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structions in our lives ; that when
we go home, from this conference,

we will all put forth our best efforts

to improve, and live in accordance

with these principles. I wish to

say here, this morning, before this

vast congregation, that I endorse

with all my heart every sentiment

expressed, and to the best of my
humble ability, I will stand by the

President and put forth my best

efforts to aid and assist him in car-

rying out these principles.

I was delighted to hear him
speak of home manufactures. For
many years I was engaged in the

business, myself, manufacturing

various articles, and I have regret-

ted many times to see the negli-

gence and carelessness among our
people in relation to this principle.

I am proud to say, my brethren and
sisters, without boasting at all, that

I have the honor and the pleasure

of wearing a coat, this morning,
made from the same piece of cloth

that the President's coat was made
from, (laughter), and I leave you
to judge as to how I look.

You know pretty well my age

and how the Lord has blest and
preserved me until the present time.

I am almost eight-eight years of

age; consequently, you do not ex-

pect that I am going to stand here

and preach to you. I merely wish,

this morning, to bear my testimony

to the truth, and to tell you, from
the bottom of my heart, that I pro-

pose to stand by the President and
aid and assist him in every way that

I can, and to carry out the princi-

ples of the Gospel.

May the Lord bless you all and
help us to be true and faithful to

our covenants that we make in the

house of the Lord, and everywhere

else, is my prayer, in the name of

Jesus. Amen.

PRESIDENT ANTHON H. LUND.

Children are a blessing, and a respon-
sibility.—Every available agency for
children's betterment should be util-

ized.—Important results from Bu-
reau of Information.—Splendid
record made by our missionaries.

—

"Truth will prevail;" the Church
can not be destroyed.

I feel very humble in presenting

myself before this large congrega-
tion after you have heard the splen-

did instructions and the strong test-

imonies borne of the truth. I know
that you, with me, feel happy in the

knowledge that we are not in doubt,

but have a testimony of the truth.

The Lord has given us an assur-

ance that He has established this

work, and that it points out the

way which leads to eternal life. I

feel very thankful for this testi-

mony.

The subjects that have been treat-

ed upon are very timely. Our chil-

dren are our most precious posses-

sion. The Psalmist says : "Chil-

dren are an heritage of the Lord,

and the fruit of the womb is his

reward. As arrows in the hand
of a mighty man, so are the chil-

dren of youth. Happy is the man
who hath his quiver full of them."

Such was the way that that inspired

man looked upon children. Do we
look upon them in the same way?
Of all the people upon the earth

we ought to feel blest in the pos-

session of children. We should re-

gard it as a sacred duty to train

them aright while they are young,
for we are assured that if children

are trained in the way they should

go, when they grow old they will

not depart therefrom. This duty,

then, rests upon all the Latter-day

Saints, and it is not a duty
alone—we should look upon it as
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a privilege that God has given us

to train their young minds, that

they may grow up and be an hon-
or to us and become useful mem-
bers of the Church and Kingdom
of God. Good children are among
the greatest blessings ; but we must
remember that every blessing that

God bestows upon us brings also

responsibility, and the responsibil-

ity of raising our children aright,

of guarding them against evil in-

fluences, is a great one. With the

growing wealth in our community,
we find als'o the growth of evil in-

fluences around us. There is much
to draw our children away from
the right path. Hence, Latter-day

Saints we must be on our guard.

Do not let us neglect our children.

Let us encourage them in their at-

tendance at the sessions of the dif-

ferent institutions in our midst. Let
the little ones go to the Primaries.

I will say here that our sisters who
take such an interest in attending

the Primaries will be blest of the

Lord, and we feel to bless them;
likewise the workers in the Relig-

ion Classes. We want our chil-

dren to learn practical religion, and
in these classes is where our breth-

ren and sisters are training them in

this direction. We have institutions

in our midst that are hardly known,
but which are doing a great work
in protecting our children from the

evil that surrounds them. I refer to

the Betterment Committees, com-
posed of men who have been ap-

pointed in the different wards to

look after the children. They have

saved many a one from going

astray. I do not believe that the

parents are really as much in har-

mony with them as they ought to

be. As the President said, we have

such unbounded confidence in our

children that we do not think they

could do anything wrong; and if

one of our brethren should warn
us that, perhaps, a boy or a girl of

ours is in bad company, some of us
are ready to repudiate such a

charge ; and the one who speaks

to us, and who does it out of the

goodness of his heart, we look up-
on almost as an enemy. We ought
not to do this. These men are try-

ing their best to work for the good
of our young people. I would say,

brethren and sisters, let us all be

awake, let us all be on the watch-
tower ; because if the adversary

ever sought to destroy us and our
children, he is at the present time

;

and what a sorrow it must be to

the hearts of parents to see their

children leave the faith or go astray.

By taking hold of this matter in

time, and by devoting more time
to our children, much of this could

be averted.

The Bureau of Information, here

upon this block, is doing an impor-
tant missionary work. Hundreds
of thousands of people come here,

and when they see what tne Latter-

day Saints have accomplished they

want to know something concern-
ing this peculiar people—what are

their motives? and what are they

doing? Our brethren and sisters

who labor so unselfishly here, from
day to day, are doing a splendid

work in enlightening men and wom-
en concerning us and our religion.

Our missionaries abroad are feel-

ing the result of this work. They
go into the houses of strangers, and
commence to talk to them about the

Gospel, and often they tell the el-

ders that they have been in Salt

Lake, and add : "We have been
treated kindly by your people ; can
we do anything for you ?" Many
missionaries have been told, "Come
and stay with us ; make our homes
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your homes, while you are laboring

in this district." This has been

brought about by these people

learning the truth concerning us,

while in our midst ; and so I say,

Blessed be our workers on the

block here, who labor in the ser-

vice of the Bureau of Information.

They are simply telling the truth to

those who come here ; and the trav-

elers who visit us, feel that our peo-

ple are telling what they feel and
know, themselves, to be true in re-

gard to their religion. We do not

know how much good a word may
do. It may open up the way for

missionary work in districts of our

country where we have not before

been able to gain access. It may
likewise open the way into foreign

lands, for foreigners come here al-

so. When I was at Stockholm this

summer, I met one of our mission-

aries. This young man was once

traveling to Denver. On the train

he met with, a gentleman who had
visited Salt Lake, and when he

found out that the young man was
a Mormon, he wanted to learn all

he could about our people. When
he left he gave his address and
wanted the young man to corres-

pond with him. The young man
was called to go on a mission to

Germany. He corresponded with

this man, and found out that he was
a baron from Finland, and before

the missionary went hcne, this

man invited him to take a sail with

him in his yacht, around Scandi-

navia ; but the brother did not have

time to do this. I mention this to

show you what influence a few

words had on a man, even of such

standing. He loved the young man,

and when he bade him farewell, he

was moved to tears. "Now," said

he, "send missionaries over to our

country, and they will be protect-

ed there." We have tried to send
missionaries to Finland, bat on ac-

count of the strict rule of Russia,
our elders have not been able to

stay there long at a time. How-
ever, we have had excel 1ent men
and women join the Church there,

who have come up here to live with
us. This man was moved by what
he had heard. He thought there

was freedom enough in Finland for

men and women to worship God
according to the dictates of their

conscience, but he did not know
how much the Elders had been per-

secuted there.

I want to say to our brethren

and sisters, that during my visit to

the different missions of Europe,
this summer, I have rejoiced in see-

ing our missionaries, and the work
they are doing. They are rilled with
holy zeal for the spread of the

truth. They are men of whom you
can be proud, men that are gain-

ing the love and esteem of all good
men with whom they come in con-

tact. As the people of the world
see their pure lives and upright

conduct, their love for men and
their unselfishness in devoting

themselves, their time and means,
to convert souls unto Christ, they
realize that our missionaiies could
not do this, except they were sin-

cere and had a firm conviction of

the truth of the Gospel they pro-

claim.

The work is progressing, and I

hope the time will soon come when
those countries where there is no
freedom to worship God, as men
feel to do, may be given such lib-

erty. I am astonished that an en-

lightened nation like Germany
should still banish men who have
done no wrong, who have only tried

to show others the way that they
know for themselves leads to God.
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Not many days ago, a young man
studying in Berlin—not a mission-

ary—went into our meeting. He
was a splendid singer, and sung
the songs of Zion to encourage his

brethren and sisters; and for this

offense he was banished. I think

that when this is put in the right

light before the government, this

policy may be changed, for I can-

not believe that judges and men of

understanding can look upon it as

a just thing. However, persecution

has never stopped the work of the

Lord. Banishment, arrests and im-
prisonment will not stop our el-

ders from working among the peo-

ple.

This work has been established

by our heavenly Father, and no
opposition can stop it. When there

were only six or ten members in

the Church, it might have been
thought that the adversary could
have stopped it, but not even then.

It has grown. The influence of

the Gospel, as brought forth by the

Prophet Joseph Smith, is making
its way and is being felt through-

out all nations ; the truths revealed

through him will yet be accepted

by the world. Many there are to-

day who believe in them, though
they know not the source whence
they came. Truth will prevail, and
we look forward to the time when
it shall cover the whole earth, and
make men free in Christ. Then
Christ will come and reign upon the

earth ; bring peace unto men ; bind

the influences of evil, and introduce

a reign of peace. I feel thankful

that this faith and hope has been
given me, and I know you have it

also. May the Lord bless the Lat-
ter-day Saints ; bless this work, that

it may prosper ; bless His servants

with the spirit of their calling, that

what they do may further the in-

terests of the Church of Christ, I

ask it, in the name of Jesus, Amen.

The choir sang the anthem, "The
Guiding Star."

Benediction was pronounced by
Elder Andrew Kimball.

Conference adjourned until 2

AFTERNOON SESSION.

Conference was resumed at 2 p.

m., in the Tabernacle.

President Joseph F. Smith called

the congregation to order, and an-

nounced the convening of overflow

meetings at this hour, in the Assem-
bly Hall, and outdoors near the

Bureau of Information building.

The choir sang the anthem, "Ho-
sannah !"

( Stephens.

)

Prayer was offered by Elder Wil-
liam H. Smart.
The choir sang the anthem, "Gos-

pel Restoration."

PRESIDENT FRANCIS M. LYMAN

Mormonism the work of God.—Our
splendid Church organizations.

—

General improvement 'among the
Saints.—Advice to parents.—The sa-

credness of marriage.—Reward of
a faithful and well-spent life.—Con-
cerning children being kept em-
ployed.—Home industries.—The de-
velopment of the State's resources.

This is a very interesting occa-

sion for the Latter-day Saints. We
meet together twice a year, in gen-
eral conference, to transact the gen-
eral business of the Church and to

receive such instructions as the

Lord may have for our profit and
learning. All the stakes and many


