'that point, to the extent at

least that we can forego the plea-

sures of home, the opportunity of

making means, of devoting our

time to labors and industries that

will bring great profit to us. We
are willing to leave these things,

and for years consecrate our time

and our efforts to the preaching of

the Gospel to the nations of the

earth, and remain proclaiming the

Gospel in the world until it shall be

said to us "it is enough," and we
receive an honorable release to re-

turn to our homes. This is, of

course, a step in the right direction.

Many of us can do this, and many
are doing it from time to time. Oc-

casionaly we come across an in-

dividual who thinks he could not

do it. He thinks he could not sac-

rifice his home interests, and the

profits of his business, which need

his personal attention. He thinks

he could not leave these interests

to go out into the world to preach

the Gospel, and he asks to be ex-

cused from being called to such

labor as this. I fear that in such

cases, if he were called upon to

make a sacrifice of a portion of that

which he possessed, of a worldly

character, for the building up of

Zion, or for the spread of truth, or

for the defense of the people of

God, that he would be found want-

ine in his willingness to comply
with such requirements also. For
my own part, T would like to so

live that with open heart and mind,

before God and all men, if I were
required to go to the ends of the

earth and remain there proclaim-

ing the Gospel of Christ, that I

would be willing to do it; or if I

were asked to give up what I pos-

sess in the world, for the building

up of Zion, for some special neces-

sary purpose, for advancing the

cause of Zion in the world, that I

would be prepared and ready to

say, Father, here is all that I have

;

1 place it upon the altar freely and
give it for the benefit of Thy king-

dom upon the earth and for the

advancement of Thy cause. I would
like to live so that this would in-

deed be my determination and
that I would be able, if the require-

ment were made, to carry it out not
only without regret but with plea-

sure. But this I earnestly desire

—

I want to live so that, no matter
what any other man in the world
may do or say, so far as I am
concerned there is but this one
thing for me to do, and that is to

be true to the covenants I have
made with God and my brethren,

to stand firm and steadfast for the

advancement of Zion and for the

building up of the kingdom of God
in the earth. I want to so live

that I can have in me the spirit and
determination to forgive my broth-
er his trespasses, as I would de-

sire him to forgive my trespasses

against him. We should all live so

that the spirit of reconciliation, the

spirit of peace, the spirit of love

and of union may rise above the

passions and feelings of anger and
resentment that may be aroused

in the hearts of men, in conse-

quence of circumstances which
mieht arise from time to time. Our
lives should be such that these
worldlv thinp-s may sink into insig-

nificance, and that the love of God
in the hearts of brethren might
rise above all other things, no mat-
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ter what condition or circumstance
may be brought to bear upon us to

provoke or wound our feelings.

There is no salvation but in the

way God has pointed out. There
is no hope of everlasting life but

through obedience to the law that

has been affixed by the Father of

Life, "with whom there is no vari-

ableness, neither shadow of turn-
ing;" and there is no other way by
which we may obtain that light

and exaltation. These matters are

beyond peradventure, beyond all

doubt in my mind; I know them
to be true. Therefore, I bear my
testimony to you, my brethren and
sisters, that the Lord God Omni"
potent reigneth, that He lives and

that His Son lives, even He who
died for the sins of the world, and
that He rose from the dead; that

He sits upon the right hand of the

Father; that all power is given un-

to Him ; that we are directed to call

upon God in the name of Jesus

Christ. We are told that we should

remember Him in our homes, keep

His holy name fresh in our minds,

and revere Him in our hearts; we
should call upon him from time to

time, from day to day, and in fact,

every moment of our lives we
should live so that the desires of

our hearts will be a prayer unto

God for righteousness, for truth

and for the salvation of the human
family. Let us guard ourselves

so that there may not come into

our souls a single drop of bitter-

ness, by which our whole being

might be corroded and poisoned

with anger, with hatred, envy or

malice, or any sort of evil. We
should be free from all these evil

things, that we may be filled with

the love of God, the love of truth

the love of our fellow men, that

we may seek to do good unto all

men all the days of our lives, and

above all things be true to our
covenants in the Gospel of Jesus
Christ.

I know that this is Christ's

Church. I know that the principles

we have received are true, as far

as I have been able to comprehend
them. I need not' enter into a

lengthy talk or discourse in relation

to these principles, for you are
familiar with them; but I do know
that every principle of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ that has been re-

vealed through Joseph Smith, the

prophet, in these last days is of God
and is true, and will stand for

ever—that is, on its merit, as to its

truth; it can never be overthrown.
I know this with all my being. God
has made me doubly assured by the

presence and influence of His
Spirit, and by the inspiration

awakened in my soul to love that

which is good, and to desire to for-

sake that which is evil. I know,
too, that the Lord Almighty will

accomplish His purposes; no mat-
ter about me, no matter what in-

dividuals may do or scores of in-

dividuals, for that matter or

hundreds of them, or perchance
thousands of them that may turn
away from the truth, or who may.
fall by the way, stumbling over
their own weaknesses as a result of
the little strifes and bitternesses

that arise in their hearts, one
against another. Hundreds or
thousands may fall by the way, but
the kingdom of God will never fall.

The work of the Lord will never
stop, nor cease, for God has de-

creed that it shall continue to pro-

gress in the earth until His pur-
poses are accomplished. This be-
ing true, no power beneath the
Celestial Kingdom can hinder its

progress. Tt can't be done, for God
has decreed it. I see in the pro-

gress of this latter-day work, from
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its inception, that mighty, irresis-

tible power, that wonderful Divine

providence that makes for right-

eousness and for truth and for the

advancement of the cause of Zion;

working in and under and all around
this Church, until it has brought it

to where it is. That same power
will become stronger and stronger

and will work with greater rapidity

and greater impetus in the future

than it has done in the past, in pro-

portion to the growth and develop-

ment of the faith, knowledge and
fidelity of the people of God in the

earth. The kingdom of God and
the work of the Lord will spread

more and more; it will progress

more rapidly in the world in the

future than it has done in the past.

The Lord has said it, and the Spirit

beareth record; and I bear my tes-

timony to this, for I do know that

it is true.

We believe in righteousness. We
believe in all truth, no matter to

what subject it may refer. No sect

or religious denomination in the

world possesses a single principle

of truth that we do not accept or

that we will reject. We are will-

ing to receive all truth, from what-

ever source it may come; for truth

will stand, truth will endure. No
man's faith, no man's religion, no
religious organization in all the

world can ever rise above the

truth. The truth must be at the

foundation of religion, or it is in

vain and it will fail of its purpose.

I say that the truth is at the founda-
tion, at the bottom and top of—and
it entirely permeates this great

work of the Lord that was es-

tablished through the instrumen-

tality of Joseph Smith, the prophet.

God is with it; it is His work, not

that of man ; and it will succeed no
matter what the opposition may be.

We look now at the opposition ar-

rayed against the Church of Jesus

Christ of Latter-day Saints, and
smile, so to speak, with feelings of

confidence doubly assured by th<

experience of the past, in compar-

ison to the feelings that possessed

the souls of our fathers and moth-
ers in the early days of the Church,

when they were but a handful, with

all the world arrayed against them

;

just a few poor, homeless people,

driven from their possessions, cast

out from the communities in which
they sought to establish themselves

and build their homes. When I

think of our people, thrust into the

wilderness, wandering and seeking
for a place where the soles of their

feet might rest, and see, then, the

world arrayed against them, and
think of the little chance that ap-

peared before them for success and
the accomplishment of their pur-

poses, I wonder that more of them
did not tremble and falter than
did; but some of them were true

in the midst of it all, even unto
death. If it had been necessary
for them to have been martyred
for the truth, willingly would they
have given their lives, as they gave
all else that they possessed in the

world, for the knowledge they had
of the divinity of the work in which
they were engaged. Are we as

faithful today? Are we as devout
as our fathers were Oh, my God,
help me to be as true as they were
Help me to stand as they stood,

upon the pedestal of eternal truth,

that no power on earth, or in hell,

may remove me from that founda-
tion. This is my prayer to the
Lord for my own sake, and it is my
prayer to Him for every Latter-day
Saint throughout the length and
breadth of the world.

God bless you, my brethren and
sisters. May He continue to pros-

per us, and help us to increase in
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righteousness and faith, in union,

and in love, one for another and
for God our Father, and for our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, to

whom we owe the hope and prom-
ise of redemption from death and
from the power of endless banish-

ment from the presence of God.

This is my prayer for you, my
brethren and sisters, in the name
of Jesus. Amen.

A bass solo, "Fear God, Oh Is-

rael," was rendered by Alexander

C. Crawford.

PRESIDENT JOHN R. WINDER.

Determination to be diligent in duties,

notwithstanding advanced age.

I am delighted, my brethren and
sisters, to have one more opportun-

ity of meeting with you in general

conference. President Smith asked

the question, "What shall we do?"
Answering that for myself, what
shall I do? I propose to serve

the Lord with all my might, mind
and strength while I shall be per-

mitted to remain here upon the

earth; this is my determination.

Every day that I live I feel that

I am under renewed obligations to

my Heavenly Father for His con-

tinued mercies and blessings to me.

I often think there is no person,

that I know of, who is under great-

er obligations to the Lord than 1

am for the many blessings He has

bestow-ed upon me during my entire

life; and for extending my days

until the present time. He has been

so kind and merciful to me that

I could not, for one moment, be

so ungrateful as to fail to acknowl-
edge the hand of the Lord. I ex-

pect to occupy only a few moments,

but I am glad to have this opportu-

nity of expressing to you my de-

termination to continue in this work,
and especially to keep sacred and
holy the covenants I have made up
to the present time, and seek to

discharge and fulfill every duty that

devolves upon me, with greater

faithfulness in the future than I

have done in the past. This morn-
ing, as I listened to the words of

our President, my soul was filled

with deb'^it and with a renewed
determination to perform my du-
ties, just so far as I am able to

do so.

It may not be necessary for me
to say to you, my brethren and sis-

ters, that this is the eighty-eighth
year of my life. Do you not think
that the Lord has been good to

me? I certainly would be ungrate-
ful did I not serve Him through
the remainder of my days, with all

my might, mind and strength. I

expect to stand by my President,
to be on hand to assist him, in my
humble way, to the extent of my
ability, and as the Lord will gi<e

me strength.

While the choir was singing the
hymn this "morning, this vcise at-

tracted my attention :

Lift up your hearts in praise to

God;
Let your rejoicings never cease

;

Though tribulations rage abroad,
Christ says, "In rne ye shall have

peace."

May the Lord bless the people of
Israel in all their abidings. God
bless you all, my brethren and sis-

ters, and may He help me to carry
out the determination which I have
expressed this morning, to the full-

est extent, is my prayer in the name
of Jesus Christ. Amen.


