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know what it costs to make a home.

I fought my battles years ago, in as

hard a country as has ever been set-

tled by our people. I know it re-

quires ten years of hard labor, and
economy, to succeed as a pioneer.

I desire it to go down in history to

my posterity, that, while I have
made a number of failures, I did not

fail as a pioneer. When I left that

country, I could have bought out

a dozen men who had been raised

and remained in Salt Lake City; I

mean young men who worked be-

hind the counter. But I lost it all

through speculation. That is what
I want to talk to you about. Spec-

ulation—there is nothing more dan-

gerous to the people and to the

Church of Latter-day Saints, un-

less it be immorality and wicked-

ness. I point you back to history,

to Nauvoo. What did the spirit

of speculation do, according to the

history. It nearly destroyed the

people there.

Take Heber C. Kimball's family,

as an illustration. My father died

in 1868. When his administrators

divided up the estate there was not

a single silver dollar given to any
of his children, to my knowledge,

but there was some property. Our
father selected land on the side hill,

among the rocks—he wanted to get

away from the center of the city.

He owned what is known as the

Capitol Hill. He left his children

that real estate. There was one lot

that was given to my mother's fam-
ily, and I owned one third of it.

I received twenty-five thousand dol-

lars for my portion, and I have been
sorry twenty-five thousand times

that I ever sold it. (Laughter).

I am thankful we had sense enough
to keep sufficient ground to bury
our posterity on. We have paid

taxes on it ever since I was fifteen

years old, and I still hold it. What
about the other property? There
is now hardly a Kimball to be found
on the Capitol Hill—unless it be

those that are dead. Some of the

Kimballs sold their lots at $50 each

;

today the same lots are worth $4,-

000.00. If Heber C. Kimball's fam-
ily had kept their inheritance they

would all be wealthy now. And
what about the families of other pio-

neers who came here and fought

this great battle? Many of their

children are in very nearly the same
predicament. I predict to the Lat-

ter-day Saints, as a watchman up-

on the towers, if you follow that

foolish example you will "hew stone

and draw water :" vou can write

that down. God bless you. Amen.

ELDEK KTJL0N S. WELLS.

I trust that the Spirit of the Lord
will direct me while I stand before

you. I have rejoiced in the meet-
ings of this conference and the

spirit of the instructions which have
been given unto us. While our

brethren have been talking to us

many reflections have come to my
mind, regarding the great plan of

life and salvation. I was partic-

ularly interested in the reference

that was made to the "new religion"

of Doctor Eliot, the ex-president of

Harvard University ; and i thought,

how vain men are, who will pre-

sume to formulate a religion for

the salvation of our Father's chil-

dren. It lies only with God to. de-

vise a plan whereby His children

can be saved. The great trouble in

the world is that we have too many
man-made religions, and they do
not possess the power of God unto

salvation. Only that plan that was
revealed from heaven, that was
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given and established before the

foundations of this earth were laid,

possesses this power. Eternal life

is the goal for which we are striv-

ing, and men may not attain to it

except in the way which has been
pointed out by the Savior of the

world. In order for men to find out
the true way, it is necessary that

they shall be obedient unto the will

of God, that they turn away from
wickedness and sin, that the Spirit

of the Lord may possess their souls

and bring them to a knowledge of

the truth and to a knowledge of

God, for it is this knowledge of

God that we understand to be eter-

nal life, as was pointed out by
Brother McKay: "This is eternal

life, to know Thee the only true

God and Jesus Christ whom Thou
hast sent." But no man can ob-

tain that knowledge of God through
the wisdom of men. Men are un-

able to devise the plan by which
the children of men may attain to

that knowledge. We read in the

holy scriptures that when our first

parents were placed in the Garden
of Eden, the Lord had planted a

garden in the east end thereof, and
in the midst of the garden there

stood a tree, which was the tree of

knowledge of good and evil. The
Lord told our father Adam that of

the fruit of this tree he should not

eat, for in the day that he ate there-

of he should surely die. I wish to

call attention to this particular in-

stance which occurred in the be-

ginning of the history of man, upon
this earth. After having partaken
of this fruit, Adam and Eve were
cast out of the Garden of Eden and
Cherubim, with flaming swords,

were placed at the entrance to

guard the way to the tree of life,

which also stood in the midst of

this garden, lest they might also

partake of the fruit of that tree and
live forever in their transgression.

It is obvious, therefore, that in the

great plan of the Almighty, men
were not to obtain eternal life

while in transgression; and a plan

must be formed that would cleanse

and purify men before they should

be permitted to partake of that fruit

which gave them eternal life. If it

had been possible, or if it had been

permitted that our first parents, in

their transgression, could have also

partaken of the fruit of this tree of

life, we would not have attained to

the eternal life that the Lord desires

His children to obtain, because it

would have been an eternal life of

sin, and transgresion from the ways
of the Lord, and the next world
would have been no better than this

one. The Lord desired that all

those who should partake of the

fruit of that tree and live forever,

should first become purged and pu-
rified and cleansed from all sin and
from all unrighteousness ; therefore,

He revealed from heaven a plan

whereby men and women could ob-

tain eternal life and come to the

knowledge of God. Then, to know
God is eternal life, and men can-

not attain it only through faith and
repentance from sin. Likewise,

they must receive a remission of

sin through baptism of the water,

and Spirit, before they can know
Him, for we can only know God
and the things of God by the Spir-

it of God. Men may endeavor by
their sophistry and philosophy to

find Him out, but they will fail.

They may undertake, by logic and
reason to uncover His hiding place,

but they will not succeed only as

they pass through the cleansing

process of the Gospel of Jesus

Christ. Cherubim with flaming

swords still guard the way to the
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tree of life and knowledge of God,
whom to know is life eternal. It

is a wonderful plan. I wish to call

attention to this fact, that the fear

of the Lord is the beginning of wis-

dom, and in reference to obtaining

wisdom or knowledge, it must begin
with the fear of God in our hearts.

The Lord has given command-
ments and, with these command-
ments, this condition of fear is held

up before the children of men.
Sometimes there is a disposition to

belittle this feeling of fear of God.
Of course, it is not to be compared
with the love of God, which is the

greatest thing in the world; but

the beginning is the fear of God.
The beginning of knowledge, the

beginning of wisdom ha,s its origin

in the fear of God, because human
nature is such that this apprehen-

sion must continually be held up be-

fore mankind. It is so in the family

government ; it is so in our civil

government. What would we be if

it were not for the fact that laws are

passed and penalties attached to the

transgression of the lawsr Would
we be as honest, as virtuous, as

true, as we are today if there were
no civil laws prescribing penalties?

I do not believe we would be. I

believe that it is necessary, in our

civil government, that there should

be laws passed that whosoever shed-

deth the blood of man, by man shall

his blood be shed ; and that whoso-
ever shall steal must pay the pen-

alty. The sentiment of fear must
be held up before us. I believe that

it is necessary for every one of us

to have these things before us, that

we may know the consequence of

transgression is that we will be pun-
ished. I rejoice that there is a code
of laws in force by which society

is protected, by which our children

and we ourselves are protected

from going the wrong way. We,
too, are a covenant people, and this

essential condition of fear is in-

scribed in the law of God; it is al-

ways held up before us. We are

under holy and sacred covenants,

penalties are attached to the trans-

gression of the law of God; and,

my brethren and sisters, in this fear

of God I can find the beginning of

wisdom and of knowledge. Men
who wish to come to a knowledge
of God may begin by having the

fear in their hearts that they will

not violate or transgress His laws,

for they are wholesome and good,

and we need them to keep us

straight. As I advance in years, I

find that I approve of every influ-

ence that has a tendency to keep

me in the right path. I delight in

those restrictions that are placed

upon society and upon me, that pre-

vent us from going wrong. It will

hurt no good man to have good and
wholesome laws; furthermore, it

will lead us to the love of God, be-

cause if we are walking in this path,

eschewing evil, turning away from
it, each time that we govern our-

selves in this way we will find we
are coming nearer to obeying the

will of God, and the great law of

love will have an opportunity of

controling us.

I desire to read a few words from
the eleventh chapter of the first

book of Nephi. Those of you who
are familiar with the Book of Mor-
mon will remember the great dream
that Lehi had, and how the Lord
revealed to him, in that dream, won-
derful things, and among other

things that he saw was a tree, the

fruit of which was very desirable.

Afterwards Nephi received a vis-

ion, and an angel of the Lord asked
him a question, as to what he de-

sired, and he said he desired to see
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the things which his father had seen

in his dream

:

"And the angel said unto me (Nephi)
Behold the Lamb of God, yea, even the

Son of the Eternal Father! Knowest
thou the meaning of the tree which thy

father saw?
"And I answered him saying, Yea, it

is the love of God, which sheddeth it-

self abroad in the hearts of the chil-

dren of men ; wherefore, it is the most
desirable above all things.
"And he spake unto me saying, Yea,

and the most joyous to the soul.

"And after he had said these words,
he said unto me, Look! and I looked,

and I beheld the Son of God going forth

among the children of men; and I saw
many fall down at his feet and worship
him.
"And it came to pass that I beheld that

the rod of iron which my father had
seen, was the word of God, which led

to the fountain of living waters, or to
the tree of life; which waters are a rep-

resentation of the love of God; and I

also beheld that the tree of life was a
representation of the love of God."

The word of God was the iron

rod which also led to the tree of

life. That is the way to get to that

tree and to partake of its fruit ; and
it represents the love of God. Bless-

ed are those who shall attain to the

love of God, but let them not de-

spise the necessity of fearing God,
and keeping His commandments.

In this the dispensation of the

fulness of times, as it was predict-

ed, an angel came flying through
the midst of heaven, having the

•everlasting Gospel to preach unto

them that dwell upon the face of the

earth, to every nation, kindred,

tongue and people; and this was
his cry : "Fear God and give glory

to Him, for the hour of His judg-

ment is come ; and worship Him
that made the heavens and the

earth, and the seas, and the foun-

tains of water." Brethren and sis-

ters, let the fear of God take hold

of us, that we may obey His com-
mandments, lest we have to pay the

penalty; let us so live that we may
avoid the punishment that comes to

the evil-doer. If we will do so,

clinging to the word of God, re-

membering the penalties that come
from transgressing and going

against it, we will eventually ar-

rive at the tree and partake of that

love of God that will fill our hearts

with joy that is beyond all descrip-

tion. God bless us all. Amen.

EIDER CHARLES H. HART.

It is pleasing, and I think, indeed,

fitting that this house of worship
should be decorated with the Stars

and Stripes, the colors and emblem
of our country; for I know of no
religion, except ours, that has as

one of its religious beliefs or doc-

trines, the fact that the Constitu-

tion of the United States was di-

vinely inspired. In Section 150 of

the Doctrine and Covenants we
have this language;

"Therefore, it is not right that any
man should be in bondage, one to an-

other, and for this purpose have I es-

tablished the Constitution of this land,

by the hands of wise men whom I raised

up unto this very purpose, and redeemed
the land by the shedding of blood."

The history of constitution mak-
ing shows that there is good reason

for a doctrine such as this. When
we view the progress that had been

made in constitution making up to

the time of the adoption of the Con-
stitution of the United States, and
the great success of that instrument,

we can readily believe that it was
more than man's wisdom that es-

tablished the balances, the divisions

of government, and the harmony


