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of our children, calling attention

to laxity in governing them, and
a degree of recklessness that has
deveioped,along certain lines,among
some of our young people. From
my own observation, I feel sure

that we accord greater liberty to

our children than is granted by a

large majority of the rest of the

world. 1 feel that this matter of

the care and education of our

children, needs consideration in

every home, ward, and stake of

Zion. As I remarked before, in one
of the meetings in this Tabernacle,

I am fearful we are becoming too

much the lovers of pleasure, and
too little the lovers of God; I be-

lieve that repentance and reforma-

tion in these respects are requisites

among us as a people. I believe

that excessive liberty comes into

my own home ; I know it does ; and
I believe it goes into the homes
of too many of this people. While
in no sense of the word would I

curtail legitimate and proper lib-

erty, proper enjoyment and recrea-

tion for the young, I recognize the

fact that indiscriminate mingling
of boys and girls in every place,

and under every condition, with-

out the guardianship of parents, is

a menace to the morality, well-be-

ing, and good of our young, a

hindrance to their development
and growth in the cause of the

Eternal Father. My brothers and
my sisters, I ask you to think up-
on this problem of the proper care

of our children. Let us instil into

the minds of our young people,

who are entering upon the duties

of life a proper understanding
and regard for the sacredness of
those obligations, that they may
duly recognize the principles of
virtue, honestv, integrity, honor,
devotion to the right, industry,

perseverance and unyielding cour-

age, with resolutions fixed upon
the uplifting and upbuilding of the

race, the betterment of the whole
world.

As my brethren have said before

me, I testify to the mission of the

Redeemer of the world, the Son
of the living God. I testify to

the truth that has been established

through His administration. I tes-

tify to the greatness, and to the

truth in its fullness, of the work
of the Almighty that has been en-

trusted to these men and women
who are under the sound of my
voice. It is the grandest and truest

mission that has ever been impos-
ed upon mortal in the history of
the world.

I plead with my brethren and
sisters to think of these matters,

that we may understand the obli-

gations that rest upon us in this

great work; that we may under-
stand our duties toward our
children, that elements of the nobl-

est character shall be implanted in

the souls of our sons and daughters
and that the country in which we
live shall be uplifted through the

purity and integrity shown in their

lives and ministry. Amen.

PRESIDENT FRANCIS M. LYMAN.

Some who have the Gospel Spirit pos-
sess worldly spirit also.—Responsi-
bility of parents, and instructors:
agency of children.—U. S. has gath-
ered_ best people of all nations.

—

Nation favored of the Lord; the peo-
ple should be righteous.

I have rejoiced exceedingly with
you, my brethren and sisters, dur-
ing this conference. It seems to
me it has been one of the most in-

spiring and edifying conferences
that we have ever enjoyed. The
weather has been good, and the
congregations have been large and
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attentive. I am sure that we have
verily been fed spiritually, and in-

structed, and I am now quite pre-

pared for the transaction of the re-

maining business of the conference,

and for its adjournment.
The work of the Lord is so

thoroughly fixed in the hearts of

the Latter-day Saints, that it is

secure among men. It may not

yet have reached its majority, or

become strong enough to be very

remarkable among the churches
and peoples of the earth, but it cer-

tainly is so strongly established

that it will never be shaken, nor

moved. It will not be moved out

of its place, for the Lord will sus-

tain it ; and He will sustain each of

us, individually, through our faith,

and having done the will, of the

Lord. We not only recognize the

results in the works of the people,

but we know of the doctrine. The
Lord has favored us, as He would
have favored all men if they would
have received His blessings, if they

had been willing to listen to the

truth and receive it. Not that we
have been any more favored, par-

ticularly, than the rest of the world
would have been, if they fTad been
willing, if they had opened their

hearts and their ears, and had list-

ened. They could have known as

we know, and they might have real-

ized the truth of the doctrine, as

well as to have recognized the good
works quoted here_ by our bishop.

We would like them to be able

to quote a good many more good
works than we have heard, in con-

nection with us individually and as

a people, for there is ample room
for our improvement. We must

correct the troubles that we com-
plain of in regard to our children,

and that we find in ourselves. At
times we have to acknowledge that

we are a little like the world, that

we stray from our professions and
the doctrines of life and truth. Un-
less we are careful, we may depart,

in some particular, from the

straight and narrow path.

Although we have to acknowl-
edge these things, yet there is be-

ing established and is established

now, in the hearts of a large ma-
jority of the Latter-day Saints, a
clear understanding of the doc-
trines that are so difficult for the
world to comprehend, for the rea-

son explained by the bishop—that

they have not the spirit of this

work, but have the spirit of the
world. We, too, have the spirit

of the world in quite liberal

amount, so that we understand, as

the world understands, the things
of the world; we comprehend and
agree in regard to them, and, like

the world, we participate more or
less and are engrossed in that

spirit more than we should be. We
should be more thoroughly and
entirely under the influence and in-

spiration of the Holy Ghost; but
we are improving in this regard.

I say that the Latter-day Saints

are improving, and I am not sure

but there is improvement also in

the world. There are many good
people in the world, who are right-

eous, who are humble and faithful

according to their understanding of

the truth.

Our trouble is, much as others,

we have our agency, and our
children, just like ourselves, have
their agency ; and although we mav
possibly set before, them reasonably

good examples, and be solicitous

for them, prayerful and anxious
for their salvation, yet they take

their choice—your boys and mine,

and our girls, they do just about as

they please. I believe it is general-

lv understood, and advocated, that

if we were better parents, better
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fathers and mothers, attended more
faithfully to our duties in teach-

ing our children and training them,
we would have better children. I

presume there is much truth in

it ; but sometimes good people, good
parents, have bad boys and bad
girls. I understand that the Lord
has more bad boys and girls than
anybody else; yet, He teaches, and
instructs, and inspires, and is ready
to do everything He. can for them;
and aren't you and I ready also to

do what we can for our children.

Although we may do all that lies

in our power, set good examples,

give good instructions, take pains

to observe the Sabbath day our-

selves, and have our children do
the same, yet a percentage of them
may be reckless, and some may go
to destruction, and as a result our
hearts may be broken. Tender
fathers and mothers are very great-

ly distressed over the wayward-
ness, of their children. It is our
duty to care for our children, to

look after them, to do all the good
we can for them, and when we
have done all that, why some of

them, no doubt, will be lost—at

least they will not do as we want
them to do. They will exercise

their agency, and some of them
may listen to the spirit of evil that

is in the world. Notwithstanding
these difficulties, it is our obligation

to take every pains in our power
for the salvation of our children,

for they are the children of God.
They are entrusted to us, and we
are responsible for teaching them,

training and leading them by our
example and precept in the ways
of righteousness. When we have
done our duty faithfully, and have
been perfect, even as our Father in

heaven is perfect, as near as we
can—which I believe we can fair-

ly well be if we will—then the

responsibility rests upon the

children themselyes. Parents do
not rest under condemnation when
they have done their duty in regard
to their children. The obligation

rests first with the parents, but it

also rests upon the bishops and
presiding officers in the wards, in

the stakes of Zion, and in the

Church, the leading presiding

brethren, and the leading and chief

sisters in the associations—a great
responsibility rests upon them as
well as upon the parents ; they must
all do their duty, so that the young
people of the Church may be
thoroughly trained and instructed.

.

Let us take care of what the

Lord has entrusted to us. He has
given us everything we enjoy, the

Church, the people, our families,

our country. Thank the Lord for

this country, of which we speak so

highly, and its government—

a

splendid government, a splendid

country; and yet there are difficul-

ties, and troubles in the cities, the

states and in the nation. We have
to struggle with great ques-
tions, great difficulties, but
we have the finest part of

the world, the best government,
and the finest people—for we have
the very best people of all nations

;

we have gathered in this country
from all nations. Ours is a gath-
ering nation, as well as a gathering
people. I do not know that there

is any other nation—I do not think

just now of another nation that is

gathering from all the other na-
tions of the earth. All the nations

of the earth seem to be contribut-

ing to build up this nation which
the Lord seems to have held in re-

serve; that is, He seems to have
delayed the establishment of this

nation, the developing of this side

of the world. He has reserved this

country for the accomplishment of
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His purposes. They are gathering
to this continent, and they are
gathering to this people, as to no
other religious denomination^ We
have represented here nearly all the
civilized nations of the earth—if

they are not all represented now,
they will be after a little while.

The choicest element seems to be
moving from the old world, from
among other nations, to gather
upon this new side of the world

—

although it is sometimes regard-
ed as the old side of the world; it

has been old so long it seems to

have come young again. We are
developing a nation, and we are de-

veloping a people, religiously, such
as is not known on any other part
of the earth.

Being thus favored of the Lord,
and being called as His instru-

ments, it behooves us to be faith-

ful and diligent. We have been
called of God; He has inspired us;
He has opened our eyes and our
ears, and enables us to understand.

It seems that He has been unable
to make others of His children see

as yet, though their eyes will final-

ly be opened. Thank the Lord
that our eyes have been opened ear-

ly, and that we now have the

privilege of helping to build up the
kingdom of God, to spread abroad
in the earth the principles of truth

and righteousness, to take care of
the foundations of this Church
which the Lord has established in

our day.

It is a wonderful thing for us to

be members of this Church. The
brethren sometimes say how they

appreciate their membership in this

Church. Why, th/ere is nothing
greater, nothing finer in the world,

for we are associated with the

counsels, the directions, and divine

inspiration and authority of( the

Father, to whom all men are ac-

countable. He inspired His prophet

Joseph Smith, to lay the founda-

tions of this work, so securely that

it will never be disturbed; that is,

it will never be overturned ; and the

work will never be given to an-

other people,for the people who now
possess it, and their posterity, and

those who come to our assistance,

will sustain this work, and it will

never be overthrown, for God has

said it. He is sustaining and di-

recting this great work. You and

T are His instruments, and we will

be wondefully honored and blest in

our salvation, and the salvation of

our posterity, if we are faithful.

Let us do our duty ; do it faithful-

ly, thoroughly, and well, so that we
shall never be condemned, nor be

ashamed—through Jesus Christ,

our Lord. Amen.

AUDITING COMMITTEE'S REPORT.

Elder Heber J. Grant read the

following report of the Church

Auditing Committee:

Salt Lake City, Utah,
April 2, 1909.

President Joseph F. Smith and
Counselors,

Dear Brethren : Your commit-

tee, intrusted with the auditing of

the books and accounts of the va-

rious officers having charge of the

financial affairs of the Church, beg

leave to report that we have com-
pleted our labors, having carefully

examined all books and accounts,

and have found them accurate, and

correctly kept. We further certify

that all receipts and expenditures

have been fully accounted for, and

the details thereof given with great

particularity.

We desire especially to mention

and commend the intelligent and


