
40 GENERAL CONFERENCE.

few days before we held a confer-

ence in that city, and though we
have only about 150 members in

Seattle, and we did not get much
•newspaper notice, yet at our humble
gathering there were 350 present.

I felt in my heart to say that God
has turned the tide in favor of Zion,

and we feel fired with a holy zeal

to seek to establish the truth. We
know we have the interest and sym-
pathy of the Latter-day Saints, and
also of thousands of honorable men
and women of the earth.

God bless the Latter-day Saints,

that they may continue to live

worthy lives, that more than ever

we may be able to point with pride

to them and their glorious achieve-

ments. We thank God for the in-

tegrity of the men and women of

Zion, who abide in the faith, and for

the young men and women who
are determined to take the same
stand that their fathers have taken.

May God increase our efficiency to

do the work He has placed upon

our shoulders; may we be valiant

for the truth; and may the Lord

bless us that we may establish the

standard of truth, and keep it wav-

ing until all men everywhere may
learn to love it, that they may re-

ceive the reward of the righteous,

which may God grant in the name
of Jesus. ' Amen.

The hymn, "Sweet is the Peace

the Gospel Brings," was rendered

as a solo and chorus, by Sister Edith

Grant and the choir; musical com-

position by C. J. Thomas.

ELDER JOSEPH W. M'MTJKRIN.

I have rejoiced, my brethren and

sisters, in listening to the words

that have been spoken by the breth-

ren who have occupied this position

this afternoon. I pray that the

words that may fall from my lips

may be directed by the Spirit of the

Lord, that I may have the same
Spirit of instruction that has im-

pressed the brethren in the words
that have already been uttered in

our hearing.

A great variety of thoughts have
passed through my mind in listen-

ing to the testimonies that have
been borne in this meeting, and also

in listening to the musical exercises.

We commenced our services by
singing the hymn, "An Angel from
on High, the long, long silence

broke." I suppose the great major-
ity of those who are gathered to-

gether in this holy house this after-

noon believe that the words I have
quoted,—relative to the coming of

an angel,—have had a fulfillment

;

that at last, after- a long silence be-

tween the heavens and the eart:i,

in the age in which we are living

the silence has been broken, and an

angel, clothed with power and au-

thority from- our Father in heaven,

has wended his way to earth, bring-

ing the fulness of the everlasting

Gospel, and giving a commandment
that it should be preached to all

who are dwelling upon the earth.

That is the belief of the Latter-day

Saints. Their declaration among
all peoples in all the earth is, that

they are operating, by virtue of this

commandment of our Father in

heaven. The ministry in which we
are engaged is by Divine appoint-

ment, an authority such as was ex-

ercised by the holy apostles an-

ciently, and which had been lost

from among men, in fulfillment of

predictions of the inspired servants

of God, who, when under the in-

spiration of the Lord, were enabled

to look into the future history of
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the world and discover that there

would come a period when men
would be without authority.

There are a very great many peo-

ple who do not believe in the res-

toration of the authority of which

I am speaking. I could not, how-
ever, help but feel, while listening

to the words that have been spoken

in our hearing, that many of the

very precious promises that have

been made by our Father in heaven

are having- an actual and remark-

able fulfillment.

I will read a few words from the

revelations that have been given by

the Lord in relation to His work as

it was to be established among men
in this great dispensation. I read

from a revelation given at a very

early period, in the year 1829,

which was before there was any

such an organization among men as

the Church of Jesus Christ of Lat-

ter-day Saints. The Lord says :

"Now, behold, a marvelous work is

about to come forth among the chil-

dren of men; therefore, O ye that em-
bark in the service of God, see that

ye serve Him with all your heart,

might, mind and strength, that ye
may stand blameless before God at

the last day."

I consider, my brethren and sis-

ters, that this is a very marvelous

declaration. It is a declaration that

was made over and over again by
the Lord, through the mouth of the

Prophet Joseph Smith, in the reve-

lations that were given to him at

the opening of this dispensation.

When one stops to analyze, for a

few moments, the lowly condition

of Joseph Smith, the founder, by
Divine appointment, of this great

work of the Latter-days, and at-

tempts to weigh and consider the

unpreparedness of his condition,

from a purely human point of view,

one could scarcely believe—I sup-

pose no one did believe, at the in-

ception of the work, unless it were
revealed to him by the Spirit and
power of God—that there would
ever be any fulfilment of the words
I have read in this opening para-

graph, that a marvelous work and
a wonder was about to come forth

among the children of men.
My brethren and sisters, when

we take time to look into the his-

tory of this people the Latter-day

Saints we find abundant evidence

it seems to me, to justify us in the

belief we entertain, that Joseph
Smith was an inspired man. I

wonder, sometimes, how it is possi-

ble for those who are not of us, to

fail in discovering the Divinity of

the work he was instrumental in

establishing among men.
You all know there is a passage

of scripture in the Old Testament
wherein the Lord says

:

"When a prophet speaketh in the

name of the Lord, if the thing follow
not, nor come to pass, that is the
thing which the Lord hath not spok-
en, but the prophet hath spoken it

presumptuously; thou shalt not be
afraid of him."

But, on the other hand, what are

we to understand when one speaks

in the name of the Lord, and the
thing that is spoken comes to pass,

particularly when the things that

are spoken are beyond the power of

man to foresee, naturally, and ap-

pear to be impossible of fulfilment?

My understanding is we are then to

know the man is sent of God, and
we should be afraid to turn a deaf
ear to his warning.

I am of the opinion that the

clause I have read from the revela-

tion concerning the marvelous char-
acter of the work that was to be
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introduced by the Prophet Joseph,

at the time it was given, was en-

tirely beyond the power of man, of

Joseph himself, to foresee; it ap-

peared to be impossible of accom-

plishment. We have listened this

afternoon to some of the evidences

bearing upon the fulfillment of pre-

dictions that have been made. Are
we impressed with what we have

heard, and do we give praise to

God, or do we become so accus-

tomed to such testimonies that we
allow them to pass without serious

consideration, as a mere matter of

history, and think nothing more
about them? One brother, Elder

Andrew Kimball, president of the

St. Joseph stake, told us a story this

afternoon of ten thousand Latter-

day Saints in Arizona, and incident-

ally mentioned the fact that there

are other thousands over the line in

the Republic of Mexico, who also

are identified with the Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Then another brother, President

Melvin J. Ballard of the North-

western States Mission, stood up
and told of the Latter-day Saints

who are in Oregon, and who are in

Washington, and who are in other

districts of the country in these

great United States of America,

where he is called to labor, all of

whom have given allegiance to the

work that was planted, about eighty

years ago, by the boy Joseph Smith.

If the whole story were told in

its completeness, we would discover

that in every part of the civilized

world there are hosts of men and
women who have been convinced of

the truth of what the world has

nicknamed Mormonism, and have

been made to feel, in their whole

beings, that it is not the delusion

it is thought by some to be, but

that it is the power of God unto sal-

vation. These converts to Mor-
monism have given every possible

evidence that they have been born
of the Holy Spirit, by doing all that

mortal men could do in attestation

of their faith, and their confidence

in the great work that has been es-

tablished.

The Lord God of heaven made
the announcement as a preface to

this Book of Commandments, to all

the inhabitants of the earth, that

His work would prevail. This thing
has not been done in a corner. It

has not been hidden up by the

works of men, but it has been like

a city set upon a hill that all the

world might see it. That has been
the manner and the character of
the establishment of the work of
the Lord in the latter times. Hear
what the Lord has said

:

"And the voice of warning shall be
unto all people, by the mouths of my
disciples, whom I have chosen in

these last days. And they shall go
forth and none shall stay them, for I,

the Lord have commanded them."

That is not written like it came
from the Scribes or Pharisees. The
spirit of these words as one reads

them, has the ring and sound of
one speaking by authority. This
proclamation was to all the inhab-
itants of the earth. The language
is:

"Behold, this is mine authority, and
the authority of my servants, and my
preface unto the Book of my com-
mandments, which I have given them
to publish unto you, O inhabitants, of
the earth. Wherefore, fear and trem-
ble, O ye people, for what I the Lord
have decreed in them shall be ful-
filled."

I believe it. My brethren and
sisters, I feel the truth of this an-
nouncement, in my whole being.
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This is not like what an imposter
would write. Think of Joseph
Smith who then stood alone, and
without any following. Joseph
Smith, the youth, in his loneliness

and ostracism, and in his lack of

training and power of leadership,

from a human point of view, tell-

ing the inhabitants of the earth to

"fear and tremble." My brethren

and sisters, it was not Joseph Smith
it was the Lord of heaven, crying

to the people to hearken to His
voice, and to His proclamation.

The promise of the Lord is :

"And again, verily, I say unto you,

O inhabitants of the earth, I the Lord
am willing to make these things
known unto all flesh. * * Search
these commandments for they are
true and faithful, and the prophecies
and promises which are in them shall

all be fulfilled."

That was the declaration of

Mormonism in the very commence-
ment. Every soul who has hon-
estly and prayerfully tested the

promise couched in the words I

have just read has been made to

know that the promise is of God,
and not of man. Efforts have been
made in every land and clime, and
among every people where the mis-

sionaries have carried these glad

tidings, to stop the advancement of

Mormonism, and yet we have heard
from this missionary, as we will

probably hear from other mission-

aries during this conference—for the

story is the same from every land

—that Mormonism is working its

way among honest, thoughtful men,
and they are yielding obedience to

its principles, and are willing to

sacrifice everything they have upon
the earth, if need be, for its success.

That is the story of Mormonism. It

has been so from the very begin-

ning. The word of the Lord God

has been fulfilled, and this work
has not halted, and it never will

halt, worlds without end, for God,
the Ruler and Creator, has made
the promise, and He is able to ful-

fill it. We need have no anxiety

about the onslaughts that are made
against us by the ungodly. The
concern of every member of the

Church should be as to whether or

not his full duty is being performed.
Let me again read one of the par-

agraphs from the Book of Com-
mandments :

"Therefore, O ye that embark in

the service of God, see that ye serve
Him with all »our heart, might,
mind and strength, that ye may stand
blameless before God at the last day."

My brethren and sisters, if we
are serving the Lord in this manner
all is well. I commend this par-

agraph to the earnest consideration

of all who are assembled here to-

day. When we consider how the

promises of God are being fulfilled,

we ought to be able and willing to

put our trust in Him, and follow
where He leads, for when the finish

comes it will be found that victory

has perched upon the banners of
Israel, and upon all who have been
willing to keep the commandments
of God.
May the Lord help us to be with

that victorious number, is my hum-
ble prayer, in the name of Jesus ^

Christ. Amen.

ELDER JOSEPH E. ROBINSON.

(President of California Mission.)

"How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of him that bringeth
good tidings, that publisheth peace,
that bringeth good tidings of good,
that publisheth salvation, that sayeth
unto Zion, Thy God reigneth! Thy


