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"By a window sits a grandsire,

Hopeless paralytic he,

There awaiting death to free him,
Yet he smiles right cheerfully.

To give thanks for present blessings
Is the lesson day by day

Taught me by that helpless cripple,

In the flats across the way.

"All unbidden, most disturbing,

Once a thought there came to me,
For it straight imposed upon me
Great responsibility;

For this thought, and 'tis a true one,
Guides my action day by day,

To those opposite I'm living,

In the flats across the way."

And so I say to you, my brothers

and sisters, we are living to those

who are looking upon our acts

every day, every hour, and every

minute of our lives, and we should

be cautious in every act, thought,

and deed, no matter where we are.

God grant that His blessing may be
with you, that He may lead you
aright in the paths of truth and
righteousness, is my humble desire,

in the name of Jesus, Amen.

The hymn, "I know that my Re-
deemer lives," was rendered as a

solo, by Elder Oscar Kirkham.

ELDER CHARLES H. HART.

We are informed by the poet

that "the groves were God's first

temples." We are enjoying the

privilege of standing under the

shade of trees upon this historic

square this afternoon, and listening

to the music and the instructions of

the Elders.

My mind was impressed this

morning with that part of the re-

marks of President Smith concern-

ing the responsibility we are under

of saving souls. At the A. Y. P.

Exposition at Seattle, in the Alas-

kan building there is a glass cage,

surrounded by very strong iron

bars. There is a treasure within

that glass house that attracts the at-

tention of passers-by at all hours of

the day. They stand about the glass

cage, longingly looking in upon the

golden treasure, the gold bricks, and
the gold nuggets within; but if all

of those golden treasures were mul-
tiplied a thousand times, they would
not equal the value of a human soul.

In visiting Arizona a few months
ago, I was told the story of the

search for the body of a man who
was supposed to have been drowned
in the Little Colorado River. His
friends and neighbors turned out

and searched day by day in those

turbid waters to recover the re-

mains, but without success up to

the time of my visit. Just before

that I was in Summit County, and
heard narrated the search for a

poor old lady, who, in her declining

years, had wandered off in the

snows of winter, and the search was
going on for her body, for it was
believed that shortly after sTie had
been out in the snow and the cold

she had perished. The search went
on day after day in a systematic

manner. Horsemen rode a few
rods apart so that they might know
that every rod had been carefully

searched. And so the hunt went on
from day to day ; not in the hope of

saving a human soul, but simply to

administer to the comfort of loved

ones in recovering the body. A
year or two ago a half dozen of my
friends and associates went into a

steam launch upon the Bear River,

and as they were gliding swiftly, at

the twilight of a summer's day, sud-
denly the boat struck a submerged
pile, and they were precipitated into

the water, and two of them, the best

swimmers, never reached the shore
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alive. In Logan the stores were

closed; men in all vocations went

from that town, from Smithfield,

from Newton, Clarkston—went in

large numbers, and dragged the

river. Expert divers were sum-

moned from a distance of a hundred

miles to dive in the water to recover

the bodies. Every known means

of dragging the stream was put into

effect. When darkness prevented

the search to advantage, men rolled

themselves in their blankets near

the stream, in order to be at hand

when daylight should come ; and so

the search went on day after day.

I remember after the lapse of a day

or two, the bishop of Wellsville tel-

ephoned to me to know if the bodies

had been found, and he concluded

by saying, "Wellsville stands ready

to send one hundred men, if neces-

sary, to participate in the search."

Not for the purpose, I say. of sav-

ing a human soul, or even of sav-

ing life, because life, of course, was

long since extinct; but for the pur-

pose, merely, of recovering the ten-

aments of clay, to minister to the

sentiment of their friends in giving

them a Christian burial, instead of

having the bodies remain in a wat-

ery grave. If we will make that

sort of an effort, my friends, in or-

der to recover mere bodies, mere

tenaments of clay, what snould we
do when a human life, or a human
soul is in peril ? What price can we
place upon a human soul ? The

Psalmist has given us some words

bearing on that question. "They

that trust in their wealth, and boast

themselves in the multitude of their

riches; none of them can by any

means redeem his brother, nor give

God a ransom for him."

The Savior has also given us

some idea of the value of a soul

when He says, "For what shall it

profit a man if he shall gain the

whole world and lose his own soul?"

I once saw a young man shortly

after a drowning, in which he had
endeavored to save those who had
perished, and, as the tears streamed
down his cheeks, the thought that

was uppermost in his mind was
whether he had done the very best

he could to save his drowning com-
panions. It was true that nothing

had been left undone by him, but

in his anxiety as to whether he had
fulfilled his full duty that thought

was uppermost in his mind. As I

understand it, there is a responsibil-

ity upon each one of us in reference

to the welfare of his fellow man.
Ezekiel, in the third chapter, dis-

cusses the question in this way

:

"Son of man, 1 have made thee a

watchman unto the House of Israel

:

therefore hear the word at my mouth,
and give them warning from me. When I

say unto the wicked, 'Thou shalt surely
die; and thou givest him not warning
nor speakest to warn the w ;cked from
his wicked way, to save his life; the
same wicked man shall die in his in-

iquity; but his blood will I require at

thine hand. Yet if thou warn the
wicked, and he turn not from his

wickedness, nor from his wicked way,
he shall die in his iniquity; but thou
hast delivered thy soul. Again, when
a righteous man doth turn from his

righteousness, and commit iniquity,

and I lay a stumbling block before
him. he shall die; because thou hast

not given him warning, he shall die in

his sin, and his righteousness which
he hath done shall not be remem-
bered; but his blood will I require at

thine hand. Nevertheless, if thou
warn the righteous man, that the
righteous sin not, and he doth not sin,

he shall surely live, because he is

warned; also thou hast delivered thy
soul."

So that here is a duty, not only

to warn those who are in sin, but

also to warn the righteous who may
wander into sin, for we know full
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well that though a man today may
be justified through the grace of

Jesus Christ, his salvation is not

sure, and he may fall from grace.

Although he may be classified as a

righteous man, still he may fall.

And there may be a responsibility

upon someone within warning dis-

tance of him for not warning him
of some false step that he has taken,

some by and forbidden path that he

has entered upon.
It is the sense of this responsibil-

ity that enables these missionaries,

these with whom I have the honor

of speaking this afternoon, to re-

main abroad, as they do, for so

many long years, gratuitously giving

the best years of their lives in order

to warn others. Brother Ellsworth

who shall follow me, has been out,

I suppose, some eight or ten years

now. Brother Bennion has been in

the missionary field for a number
of years and Brother Herrick is

just entering upon what will prob-

ably be a long missionary career

for him. They do it gratuitously,

and for the love they have for their

fellow-men, to discharge this re-

sponsibility; for they know that a

soul is precious in the sight of God

;

that Mormonism is the science and
art of life, and that it will have a

saving effect upon those who will

give heed to its teachings, just in

proportion as they understand that

great system of truth, and will put

it into practice and into effect in

their lives.

It is on account of a realization

of the sense of the impoitance of

saving souls that there is such joy

at the return of the prodigal. I

confess that I do not like to hear the

story of the prodigal son presented

with a view of impressing, perhaps,

a license to sow wild oats, or any-
thing of that sort, but I like to hear

it presented for the forgiveness
manifested by the father in taking
back to him his wayward son.

I was impressed the other day
with the thought of an aged sister

who was about to make her will.

She had forgotten at first that there
was an additional consideration due
one of her children, the wayward
-on. She said, "You know he and
his father had some friction, and he
wandered away from home, and it

is my desire, if I can, to make up
to him, in a small way, by showing
a greater interest in him than in
the other children."

It was a realization of this prin-
ciple of saving souls that gave joy
to the shepherd in the parable of
the lost sheep, in leaving the ninety
and nine that were safe, and going
after the one lost sheep, and in

bringing it safely within the fold.

I feel that the words of President
Smith this morning were timely,
and of great, importance to us all,

of doing all we can for the salva-
tion, first of those of our own house-
hold, and then of all mankind.
May the Lord bless us, and en-

able us to put into practice these
principles of warning and saving
others, doing our full duty to them,
that we may not stand under con-
demnation, neither as to our chil-

dren, nor as to our Father's chil-

dren in general. May the Lord
bless us and help us to endure true
'and faithful to the end, I ask in the
name of Jesus. Amen.

ELDER GERMAN E. ELLSWORTH

(President of Northern States Mis-
sion).

I rejoice in meeting you. I know
you have gathered here, each and
every one of you, to receive light,

and to be encouraged in the princi-


