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"No matter what price a man may
pay for truth, he is getting it at a bar-
gain. The lying of others can never
hurt us long; it always carries with
it our exoneration in the end"

"Truth, is not a mere absence of
the vices. This is only a moral vacuum.
Truth is the living, pulsing breathing
of the virtues of life. Mere refrain-

ing from wrong-doing is but keeping
the weeds out of the garden of one's
life. But this must be followed by
positive planting' of the seeds of right
to secure the flowers of true living.

To the negatives of the Ten Com-
mandments must be added the posi-
tives of the Beatitudes. The one con-
demns, the other commends; the one
forbids, the other inspires; the one
emphasizes the act, the other the spirit

behind the act. The whole truth rests

not in either, but in both.
"A man cannot truly believe in God

without believing in the final inev-
itable triumph of Truth. If you have
Truth on your side you can pass
through the dark valley of slander,

misrepresentation and abuse, undaunt-
ed, as though you wore a magic suit of
mail that no bullet could enter, no ar-

row could pierce. You can hold your
head high, toss it fearlessly and defi-

antly, look every man calmly and un-
flinchingly in the eye, as though you
rode, a victorious king, returning at

the head of your legions with banners
waving and lances glistening, and bu-
gh s filling the air with music. You can
feel the great expansive wave of moral
health surging through you as the
quickened blood courses through the
body of him who is gladly, gloriously
proud of physical health. You •vill

know that all will come right in the
end, that it must come, that error
must flee before the great white light

of truth, as darkness slinks away in-

to nothingness in the presence of the
sunburst. Then, with Truth as your
guide, your companion, your ally, and
inspiration, you tingle with the con-
sciousness of your kinship with the infi-

nite and all the petty trials, sorrows
and sufferings of life fade away like

temporary, harmless visions seen in a
dream."

We have truth on our side; we
have the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

God lives
; Jesus is the Christ. Jo-

seph Smith is a prophet of God;

and every man who has succeeded

Joseph Smith has been God's
mouthpiece. Let us be true to God,
and God will sustain us. This is

my prayer, and I ask it in the name
of Jesus. Amen.

The choir sang the anthem, "Let

the mountains shout for joy."

President Smith called attention

to the severe storm prevailing out-

side, and requested the congrega-
tion to express, by vote, their wish
as to adjourning now, or continu-

ing this meeting until the Confer-

ence is closed. The congregation

voted in favor of the proposition.

ELDER JOHN HENRY SMITH.

Tribute to strong, honest character of
President Roosevelt.—prospect for
continuance of good government

—

Integrity to trust in handling funds.
—Laxity in discipline of children.

—

The young incited to acquire no-
bility of character.

I have listened with intense in-

terest to the remarks that have
been made by our brethren, from
the opening of the conference un-
til the present time. It has been
a joy to me to recognize the char-

acter of the spirit, as well as the

nature of the words that have
fallen from the lips of each of the

speakers. I trust that the impress
made upon our minds will remain,
and be a joy to us while engaged
in the performance of our duties

during- the next year.

In looking back over the past

year, I recognize the fact that the

bles=ines of the Lord have abound-
ed in large degree upon this peo-

ple, as well as upon all other peo-

ple of the United States, and most
of the nations of the world. While
there have been calamities of a ser-

ious character that have fallen to
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the lot of some of our Father's

children, enough at least to signify

unto us that His providences are

over all, and we realize that His
judgments may be poured out in

His own way, and in His own time,

upon any of us; yet, as a rule, joy

abounds in the hearts of the child-

ren of men.
We have recently noted the

change of presidents of the United
States, the passing from the presi-

dency of this great nation of ours

one of the most heroic, earnest,

devoted and thoroughly honest

men. His efforts toward the refor-

mation of our land should be a joy

to every American citizen. While
he may, in his zeal, have made mis-

takes, I believe that, in the writings

of historians of the future, one of

the brightest names in the history

of the race will be that of the man
who has served this nation so faith-

fully and well—Theodore Roose-
velt. The coming into power of

another man as the executive of

our nation, fully equipped for the

discharge of his duties, with ex-

tended experience, and a body of

able men around him, I believe

presages to our country continued

glorious growth and development.
While it is not my thought to dwell

upon the question of civil govern-

ment, it is a joy to recognize the

fact that the nation in which we
live, which we love, and which is

our nation, has demonstrated pow-
er to carry itself unscathed amidst

storms and tempests, amidst fin-

ancial distresses, and make success-

ful the ministry and labor of its

noble and gifted sons.

While I stand here I desire to

speak briefly upon a subject that

has not been spoken of at this con-

ference, by any of my brethren—it

is the question of financial integ-

rity, sacred regard for trusts. It oc-

casionally occurs, as we note in

publications over the land, that

men who are trusted with pub-

lic and private funds go wrong.
There seems to be a lack of un-
derstanding in regard to this ques-

tion of the sacredness of these ob-

ligations. I hope that within each

of the schools in our state, whether
state or church schools, universi-

ties, academies, colleges, or grade

schools, that there shall be an effort

made by the faculties in those insti-

tutions to impress fully upon the

minds of our young men the sacred-

ness that attaches to public and
private trusts. It is most desir-

able that the principles of honor,

honesty, integrity, wisdom, and
right shall be written in their souls,

that moral principles may be so

thoroughly implanted in them,
through the training they receive

therein, augmented by the efforts

and ministry of Sabbath schools

and the various associations that

have been established in the

Church, so that no young man of

this Church or state, who shall be

entrusted with the means of an-

other person, whether it be private

or public, shall be led to misuse
those funds, and do that which
shall bring discredit to his name,
to his family, or to the people

among whom he resides. I believe

that more thoughtful and earnest

labor is necessary in connection
with these matters, in our homes,
schools, and churches, and in the

various organizations that have
been established all over the land
looking toward the betterment and
uplifting of the sons and daugh-
ters of this glorious country of
ours.

In the priesthood meeting last

night, President Smith briefly

made reference to propositions in-

volved in the stricter guardianship
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of our children, calling attention

to laxity in governing them, and
a degree of recklessness that has
deveioped,along certain lines,among
some of our young people. From
my own observation, I feel sure

that we accord greater liberty to

our children than is granted by a

large majority of the rest of the

world. 1 feel that this matter of

the care and education of our

children, needs consideration in

every home, ward, and stake of

Zion. As I remarked before, in one
of the meetings in this Tabernacle,

I am fearful we are becoming too

much the lovers of pleasure, and
too little the lovers of God; I be-

lieve that repentance and reforma-

tion in these respects are requisites

among us as a people. I believe

that excessive liberty comes into

my own home ; I know it does ; and
I believe it goes into the homes
of too many of this people. While
in no sense of the word would I

curtail legitimate and proper lib-

erty, proper enjoyment and recrea-

tion for the young, I recognize the

fact that indiscriminate mingling
of boys and girls in every place,

and under every condition, with-

out the guardianship of parents, is

a menace to the morality, well-be-

ing, and good of our young, a

hindrance to their development
and growth in the cause of the

Eternal Father. My brothers and
my sisters, I ask you to think up-
on this problem of the proper care

of our children. Let us instil into

the minds of our young people,

who are entering upon the duties

of life a proper understanding
and regard for the sacredness of
those obligations, that they may
duly recognize the principles of
virtue, honestv, integrity, honor,
devotion to the right, industry,

perseverance and unyielding cour-

age, with resolutions fixed upon
the uplifting and upbuilding of the

race, the betterment of the whole
world.

As my brethren have said before

me, I testify to the mission of the

Redeemer of the world, the Son
of the living God. I testify to

the truth that has been established

through His administration. I tes-

tify to the greatness, and to the

truth in its fullness, of the work
of the Almighty that has been en-

trusted to these men and women
who are under the sound of my
voice. It is the grandest and truest

mission that has ever been impos-
ed upon mortal in the history of
the world.

I plead with my brethren and
sisters to think of these matters,

that we may understand the obli-

gations that rest upon us in this

great work; that we may under-
stand our duties toward our
children, that elements of the nobl-

est character shall be implanted in

the souls of our sons and daughters
and that the country in which we
live shall be uplifted through the

purity and integrity shown in their

lives and ministry. Amen.

PRESIDENT FRANCIS M. LYMAN.

Some who have the Gospel Spirit pos-
sess worldly spirit also.—Responsi-
bility of parents, and instructors:
agency of children.—U. S. has gath-
ered_ best people of all nations.

—

Nation favored of the Lord; the peo-
ple should be righteous.

I have rejoiced exceedingly with
you, my brethren and sisters, dur-
ing this conference. It seems to
me it has been one of the most in-

spiring and edifying conferences
that we have ever enjoyed. The
weather has been good, and the
congregations have been large and


